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DNA profiling and its value in

establishing guilt or innocence

Though the accuracy of DNA evidence is increasing, we have not reached a juncture where it may be said to be infallible.
the absence of DNA evidence would lead to an adverse inference against a party, especially in the presence of other evidence in favour of such party

Thus, it cannot be said that

Ramya Kannan

hanks, perhaps, to the amount

of crime drama we now

consume as entertainment, the

layperson today appears to
believe that DNA evidence in a case is
clinching - it can make or break a case.
But unclouded by what we see on our
screens, what is the reality regarding the
probative value of DNA in establishing
guilt or innocence?

In mid-June, the Madras High Court set
aside the conviction of a man who had
been accused of rape in a POCSO case.
The bench of Justices M. S. Ramesh and
Sunder Mohan J. found merit in an appeal
by the man, who argued that though it
was subsequently proved that the victim
falsely accused him of raping her, the
DNA test establishing his paternity had
dealt the blow, leading to his conviction.
The judges held that the prosecution had
not proved the case against the appellant

Genetic analyzer and 16 Capillary DNA sequencer and profiling equipment at the Centre for DNA

Fingerprinting and Diagonstics lab in Hyderabad. FiLE PHOTO

physical characteristics, and physiological
funcllons of the body is encoded in DNA

beyond ble doubt, and th
set the conviction aside.

But that was not all. The judgement
also examined, in detail, the wisdom of
relying on DNA evidence alone to
establish guilt. The facts in the case were
thus: The victim had omanall\ stated ﬂml
the appellant had i
sexual assault on her, however, in her
deposition, she said she had blamed the
appellant, as she did not want her love
affair with another man to come into the
open for fear of criticism by relatives. The
prosecution witness 1 too turned hostile,
and in these circumstances, it would not
have been possible to render a finding of
guilt against the appellant, his counsel
argued in court. Thus, the conviction was
based on the DNA report, which
compared blood samples collected from
him and the victim’s child. The report
stated that the cumulative probability of
the paternity of the appellant being the
father of the child (of the victim) was
99.999999998%.

How DNA works?

DNA is deoxyribonucleic acid, and it is
genetic material present in the nuclei of
cells in living organisms. Justices Mohan
and Ramesh relied on an article published
h) the Central Forensic Quenne

les in a language (st ce) of
alphabets of four nucleotides or bases :
Adenine (A), Guanine (G), Thymine (T),
and Cytosine (C), along with the sugar
phosphate backbone.

Since the same DNA sequence is
present in every cell of the body (apart
from mature red blood cells) therefore,
DNA can be sourced from any biological
material. This includes saliva, semen,
vaginal fluids, blood, body tissues, teeth,
hair, and bones. The quantity of DNA
contained in biological material varies.
Blood and saliva are richer sources of
DNA as compared to teeth and hair roots,
which are DNA deficient. DNA may be left
behind on objects during physical
contact, which is commonly referred to as
touch DNA or trace DNA. Touch DNA
contains very low amounts of DNA and is
not an ideal source for DNA
profiling, explains a paper in the Forensic
Science India Report (2013-2017), which
looks at the science underlying forensic
DNA profiling and its value in criminal
proceedings, notably admitting that there
are inherent limitations to the process.

There is apparently much to say about
the method for the collection, packaging,
storage, and transportation of a DNA
sample. Though it differs based on the
source. of the biological material and the

y, Kolkata, thisin

condif in which it is found, the idea is

dehnl An d\’t‘rd],l‘ human body is
composed of about 100 trillion cells. DNA
is present in the nucleus of a cell as a
double helix, supercoiled to form
chromosomes along with intercalated
proteins. Twenty-three pairs of
chromosomes are present in each
nucleated cell, and an individual inherits
23 chromosomes from the mother and 23
from the father transmitted through the
ova and sperm, respectively. All
information about internal organisation,

to ensure that the quality and quantity of
DNA are preserved. There are well
defined techniques for both the collection
and transportation of wanuus kmds of

In mid-June, the Madras High Court set
aside the conviction of a man who had
been accused of rape. The judgement

>d the wisdom of relying on
DNA evidence alone to establish guilt

all human beings is 99.9% identical. In
forensic DNA profiling, a few locations in
the remaining 0.1% of DNA are chosen to
create a person’s DNA profile. These
specific locations at which the DNA is
examined are called loci. These loci have
repetitive sequences of DNA called Short
Tandem Repeats, or STRs. While every
individual has the same sequence, or
STR, on a locus, the number of times that
it repeats itself may vary across
individuals. This variation in the number
of repetitions is referred to as alleles. At a
given locus, an individual has two alleles,
one inherited from the father and the
other from the mother. The current
genetic markers of choice for forensic
purposes are STRs. STRs present on the Y
chromosome are used in sexual assault
cases or to determine pa!emal Imeage
DNA profiling is d, and each

are definite pitfalls, he says, particularly
with sample contamination, where there
is a delay in lifting the sample or testing it,
when the sample becomes unviable, or
the samples themselves are switched.
“Then the tests turn out inconclusive.
One way to ensure at least the right
samples are tested is to videograph the
entire process - something we have been
following in Tamil Nadu ~ thanks to a
directive by Justice P.N. Prakash.” He’s
very clear that convictions cannot be
made only on the strength of a DNA
analysis, without other corroborating
evidence.

