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Nistula Hebbar
NEW DELHI

n his 1ith successive
l Independence Day ad-

dress from the ram-
parts of the Red Fort,
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Thursday gave a
renewed push to the BJP’s
ideological aim of a Un-
iform Civil Code (UCC), re-
framing the idea as a “secu-
lar civil code” enshrined in
the Constitution and a way
of ensuring equality before
the law for all.

“The Supreme Court
has repeatedly discussed a
Uniform Civil Code in In-
dia. A large section of the
country believes, and it is
true that in the civil code,
what we have is a commu-
nal civil code. The need of
the hour is a secular civil
code. Only then will we be
free of discrimination on
the basis of religion. It is
our duty to fulfil the vision
of our Constitution mak-
ers,” the Prime Minister
said.

Besides the UCC, a large
part of the PM’s customary
address touched on several
contemporary issues that
packed a strong criticism
of the Opposition. Without
naming the West Bengal
government and the rape
and murder of a doctor in
Kolkata, Mr. Modi flagged
the issue of women’s
safety.

“Our mothers, sisters
and daughters are being
tortured. There is anger
among the people and I
can feel it. The country, so-

. ®
National narrative: Prime Minister Narendra Modi addressing the
nation at the Red Fort on 78th Independence Day. RV. MOORTHY

-

ciety and State govern-
ments need to take this se-
riously. There must be
quick investigation and
conviction of the perpetra-
tors of such crimes,” he
said.

Mr. Modi also referred
to forces of anarchy that
wanted to destabilise the
country, especially eco-
nomically, again an un-
named reference to the re-
port by Hindenburg
Research on the Adani
Group, which BJP spokes-
persons have termed an at-

NDA allies strike
a cautious note

NEW DELHI

The Janata Dal (U) and Telugu
Desam Party, key allies of the
ruling NDA, struck a cautious
note on Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s proposal for a
“secular civil code”. Both
parties have not supported the
idea in the

past. » PAGE 5

tempt to destabilise Indian
markets.

He reiterated his com-
mitment to fighting cor-
ruption and deplored what
he termed the tendency in
some quarters to celebrate
corruption. He added that
he was prepared to pay the
price for going after cor-
ruption and the corrupt.

Call for peace

On Bangladesh, the PM
struck a pragmatic note.
“As a neighbouring coun-
try, I understand the worry

PM calls for ‘secular civil code’
in Independence Day speech

In his I1th successive address to the nation from the Red Fort, Modi seeks to do away with a ‘communal civil code’ and end
discrimination on the basis of religion; he flags issue of women’s safety, says forces of anarchy want to destabilise country

regarding what happened
in Bangladesh. I hope that
the situation becomes nor-
mal there very soon. We
are committed towards
peace and have the best
wishes for Bangladesh’s
development journey,” he
said.

The PM also touched on
the controversy surround-
ing the National Eligibility-
cum-Entrance Test (NEET)
for medical education,
promising that his govern-
ment would be increasing
the seats available for med-
ical education across the
country by 75,000.

While delivering his lon-
gest Independence Day
speech in 11 years (at 98 mi-
nutes), Mr. Modi also pre-
sented a report card of his
government of the past 10
years, lauding the pace and
intent of reforms underta-
ken by it.
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With delays plaguing the
334,000-crore PM-KUSUM
programme launched to
boost solar energy infras-
tructure in agriculture,
States have begun experi-
menting with alternative
approaches to improve
adoption. The Pradhan
Mantri-Kisan Urja  Su-
raksha evam Utthaan Ma-
habhiyan (PM-KUSUM) en-
visages setting up 100 GW
of solar power plants in
farmer-owned land, install-
ing 14 lakh solar pumps,
and solarising 35 lakh grid-
connected  agricultural
pumps.

As of June, only 256 MW
of power plants, 3.97 lakh
solar pumps and 13,500 so-
larised pumps have been
installed. The low uptake
has forced the government
to push the scheme’s dea-
dline to 2026.

A lot of challenges
A key hurdle is the unavail-
ability of suitable land. So-
lar power in India has
grown on the back of utili-
ty-scale power projects in
Gujarat and Rajasthan
where vast tracts of deserts
and uncultivable land are
suitable for setting up pow-
er plants.

