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Page : 01 : GS 2 : Social Justice : Issues related to women 
The Supreme Court on Tuesday constituted a National Task Force to work out the modalities of safety 

measures for medical professionals.  

 The NTF will recommend security measures on hospital premises; infrastructure development, 

including separate restrooms; technological interventions to limit access to critical hospital areas; 

CCTV cameras; provision of night transport; counselling services; crisis workshops; quarterly safety 

audits; and enhanced police presence in hospitals. 

 
About the news: 

 A three-judge Bench, headed by Chief Justice of India D.Y. Chandrachud, explaining why the court 

had taken suo motu cognisance of the rape and murder of a junior doctor at the State-run R.G. Kar 

Medical College and Hospital in Kolkata, said the case laid bare the systemic failure in providing 

safety to medical professionals. 

 “There is a virtual absence of safety for doctors, especially young women doctors. They have 36-hour 

shifts. We need a national protocol for safe conditions of work for doctors and medical personnel… It 

is not that every time there is a rape and murder, the conscience of the nation is awakened. We need 

a protocol not just on paper, but to be actually implemented,” Chief Justice Chandrachud said. 

About Suo Moto Cognizance 

 Suo Moto Cognizance: In law, the term “suo moto cognizance” refers to the court’s authority to 

hear cases on its own initiative without any formal complaint or petition being submitted by any 

party. Based on information obtained from media reports, letters, or any other reliable source, the 

court starts the procedures on its own. 
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 Constitutional Provisions: According to Articles 32 and 226 of the Indian Constitution, the Supreme 

Court and High Courts in India have the ability to take suo moto cognizance of cases. The Supreme 

Court is given the authority to issue writs for the enforcement of basic rights by Article 32, and the 

High Courts are given the same authority by Article 226 within their respective spheres of jurisdiction. 

 PILs: Public Interest Litigation(PIL), a procedure that enables people or social activists to approach 

the court on behalf of the public interest, is frequently linked with suo moto cognizance. This idea 

has increased the scope of the judiciary’s involvement in issues of social justice and public concern. 

 Judicial Activism: Suo Moto Cognizance is regarded as an example of judicial activism, in which the 

judge takes proactive measures to solve pressing concerns that could otherwise go ignored or 

neglected. By taking on such cases, the courts hope to guarantee the prompt and effective 

administration of justice. 

 Scope of Judicial Review: While typically requiring a petition from a person who has been wronged, 

the courts have occasionally taken suo moto cognizance to address improper orders or injustices. 

Instances Where Suo Motu Cognizance is taken 

 Some instances taken for Suo Motu cognizance by Indian courts are as follows: 

o Contempt of Court: Contempt of court is defined as ignorance of the laws, norms, and codes of 

ethics that are observed in a court of law. The court often brings a case for Suo Motu contempt 

against an official who obstructs the administration of justice or makes vulnerable the court's 

honour. 

o Order probe for a New Case: The Court has the jurisdiction to order an investigation at any level 

by any government agency, police department, CBI, or other agency if it believes that an 

individual or group of individuals is being mistreated. The court may also act based on 

information from any documentary, news, or media source or in response to a letter from the 

impacted group of persons. 

o Reopen of old/closed Cases: The courts can take Suo Motu action to reopen a case if any new 

and substantial evidence is found after the case is closed. 
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Page 06 : GS 2 : International Relations : Bilateral Groupings & Agreements 

The India-Japan partnership is set against a larger context of a free, open and rules-based Indo-Pacific and 

it will continue to grow, External 

Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar said 

on Tuesday as both sides held a 

fresh edition of “2+2” dialogue 

amid China’s increasing military 

muscle-flexing in the region. 

About 2+2 Ministerial Dialogue 

 The 2+2 Ministerial 

Dialogue is a diplomatic 

summit held annually since 

2018, initially between India 

and the US. 

 It later expanded to include 

Japan, Australia, Russia, and 

the United Kingdom. 

 This dialogue involves the 

Foreign and Defense 

Ministers of participating 

countries and focuses on 

strengthening bilateral 

relations and addressing 

common concerns. 

 The dialogue replaced the 

Strategic and Commercial 

Dialogue during a 2017 

agreement between PM 

Narendra Modi and 

President Donald Trump. 

 First Summit was held on 

September 6, 2018, between 

India and the US in New 

Delhi, involving discussions 

on defense partnerships and 

strategic cooperation. 

What are the key priorities of 

the Indo-Japan 2+2 Dialogue? 
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 Update Security Cooperation: Revising the 2008 security agreement to reflect current strategic 

needs. 

 Promote a Free Indo-Pacific: Collaborating to ensure a free, open, and stable Indo-Pacific region. 

 Engage in Strategic Talks: Holding strategic discussions between foreign and defense ministers to 

boost bilateral ties. 

 Address Regional Security: Discussing key issues like Chinese assertiveness, the Russia-Ukraine war, 

and the Gaza crisis. 