How conclusive is DNA profiling?

The Madras High Court, in its verdict in
the case. also explained possible
outcomes, based on scientific resources.
There are three possible outcomes of a
profile comparison: (1) Match : If the DNA
profiles obtained from the two samples
are indistinguishable, they are said to
have matched. (2) Exclusion : If the
comparison of profiles shows differences,
it can only be explained by the two
samples originating from different
sources. (3) Inconclusive : The data does
not support a conclusion.

It also quotes a Law Commission of
India report, ‘A Review of the Indian
Evidence Act, 2003’, which observed
that: “If the samples match, that does not
mean the identity is conclusively proved.
Rather, an expert will be able to derive
from a database of DNA samples an
approximate number reflecting how often
a similar DNA “profile” or “fingerprint” is
found. It may be, for example, that the
relevant profile is found in 1 person in
every 1,00,000 : This is described as the
“random occurrence ratio”. Thus, DNA
may be more useful for purposes of
investigation but not for raising any
presumption of identity in a court of law.”

In Pattu Rajan v. State of T.N. 2019,
judges considered the value to be
attached to a DNA report: “Like all other
opinion evidence, the probative value
accorded to DNA evidence also varies
from case to case, depending on facts and
circt and the weight accorded to

sequential step involved in generating a
profile can vary depending on the
facilities available in the laboratory. The
analysis principles, however, remain:
isolation, purification and quantitation of
DNA, amplification of selected genetic
markers, visualising the fragments and
genotyping, statistical analysis and

samples to prevent ¢
ensure the quality of the sample
extracted.

How reliable is DNA?
But the moot question is: how reliable is
DNA profiling in crimi; The basic

interp , the Kolkata lab explainer
adds.

Manikanda Raj, head of forensic
medicine and toxicology at Chengalpattu
Medical College and Hospital, says DNA
analysis as a process is based on

fact we need to know is that the DNA in

p y and, in that sense, cannot be
considered conclusive evidence. There

other evidence on record, whether
contrary or corroborative. This is all the
more important to remember, given that
even though the accuracy of DNA
evidence may be increasing with the
advancement of science and technology
with every passing day, thereby making it
more and more reliable, we have not yet
reached a juncture where it may be said
to be infallible. Thus, it cannot be said
that the absence of DNA evidence would
lead to an adverse inference against a
party, especially in the presence of other
cogent and reliable evidence on record in
favour of such party.”
(ramya.kannan@thehindu.co.in)
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On monetary policy and financial markets

The recent rapid turnarounds in global markets have come on the back of attempts by central banks to combat the problems of inflation and repressed economic
activity using the tool of interest rates. It indicates the difficulty in implementing monetary policy in the presence of strong financial markets

ECONOMIC NOTES

Rahul Menon

lobal financial markets may be
exhibiting recovery following
the dramatic falls in value, but
the global economy s still in
uncharted waters. Employment
generation in the U.S. has been weaker
than expected, threatening the fragile
post-pandemic recovery. The Bank of
Japan’s decision to raise interest rates
after years of keeping them low has also
rattled financial markets, setting off a
reversal of equity flows and a collapse in
Asian markets. These rapid turnarounds
have come on the back of attempts by
central banks to combat the problems of
inflation and repressed economic activity
using the tool of interest rates. What the
current situation indicates is the difficulty
in implementing monetary policy in the
presence of global financial markets,
where expectations display heightened
volatility and large-scale drops in asset
values can occur much faster than the
ability of policy-makers to respond.

‘Was there a threat of recession?

‘The current consensus regarding
monetary policy is to assume a trade-off
between unemployment and inflation.
Central banks raise interest rates as
inflation rises, reducing investment and
hence slowing aggregate demand. This
leads to a reduction in the demand for
labour, reducing the ability of
‘wage-earners to push for higher wages,
and ease inflationary pressures.

There is, of course, a lot to debate
regarding the proper conduct of
monetary policy. Several have criticised
the normal conduct of monetary policy,
stressing that solving inflation by
increasing unemployment represents an
unfair burden being placed on workers
everywhere, who are already grappling
with a cost-of-living crisis. Instead, they
argue, inflation could be better tamed by
forcing companies to reduce their profit

F

margins and by breaking monopolies.

Let us accept the current consensus
regarding the conduct of monetary policy.
The release of a jobs report that showed a
less-than-expected increase in
employment led to fears of a recession,
and caused a rapid sell-off of equity
stocks. This, coupled with concerns
regarding the less-than-expected
performance of big tech giants, led to a
rout in the stock markets.

‘What is of note is that the economy
wasn't actually in a recession, the market
just expected one to occur. The rise in
unemployment rates triggered the “Sahm
rule” which mandates the automatic
disbursal of unemployment checks to
households when the increase in
unemployment rates breaches a certain
threshold. This measure is not an
indicator that the economy has entered
recession, but is correlated with one.
However, correlation does not always

GETTY IMAGES

indicate certainty; the economy may be
displaying the potential for recession, but
the threat of a future recession was
enough to spark fear amongst investors.
This indicates one of the problems of
conducting monetary policy in the
presence of a strong financial sector. The
gradual reduction of inflation was being
held as proof of the successful conduct of
monetary policy. Less-than-expected
performance in terms of employment
creation in one quarter alone has caused
financial markets to react and respond at
a pace that is too fast for policy-makers to
deal with. The market has acted on the
expectation that a recession will occur
without the economy ever being in one.

