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Page : 01 : Prelims Fact
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Aattam top film, Kantara’s Rishab the best actor as
regional movies steal the show at National Film Awards

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The National Film Awards
for 2022, announced on
Friday, was dominated by
regional movies, with Aat-
tam (The Play) in Malaya-
lam being adjudged the
Best Feature Film. Rishab
Shetty won the Best Actor
award for his role in Kanta-
ra (Kannada), and Nithya
Menen and Manasi Parekh
shared the Best Actress
award for Thiruchitramba-
lam (Tamil) and Kutch Ex-
press (Gujarati)
respectively.

Aattam was also de-
clared the best in the edit-
ing (Mahesh Bhuvanend)
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SidTl

$ & 335 33 3 3 3

2022 & for P

{TSH = TAIT WIeR thed BT REHR

FYY AT A HART (@FS) F (oT I AT BT RIEBR Sitdl, STaics a1 B 3R AT IRE =

s fearaed @) 3R Fo TN (ToRI) & e Taay sifist &1 RER a1 faa|

ﬁWM%W&WWQﬁ%W WY YaA%) 3R TAIT UeHYT B REBR
|

T IRSH U &R alell 998 b e &7 RIDR

3a18: Sy (B & fore IR SR, ISoia ! 949y FExM &1 [RIBR far mar, forges fag =i
T B I WD AT BT REPR +ff e |
HIST @RaTure) 3 Td9% TR ST (Ua el Heg =) 3R Ta9s S fhed & RIBR
t?rqq-@ﬂ;@g@%ﬁ%@.ﬁ.@ﬂﬂ), 49y BRh 3R gd9y @iy feomsT afed o5
REBR S |
TERA-HTT 1: a1 3 Tday Witg e offan) iR Td9y g3 ursimaes (3iisid Rig) BT RR

HART = Tt

category and for screen-
play (Anand Ekarshi) joint-
ly with Hindi film Gulmo-
har (Arpita Mukherjee and
Rahul V. Chittella); Kantara
also won the award for the
Best Popular Film Provid-
ing Wholesome Entertain-
ment.

The Best Choreography
award went to Jani Master
and Sathish Krishnan for
their work in Thiruchi-
trambalam.

The award for Best Di-
rection went to Sooraj R.
Barjatya for Uunchai: Ze-
nith (Hindi). Pavan Raj Mal-
hotra won the Best Sup-
porting Actor award for
Fouja (Haryanvi) and Nee-
na Gupta won the Best

Malayalam film Aattam, directed by Anand Ekarshi, won the Best

Film, Best Editing and Best Screenplay awards.

Supporting Actress award
for Uunchai: Zenith in the
feature films category.
Fouja was also adjudged
the best in the debut film
category.
Gulmohar got the Best

SidTl

Hindi Film award as well,
while Niki Joshi won the
Best Costume Designer
award for Kutch Express.
The Best Production De-
sign award went to Ananda
Addhya for Aparajito: The

Undefeated (Bengali),
which also got the award
for best make-up (Somnath
Kundu). The Best Lyrics
award went to Naushad Sa-
dar Khan for his work in
Fouja.

Multiple awards for PS-1
A.R. Rahman won the
award for Best Music Direc-
tor (background music) for
Mani Ratnam’s Ponnyin
Selvan-Part 1 (Tamil),
which was also selected as
the best Tamil film and
won awards for the Best Ci-
nematography (Ravi Var-
man) and the Best Sound
Design (Anand
Krishnamoorthi).

Pritam won the Best

T FIRR 7 998 TR-BIR e &1 RE®R SfidT|

SIdT|

Music Director (songs)
award and Arijit Singh was
adjudged the Best Male
Playback Singer for the
song, “Kesariya”, both for
Brahmastra-Part 1: Shiva.

The Best Female Play-
back Singer award went to
Padma Shri awardee Bom-
bay Jayashri for “Chaayum
Veyil”, a song in Saudi Vel-
laka CC 225/2009, which
also won the award for the
Best Malayalam Film.

Brahmastra-Part 1: Shi-
va has been adjudged the
best film in the Animation,
Visual Effects, Gaming &
Comic category.

Ayena: Mirror (Hindu/
Urdu) bagged the award
for Best Non-Feature Film.
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UPSC Prelims PYQ : 2021
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Page 02 : GS 3 : Environment - Environmental pollution and

3R U W7 fapTg UIfIHRur Ifgd depTd, fRhre SUr & 3axgehdl IR SR fear T g1

degradation
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Illegal mining, encroachments, deforestation a threat to Aravali as natural green wall

Mohammed Igbal
JAIPUR

The Aravali range that
stretches from Gujarat to
Delhi through Rajasthan,
considered the natural
green wall in the north-
western part of the coun-
try, is facing a severe threat
from illegal mining, defor-
estation, and human en-
croachments, which have
led to environmental de-
gradation as well as deple-
tion of groundwater re-
serves in the region.

The destruction of the
hills has also led to loss of
vegetation and soil cover,
upsetting the area’s biodi-
versity, according to a
scientific study on the land
use dynamics of the Arava-
li range post-1975, pu-
blished in the journal,
Earth Science Informatics.

Rajasthan occupies 80%
of the world’s oldest hill
range, while other States —
Haryana, Delhi, and Guja-
rat — have 20% share in the
terrain. With a length of
692 km and a width varia-
tion of 10 km to 120 km,
Aravali forms an ecotone

zone between Thar desert
and the Gangetic plain, ina
semi-arid  environment.
The range comprises over
500 hillocks, and the alti-
tude of its highest peak,
Guru Shikhar in Mount
Abu, is 1,722 metres.