 Coordinate Quad Efforts: Exploring cooperation within the Quad framework, including a potential 

summit. 

 

 

 

UPSC Mains PYQ : 2020 

Ques : Quadrilateral Security Dialogue (Quad) is transforming itself into a trade bloc from a military 

alliance, in present times Discuss. 
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Page 10 : GS 3 : Enviroment : Clean Energy 

India is progressing towards its 20% ethanol blending target by 2025-26, marked by increased production 

and capacity. 

 

 
 However, concerns about food security arise due to rising maize imports and water usage for 

sugarcane. 

 Balancing ethanol production with these challenges remains a key issue in policy discussions. 

Overview of Ethanol Blending Targets 
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 India aims to blend 20% ethanol with petrol by 2025-26, with progress marked by milestones in 

blending percentages and increased ethanol production capacity. 

 The target involves producing approximately 1,000 crore litres of ethanol. Current blending rates are 

between 13% to 15%, a significant increase from around 8% in 2021. 

 Ethanol production capacity has expanded considerably, reaching 1,380 crore litres as of December 

2023, with 875 crore litres from sugarcane and 505 crore litres from foodgrains. 

Food vs. Fuel Debate 

 The food versus fuel equation remains a concern, as increased ethanol production has led to a rise 

in maize imports due to its use in ethanol production, exacerbated by restrictions on using 

sugarcane products. 

 The industry argues that India has sufficient food grains and sugar surpluses, but concerns about 

potential wastage and spoilage due to large food stocks are noted. 

 To address food security and sustainability issues, there is a call to diversify from first-generation 

(1G) ethanol to second-generation (2G) and third-generation (3G) ethanol, which are less impactful 

on food resources. 

Ethanol Production Capacity and Investments 

 To meet the 20% blending target, significant investments have been made in ethanol production. 

 The sugar industry alone has invested approximately ₹40,000 crore in expanding capacity, with 92 

crore litres of new capacity added in two years. 

 The current ethanol production capacity has nearly reached the target, but with a higher proportion 

of sugarcane-based ethanol. 

Government Policies and Production Dynamics 

 Interest subvention programs have supported the expansion of ethanol production capacity. 

 There is industry demand for extending these programs and securing long-term contracts with Oil 

Marketing Companies (OMCs) to maintain momentum and create surplus capacity. 

 The diversion of sugarcane products to ethanol production has led to restrictions on the use of B-

heavy molasses and sugarcane juice, which could affect sugar stocks. 

 These restrictions may be lifted as fears of depleting sugar surpluses are deemed unfounded. 

Water Usage and Sustainability Concerns 

 Expanding sugarcane production to meet ethanol blending targets requires significant additional 

water. 

 To sustain 50% of the 1,000 crore litres from sugarcane, an extra 400 billion litres of water would be 

needed, potentially impacting agricultural sustainability by diverting irrigation from essential food 

crops. 

 To compensate for restrictions on molasses, grain-based distilleries, primarily using maize, have 

been operating at full capacity. 

Economic and Agricultural Impact 

 India, a major maize producer, faces increased maize imports and potential price hikes due to the 

diversion of maize for ethanol production. 
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 This could negatively affect the poultry sector and other major uses of maize. 

 The Commerce Ministry reported a significant increase in maize imports from $39 million in 2023-24 

to $103 million in the April-June period of this year. 

 To meet the 20% blending target, substantial additional maize cultivation is required, impacting the 

typical cultivation area. 

Vehicle Performance and State-Level Impacts 

 Ethanol blending is expected to reduce greenhouse gas emissions and save foreign exchange, while 

also boosting the rural economy. 

 However, higher ethanol content may affect the performance of existing vehicles, which may require 

engine re-tuning or changes to E20-supported materials. 

 Different states view the ethanol policy differently. In some states, fuel ethanol pricing and its impact 

on liquor production determine the attractiveness of ethanol production. For instance, some states 

focus on maximising ethanol output from sugarcane, while others consider alternatives like maize. 

Conclusion 

 The expansion of ethanol production in India involves a complex interplay of food security, water 

usage, economic impacts, and state-level policies. 

 While progress towards blending targets is notable, balancing ethanol production with food security 

and sustainability concerns remains crucial. 

UPSC Prelims PYQ : 2020 

Ques : According to India’s National Policy on Biofuels, which of the following can be 

used as raw materials for the production of biofuels?  

 

(1) Cassava 

(2) Damaged wheat grains 

(3) Groundnut seeds 

(4) Horse gram 

(5) Rotten potatoes 

(6) Sugar beet 

Select the correct answer using the code given below: 

(a) 1, 2, 5 and 6 only 

(b) 1, 3, 4 and 6 only 

(c) 2, 3, 4 and 5 only 

(d) 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 and 6 

 

Ans: (a) 
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Page 12 : GS 3 : Indian Economy  

The Reserve Bank of India’s (RBI’s) inflation 

targeting regime has worked well and 

abandoning it for a more discretionary regime 

could be risky and counterproductive, two 

economists have argued in a new research paper. 