The carry trade

On the other side of the world, Asian
markets were rattled by the increase in
interest rates by the Japanese Central
Bank following long periods of low rates.

A long period of economic slowdown in
Japan has led to central banks keeping
interest rates at levels close to 0. Low
Japanese interest rates have led to what is
known as the “carry trade”, where foreign
investors take advantage of low rates to
borrow from Japan and invest in foreign
markets. The increase in interest rates
caused a disruption in this form of trade,
leading to investors selling stocks in other
markets to deal with higher borrowing
costs. This, it has been said, has added to
selling pressures in other markets.

This represents an added complication
for policy. Low interest rates in Japan to
combat a decades-long slowdown
indirectly subsidised the activities of
foreign capital. Domestic policy
imperatives of certain economies exercise
undue effects on other economies
through the action of global finance.

This is not the first time the actions of
global finance caused difficulties for
domestic policy in other countries.
Interest rates in the U.S. were low
following the great recession in 2008.
This led to investors borrowing at cheap
rates in the U.S. and investing in other
markets like India. As interest rates in the
U.S. rose following a resumption of
growth, capital flew out from India,
leading to pressure on its external
account: this was called “taper tantrum”.

Monetary policy in financial markets
Financial markets have shown signs of
recovery following these intense bouts of
selling pressure, with many claiming that
threats of recession are overblown, even
though vulnerabilities remain. But these
incidents highlight the potentially
destabilising nature of finance. The speed
with which financial assets can be bought
and sold and the ease at which national
borders can be traversed, represents
burdens upon the normal conduct of
monetary policy. As Keynes once said,
“When the capital development of a
country becomes a by-product of a
casino, the job is likely to be ill-done.”
Rahul Menon is Associate Professor at

0.P. Jindal Global University.
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The Bank of Japan’s decision
to raise interest rates after
years of keeping them low has
rattled financial markets,
setting off a reversal of equity
flows and a collapse in Asian
markets.
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The current consensus
regarding monetary policy is to
assume a trade-off between
unemployment and inflation.
Central banks raise interest
rates as inflation rises,
reducing investment and hence
slowing aggregate demand.
This leads to a reduction in the
demand for labour, reducing
the ability of wage-earners to
push for higher wages, and
ease inflationary pressures.
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Financial markets have shown
signs of recovery following
these intense bouts of selling
pressure, with many claiming
that threats of recession are
overblown, even though
vulnerabilities remain.

Aifge HfaF ar &

» TfEE Aifd I aread (6 S & Héla 9 a1 Hifads WIS gRT ga] ! Fifd &3, st o
BT YT HRA 3R GERWIfa, ITHN, faer 3R dRadr & Fafa &3 o) ue siffe Izl &l
Ut B b oI BT IF aTell RAal 4 gl

» fTd a1 SR 3= FreFl B THIIRI BRp, Herd s siffer nfafafy &t guifad od € IUR
o, A B 3R Frax Fofat &1 yuifad sa g

» SRR Aifge Hifa & snfifer faem & tidfed #37 & o <ae <= &) o7 fHar w1dr 8, Sefe
IHITHRI i H A1 B A & oIE <A1t i 1 Ig 1 M 7 |




[«)

GEO IAS Dally News Analy51s

» s—rrt{crrq‘ré?mm@f, Aifgs fifd 1 IgxT rfegaR & fRR &1, T fRURAT §91T 38T 3R Idd
31fe AT SR ISR & T srgat aRfRUft &t Sgrar 1 5|

Hifge fifa afafa @adkh)
» gfifa
o TMIT RSI3MS FITTH, 1934 BT URT 4578 P dgd, g IRPR P! I8 IS Hifge Hifd Ffifa
@R TfEd HRA BT UfTPR B
o THUR ERWITA d&d B U B o AU 3Ma=ad Aifcid 1ol oR FHuia & | 39 dig &1 ggat
@tﬂ%ﬁ%ﬁavzomﬁﬂ%—dﬁﬂs‘%ﬁl

» MPC & I
0 RIS IR 3Yb Yo e &b U H,
o Hifge ifa & THRY fSPt TR,
o eI SIS gRT AT db BT Th HYBRI, 3R