The entire ‘green wall’ is
threatened by illegal land
encroachments in Harya-
na, illegal mining in Rajas-
than, and illegal tourism
and hotel construction
work in southern Rajas-
than and Gujarat.

Laxmi Kant Sharma,
professor and head of the
Department of Environ-
mental Science at Central
University of Rajasthan,
presented the findings of
the study towards the end
of June, at the Internation-
al Union of Forest Research
Organisations (IUFRO)
World Conference in Stock-
holm, Sweden. The confe-
rence witnessed the parti-
cipation of over 4,200
scientists from 102 coun-
tries, and saw an exchange
of ideas on climate change,
loss of biodiversity, and en-
vironmental pollution.

Mr. Sharma said a series

of studies conducted by
him, through the applica-
tion of remote sensing
techniques over the last 10
years, had found that in ad-
dition to a risk to the biodi-
versity of the area, the live-
lihood of communities
dependent on the ecosys-
tem of the Aravali range
was under serious threat.

“Our discussions at the
IUFRO conference under-
scored the urgency of im-
plementing  sustainable
practices and policies to
protect and restore the
Aravalis,” Mr. Sharma said,
adding that the partici-
pants in the session ad-
dressed by him laid em-
phasis on getting global
cooperation and ensuring
strong local action to pre-
serve the ancient hill range
for future generations.

Change in forest area

Mr. Sharma said the Arava-
li range had recorded a
change in the forest area
significantly. From 1999 to
2019, the forest area de-
creased up to 0.9% of the
total area, which is
75,572.8 sq. km. Until 1999,

Significant loss: A hill in the Aravali range damaged extensively by
illegal mining. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

29,915 sq. km of the range
was covered with dry de-
ciduous forest. This was re-
duced to 29,210 sq. km in
2019, resulting in the dis-
appearance of 705 sq. km
area of the forest.

While human settle-
ments constantly grew
from 4.5% in 1975 to 13.3%
in 2019, waterbodies —
comprising 1.7% of the area
in 1975 — increased to 1.9%
in 1989, followed by their
continuous reduction. On
the other hand, the mining
area increased continuous-

ly from 1.8% in 1975 to 2.2%
in 2019. Jaipur, Sikar, Al-
war, Ajmer, Bhilwara, Chit-
torgarh, and Rajsamand
districts have intensive
mining activities.

The study recorded the
enhanced vegetation index
(EVI) to identify the condi-
tion of biomass, while not-
icing its least value of zero
to minus 0.2 in the upper
central Aravali region, fall-
ing in Nagaur district. The
EVI is a spatial tool in re-
mote sensing that can be
used to estimate the bio-

SRTT UdaHTen &1 Hifas v uifRufas faawor
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mass and carbon seques-
tration potential of forests.
It is also used to monitor
the health of forests over
large areas by detecting
changes in vegetation.

High rates of carbon flux
Regions in upper and low-
er Aravali range had high
positive rates of carbon
flux as they received high
rainfall and had protected
areas. In contrast, areas
with a negative rate of car-
bon flux in the main mid-
dle range are near Thar
desert. Carbon flux refers
to the amount exchanged
between carbon stocks ov-
er a specified time, as it re-
cords the movement of
carbon between land,
oceans, atmosphere, and
living beings.

The study noted that the
presence of two wildlife
sanctuaries, Todgarh-Raoli
and Kumbhalgarh, in the
central Aravali range had a
positive impact on the eco-
sensitive zone with mini-
mum forest depletion. It
determined waterbodies,
dense forests, open for-
ests, agricultural land, and

barren land as resilience
indicators. The study,
which was conducted for
the entire Aravali range,
found that its southern
part was greener than the
middle and upper parts be-
cause of the presence of
more protected regions
and less populated areas
with minimum chances of
anthropogenic disturbanc-
es. The height of the Arava-
li peaks, comprising Mount
Abu, is maximum in this
region.

According to the study,
the forest area of the cen-
tral érange decreased by
32%, along with a signifi-
cant increase in land under
cultivation between 1975
and 2019. Most of the cen-
tral area had the least self-
recovery in nature.

Drone survey

“The Aravali range’s signif-
icance for conserving bio-
diversity, human liveli-
hoods, desertification
protection, and ecosystem
services is critical,” Mr.
Sharma said, while recom-
mending a comprehensive
light detection and ranging

(LiDAR)-based drone sur-
vey for the Aravali region.
The LiDAR survey targets
an object or a surface with
laser and measures the
time for the reflected light
to return to the receiver.

The survey is widely
used in remote sensing to
examine the surface of the
earth and its objects with
3D dimensions.

It will facilitate the iden-
tification and mitigation of
illegal mining activities and
enable authorities to take
prompt enforcement ac-
tions to curb environmen-
tal degradation.

Mr. Sharma said the es-
tablishment of an indepen-
dent Aravali Development
Authority, comprising ex-
perts from diverse fields,
would help devise and im-
plement strategies for the
sustainable preservation of
the hill ecosystem.

