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Page 01 : Prelims Fact 

The National Institutional Ranking Framework (NIRF) 2024 highlights top Indian educational institutions 

based on comprehensive parameters. 

 IIT-Madras and Indian Institute of Science, Bengaluru continued their dominance in engineering and 

research. 

 New categories and increased institutional participation reflect ongoing enhancements in India’s 

higher education landscape. 

 
About the news: 

 IIT-Madras ranked as the best educational institution in India for the sixth time since 2019. 

 IIT-Madras also retained the top position in engineering for the ninth consecutive year. 

 Indian Institute of Science, Bengaluru ranked highest in universities and research categories. 

 New NIRF categories: open universities, skill universities, and State public universities. 

 IIM-Ahmedabad continued as the top management institute for the fifth year. 

 AIIMS, New Delhi remains the best in medical sciences for seven years. 

 IIT-Bombay is the top institution for innovation. 

 Increased participation in 2024: 6,517 institutions, 10,845 applications. 

National Institutional Ranking Framework (NIRF) 

 The National Institutional Ranking Framework (NIRF) is an initiative by the Ministry of Education, 

launched in 2015 to rank higher education institutions in India. 

 It assesses institutions across several parameters, including teaching, learning, and resources, 

research and professional practices, graduation outcomes, outreach and inclusivity, and perception. 

 NIRF publishes annual rankings in various categories such as overall, universities, engineering, 

management, pharmacy, and colleges, among others. 
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 The framework aims to promote competitive excellence and enhance the quality of education. 

 Participating institutions submit data online, which is then subjected to thorough scrutiny and 

analysis to ensure accuracy and transparency. 

 

 

UPSC Prelims Practice Question 

Ques : Consider the following statements with respect to National Institutional 

Ranking Framework 

1. It is the first government-backed ranking of universities and institutes in higher education 

in India. 

2. The ranking is based on the data collected by the Ministry of Human Resource and 

Development. 

Which of the above statement(s) is/are correct? 

a) Only 1 

b) Only 2 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) None of the above 

 

Ans : a) 
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Page 03 : GS 2 : Indian Polity – Federal Structure 
The issue revolves around the Union government’s use of cesses and surcharges, which reduce the divisible 

pool of taxes shared with States. 

 This practice, coupled with perceived discriminatory redistribution, has led to tensions in fiscal 

federalism, especially affecting the financial autonomy and resource distribution among different 

Indian States. 

 
Levy of Cesses and Surcharges by the Union Government 

 The Union government imposes cesses and surcharges, which are not part of the divisible pool of 

taxes shared with States. 

 Between 2015-16 and 2018-19, States reportedly lost approximately ₹5.26 lakh crore due to these 

levies, reducing the resources available for distribution. 

Discriminatory Redistribution of the Divisible Pool 

 The central redistribution of the divisible pool of taxes is perceived as discriminatory, with some 

States receiving a smaller share compared to others. 

 Examples include Tamil Nadu receiving only 29% of its contributions back, Maharashtra 10%, while 

Kerala gets 57%, compared to higher shares for States like Bihar, Uttar Pradesh, and Chhattisgarh. 
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Challenges in Fiscal Federalism 

 Lack of Objective Criteria for Resource Transfer 

o There is a need for transparent and objective criteria for transferring resources to ensure fairness 

and equity among States. 

o Current devolution practices are seen as inequitable, leading to fiscal stress for some States. 

 Impact on State Finances 

o States argue that the current system restricts their financial autonomy and ability to effectively 

manage their resources. 

o The fiscal pressure is particularly acute for States investing heavily in social sectors, facing 

reduced funding from the Centre. 

Implications for Backward States 

 Limited Economic Improvement Despite Higher Share 

o Despite receiving a higher share from the divisible pool, many backward States have not shown 

significant improvement in per capita income. 

o This raises questions about the effectiveness of the current redistribution model in promoting 

balanced regional development. 

Constraints Post-GST Implementation 

 Reduced Taxation Powers for States 

o The introduction of the Goods and Services Tax (GST) has limited the taxation powers of States, 

restricting them to levying taxes mainly on petrol, diesel, and alcohol. 

o This has further constrained States’ ability to generate revenue independently, increasing 

reliance on central transfers. 