0 %% WHR gRI (g fu S aret i safad|

» MPC & &I
o@%ﬁﬁ%W;@WﬁWWWWWﬁ,WWQWQﬁW
AT
o JaRmIfd d&d MUk ReR gR1 MufiRa adu@ gerwifa dea Iudiadr Jod Jadhie [@Ue)
TR A8 4% ©, PR +/- 2% &1 Ggiiadr §s g
o 3 fawaoor SR gaffam: THURR garwifa, et gfe, IR, Iee iy Rfy iR afye®
3ffe fasra afed fafte snfdfer S 1 e+ fazawor 3R gafgam #xar g
o fAufg A Mg Hfa v @) wfen A & fore wadift af § &7 ¥ »H IR IR 966 BT &

e e aiff3raar
» 3o faxiia aoRT & Ayl geu fiRTae & a1 UR & d1avie, 3w srforamyr ifAfda s+t g3 o
» 3RS H ASHIR Goi 30T W HH 8, ST AgMHRT & 918 YR b YT &l Tk H STefal 2
» 9 3ATH SUM gRT I8! db sATST &3} ! (Y TR TR §91T W& & §1¢ I8 §¢H & g 7 faxiia IRl
oI AR R faan 8, o 3l vare & Iaethr g3 7 3k TR IoiRl # fiRmae o g1
» 3 YeTHH Had dh! gRT SATS & FHIEISH & H1eH I R ifa 3R i fdfes nfafafd o1 gepraran
B H 3 JTell AR Bl IR Bl B
T} B SMRIPTY 3R Mifsw Hifa
» N Hfd & g = Peio & RISFRY 3R Garwifa & o9 e aHidr it g1
» HET dF 3H AR W TGl JERWITA BT GHTEA B o (07T STl &L FgTd &, foray a1 3R $ad Al
H B STl 8, Forrd) o AT & it Tl & SR Gorepif & gad HH 81l &
» A BT db ¢ [ I8 TVHIV Ugd U gl Si1g--a1ua & Ydhe J S Xg Y] R 3T U J I
%ﬂw%aﬁvM$wumﬁhﬁwmaﬁ?mwﬁdﬁsmWﬁr@rﬁuﬁmwéﬁ
|




Gl THE 3% HINDU

GEO 1AS Daily News Analysis

B IHE  FHR ARS! AHRAl &1 KUl 7 Het o1 smiaprail &1 o fear iR sfed! aoRl & foswaren
&I dgrdl foaT, Sl T da-iid! dui-al & UeR & dax fdrstt ¥ iR &g Tl
» rforaR At H el o, dfchT SR b1 Swial A 81 Fae! 7 veRiee Uar R 4|
IR @t ufaferan i faxfia &= &1 yuE
» RGN Rl T 3 7 agd g & o e, f5ad SRISTRE & S 3 89 IR sRISFIR] dé
&1 TTferd faaRur iy B, S GHIfdd 1t Ghae! & Iy Gedefid 7
» g (U faxiia & & Aifge -ifq & dareq & Il B SOTR $R«l , 6l JTofR Bt Uldfohard ool
B T § SR Aifa ufafeareli & om fAwd T g
¥ s ok 3w faw
» §F 1 AUH & AN &R H gl A "Bl ¢e” B J1ed o &, STel o faexi SRl # o &
& foTT SITUM # A & IR IR dd Y|
» R e P HRU 3G ORI T IYR a1 St AN 3R bt gard 9¢ a1 Fifs Fawe! 7 s
gIcmIferdl &1 TS faar|
» SUHE H HH I o)1 o W o Fofal &1 afye faxi wfafafiat ok s srfarawist wR
HAE@qUf UHTd US|
Aifge ifa & fore gfaat . .
5 gﬁuw@ﬁﬁmﬁéww%%ﬁﬁm&mﬁw&% Qe HHSIRGT &t g3
|
K ﬁwﬁéﬁ%@ﬁaaﬁﬁnwﬁaﬁmﬁuﬁﬁ%%%ﬁw% GRT Idd Iy &
Tgifed |
» fa<itg aReuRml o1 daref & UR del ¥ Srar- IS e Hifadl § Sfedar Sear g, o fad-
TaTferd Yoll A &1 SRR R ®1 & BP0 & x|

UPSC Prelims PYQ : 2017
uy: Mifge QIR & doy A fFafafaa A
1. g RIS DI STHTD AT &3 97 Bl g

2. T8 SREISTS o T~k Aied 12 Teig HH/E § 3R 8% A1d SHHT JH16+ [ohdl SIrdl g
3. g Hoiy o Hi Pt regerar & o Bl gl

1 faT T4 Pl BT ITINT Hb gl IR IAi:

(a) HAd 1

(b) pad 1 3R 2

(c) Had 3

(d) Had 2 3R 3

AT HYF Jgt

31X: (a)

Page 10




GEO IAS

—|t's about quality=—

GS 1

Daily News Analysis

Indian Society — Urbanization, their problems and their remedies;

GS 3 : Environment - Environmental pollution and degradation
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Why Himalayan towns need a
different kind of development

Do cities along the Indian Himalayan Range have adequate funds and resources to manage civic issues?

Tikender Singh Panwar

The story so far:
he Indian Himalayan Range
(IHR), comprising 11 States and
two Union Territories, had a
decadal urban growth rate of
more than 40% from 2011 to 2021. Towns
have expanded, and more urban
settlements are developing. However,
Himalayan towns require a different
definition of urbanisation.

‘What is happening in IHR towns?
Almost all Himalayan towns, including
State capitals, struggle with managing
civic issues. For example, cities like
Srinagar, Guwahati, Shillong, and Shimla,
as well as smaller towns, face significant
challenges in managing sanitation, solid
and liquid waste, and water. Planning
institutions in these States often fail
because they use models copied from the
plains and have only limited capacities to
implement these plans. City governments

are short of human resources by almost
75%. For instance, in the Kashmir Valley,
excluding the Srinagar Municipal
Corporation, there are only 15 executive

officers across over 40 urban local bodies.