Besides, a ban on all
forms of mining within the
Aravali region would safe-
guard the remaining hills
from further depletion and
exploitation and preserve
their ecological balance
and biodiversity.
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Page 04 : GS 3 : Science and Technology

m SSLV-D3 &I SUTNT HRb EOS-08 IGUT T hd Y&UUl Geal 3faciic=1
|
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» g TUIaRUl FATRTT MR 3MT0eT Uee aigd fafid Sy & arTer |
TR b AR ISRO’s SSLV-D3 successtully

» 0 o ssly 31 Al o sfidw | nches earth observation

ApNdS IeH Thadgad T 3,

frrd anforfoess waolt & o aed - gatellite EOS-08 into orbit
dJORal BT Udl ool 3R Wi
TCRU & HHA F IAT-AJA A pemanthcs.
ﬁﬁquT%mW@Trql BENGALURU

» SSLV-D3 ARM &1 HigReblcr & FeflRr  The indian Space Research

T . ﬁ&[ a’_gz @ v E T Organisation on Friday

launched the EOS-08 Earth
9 Observation Satellite on

» sﬂ- ﬁl’-‘ZF[ ﬁ Eﬁ qua- EOS-OS, Qa; q?fﬁ board the Small Satellite
3AAIDH SUUG 3R SR-0 SHNIC- Bl 475  f2uneh Vehicle SSLVDS)

from the Satish Dhawan

ﬁ'ﬁhjﬂa aﬁ W ﬁ'ﬁ'_q?_aﬂ' ol f" Space Centre (SDSC) in Sri-

harikota. The SSLV-D3, in

Rmﬁ?[ﬁﬂ?ﬂl its final development

flight, lifted off from the  Sky high: ISRO’s SSLV-D3 blasts off with Earth Observation Satellite
first launch pad of SDSC at  E0S-08 in Sriharikota on Friday. PTI

E%Q'Cﬁ m ﬁ-ﬁ-q-fm- 9.17 a.m.
W a; SSLV T Seventeen minutes la-  vanced payloads for obser-  Electro Optical Infrared

3R yerqur

» IR 3T dE- S IS gauu & forg

3l T @) el R TET B

» Th NSIL & HIeOH I g, ol aiforfusd
I & fau SMawg®d  dbel Bl
fauiffd ok WHR &um, SR gERI
UeNfilet gXioRU & HIegH 9§, ol

InSpace HYTT |

SSLV-D3 IR UdllS

» W BT EOS-08, SSLV-D3 fo=M &1
e Uds, 175 SauMm &1 e
UARe IUUE § Sl diF s dd-idl o

dg gl

ter, the EQS-08 satellite
was injected into a 475-km
circular orbit as intended.
“The third developmental
flight of SSLV, the SSLV-D3
with the EQS-08 satellite,
has been successfully ac-
complished. The rocket
has placed the spacecraft
in a very precise orbit as
planned. I find that there
are no deviations in the in-
jection conditions. The
current indication is that
everything is perfect,” IS-
RO Chairman S. Somanath
said after the launch.
EO0S-08 is a first-of-its-
kind mission built on a
standard ISRO’s Microsat/
IMS-1 bus with a suite of ad-

vation in the IR range, no-
vel GNSS-R Payload and
SiC UV dosimeter.

The satellite boasts a
host of new technological
developments in satellite
mainframe systems like an
Integrated Avionics system
— Communication, Base-
band, Storage and Posi-
tioning (CBSP) Package,
Structural panel embed-
ded with PCB, embedded
battery, Micro-DGA (Dual
Gimbal Antenna), M-PAA
(Phased array antenna)
and Flexible solar panel &
Nano star sensor etc., for
on-board Technology De-
monstration. It carries
three payloads, namely

Payload (EOIR), SAC, Glo-
bal Navigation Satellite Sys-
tem — Reflectometry pay-
load (GNSS-R), SAC and SiC
UV Dosimeter, LEOS. The
EQIR payload is to image in
the Mid-Wave IR (MIR)
band and long-wave IR
(LWIR) band during day
and night. GNSS-R payload
is to demonstrate the capa-
bility of using GNSS-R-
based remote sensing to
derive applications like
Ocean Surface Winds, soil
moisture, cryosphere ap-
plications over the Hima-
layan region, flood detec-
tion, etc.

The spacecraft has a
mission life of one year.
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» Joacl-3HPHA SIPRS UAlS (EOIR) FTRF, SMUal 3R TafaRur FIRFT SR ST &1 udl @ H o
fAfa SIIERENT & T Aeg-aRT SR delt-aR71 S3PRS H &7 SR Id 3! Sfadl & &R axal g

» TS AT Jeese RRed-Rudaeidl (GNSS-R) Ueie 9qel ga1 & fawoyy, frd) &t 7w &
3BT 3R I BT U AT & forg wrafdd Gps Tebd! & ST &Y UeiRid #ar gl

» 9P 3R, Sic uv SRR Udle % Aled WR UV fafdbor ST o1 sreoa= o, ford T
forem ot qaal & e et

PAADHIUT AT H gORT WHUIE
» IR BT GQIRT Abe ATUIC detd AT & YYFa! ford & HaddRuie-H H [dwRid foar ST 8T |
» UIw & 3UHT U 3R AT U ¥ a1, $iF-fenis 3R Bic Iu9g vaygun & forg Iyt faar

ST |
» Hioer fieReter Waae 37 wensil T gauun o JuTer, fres forg Mave &1 gd o1 3R ISH 4R &1
3Tl gl g

T} Saelie SWIE FT 82
» I T fadid IUUE HIH YafgaH, waferr AR SR suer yeeq afgd faftd sruail &
fore gedt ot Tdg, agHeSd SR HeRITRI & aR | el & (RMT 3R U8 Hd &