Political Dimensions 

 Perceived Discrimination Against Opposition-Ruled States 

o There is an allegation that the Union government discriminates against Opposition-ruled States, 

particularly those investing significantly in social sectors. 

o This perceived bias adds a political dimension to the fiscal confrontation, with claims of financial 

squeezing of these States. 
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UPSC Prelims PYQ : 2023 

Ques : Consider the following:  

1. Demographic performance 

2. Forest and ecology 

3. Governance reforms 

4. Stable government 

5. Tax and fiscal efforts 

For the horizontal tax devolution, the Fifteenth Finance Commission used how many 

of the above as criteria other than population area and income distance? 

 

(a) Only two 

(b) Only three 

(c) Only four 

(d) All five 

 

Ans: (b)  
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Page : 04 : Prelims Fact 
In Indore, Madhya Pradesh, a 20-year-old man showing symptoms of the Chandipura virus, such as flu, 

cold, and cough, had his sample 

sent to a Pune lab for testing. 

 Union Health Minister J.P. 

Nadda reported 53 confirmed 

cases in India, with 51 from 

Gujarat, including 19 deaths. 

Chandipura Virus: 

 Origin: Chandipura virus was 

first identified in 1965 in the 

village of Chandipura in 

Maharashtra, India. 

 Transmission: The virus is 

primarily transmitted by 

sandflies, particularly the 

Phlebotomus species. 

 Geographic Distribution: 

While initially reported in 

India, outbreaks have also 

been observed in 

neighbouring countries like 

Nepal and Bangladesh. 

 Symptoms: The virus can 

cause an acute encephalitic 

illness characterised by 

sudden high fever, 

convulsions, altered mental 

status, and sometimes coma. 

It primarily affects children. 

 Outbreaks: Notable 

outbreaks have occurred in 

central and western India, 

with significant mortality rates 

among children. 

 Diagnosis: Diagnosis is typically made through serological tests and RT-PCR to detect the virus in 

blood or cerebrospinal fluid. 
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 Prevention and Control: Control measures focus on reducing sandfly populations and avoiding 

exposure, as there is currently no specific antiviral treatment or vaccine for the Chandipura virus. 
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Page 10 : GS 2 : Indian Polity : Statutory, Regulatory & Various Quasi-Judicial 

Bodies 

Hindenburg Research alleges SEBI Chairman Madhabi Puri Buch and her husband had hidden stakes in 

offshore funds linked to Adani stock manipulation. 

 Hindenburg Research also raised concerns about Buch’s continued involvement with Agora Partners 

and Blackstone. 

 SEBI denies bias and maintains the integrity of its policies and recusal procedures. 
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Accusations Against SEBI Chairman Madhabi Puri Buch 

 Offshore Fund Connections: Hindenburg Research alleges that Madhabi Puri Buch and her 

husband, Dhaval Buch, held stakes in offshore funds based in Bermuda and Mauritius, which are 

linked to the Adani Group. 

 These funds are purportedly used by Vinod Adani, brother of Gautam Adani, raising concerns about 

a conflict of interest. 

 Financial Opacity: The report highlights that Mr. Buch fully owned a consulting firm, Agora 

Partners, during her tenure at SEBI.  

 Hindenburg asserts that she transferred ownership of this firm to her husband shortly after her 

appointment as SEBI Chairperson, which raises questions about financial transparency. 

 Conflict of Interest with Blackstone: Hindenburg alleges that Dhaval Buch was appointed as a 

senior advisor at Blackstone, a major player in the Real Estate Investment Trusts (REITs) market, 

while Madhabi Puri Buch was leading SEBI. 

 The report claims that under her leadership, SEBI approved regulatory changes that favored REITs, 

benefiting Blackstone.  

Status of the Ongoing Investigation by SEBI 

 Supreme Court Oversight: The Supreme Court has directed SEBI to investigate the allegations 

made by Hindenburg Research. The Court has set a timeline for SEBI to complete its investigation 

into specific allegations, emphasizing the need for accountability in the ongoing inquiry. 

 Show Cause Notice by SEBI: In June 2024, SEBI issued a show cause notice to Hindenburg 

Research, indicating that the regulator is actively pursuing the matter. 