Cities continue to expand into the
peripheries, encroaching on the
commons of villages. Srinagar, Guwahati
are examples of such expansion, leading
to the plundering of open spaces, forest
land, and watersheds. In Srinagar, land
use changes between 2000 and 2020
showed a 75.58% increase. Water bodies
have eroded by almost 25%, from 19.36
square kilometres to 14.44 square
kilometres. These areas have been taken
over by built-up real estate, increasing
from 34.53 square kilometres to 60.63
square kilometres, a rise from 13.35% to
23.44% of the total municipal area. Nearly
90% of the liquid waste enters water
bodies without treatment.

‘Why is this happening?
The IHR faces increasing pressure from

urbanisation and development,
compounded by high-intensity tourism,
unsustainable infrastructure, and
resource use (land and water), further
aggravated by climatic variations like
changing precipitation patterns and rising
temperatures. This has led to water
scarcity, deforestation, land degradation,
biodiversity loss, and increased pollution,
including plastics. These pressures have
the potential to disrupt lives and
livelihoods, impacting the
socio-ecological fabric of the Himalayas.
Over the past few decades, tourism in
the IHR has continued to expand and
diversify, with an anticipated average
annual growth rate of 7.9% from 2013 to
2023. Current tourism in the IHR often
replaces eco-friendly infrastructure with
inappropriate, unsightly, and dangerous
constructions, poorly designed roads, and
inadequate solid waste management,
which leads to loss of natural resources
damaging biodiversity and ecosystem
services. Ecotourism, emphasising

environmentally friendly tourism, is
crucial for long-term sustainability.

‘What needs to be done?

Planning institutions in IHR cities are still
guided by land-use principles. Every town
needs to be mapped, with layers
identifying vulnerabilities from geological
and hydrological perspectives.
Climate-induced disasters annually erode
infrastructures built without such
mapping. Therefore, the planning process
should involve locals and follow a
bottom-up approach.

Consultant-driven urban planning
processes should be shelved for
Himalayan towns, with the urban design
based on climate resilience.

Additionally, none of the cities in the
IHR can generate capital for their
infrastructure needs. The Finance
Commission must include a separate
chapter on urban financing for the IHR.
The high costs of urban services and the
lack of industrial corridors place these
towns in a unique financial situation.
Current intergovernmental transfers from
the centre to urban local bodies
constitute a mere 0.5% of GDP; this
should be increased to at least 1%.
Himalayan towns must engage in wider
conversations about sustainability, with
the focus on urban futures being through
robust, eco-centric planning processes
involving public participation.

Author is former Deputy Mayor, Shimla,
and Member, Kerala Urban Commission.
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Cities like Srinagar, Guwahati,
Shillong, and Shimla, as well as
smaller towns, face significant
challenges in managing
sanitation, solid and liquid
waste, and water.
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The IHR faces increasing
pressure from urbanisation
and development,
compounded by high-intensity
tourism, unsustainable
infrastructure, and resource
use (land and water), further
aggravated by climatic
variations like changing
precipitation patterns and
rising temperatures.
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Planning institutions in IHR
cities are still guided by
land-use principles. Every town
needs to be mapped, with
layers identifying
vulnerabilities from geological
and hydrological perspectives.
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The only one: Neeraj's silver was the first for India in Paris. RITU RAJ KONWAR

PRARiS 2024
Q60

ATHLETICS

lonathan Selvaraj
PARIS

o be the man, you
T got to beat the
man.
Arshad Nadeem of Pa-
kistan just beat the man.
At the Stade de France
on Thursday night, he beat
him as comprehensively as
possible. On the sixth op-
portunity he finally got the
better of the man he’d al-
ways considered a role mo-
del and looked up to.
He beat India’s reigning
Olympic and world cham-

Monster throw: Arshad gave Pakistan its first Olympic gold in 40 years with a humongous effort in his second attempt leaving Neeraj and others playing catch up. AP, GETTY IMAGES

pion Neeraj Chopra and it
took an all time great
Olympic performance to
doit.

He bettered an Olympic
record that had stood for
16 years, not once but
twice. The first — a throw
of 92.97m in his second
throw of the competition
ended it. The second of
91.79m in his final attempt
put the final exclamation
mark on a near flawless
performance.

Fighting hard

Neeraj fought as hard as he
could. He pushed himself
harder than he ever had
this season. In the qualifi-
cation round he produced
his biggest throw of the
season. He improved on
that in his second throw of
the final. 89.45m. It was
the second best throw of
his career. It wasn't
enough.

It says something of
kind of confidence that
Neeraj generates with his
achievement that a silver
medal — the best for the

Arshad’s 92.97m dethrones Neeraj

The Pakistani’s second throw breaches the Olympic mark; the Indian’s only legal throw of 8945 earns him a silver medal

country in Paris — seems
like like an underachieve-
ment.

It is anything but. It took
Neeraj pushing himself to
his absolute best to even
kept him on the podium.