YPR:
o YAT-URerHT IUTE: Gedt @t URehHT 4  $d T B &, AP 13N IR IS Sl UG HRd g
;gﬁ@gm:qﬁ% YA 36T R U foig & e RR I8 &, FRaR 7w R ofiR TR & fo
|

» T URE: YR & Judt sfadie IUUe, S fh RISAT, ®TEie 3R TR g, FRHT 8k Ser
T § U B &HdTel B 9ed g

B IW: HPFHd, TSR 3R SRS oY fAfd W § oY, faxgd SARAT 3R ST WIE ! &H Hd g

» 3¢ ITANT: AT YaigaM, 3MUel UeeH, JH1e AFRE 3R qaiaRul R & o Heagul Ser
e HRd &, fafet s ugal &1 w5 #d

» &mﬁ%ﬂﬂgﬂ H3 G 3R TS ITIE STl I HRd & 3R TTUH ISR & g Tgad =l w®
ﬂ@d“l |
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UPSC Prelims PYQ : 2018
UY: YR & IUIE Y&l 919 & dcH A, FAgfefad #y=1 iR faar &3
1. ftoauadh gt & dreH ot R & e Suanht SusEl & Hafid Hd § Safd o u.ud.dt. 0 4
Y IR SUUE! B AT B & foru feeie fbu mu g
%ﬂ;qgaqgﬁ.mu@ﬁamqﬁw%ﬁﬁwwﬁ%ﬁmmﬁwﬁ@ﬁﬁaﬁwﬁ@ﬁ

|

3. STHTA AL THS. |Il T IR-TRUNT Y&l I @, fS5aH ugd 3R iR =Ru1 & 319 Jebe Aled &1 IuaiT
foraT ST B; TR g¥R 3R Y TR H aR RMdhe o1 BT UGN a1 ST 3|
SWR 3T U S § ¥ B 91 98l /87
(a) HAd 1
(b) 2 3R 3
(€) 18R 2
(d) $had 3
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Page 05 : GS 3 : Indian Economy : Agriculture

HE P T 1 A wHua & fRUf, Am & o, T GeE 3R JeT Wd & aR § arafds J0g &) SHER
UG B o 1T -1 Ha HY-fofa Tgradr womedt (@¥-DSS) &1 JURY o Cent il
T3 BT B TS R e AT S SiaRer RLTT ERT RISAT-1A 3 oidfegr LU © UNVELLS

fvmT & gt sracie 3e SR Sfiedia wumelt (VEDAS) & figerarseee &1 3w NEW system (o

R BRI e T B study weather,
Pf-DSs B AR Crop patterns
» 16 3T, 2024 DI, YRd ISR = PY-F0ia Jre YuMedt (DSS) BT GURH fBaT, S e
?ﬁ%ﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁ%@@@ﬂ%ﬁlﬁ&—@mﬁ%l NEW DELHI

» IE WcwH [afd S fafafal & Terd a3 & fore fewrs- fasar & S

The Union Agriculture Mi-
nistry launched a digital

o %ﬁﬁa HYd ga:wl geo-spatial platform,
a Krishi-Decision = Support

0 ¥cld Ul 3fFHI, System (DSS), here on Fri-
o BId &fd &1 3MTha, day which will share real-
time data-driven insights

o Hal HI f élﬂul, on weather patterns, soil
o HIgH Tdeft ST ] gaIHI0] conditions, crop health,

crop acreage, and adviso-
ries with all stakeholders

PN-Sugey P Y- such as farmers, experts,
» HR-STITH WeHH a=fasd THAGRU 3R T2 HeH S8 URURS bl § g 2nd policymakers. The Mi-

nistry said the system was

IIBWEUT Sedrd &1 ufafAida Har %, S HITeT dId I IqaT H %I “a significant milestone” in
» T dPhHiie NYUTRT O IUS FTHM UUIE, YES-TECH, 3ifie gdie iR faygmrg  the country’s agricultural

) . innovation landscape.
éaua:faﬁ?ﬁ, WW@T%HW%WWW@W&%@H 6;|‘| [ The platform provides
seamless access to com-
prehensive data, including

IS 3T 3R qgﬂ satellite images, weather
- RUPT i ﬁﬂ'ﬁ[ W AR 9 W WRY \—)ﬂqm information, reservoir
» q;ﬁ DSS ﬁﬁh’ . ! 9 % ¥R, \%':ET GﬁT el storage, groundwater le-
fed S $! T faqd et ad Heo Ugd Har S| vels, and soil health
» g 3¢ HY YT H Y Ubidhd HHM AR FREFT &5 (ICCC) W Hefid fawar s, information. .
mm “Wi crop mappin
‘_’h a'EZT W a; Gﬁ 35 ﬁfq Sk EﬁTITI and monitoring, we wl?lll}l bg

able to understand crop-

Cabl WP Pragad & g gad=: ping patterns by analysing

parcel-level crop maps ov-

» $V-DSS & JURY HY ¥ o feforea Trae~e SiaeRemT (DPI) T & & i er different years. This
: gl 375 ﬁ?ﬂ% FR BT helps in understanding
B Bl fe=m o U W Pal %r El 3R H&[ &l I crop rotation practices and

» g Ugd foe HAl el SIRAV gRT1 2023 & o & B 78 UIVUT & 3T 8, oRH  promotes sustainable agri-
P A fSfored waa Tdermr 3k DPI & Ag@ R SR faar mar 8| culture by encouraging the

cultivation of diverse
crops,” the Ministry said.