Understanding Short Selling 

 Definition: Short selling involves profiting from a decline in the price of a stock. It involves selling 

borrowed shares with the expectation of buying them back at a lower price. 

 Example: Selling 10 shares at ₹100 each results in ₹1,000. If the price drops to ₹85, buying back the 

shares costs ₹850, yielding a profit of ₹150. 

 Uses and Risks: While short selling can help address market imbalances and ensure price efficiency, 

it can also be used for market manipulation, as described by the U.S. Securities and Exchange 

Commission (SEC) as a “bear raid”. 

Key Takeaways 

 Allegations of Conflict of Interest: The core issue is the alleged conflict of interest involving SEBI 

Chairman Madhabi Puri Buch and her husband’s investments and professional engagements. 

 Short Selling and Market Manipulation: Short selling can be a tool for market manipulation, 

raising concerns about the intentions of short sellers. 

 SEBI’s Response and Legal Proceedings: SEBI is defending its actions and the Supreme Court is 

overseeing the investigation, with ongoing scrutiny of the regulator’s handling of the case. 
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UPSC Mains PYQ : 2015  
Ques : In the light of Satyam Scandal (2009), discuss the changes brought in the corporate governance to 

ensure transparency and accountability. 
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Location In News : Ukraine’s Kursk Operation in Russia 
Ukrainian troops have advanced up to 35 kilometers into Russian territory in the Kursk region. 

What is the Kursk Operation? 

 The Kursk operation marks a significant escalation in the 

ongoing conflict between Ukraine and Russia. 

 The operation has been characterized by intense fighting, 

with reports of casualties. 

About Kursk Region: 

 It is located in the western part of Russia, bordering 

Ukraine to the southwest. 

 The region holds historical significance Battle of Kursk as 

the site of the, which took place from July to August 1943 

and is recognized as the largest tank battle in history 

during World War II. 

 The Kursk region is rich in iron ore, which has led to 

substantial mining operations in the area. 

 The region experiences a continental climate, with cold 

winters and warm summers. 

Significance of the Kursk Operation for Ukraine 

 Strategic Leverage: Strengthens Ukraine’s position in future negotiations by capturing Russian 

territory for potential land exchanges. 

 Buffer Zone Creation: Enhances security for contested Ukrainian areas by establishing a protective 

buffer on Russian soil. 

 Military Diversion: Forces Russia to redeploy troops, weakening their main front lines and easing 

pressure on Ukrainian forces. 
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UPSC Prelims PYQ : 2023 

Ques : Consider the following pairs:  

Regions often mentioned in news       :   Reason for being in news 

1.North Kivu and Ituei     :  War between Armenia and Azerbaijan 

2.Nagorno-Karabakh    : Insurgency in Mozambique 

3.Kherson and Zaporizhzhia   :  Dispute between Israel and Lebanon 

How many of the above pairs are correctly matched? 

 

(a) Only one 

(b) Only two 

(c) All three 

(d) None 

 

Ans: d) 
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Important News Article From 12th Aug’s The Hindu 

Page 07 : GS 3 : Environment 

Recent research reveals that plants absorb more CO2 and store it for shorter periods than previously 

thought.Using radiocarbon from Cold War nuclear tests, scientists found that plants cycle carbon faster 

than estimated. 

 This finding challenges existing climate models and highlights the need for better integration of 

radiocarbon data in climate projections to improve accuracy. 
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Study by an International Team of Researchers: 

 A recent study published in Science by an international research team suggests that plants absorb 

more CO2 from the atmosphere than previously thought but release it back into their surroundings 

sooner than expected. 

 Researchers utilized climate models to analyze the impact of radiocarbon (carbon-14) from nuclear 

bomb tests on the carbon cycle. They tracked changes in radiocarbon levels in the atmosphere and 

how it was absorbed by plants during photosynthesis. 

 The study estimates that plants store around 80 billion tonnes of carbon per year, primarily in leaves 

and finer roots, which is higher than previous estimates of 43-76 billion tonnes. This indicates that 

plants may be cycling carbon through the atmosphere and soil more rapidly than previously 

thought. 