Incredible standard
This was an incredible
standard of competition.
Julius Yego took fifth place
here with a throw of 87.70
— it would have won gold in
Tokyo.

While India Pakistan riv-
alries always carry a hint of
tension, there is anything
but in this one.

Arshad makes it a point
to take a picture with Nee-
raj before every competi-
tion they take part in
together.

Arshad had said last
year after he took silver at
the World Championship
behind Neeraj that he
wanted to see India and Pa-
kistan finish 12 at the
Olympics too.

Neeraj and Arshad did
just that. But the order of
medals was reversed.
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Personality In News : Buddhadeb Bhattacharya (1944-2024)
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Daily News Analysis

Change in Bangladesh, the challenges for India

ith events in Bangladesh unfolding at a
w rapid pace, this writer recalls the

events of February 2009 when (now
former) Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina faced a
major crisis within two months of her taking over.
The mutiny of the Bangladesh Rifles (BDR), a
paramilitary force, where the rebels took over the
BDR’s headquarters in Dhaka, left 74 dead, out of
whom 57 were army officers.

The unrest spread to 12 other towns and cities
and posed a direct threat to the fledgling
democratically elected government of Sheikh
Hasina.

Indian Foreign Secretary Shivshankar Menon
was called back from Colombo by the then
External Affairs Minister Pranab Mukherjee,
where this writer was also present, being the
Head of Division for Bangladesh, Sri Lanka,
Myanmar and the Maldives. We took the only
available flight, late at night, to Mumbai and then
to Delhi to reach early the next morning. Within
two hours, the Foreign Secretary began meeting
Ambassadors of important countries to convey
India’s concern about the unfolding crisis and
seeking their understanding in case the situation
got worse.

The mutiny failed. It was bound to fail since
Ms. Hasina had just come to power riding on
“clean” elections with huge backing from women
and youth, and without the army’s interference.
But in the 15 years of her tenure, all this seems to
have been squandered.

A growing disconnect

The recent elections in 2024 were least inclusive
with the Opposition’s boycott, dwindling
democratic space, an erosion of human rights, a
severe economic downturn and, even more
significantly, high levels of unemployment among
the youth — a segment of support which had
earlier benefited from the sustained economic
growth under Ms. Hasina. And when the
students’ protests broke out, led by the
Anti-Discrimination Student Movement, the fact
that it was handled in a ham-handed manner —
almost as if they were the enemies of the state,

T.S. Tirumurti
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Permanent
Representative to the
United Nations, New
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Head of Division for
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the Maldives

New Delhi can
capitalise on its
strong
development
partnership with
Dhaka and work
closely with the
interim
government,

the army,

and the people

and which saw the use of violence — sealed Ms.
Hasina’s fate.

Factoring in public opinion, challenges
However, Bangladesh Army chief, General
Waker-uz-Zaman, has stepped into a situation
that is quite different from what existed when
Gen. Moeen U. Ahmed took over in 2007 ina
coup. In 2007, one needed the army to bring the
anarchy and the violence that was unleashed by
both the major political parties under control,
restore governance and facilitate elections. The
situation demanded a strong man at the top. In
2024, the army is seen more as facilitating the will
of the people by driving out a beleaguered Prime
Minister and restoring the democratic process.
This has also made the army more vulnerable
and, therefore, more responsive to public
opinion.

A sign of this vulnerability is the acceptance of
the students’ choice of Nobel laureate
Muhammad Yunus as the head of the interim
government. Normally, coup leaders nominate
lacklustre technocrats to run the country under
their tight supervision, and not accept a popular
leader who commands widespread respect,
internally and externally. But then, the army’s
vulnerability may well be the silver lining which
Bangladesh is looking for. Mr. Yunus is seen as a
passionate supporter of democratic values and
the rule of law. He is a known Hasina-baiter, on
account of how she treated him. While he did
nurse political ambitions and wanted to start his
own political party, he is not seen to be close to
the two main parties, the Awami League and the
Bangladesh Nationalist Party. Could this be the
springboard he needs to launch a third force in
Bangladesh?

However, selecting the interim government is
not the only task right now. There is an equally
serious issue — of the students’ agitation being
hijacked by those suppressed under the earlier
regime or who had boycotted the elections or
supported from outside the country. They
include not only the Bangladesh Nationalist Party
and the opposition but also the banned

Bangladesh Jamaat-e-Islami which had unleashed
Islamic jihadist violence in 2006-07. Violence
against Awami League sympathisers and their
properties continue, symbols of Bangladesh
liberation including the statues of Sheikh Mujibur
Rehman are being demolished, and the Hindu
minority community is under attack.
Accommodating such polarised forces in the
interim government will weaken both Mr. Yunus
and the army and, inevitably, give a fillip to
anti-India forces. Will a weak army leadership be
able to control these forces?

While India was the first country to flag
“contemporary forms of religiophobia against
non-Abrahamic religions” in the United Nations
Security Council in 2021 and in the UN General
Assembly in 2022, it has demurred, raising this
more forcefully with its neighbours and the West,
apart from the usual expression of concern.
Recent events in Bangladesh have shown, yet
again, that if India does not, nobody will.