Bﬂﬂ'?ﬁ'q@ﬁ'ﬂ‘f The platform can also
be helpful i itori
» PR-DSS Hud FIRF IR AFRET & H1em | ffdy GO 31 AR B TG IFR grongnt s
fers P &1 Il |
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» I8 fBar-died Taur fAeRid w31 $ e fafte Ser 9idi @ 1t teiepd s, S uRie suer Aaatar
3R =feRTa garg M g

3T THIHI 3R U™ Y FUTIAT:
B IE WCWhiH Bd 2.0 Ugd ¥ Scl &I IMAd B, S o, 74, g, HUT, Trrei, IRET, 941, TR 3R 3M1e
SRt TiRa vt =mfve gt
B IE THIHRU Had Idled JagHH, Q& & FIRMT iR B Wy Sdha &I IgTe, S 3fdd: dgaR mad
oA I H GeTee S|

fAra:
» HN-SCATH YR PV Weifics! & ITANT # Tb Heedqui Wi DI ST &, S ell b aRieb] Pl SgaR S
3R S/ R & foraHl & g sgaR aRoms AT w1 & o Te e 3iR gay USRI U Bl 6|

uy: fFafafad sy ) faar a3

ITATH! ‘ST WY HTS ST HT ST 8

1. RiaE & d8d Tl TG &7 &1 [adR A1

2. dp! @I ST T U & YR R T &I iGT TH a1dt BT Bt AR BT Had H J
&Y S

3. P Y H IR®! & RIS IUTNT &1 S BT

Suad HY T Y BIF T/ Te 8/8?

(a) Pad 1 3R 2

(b) Pad 3

(c) Had 2 3R 3

(d) 1,2 3R 3

31X (b)
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Species In News : Gastrodia indica

Reifsar sfem F ar o
» Ig YRA BT Ugdl U 31fdhs B St i 1o wa =1gt Wrad|
» g 3Nfhs I ad F 1,950-2,100 Hex B SaTs IR UM 7T AT |
» g YRA J Wioll T8 RSNSTT S BT Ugelt fFere i Ay ueifa B
o RIS ST Ry, AMBTERT SR BAHISHIC b 3Mfdhe & o ST ST |
o ey 1Y srafde ARy g € Fife 3 uoH & e Piel a1 ga1 SiY 9168 WRrvies! R ARk T8 g

gl
o TReIfSaT fewhT SRt AR ® I TSt SifdeT & ot Tt aRE ¥ FHad Aoie R ARk Frdt §, o
FARIPE B HH Bl 8 3R I YT B J BT U Bl &

» I8 T UG FU J oft. Teferd 3R off. STARar § Ga §, Afde T oiid I T SIS A0 & ST 3R
T T

» Ig T3 TS 99, IS U TRI & Hg H YU § 3R AR Siecdldl, TR dude iR SRy drdy oY Ust

I et Bl
B Ig Wil YRd & afd fafaedt # SomhT ol g, fore <=1 & fReifean uefadl & $a Tt 10 g1 ol |
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» W:WW@M%W%WWW%%WHWWWW
BT IS 3|

1, ﬁﬁﬁwﬁawﬁlﬁ@ﬁﬁwﬂ%l

2. 3fdhs Uit &t Tad 3ifdies e SRUIIS U™ | gof 31 715 o

3. 3% 99 Siig SR gAfadl &1 qwu™ Uoiad § SRS SR W $-9%H (CITES) &
aRRf | & Tlias fear T g1

SR U U Y= § 9 i 91/A T8l 8/8?

a) Had 1 3R 2

b) Had 2

) Pad 1 3R 3

d) Pad 2 3R 3

3<X: b)
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Ensuring social justice in the bureaucracy

uring his parliamentary address on July
l) 29, 2024, the Leader of the Opposition,

Rahul Gandhi, regretted that there were
no Scheduled Caste (SC) or Scheduled Tribe (ST)
officers among the 20 who assisted in framing
2024 Budget proposals. He said that there was
only one officer from the minorities and another
from the Other Backward Classes (OBC) category
involved in the exercise. His purpose in doing so
was to highlight that those who originally belong
to poor and deprived sections of society do not
have a role in the framing of a crucial aspect of
government’s economic policy. He couched his
assertions in colourful political language.

The Union Finance Minister also responded to
Mr. Gandhi’s charge by pointing to the absence of
persons from these traditionally deprived
backgrounds in the the Rajiv Gandhi Charitable
Trust and the Rajiv Gandhi Foundation. A serious
issue was converted into political tit for tat.

Upper caste domination continues

These political charges and counter-charges
missed the real reason for the absence of SC/ST
officers in the Budget-making exercise. The cause
is the continuing domination of the so-called
upper castes at senior levels of the civil service.
This was evident from the answer by Minister of
State Jitendra Singh to a parliamentary question
on December 15, 2022.

This daily in a report carried the next day,
quoted Mr. Singh as saying, “Out of a total of 322
officers currently holding the posts of Joint
Secretaries and Secretaries under Central Staffing
Scheme in different Ministries/Departments, 16,
13, 39 and 254 belong to SC, ST, Other Backward
Classes (OBC) and General category, respectively.”

Mr. Singh further clarified that the number of
Secretary and Joint Secretary-level officers stood

Vivek Katju

a retired Indian
Foreign Service officer

The solution lies
in having a fixed
tenure,
irrespective of
age of entry

at 4% and 4.9%, respectively. Clearly, there is an
absence of reserved category officers in sufficient
numbers at policy suggestion levels in the
government. Unless this situation is remedied,
Rahul Gandhi displaying photographs will only
remain empty political gestures, for there is no
reservation for promotions in Class A services.