With agricultural land, it
is often a challenge to find

Akey hurdle hindering the programme is the lack of suitable |:

enough parcels of land that
can be pooled together
and made available to a
power project developer,

e

said Saurabh Kumar, Vice
President-India,  Global
Energy Alliance for People
and Planet (GEAPP). The

and. GETTY IMAGES

latter is a collaboration of
the IKEA Foundation, the
Rockefeller ~ Foundation
and the Bezos Earth Fund,

and works on clean energy
adoption and financing the
transition away from fossil

fuel in developing
countries.
Drone technology

“We have been working
with the Rajasthan govern-
ment by developing a digi-
tal platform that uses
drone technology to map
land parcels. While this is
information that is availa-
ble to the government, of-
ten there is little institu-
tional capacity to actually
execute projects,” said Mr.
Kumar. “We connect with
farmers and  power
developers.”

“As of date, 12.3 MW has

already been installed in
Rajasthan. The plan is to
touch 100 MW in 2024,
said Mr. Kumar. Plans are
afoot to apply this ap-
proach in Maharashtra and
Madhya Pradesh as well,
he added.

The digital platform al-
lows tracking the scheme’s
progress in real-time allow-
ing for “prompt corrective
actions and provides a le-
vel of oversight crucial for
the successful deployment
of large-scale solar pro-
jects, where delays and
mismanagement can have
significant repercussions,”
a GEAPP document noted.

Farmers willing to set
up solar modules on their

Digital platform driven by drone mapping to revive solar power scheme

lands are paid rent by the
power project developer.
“GEAPP looks to ensure
that landowners receive
fair compensation, with
lease rates linked to pre-
vailing market rates and
adjusted for inflation.
GEAPP’s digital solutions
and on-ground support
have helped mitigate these
issues, enabling Rajasthan
to lead in achieving its re-
newable energy targets,”
according to the docu-
ment. According to the Mi-
nistry for New and Renew-
able Energy (MNRE), of the
256 MW installed national-
ly, nearly 200 MW of solar
capacity is situated in Ra-
jasthan alone.
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The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

Astronomers from the In-
dian Institute of Astrophys-
ics (IIA) have found a new
method to predict the am-
plitude of the upcoming
solar cycle. Besides, their
research can also help in
space weather forecasting.

The astronomers have
discovered a new correla-
tion using 100 years of so-
lar data from the IIA’s Ko-

daikanal Solar
Observatory.
The intricacies of the so-

lar cycle and forecasting
space weather are impor-
tant fields of current re-
search, including in India.

What is space weather?
“The main components of

Indian astronomers
predict amplitude of next solar cycle
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The astronomers have discovered a new correlation using 100 years
of solar data. TAMILNADUTOURISM.TN.GOV.IN

space weather are the solar
wind, coronal mass ejec-
tions, and solar flares.
They can compress the
magnetosphere of the
Earth and trigger geomag-
netic storms, which can af-
fect communication and
power transmission, dam-
age spacecraft electronics,

and threaten the lives of as-
tronauts. Thus, space
weather has a profound in-
fluence on modern civiliza-
tion,” said the Department
of Science and Technology.

Astronomers use many
different ways to forecast
the strength of the next so-
lar cycle. This includes the-

find new method to

oretical calculations based
on dynamo models, extra-
polations, precursor meth-
ods, etc.

The precursor method
uses the value of some
measure of solar activity at
a specified time to predict
the strength of the follow-
ing solar maximum.

Number of sun spots

In a recently-published
work, IIA researchers dis-
covered that the width of
the supergranular cells on
the solar surface during
the minimum year of the
solar cycle is related to the
number of sunspots seen
during the subsequent so-
lar cycle maximum. This
simple method can be
used in space weather fore-
casting.
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The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

he Union govern-
T ment on Thursday
launched the Na-

tional Pest Surveillance
System (NPSS) powered by
artificial intelligence (AD) to
help farmers to connect
with agriculture scientists
and experts by mobile

phones for controlling
pests.
Launching the pro-

gramme, Agriculture Mi-
nister Shivraj Singh Chou-
han said the aim was to
reduce the dependence of
farmers on pesticide retail-
ers and to inculcate a
scientific approach among
them towards pest man-
agement. The NPSS will
analyse latest data using Al
tools to help farmers and
experts in pest control and
management.