Mirroring Myanmar and the Maldives

The situation in Bangladesh is akin to events
unfolding in Myanmar rather than Sri Lanka.
After three consecutive elections in Myanmar, the
coup leaders are finding it difficult to retain
control over the people and ethnic groups and
may well collapse sooner rather than later. After
four consecutive elections in Bangladesh, where
peoples’ democratic aspirations have been raised,
the military will find its role considerably
circumscribed.

For India, the situation seems similar to what
happened in the Maldives where it, inter alia,
propped up President Ibrahim Mohamed Solih
without building bridges to the other side and
facing a backlash when the opposition came to
power.

What is in its favour though, whether in the
Maldives or Afghanistan or Sri Lanka, or now in
Bangladesh, is the strong development
partnership and projects it has built for the
benefit of their peoples. India’s best bet is to work
closely with Mr. Yunus and the army, and with
the people.
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GEO 1AS Dally News Analy51s
» HEXUA T@l B FIRET B URA B SAG H Heudt Il &1 Tiafaledl & IR H Fde g
MR SR JUIIT WR! BT THITA HRA & Q1T SANH IRBR & A1 TGN BT AR |

Hivpiae iR TS Jo1d
» A Y A P o d& BT IGIaT ¢ JRpidd R Al g Al & s el B F@1aT oF &
RO T Aotgd fgueia el siR Susft e &1 S8 Y@ & Hag o 9dhd g |
B UHJID] & HUBRI DI dbTdd HIAL HRA I TRATGR T HeUEHAD] b AHYDBR] DT IR& D
BT DR AMQT, ITb! YRET 3R B0l YHYT T3 & AT Feifdd € 4 a1 A1y

YRA-IATSRT & ST oY S/ WIS §U?

SfaeTRie Adw:

» FHAICK & Y YRA & &t DI A1d 1971 & THae Gfaa T J 3@ 15 AT YR 3 rforea™ 4 Sfreie
DI TETs T FATGR Pt T & oI Hedqul ¥ 3R Hifdd Teradl UaH i

» ISP SId9E, U I & 701 § 3 & HRU $S ol aul § FeY TG 51 T 1970 F TP & A T
a1 faare 3R Iare W AP 5 SR dd & Hel R HRA faRiet Hrammd s |

B Ig R $S D! dP SIRI g1, ofd db b 1996 T TG ST Il | 7151 318 3R Igi- 11 oIt dear
WR Y & 91y fgueha dedl o te =131 ey foran|

» 9 9, YRA 3R SHATGRT A AR, Hofl, AT eld, Hrfaeiac SR & & Fgdi &1 fHHfor o g1

i Tga:
» IS TP aF | YRA 3R IACR & a9 fgueia AR § AR 9 55 6
B TN 0T TRAT H YR 6T a8 §8T ATUR IJRIGR I9HR I+ 8, e fgueha samur 2020-21 #
10.8 fafer 3! STek | Tgahx 2021-2022 H 18 fafera srdit Sier o Ugd T4 §, Bleiiie Pifds-
19 TEMRY 3R TY-Teh1 g & HRUT 2022-23 H 30 fiRTae 3113 2|
» gmmmmmwwmm%,wwmﬁﬁmzmww
|
B 2022 T THI <R A Th AU ARG HFNGRT THS (CEPA) R T Tgdd Tderidl e QT faa|
CEPA &1 Tigd 3R §¢ SIIdl § Sl SIieleRT 2026 & &G 3O Gad HH f[aHRid o1 (LDC) HT golt @A
e g, For YRd  IUHT Yoob-Had 3R Piel-Had SR Ugd T g STe|
» FACE YRd & 1Y TP Jad AUR JHIG (FTA) &1 ifad &9 ¢ & e Ige ghm, ¢k Iy & 9
W@WWWW(RCEP)ﬁmmwlwﬁWWW%WW%
C2GIE

gfrardt e
B 2010 Y YR 7 IR &1 7 faferg smfket STer ¥ Y o1 U1 Tgrdl YaH &1 8|
» YR 3R IS A 2015 & YfH W IHha (LBA) 3R &g 9 R Tl faare S oe w9 & <ifed gl
DI GHAdIgd® 5o AT g
®» YRA 3R IERR J 2023 H SRART-3FRA 3 i &1 Igured fhar S ARr & mrey ¥ e 3R
JaftR P! SisdT g
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» Y i A YRd &I AT B ATATSTTE] & o FemeRT H geiia 3R T seig! ddb Ugd UaH &1 g
D IY Y 3R AR & Y IR SR A &1 Sgrar e & Jua g |
» URagH WU & U famicd AReR WH R, AR, TR 3R UTscs & UgE uRas- uRasHISH &
Sire R i 8, o we RifthT Aead wiftd g 9|
®» YRd JATG gRT 1T ST 38 BRI ¥ 100 foreiHiex gr AIaRaR! §axe IR &M digd S| Jg §a8
ST 3R AR YR I SIS aTdl U Hgdyqul STeies TeRIRT ST |

» ol &9 H, SR HRd I TTHIT 2,000 TTTETe (MW) fooTeft simard et g1
» 2018 §, Y, AT 3R YRA - THATGK & Tga TRHTY Solf RUFeR, TUYGR TRHTY] ol T RTINS &
DG & EIANT IR T JI0 W g&IER U]