In order to increase the representation of SC
and ST officers at the senior-most positions in
government, a complete departure from the
traditional concept of the age of retirement would
be necessary. This writer had advocated a new
approach to retirement in an article in these
columns in September 2012. If the Leader of the
Opposition is truly interested in ensuring social
justice in the civil services, he should, at least,
ponder over the ideas presented in the
subsequent paragraphs.

Eligibility and age factor

General category candidates between the ages of
21 and 32 years are currently eligible to appear for
the civil services examination. They are allowed
six attempts in all. SC/ST candidates are
permitted to take the examination till the age of
37 years and there is no restriction on their
number of chances. For OBC candidates, the
upper age limit is 35 years and they are allowed
nine attempts. The upper age limit for Persons
with Benchmark Disabilities (PwBD) is 42 years.
They have unlimited chances if they are SC/ST
and nine if they are from other categories.

This means that SC/ST and PwBD candidates,
irrespective of how well they perform as civil
servants, are unable to reach the top because
they generally join late and retire before reaching
the top. They have to retire at lower or middle
levels. This is the obvious implication of Jitendra
Singh’s answer. The fact is that the civil service is

a race in which those who join at a young age
remain around to reach the top even if their
performance is not as good as those who join
later. This is simply because of the age factor.
Logically, the government’s focus should be on
the official’s efficiency and competence and not
on when he/she made it to the civil services
within the prescribed age limits.

1f this proposition is accepted, it follows that
the present retirement pattern should yield to a
fixed tenure of years for every entrant to the civil
service, irrespective of his age of entry within the
prescribed limits. A possible fixed tenure could
be 35 years.

1f it is considered that persons should not be
working in their seventies, then the present age
limits can be lowered to ensure that all
candidates would retire by the time they reach
around 67 years of age. The average age of men
and women is rising in India. Besides, stringent
medical fitness examinations can be conducted
annually after the age of 62. This age is being
mentioned because even today, some officers’
tenures take them to this age. Indeed, some
persons who are holding responsible positions
today, after their retirement from government
service, are well into their seventies.

Have a committee

It is only if a fixed tenure is prescribed for all
officers, irrespective of their age of entry, that
SC/ST and OBC officers in larger numbers will fill
the senior-most positions in government. That
will contribute to a dream of Viksit Bharat, with
social justice for all. As a beginning, the Leader of
the Opposition should press for an independent
and multi-disciplinary committee with adequate
SC/ST, OBC and PwBD representation to examine
this proposal with an open mind.

ET PR IRT: URGRIAT 3R Saradg], ARG
(UPSC CSE (M) GS-1 : 2017)KsGEGIC IR RO b IECACE 1 G ol R e ) e R TR LA G A A g
%mwma&m‘a‘rmmﬁmw%v (150 words/10m)
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» I8 eI 2024 & Soic AT ufhar § Srfrd S (@E) SR Sfod ST (@el) fIemal &
gfaffa &t B & 3a-fTe gl 8, o ga el A Whe § S9WR foar |

» Ig 989 IR WeR! YFHel ¥ 7N W g8 Y4erl & &H WiaFiid iR IHifee O™ & o
g% Ffgdrdl & SR & 9 81 feidreff &1 Xaifehd @l g

uie=rg

» 29 TS, 2024 I 30 TGS e &, ga Tt 7 2024 & Fore AT § wodt/wad ufaida o
HH W fofar oidrs, o THE WeR! YHee ¥ 1N W U8 THerdl & &4 UfafAfid )R g&m
ST AT

» Py o< Hal A Mt S WSl § 3 e P IFEPRI B 3R SVRT D §U SfaTs foa, ford alky
fad a1 uel 4 o4 ufaffda@ & TR g 9 & g Aeriide AeH-UeH IR & diad fbal
T

Harefl & I= oifd & gda & ge:

» TR & B 3ua WO Iy & SRM, faue & Ad1 Riga Tidh) F 2024 F FoTe YATG! B TR

R | wE 20 iRl ® Srqygfad Sifa (@ER) SR Sryfad S (@Ec)) SMfABIRal @
TR YT STal|

0 3B IAN b D! ¥ Had T AHRY R 377 {UFeT T (3fa) ¥ U RBRT FI
WWTF%TW,G‘W@@ WK S | RN & e & g ufafAfda &1 gomedind & &
gifhd FRar g

» 3= oI &1 geea: IRy Rifdd a1 uel R 3= Sifadl & a<ia &t gfY s w3t (Rrds Rig) 3 31, g
Fel i Tgad Ifaa 3R Tfera uel IR SRAA 322 ifeiial § 9§ 254 wrg 9ot & 3, & Had 16
TOT, 13 THET 3R 39 Sfiait Aot & 4
o Tg Hifa-fafor yirwrst & Todl/aac siftieial & qeayul U 9 &4 Ufaftia & g g1