Study from the Relics of the Cold War: 

 The nuclear bomb tests conducted during the Cold War inadvertently provided scientists with 

valuable data for climate research. 

 The tests released significant amounts of radiocarbon into the atmosphere, allowing researchers to 

study its movement and absorption by vegetation. 

 The presence of radiocarbon in the atmosphere serves as a marker for understanding carbon 

dynamics. 

 The study analyzed the radiocarbon levels before and after the 1963 Limited Test Ban Treaty, which 

halted atmospheric nuclear testing, providing insights into how carbon is cycled between the 

atmosphere and vegetation. 

 The study highlights that many climate models have not incorporated radiocarbon data, which 

could lead to inaccuracies in predicting carbon cycling and its impact on climate change. 

 Only one model, the Community Earth System Model 2, has accounted for radiocarbon, but it 

predicted lower absorption levels than the study found. 

How the Whole System is Cycling Faster? 

 Accelerated Carbon Exchange: The researchers concluded that the entire carbon cycle is operating 

faster than previously understood. 

o This means that while plants absorb more CO2, they also release it back into the atmosphere 

more quickly, leading to a more dynamic and less stable carbon storage system. 

 Implications for Climate Mitigation: The findings suggest that strategies relying on plant carbon 

sequestration to offset fossil fuel emissions may need to be reevaluated. 

o If plants are releasing carbon sooner than expected, the potential for mitigating climate change 

through natural carbon sinks could be less effective than previously thought. 

Way forward:  

 Incorporate Radiocarbon Data: Integrate radiocarbon data into existing and future climate models 

to more accurately predict carbon cycling and the role of vegetation in carbon sequestration. This 

will lead to more reliable forecasts of climate change impacts and inform better policy decisions. 
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 Develop Dynamic Carbon Cycle Models: Improve models to account for the faster carbon cycling 

observed, ensuring they reflect the actual pace at which carbon is absorbed and released by plants. 

This will help in refining strategies for climate mitigation. 
 

UPSC Prelims PYQ : 2018 

Ques : What is/are the consequence/consequences of a country becoming the 

member of the ‘Nuclear Suppliers Group’?  

 

1. It will have access to the latest and most efficient nuclear technologies. 

2. It automatically becomes a member of “The Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear 

Weapons (NPT)”. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Ans: (a) 
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Important News Article From 13th Aug’s The Hindu 

Page 10 : GS 2 : Indian Polity 

The Union government introduced a Bill to amend the 1995 Waqf Act, aiming to enhance regulatory 

control over waqf properties and include non-Muslims in management boards. 

 This reform seeks to improve efficiency but faces criticism for potential infringement on religious 

rights and lack of stakeholder consultation. 
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Introduction of the Bill 

 On August 8, 2024, the Union government introduced a Bill in the Lok Sabha to amend the 1995 

Waqf Act. 

 The draft legislation, proposed to be renamed the Unified Waqf Management, Empowerment, 

Efficiency, and Development Act, 2024, seeks to improve the “efficiency of the administration and 

management of waqf properties.” 

 Several Opposition parties have accused the government of introducing the Bill without adequate 

consultation with stakeholders, claiming it encroaches on the Muslim community’s religious rights. 

Understanding Waqf in Islamic Law: 

 In Islamic law, waqf refers to property dedicated in the name of God for religious and charitable 

purposes. 

 Waqf properties include movable or immovable assets set aside for the public good, supporting 

mosques, schools, or the poor. 

 Such properties cannot be transferred, sold, or inherited once designated as waqf.Non-Muslims can 

also create waqfs if they align with Islamic principles. 

Regulation of Waqfs in India 

 In India, waqfs are governed by the 1995 Waqf Act. 

 The Act involves a survey by the State government to identify waqf properties, with a list maintained 

by the State Waqf Board. 

 Each waqf is managed by a mutawalli (custodian), and waqf properties are treated similarly to trusts 

but cannot be dissolved by a Board. 

Role of the Waqf Board 

 The 1995 Act establishes State Waqf Boards to oversee waqf property management. 

 Boards consist of a chairperson, State government nominees, Muslim legislators, Islamic scholars, 

and mutawalli. 

 A full-time Chief Executive Officer, required to be Muslim, heads each Board. 