?&ﬂmz
» YR 3R TG 4096.7 fhrarie’ &1 AT ITEN HRd §; T8 URA & (bl off USKRN S & W1y AT &t
S aTelt gad det YfH der g
W 3, Uiy §e, SR, HuTerd ok ARt Sarewr & ard ST Iren #Rd ] |
B S gad S Hl FHRd § - T (31T Foifan) SR TR (3nam S IR) |

Jgualty e
W URd 3R A SAARC (Sférr ulRrars &=t ggai T9), BIMSTEC (STd & Wiat ag-&sg debiia! iR
e»nﬁfas% TEaNT) 3R feg HeRTR KT THIRueA (I0RA) ¥ Sguelia Hel & mreaw & &=t wgam § +ft &t

U el
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United Nations (UN)

TG Y (GUF) TP SHRRIPRT TS § Toreh! RITIHT 1945 H g5 2| a0 dH § 59% 193 GG SR 5 |

f

.-'M ’J

UNDP:

» T 1Y BT HRIGH (UNDP) TG 18 &1 afyes far Sead 1

» UNDP &1 RITUAT 1965 H TGar Y DI HSHHT GRT B1 T3 |

» g fAmrRia <=1 &I [ORivs Jarg, UiRiemr ok e Jeradl UaH &HRdl &, ford Jad &4 fasiid
=T 1 TR & TR SR fera ST 21

» JUASH HRAGRI IS g1 WX & 36 R & UfAMHTIA! & &1 ¢ off IRI-aRT § HTH $Hd ¢ |

» I8 O RE I U <2 & Wiy aneH 3 fag Uit g
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»

UNEP:

»

»

»

guASIUT §ga 1Y Had [IHI T (GUATHSIGN) BT $H% g, Sl Th Acdd § Sl 165 &R0 | el § 3R
Idd fasm & forg 2030 TSIST BT M F@TH & I HTH IR I 40 JUA B8, HAHH, fay TeiREl 3R
317 Tl & Uehle IRaT B

TG XY TR HEiwH (Gu Tafer) Te afye wafaror wiievor ? ot 3fye gafaror et Fuffed
Rl &, TG Y YUIelt & HieR Fod [ & TiaRuiy SR & G HRIi-ad b §g1dl &l o |
S 1972 ® TgH AY HENHHT GRT HHG UYIRU R Yo Y T (Kb THTH) &
GRG0 R B T8 2|

guasd! SR fay My fogM e (Ssgudsn) A Ta-ad faf & YR R Jaary uRddd &
3THT B & g 1988 H Teary IRad R HR-IRBR Ud (SMSYIRIRR) BT T 1 |

3T RITTAT & 91 I, JUASUT - IgUeia Taiavul JHgidl (TASY) & fae™ § Ag@yul YfieT AT |
Ul gRT g | Fafifed i Trst & wfaredl &1 Asrer o1 S o:

o Sifad fafaedr )R =43 (CBD)

o I Sl SR aTRUfcdl BT JeadTd UiTad H SRR TR IR H-aM (F1es iz i)

o I Sildl Pt T TSIl o TREU IR =A< (HTeHTE)

o 3fISI TR o TREUT o foIT fagT =M

o URT WR A1 H-a%H

o TaARATH YRS & HAT-UR SMaFH 3R I9% T & a7 )R 99 H-a8H

o R HIEH® Ugid! IR TIDHgH H-a<H

o MRITT IR & $& WA I AR DlcARD! & oW gd Jrad Fgdid ufshar | AcsH
H-aIH

UN-gfaee:

»

»

»

»

TG 1Y AT ST BT BRIHH (UN-8fICT) TP S5k X1 Hidw BT fa=m & 1 = aren Iga
1Y HRIHH B

T fiRH gl 3R yafaruita ©u T fewrs HrHd ikl & ey &) serar 31 8ik I+t & forg
T 318 &1 Uy g

P! WA 1978 H dpar, HAST H 1976 H AMd IRgdl iR Tad ¥ed! fae™ @faee 1) R ugd
TG Y TR & GRUTHGEY $i 75 2|

1996 H SXIga, Il | AMa Il (Bfdce I1) R gOR Ggad Y JHe 7 gface Tols & arsY a8
fuffed feu:

o qft & fore v sy

o XEAHRUI B AT B Rt OHd aidl &1 fae |
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» 2016 H febcl, IPTSR | MY 3R Idd el fawm (gface 1) WR Ry Ggad Y TieH i
foram T U1l 3Y Idd e @8 (SDG) & d&d-11 WR fovaR & 9 $i: "RTER| 3R AT aid! Bl
AR, IR, T 3R fedwre, S|

WFP:

» Oy @R SRAGT (WFP) S §a 3R Siia dea arar soft Idig e 8, simard Rufadt & @
TETI UG HRT § 3R U0 H YUR 3R TEIema- - & [0l T & 1 H1H Sl 6|
» WFP BT RITGHT 1963 H FAO (@Te 3R P WTG) IR TG Y HTHH GRT BT T8 Y|

Will be continue...