TG HRE R Yarfgfy Aot & srRor geifear
» SRR THA/THE 3R Yesygeis! SHiGaR Siu A Jut & Frebel 1 o # Rifdd Ja1 & arq
Ta=] B g, o JaT-ghy o Uge IS Ual adb Ugd- &I 31! &Hal AiHd gl ol g |
» GAAF Ul R JAHghy a1 $FeH 8 39 @l & g § § S UeRH & IRaTg fey fom T et
M 1 of1d €, oy SiRférd Aforat & @t & o omeiTd JaH giar gl
» A Faghy g o1 o g fb B3 THl/TEd ok dissygsis! SfieR) ed a1 7o TR W
JaTgd 81 ©, YT I 3R &Hal & davig & Y Ul 9 8l ugd urd |

faf3a srdeTe yumelt &1 URdTa
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» e P YaIed B4 & g ar-gha Fodl & smieea uRad &t srawadmdl ¢; 9+t Rifdd Jae! &
frg 35 oy &1 Mfd Sriere, A8 376! Ta¥ B g $© Hi 81, I8 YA B 6 R I g 1
qrcll I IR UGl b Ugd- & JaH AR fid |

» I TR & GG H B BT SRId AHT ST 8, dF T 3G 1 BT AT 67 aY B 3G dH
JaTHghT G HRA & forg Jamiord fdar S I g

» 5 YA F & o 5 Rifde Sa% a1 s & R e 33, 62 a9 @1 3y & a1 arfte fafdsen
ey Utemd ary &t ST gl ¢ |

39 e, B! AaIftd H & ¢ TP AfAfd BT 169 B9

» T & fou gmTioie g & 1Y T [dpRid HRA (eI HIRd) & 9IeR &1 & oy, aky &fad
a1 Yfierel H Tot/ad SR et sif¥ewrial & wr ufafaftia o I B Agayuf 71

» Ugd ®eH & ¥ U H, I8 UKifad g & fauer & Ad1 & te [fdd srfera yuneh ot sggrdar & 9™
HRA & oy TRt/ ud, ofiei oiR tiesygdie! werdl § yaia ufaffa & 9y ue wWd, sg-favas
Ifafd &1 geTad HRAT 91U

» T IAfd B 3 e R G AN § faaR &1 a1t SR Rifae Sarsit & T6m siawR gRfdd & &t
fe=m o & S TRl

TdT & IR H:

» g AT FER 9Ut & SEiedR 21 ¥ 32 a9 @I 3y & o Rifad Ja1 wlien & wfia 8 9@d §, o
3HfIHaH B8 YU 8 b ol

» TOl/TEct IEiear sRiifd vt & A1y 37 9N T 3T I Ue & Wb g

B Safe e Iufieart & fo sifiieman smg wwr 35 o §, s =t vard 81 9ad

W STHT [dhaT Aafdadl (PwBD) & foie sifiiwan omg T 42 9y 3|

YR H R &1l s arel daurf=e urae=

YT XVI g 3R 3T fagmarail 7 Torit 3iR Toct & 3Refm ¥ Taifed B

AU & 3G 15(4) 3R 16(4) = I 3R HE BRI B! THHT 3R THCT & TRl b 7 WBRT arefi &

ic SRf&T B & G&m S|

faem (773t TN SifAfFEm, 1995 GRT Afdey™ T T=Ne faran T 3R IRBR BT UG & SHREUN UaH HR-

T 9&H §9M & T 3iwd¢ 16 | U 01 TS (4A) STell T[T |

a1¢ ® ey (85at Gy HRIfFEm, 2001 gRT TS (4T) B WA fbar 7 aife SRefr T ugad fhy

T T 3R Tt ITieaR! & ufkomdt akydr ua & o 9 |

fae™ & 81d T=MYA 3ifAF™H, 2000 = 3G 16 (4 B MHA a1, S T BT AT IY THIA/THCT &

fore oRféra e af ot Rfgaal &1 v o Tem 991a 8, o 39 af &1 par Rfdaal R uemg ufasrd smRemr &t

I gHTE B Sl 3

B 3™e 330 3R 332 HH: IS AR T9 fquraHist # Rl ofR Tt & oy el & SiRefur & Aregw ¥
fafy ufaffia Tem #a B

B 3T 243D TS UATad B TR 3R T & forg diet o1 3Remr ueH SRl §1

+$¥ & & 3
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W 3Tq 233T YAS TR UTfereT & TR 3R THet & forg et &1 3R ueH &1 ]
» TfIYH F 3rTse 335 B FHel T ¢ S T IR TS & qTal ! YRR &I THTGHIRGT S8 1 & 1Y 8t
TfaeT & TR faaR fovar S|

I

HSd ST

» Y & TG 340 GRI Uad fHTdl BT TN HRd §U IAFUd 7 fGdeR 1978 # .Ul Hed $1 sreqaman o
UzST o SRt & fAgfad &1

B 3TN BT T3 HRA & “JHIS 3R Qeifors w0 3 fUzs Tl o aRUINd 1 & drcs Ruila o 3k 39
N &1 AT & T IS I a1 Hed! Bt RBIRRT 3 & ferd fopam |

» Hsd AT A e AT for yRa ot smard) & @ 52 ufawrd shefih § 3o 27% R Awial 396
forg amféra gt anfgul

»  3TRT A oI, Qe iR 3nffer st & 7Re Yode fawfid feu g

» gg’sﬁﬁﬁ%%%ﬁ?ﬁ%dm P o AT, TN A TR-Egart G, g, Rrg, T3 iR alg) # ot s aif

UgdE &1 5

B I 3,743 WGl B A HRAIT 3 fUB ST af (3e) It 3R 2,108 Sfcdl &1 $4fie dfd “afed Ues