 The Boards manage waqf properties, can recover lost assets, and sanction property transfers with a 

two-thirds majority. 

 Amendments in 2013 made it nearly impossible to sell waqf properties. 

Central Waqf Council 

 The Central Waqf Council, under the Ministry of Minority Affairs, ensures uniform administration 

across the country. 

 It advises the Union government on waqf issues and policy development. 
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Key Changes in the Proposed Law 

 Definition of Waqf: The Bill revises the definition to require lawful property owners who have 

practised Islam for at least five years to create waqf properties through formal deeds. The Bill 

abolishes the ‘waqf by use’ concept. 

 Government Property: Government properties identified or declared as waqf before or after the 

Act’s commencement will not be recognized as waqf. 

 Beneficiaries: The Bill allows widows, divorced women, and orphans to benefit from waqf assets. 

 Survey Responsibility: District collectors or equivalent officers will handle the surveying of waqf 

properties instead of survey commissioners. 

 A centralised registration system for waqf properties will be established, and records must be 

uploaded within six months of the law’s enactment. 

 Disputed Properties: The Bill omits section 40, which previously allowed waqf tribunals to 

determine waqf status. Instead, district collectors will make the final determination and update 

revenue records. Disputed properties cannot be controlled by Waqf Boards until the final report is 

submitted. 

 Non-Muslim Inclusion: The Bill allows non-Muslims to be included in the Central Waqf Council, 

State Waqf Boards, and waqf tribunals. It permits the Centre to appoint three Members of 

Parliament to the Council without religious restrictions and requires State Boards to include two 

non-Muslims and two women. 

 Waqf Tribunals: The Bill changes waqf tribunals from three-member to two-member bodies, 

consisting of a district judge and a joint secretary rank officer. Tribunals must resolve disputes within 

six months, with an extension possible. 

 Audit and Oversight: The Bill grants the Centre authority to direct the audit of waqfs by auditors 

appointed by the Comptroller and Auditor-General of India. Waqf Boards must conduct annual 

audits and face penalties for failing to maintain proper accounts. 

 Judicial Intervention: Courts can now intervene in waqf disputes, allowing appeals to the High 

Court and removing the finality of tribunal decisions. 

Potential Implications 

 Some scholars have supported the amendments as positive but stress the need for measures 

protecting waqf properties without infringing on religious freedom under Article 25 of the 

Constitution. 

 Questions whether similar non-Muslim participation would be acceptable in Hindu temple boards 

and criticises increased government control as contrary to economic liberalisation principles. 

 The Bill has been referred to a joint parliamentary panel for further scrutiny after opposition from 

the Congress-led INDIA bloc. 
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UPSC Prelims PYQ : 2019 

Ques : Which Article of the Constitution of India safeguards one’s right to marry the 

person of one’s choice?  

 

(a) Article 19 

(b) Article 21 

(c) Article 25 

(d) Article 29 

 

Ans: (b) 
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Page : 08 Editorial Analysis  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GS Paper 02 : Indian Polity : Executive & Judiciary 

 

(UPSC CSE (M) GS-2 2016) What was held in the Coelho case? In this context, can you 

say that judicial review is of key importance amongst the basic features of the 

Constitution? (200 words/10m)  

 

Practice Question :  Evaluate the role of the Supreme Court of India in upholding 

individual liberties and the right to a speedy trial in light of recent bail decisions. 

How do such judgments reflect on the broader challenges within the Indian criminal 

justice system? (250 w/15m)                                                
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Context : 

 The Supreme Court of India granted bail to former Delhi Deputy Chief Minister Manish Sisodia, 

emphasising the importance of individual liberties and the right to a speedy trial. 

 The decision highlighted issues with India’s criminal justice system, including prolonged pretrial 

detentions and the misuse of stringent penal laws like the PMLA. 

Previous judgments on the ‘Right to Speedy Trial’: 

 The Supreme Court referenced its earlier judgments, including Kashmira Singh (1977), P. 

Chidambaram (2020), and Satender Kumar Antil (2022), which establish that the right to a speedy 

trial is fundamental under Article 21 of the Constitution. 