Releasing the system at
an event at the Indian
Council of Agricultural Re-
search, Mr. Chouhan said,
“All new developments in
the field of agriculture
should be beneficial for the
farmers.” He added that in-
creasing yield was a priori-

controlling them. A.M. FARUQUI

ty for the Modi govern-
ment. “Farmers need
better seeds for increasing
productivity. Our scientific
community is working
along with the farmers to-
wards this,” he said.

‘For fast solution’

He said technology should
reach the fields, and the
NPSS was such an effort.
“If we get to know about
the pest attack at the begin-
ning of the attack, it will

Tech solution: The Al-based system will help in identifying pests and

help in finding a fast cure.
This system will help in
identifying pests and con-
trolling them. The benefit
of this technology must go
to farmers,” the Minister
said.

The Ministry said the
NPSS would help about 14
crore farmers in the coun-
try. The Centre envisages
connecting scientists with
farmers using it. Farmers
can take photos of the in-
fested crops or the insect

Centre Iaunches new
Al-based surveillance
system to manage pests

NPSS will connect agriculture scientists with farmers; agriculturists can take a photo of infested
crops or the insect using the system on their phones and this will reach scientists and experts

using the system on their
phones and this will reach
scientists and experts.

“Using the correct quan-
tity of correct pesticide at
the correct time is the chal-
lenge and this system will
help farmers to address
this challenge,” Union Agri-
culture Secretary Devesh
Chaturvedi told The Hindu.

He said it would also
help in addressing the pro-
blem of using excessive
pesticides. “This system
can help cure diseases at
the proper time using tech-
nology. It will help in accu-
rate diagnosis and accurate
treatment. This will build
confidence among farmers
and production will also
increase. This can save the
soil too. It is a technologi-
cal platform and needs no
additional funding,” he
said.

He added that the tech-
nology would be sent to
the States and they can
propagate this using their
outreach programmes.

“We have succesfully
done pilot schemes on this
system and it was released
based on proper trials,”
Mr. Chaturvedi said.

AR e AR goredt (NPSS)
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An obstinate refusal to focus on welfare

he Union Budget has drawn stern

criticism from several quarters of the

populace for a variety of reasons. On

the welfare front, the government has,
yet again, failed to increase expenditure on
critical welfare schemes that support the
marginalised in the country. The government’s
obstinate refusal to focus on welfare is perplexing
to say the least, in a country where, according to
the government’s own data, about 34% of the
population survives on less than 100 a day and
over 81 crore people require free foodgrains to get
by. The National Democratic Alliance (NDA) now,
or NDA 3.0, appears to continue the trend the
alliance set in its two previous terms by reducing
welfare allocations — as shown in the analysis
below based on Budget papers.

Key welfare schemes, an underfunding

Two of the government’s biggest welfare
schemes, the Mahatma Gandhi National Rural
Employment Guarantee Act (MGNREGA) and the
National Food Security Act (NFSA) (Food Subsidy)
have seen their Budget allocations continuously
fall as a share of GDP since 2014-15, except for the
COVID-19 pandemic years when the government
had to rely on these two schemes to avert a major
disaster. MGNREGA guarantees every rural
household 100 days of employment whereas the
Food Subsidy is responsible for providing free
foodgrains to about two-thirds of the population.

The NFSA had an expenditure of 0.72% of GDP
last year, whereas this year, it has fallen to 0.63%
of GDP. A truly bizarre decision in a country
where over 100 crore people cannot afford a
healthy diet and where just about 50% have three
meals a day.

Similarly, the allocated budget for MGNREGA
this year is 0.26% of GDP as compared to the
0.29% allocated last year. As a share of GDP, these
two schemes today have a 25% lesser combined
Budget allocation than they did in 2014-15 when
the NDA first assumed power. With stagnating
rural real wages and systematic underfunding of
MGNREGA, it is no wonder that rural distress is
spiking across the country.