" B gl TR BT R

SREUT Bt ATA® Sig

TS o8 T STt dU6H GRISISH (1951) AT 3REUN & e, WR qared Arad &1 Ugal g1 thaar Tl
U UMW & HRUI Afdy | uger died fbar
T AT H gate e | $el o Iod & S IR & Aa J Siwe 16(4) UBe aif & Anie! & uer |
{REJUT TG Rl &, STaih 3Jwq 15 H U1 Dig Wau el far 1 o |
U T H e AT & SHIGR & SR H UG A URT (4) Pl A b 3fwq 15 T H=eH |
35T FTe-! 9919 YRd T (1992) A H TS 3 355G 16(4) b SRR 3R AT & offd B |
AT A Fel § [ SR&Ur & Ayl &7 qet T SR &7 DIt daR Sl S8R W1 A1 A1, UG &
REUT ! BT ANMRT; 3R Fa RF&T BIeT 50% I b g1 11 Mgy
TG H 774 Sy SRed AT o1 Uikd B Sard fea, forad srfwde 16(4T) U fobar |
T8 3G g B Adui-is Jarsil H uerafa o Toddt ofR Toct & el § e SRAd H-A &1 [fad U™ Hrdl
2, i ger & Jree-e AR # gafe Tu § ufafafera et firedr g1
TH. IR §19 YR T 2006 AT H Taied <rTad = 36 16(4T) B GauTHE qUdl HI SRHIR IWd g4
gﬂ%ﬁ%wﬁ%@ﬁ%%ﬁﬁﬁ%lﬁww%mﬁﬁw&namweﬁﬁqﬂ
o TIH 3R THC Y WIS 3R e w0 I st g =t
o THHT 3R T Y BT el ISR B wai ufafAfia T8t g |
o U SREU Hifd UM & THI G&ral & THIfad el Het|
D SRAA Rig W A& TRI0 Wl A 2018 H, Jai= e = A 6 ggiafa & SRefwr & forg I &t
STYfad Sfaal 3R SFYferd SHuiadl & [USSU IR ARTEH® Sl Uha & Bt ATageHhdl gl ¢
» YT J A B B AR BT SRR /T 9 et gan 7 $iR gufe Iog weRil/udt safaaat &
TeTa 7 SR ST S obel & S 30U ST BT HIF ATR F Faifdrd B

+$ 45 333 3 3
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» T% 2019 H YHH BIC A FAlcd BT B SRAIR @1 off GRUMH IRFAT & A1 7ol iR T & fore vt o
3IREVT B AR ST B

3R&IUT P ATIgHdT HI 8?2

» <X H {UBS! Sl gRT AT i ST arel UGRS3 &I ol HR o fer|

» oS T & AT b FHM 3awR UM B & forg Fifes d I AT &b A1 wiaeyelf 781 bR Fepd & forics U
it & 1T 3iR TreT e Uga B

B 3T & e Farstt & Uz it &1 v wfafAfda gHfdd o &

» UsS al &I Idfd & fa|

B Al & YR IR JHF GHET A o U 34T Taar & YR IR 1 H1 A Ugd TH ARl ol 90 TR
R 1 ST 95|
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» Sf-20 19 <RI 3R R TG FT TF SHUING 95 o, o SRS ga1 $I R fay % &
gfafafer 2y 3

» S-20 Tewdl # gFT @ Jad 98t I9d SR IR rfarawrsit @1 fgor wnfie B, S g #
T &1-foeTs Srmard), Afyes Toha TR ITE BT 85%, Ay A% BT 80% R A TR BT 75%
Y 31 ufafAfia #ar gl

™ G20 COUNTRIES
(PLUS THE EV)
™ GUEST COUNTRIES

exico

G uuuuu 2 (AU) | 'South Africa |

Senegal (NEPAD) '/——

» 1997-1999 URMRE faxiig ddc: I8 U H3t TR Ha o1 St Si7 gRI fasfya iR faerasia gt
Sfegartsii &1 STHRAT HRA & d1g IR | fadt d@fgt 3R Feflg o & 7RI B 96F 1999 T F g5

» 2008 & faxiid e & TRM gHAT A I IASHID TR IR TH T3 3HTH TgHd T B A=l
DI ¢ I8 Fura forar T o Sit20 o AT I T SR A [E B |
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» 3 R FrieH! &t 7l § Hag = & oI, shzo & fod w3t ofRk Sefla d6 & 1ok 91 # & IR
3N GG BT 95H P I & | 9 SRITIA GaT 1Y 3R 3y deb & T U 81 w0y W fhrerad B

Si120 $I HTH ST 82

» SN20 HT HME &l ¢ | AU &
o fod T H Sit20 & foa 1t SR Fedla d& & TR 3R 3% fSP & Try I+t dodb e g1 af W
A 33 IR Jo® B gU I Hifgd 3R IoTH Sy TE), [ fafaae onfe w e Hidd aa B
o IRUT ¢ e JaTd, YPER faR1ef, faswma, SHoif 3 o aamde g IR &9 disd w1 ]l
- TAH G20 ¥ &1 Uil ST IRUT gRT fobdm ST §; S 3199-3199 SR & AT &1 3R I AT
10 §, ANTeR ovd § prafagd w3 g ofe ! (3eidar # G20 & URdrg 2R, 2018 § off wfddesia
3 Q)

G20 9a¥

®» G20 & G Sic, ST, solid, H1el, 9, Tid, STHHA, YR, SSMIRMAT, ST, ST, HIfedl
g gl
» W TH TR, TR-Tew Hid & =0, 7a1 R I/ § off yrr dar g