 The Court’s decision in Arnab Manoranjan Goswami vs The State of Maharashtra and Ors. (2020) 

was cited, reinforcing that liberty is a core component of constitutionalism. 

 In recent scenario, the SC relied on its earlier order dated October 30, 2023, in Manish Sisodia vs 

Central Bureau of Investigation, which highlighted concerns about the large volume of evidence 

(56,000 pages of documents and 456 witnesses) potentially causing significant delays in trial 

proceedings. 

Constitutional Mandate 

 The Supreme Court ruled that the right to bail in cases of delay should be integrated into Section 

439 CrPC and Section 45 of the Prevention of Money Laundering Act (PMLA). 

 The judgement is significant due to concerns over the misuse of stringent penal laws and oppressive 

application of the PMLA. 

 The Court highlighted the low conviction rate under the PMLA, with only 40 convictions out of over 

5,000 cases in the last decade. 

Challenges in the Criminal Justice System 

 The criminal justice system faces significant challenges due to delays, where procedural complexities 

become punitive. 

 Issues like justice being hindered by legal technicalities are recognized in cases such as Sushil Kumar 

Sen (1975) and Rani Kusum (2005). 

Concerns Raised 

 Despite its merits, the judgement raises concerns about prolonged custodial confinement based on 

prosecutorial assurances. 

 Relying on the prosecutor’s statements for trial timelines and charge sheet filing can contradict 

principles of natural justice and fair trial procedures. 

The Guarantee of Civil Liberties 

 Constitutional Foundation: The Supreme Court emphasized that individual liberties should not be 

contingent on the discretion of the prosecution. 

o In judgments like Maneka Gandhi v. Union of India (1978), the Court expanded the 

understanding of due process, emphasising that any deprivation of liberty must follow fair, just, 

and reasonable procedures. 
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 Judicial Responsibility: The judgment aims to prevent the misuse of stringent laws like the 

Prevention of Money Laundering Act (PMLA) and to uphold the dignity and rights of individuals. 

 In Rana Ayyub v. Directorate of Enforcement (2023), the Supreme Court emphasized judicial 

oversight in PMLA enforcement while ensuring trials follow underlying offenses. 

 Public’s trust on Judiciary: Presently, the Apex Court pointed out the flawed tendency of some 

judges to deny bail unnecessarily, ignoring the principle of timely trials. This may lead to loss of 

public trust in the judiciary. 

 Call for Systemic Change: The ruling urges a reevaluation of the political and legal systems to 

prioritize justice and individual rights over personal vendettas. 

o State of Maharashtra v. Rani Kusum (2005) underscores the necessity for reforms to address 

delays in the judicial process. 

 Bail is the Rule, Not the Exception: The Supreme Court’s decision in granting bail to Manish 

Sisodia reinforces the principle that bail is the rule, not the exception. 

Restoring Liberty 

 By granting Mr. Sisodia bail, the Supreme Court has addressed previous ambiguities and upheld the 

principles of bail and individual freedom. 

 The judgement aims to prevent undertrials from languishing in custody, losing their freedom, 

reputation, privacy, and dignity without accountability. 

 The nation must shift its political focus away from personal animosities towards justice and dignity 

for all, revitalising democracy. 

Conclusion 

 The article concludes with a personal reflection that the Court’s decision is a step toward ensuring 

that undertrials are not unjustly detained. 

 It calls for a national shift in politics toward justice and dignity, emphasising the role of the judiciary 

in safeguarding civil liberties. 

What is Money Laundering? 

 About: 

o Money laundering is a complex process used by individuals and organisations to conceal the 

origins of illegally obtained money. It involves making illicit funds appear legitimate through a 

series of transactions. 

 Stages of Money Laundering: 

o Placement: The initial stage where illicit funds are introduced into the financial system. This can 

involve deposits into bank accounts, currency exchanges, or purchases of valuable assets. 

o Layering: The process of separating the illicit funds from their source through a series of 

complex financial transactions. This often involves transferring funds between accounts or across 

borders to obscure their origin. 

o Integration: The final stage where the laundered funds are reintroduced into the economy as 

legitimate funds. This can involve investing in businesses, purchasing real estate, or other means 

of legitimising the funds. 
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 Methods of Money Laundering: 

o Structuring (Smurfing): Breaking up large amounts of cash into smaller, less conspicuous 

amounts that are then deposited into bank accounts. 

o Trade-Based Laundering: Using trade transactions to move value across borders and disguise 

the origins of illicit funds. 

o Shell Companies: Creating companies with no legitimate business activity to funnel illicit funds 

through legitimate-looking transactions. 

o Real Estate: Purchasing real estate with illicit funds and then selling it to convert the value into 

legitimate assets. 