Vulnerable groups such as widows, the elderly,
and disabled individuals below the poverty line
too were ignored in the Budget. The National
Social Assistance Programme, which provides
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monetary support to the groups mentioned as
well as families who have lost their breadwinner,
saw no increase in its allocation in the Budget. Its
Budget allocation this year is exactly the same as
last year in nominal terms. Its expenditure as a
share of GDP has halved since 2014-15, from
0.06% to 0.03%.

The scheme provides paltry pensions of 200
a month to the elderly and 3300 a month to
widows — an amount that has not increased since
2006 despite repeated requests from dozens of
economists. Even at a poverty line of 330 a day,
these vulnerable groups would be living at least
66% below the poverty line if left solely to the
devices of the state.

Welfare and nutrition schemes

Recently, the Women and Child Development
Minister admitted in Parliament that more than
50% of children under the age of five in India
suffer from chronic malnutrition. Moreover,
anaemia rates in Indian women and children are
20% and 15% higher, respectively, than the global
average. Saksham Anganwadi and Poshan 2.0 is a
welfare scheme which aims to tackle child
malnutrition and hunger. The Anganwadi
programme was merged with the Prime
Minister’s Overarching Scheme for Holistic
Nourishment (POSHAN) Abhiyaan and a nutrition
scheme for adolescent girls in 2021-22. However,
even with additions, the Budget allocated for the
same has declined by more than half since
2014-15 — from 0.13% of GDP then to 0.06% of
GDP in the recent Budget.

To address malnutrition and hunger among
school-going children, the government runs the
mid-day meal (MDM) programme. The MDM
programme covers about 12 crore children in the
country. Despite the programme’s many
successes in increasing class attendance, and
educational as well as nutritional outcomes, the
funds meant for it have halved since 2014-15as a
share of GDP. Further, the Ministry of Finance
rejected a plan for breakfast at school in 2021
citing a lack of funds despite the promise it has
shown in Tamil Nadu.

In the face of an acute malnutrition crisis
facing our children, it is imperative that we
increase the coverage of these programmes and
provide more nutritious food to our children.

The share in GDP of central expenditure on
education (primary and secondary) has also
declined this year to 0.22% from 0.25% last year.
Although primary education enrolment rates are
high, we still have a long way to go when it comes
to education quality and basic infrastructure
among other things. Thus, it is concerning when
education’s share in GDP falls from 0.37% in
2014-15 to 0.22% today.

The only saving grace here seems to be the
Budget allocation for health, which saw a slight
increase. Since 2014-15, the share of the Budget
allocated to the Health Ministry in terms of GDP
has increased from 0.25% then to 0.28% this year.
The increase, however, is far from enough in a
country where out-of-pocket expenditure on
health remains very high and pushes millions
into poverty every year.

The Budget allocation for all the mentioned
schemes/departments has gone down from 2.1%
as a share of GDP in 2014-15 to just 1.53% this year.
The fact that the same was nearly thrice of what it
is today — 4.31% of GDP — in the COVID-19
pandemic year of 2020-21, underlines the vitality
of these schemes.

According to one estimate, the government has
foregone tax revenue of over I8 lakh crore since it
slashed corporate tax rates in 2019. It appears
that it is the poor and the vulnerable who have
been sacrificed to accommodate the resulting
reduction in fiscal space due to tax cuts.

1t is no wonder then that India has a poor
Human Development Index rank of 132, and that
today it is more unequal than it was during
British rule, according to a new report by the
World Inequality Lab.

In contrast, the UPA era

If the NDA government is serious about its Viksit
Bharat dreams then it must realise that the way to
a developed society is through the stomachs and
pens of its poorest citizens. No civilised society
could be considered developed if a large portion
of its population is unable to afford a life of
dignity. Perhaps, the NDA government would do
well to follow the example of the United
Progressive Alliance governments which not only
saw the introduction of new welfare schemes but
also a steady increase in their Budget allocations
over time.
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TS 1Y AT 3 SR FREApR0r uRaerslt &1 e a1 g1 597 SIaRigh o $fR gRam Hifd &
Wi geg fpar gl

T I, Yaw XY MAfaRad o0 § G7 BT 3eaad dRd & B, TG g SHRDT, ARcs ey,
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3% somUR # gyt yrfier B
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