What is PMLA, 2002? 

 About: 

o The Prevention of Money Laundering Act, 2002 (PMLA) is an Act of the Parliament of India 

enacted to prevent money laundering and provide for the confiscation of property derived from 

money laundering. 

o It aims to combat money laundering related to illegal activities such as drug trafficking, 

smuggling, and terrorism financing. 

 Key Provisions of PMLA: 

o Offences and Penalties: PMLA defines money laundering offences and imposes penalties for 

such activities. It includes rigorous imprisonment and fines for offenders. 

o Attachment and Confiscation of Property: The Act allows for the attachment and confiscation 

of property involved in money laundering. It provides for the establishment of an Adjudicating 

Authority to oversee these proceedings. 

o Reporting Requirements: PMLA mandates certain entities, such as banks and financial 

institutions, to maintain records of transactions and report suspicious transactions to the 

Financial Intelligence Unit (FIU). 

o Designated Authority and Appellate Tribunal: The Act establishes a Designated Authority to 

assist in the investigation and prosecution of money laundering offences. It also provides for the 

establishment of an Appellate Tribunal to hear appeals against orders of the Adjudicating 

Authority. 

 Objectives of PMLA: 

o Prevention: To prevent money laundering by implementing stringent measures and monitoring 

financial transactions. 

o Detection: To detect and investigate instances of money laundering through proper 

enforcement and regulatory mechanisms. 

o Confiscation: To confiscate properties derived from money laundering activities to deter 

offenders and disrupt illicit financial flows. 

o International Cooperation: To facilitate international cooperation in combating money 

laundering and terrorist financing activities. 

 Recent Amendments to PMLA, 2002: 



                         
 
 
 

 
 

 

Daily News Analysis 
 

 

o Clarification about the Position of Proceeds of Crime: Proceeds of the Crime not only 

includes the property derived from scheduled offence but would also include any other property 

derived or obtained indulging into any criminal activity relate-able or similar to the scheduled 

offence. 

o Money Laundering Redefined: Money Laundering was not an independent crime rather 

depended on another crime, known as the predicate offence or scheduled offence. The 

amendment seeks to treat money laundering as a stand-alone crime. 
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The United Nations (UN) is an international organization founded in 1945. It is currently made up of 193 

Member States. 

 

United Nations (UN) Specialized Agencies: 

 Articles 57 and 63 of the United Nations (UN) Charter provides provision of creating specialized 

agencies. 

UNCTAD 

United Nations (UN) 
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 UNCTAD supports developing countries to access the benefits of a globalized economy more fairly 

and effectively. 

 It helps to use trade, investment, finance, and technology as vehicles for inclusive and sustainable 

development. 

UNODC 

 United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) is a global leader in the fight against illicit 

drugs and international crime. 

 It was established in 1997through a merger between the United Nations Drug Control Programme 

and the Centre for International Crime Prevention. 

 UNODC is mandated to assist Member States in their struggle against illicit drugs, crime and 

terrorism. 

UNHCR 

 The office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) was created in 1950, 

during the aftermath of the Second World War, to help millions of Europeans who had fled or lost 

their homes. 

 In 1954, UNHCR won the Nobel Peace Prize for its ground-breaking work in Europe. 

 The start of the 21st century has seen UNHCR help with major refugee crises in Africa, the Middle 

East and Asia. 

 It also uses its expertise to help many internally displaced by conflict and expanded its role in 

helping stateless people. 

ESCAP 

 United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP) is the main 

economic and social development centre of the UN in the region, headquartered in Bangkok 

(Thailand) in 1947. 

 It responds to the development needs and priorities of the region through its convening authority, 

economic and social analysis, normative standard-setting and technical assistance. 

 

 

 