 The authors of the paper titled ‘Inflation 

Targeting In India: A Further Assessment’ 

said the weight of food-price inflation in 

the CPI inflation basket should be reduced 

to better reflect the circumstances of 

Indian households. 

 

What is Inflation Targeting?  

 It has been three decades since inflation 

targeting was first adopted in New 

Zealand and subsequently by 33 other 

countries. 

 India adopted it in 2016. 

 The primary goal of inflation targeting was 

to contain inflation at around 4 per cent, 

within the allowable range of 2 to 6 per 

cent. 

 The RBI has announced a formal review of 

the policy instrument now. 

 At the first meeting of the RBI Monetary 

Policy Committee in October 2016, it was 

also formally announced that the MPC 

considered a real repo rate of 1.25 per cent 

as the neutral real policy rate for the Indian 

economy. 

 By a neutral real policy rate, the RBI meant 

a policy rate consistent with growth at 

potential (i.e. growth at full employment). 

3 Stances of RBI under Inflation Targeting 

1. ‘Accommodative’  : An accommodative 

stance means the central bank is prepared 

to expand the money supply to boost 
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economic growth. The central bank, during an accommodative policy period, is willing to cut 

interest rates. A rate hike is ruled out. 

2. ‘Neutral’: A ‘neutral stance’ suggests that the central bank can either cut rate or increase rate. This 

stance is typically adopted when the policy priority is equal on both inflation and growth. 

3. ‘Hawkish’ : A hawkish stance indicates that the central bank’s top priority is to keep inflation low. 

During such a phase, the central bank is willing to hike interest rates to curb the money supply and 

thus reduce the demand. 

Effectiveness of Inflation Targeting 

Successes 

 Average inflation has declined: The average inflation rate measured through the GDP deflator has 

declined significantly in the inflation targeting regime. 

o The average inflation, which was 5.69 per cent five years in the pre-inflation targeting period, has 

declined to 3.47 per cent in the last five years. 

 CPI declined: Consumer Price Index inflation declined from 8.26 per cent during the 2011-2015 

period to 4.99 per cent in 2016-2019, a 3.27 percentage point fall. 

o This is highest among both inflation-targeting countries as well as those that did not adopt it. 

 Enhanced transparency:  Monetary policy transparency in India has improved after the adoption of 

the inflation-targeting framework. 

Failures 

 Sole focus of inflation: However, some critics of inflation targeting feel that its sole focus on price 

stability ignores growth imperatives. 

 Not much effective in India: In India, the agricultural sector and informal economy have a large 

share, which is not directly impacted by such rate hikes, thus rendering the hikes less effective. 

Did fiscal deficit play role in inflation targeting 

 In 2003, India passed the FRBM act to control fiscal deficits and inflation. 

 There is precious little evidence, either domestically or internationally, about fiscal deficits affecting 

inflation. 

 For three consecutive years preceding the FRBM announcement, the consolidated Centre plus state 

deficits registered 10.9 per cent(in 2001), 10.4 and 10.9 per cent. 

 For the seven-year 1999-2005 period, consolidated fiscal deficits averaged 9.4 per cent of GDP. 

 Yet, that these years represented the golden period of Indian inflation — without FRBM and without 

IT. 

Cost of inflation targeting in India 

 There are also costs to inflation targeting in India. 

 It led to higher real policy rates, in the mistaken belief that high policy rates affect the price of food, 

oil, or anything else. 

 But high real rates affect economic growth, by affecting the cost of domestic capital in this ultra-

competitive world. 
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 It is very likely not a coincidence that potential GDP growth, as acknowledged by RBI, was reached 

just before the MPC took over decision making in September 2016.  

 Since then there was a steady increase in real policy rates, and a steady decline in GDP growth. 

 

 

 

 

UPSC Mains Practice Question 

Ques : Consider the question “How far has the inflation targeting mechanism been successful in 
India? Give reasons in support of your argument.” 
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Term In News : Miyawaki Method 
The Chhattisgarh Forest Department recently organised a Van Mahotsav programme in the 

Manendragarh-Chirmiri-Bharatpur (MCB) district by planting saplings using the Miyawaki method. 

 
About Miyawaki Method: 

 It is a method of afforestationdeveloped by the Japanese botanist and plant ecology expert 

Professor Akira Miyawaki. 

 It involves planting two to four types of indigenous trees within every square meter. 

 Due to the dense planting, the seedlings grow quickly as they compete for sunlight. 

 Only native species that would occur naturally in that area without humans, given the specific 

climate condition, are planted.  

 The selection of species to plant in a given area was originally linked to the theory of potential 

natural vegetation (PNV), in other words, the vegetation that would occur in a specific area without 

further human interference. 

 In this method, the trees become self-sustainable and grow to their full length within three years. 

 Miyawaki forests grow 10x faster, are 30x denser and contain 100x more biodiversity.  

 They are quick to establish, maintenance-free after the first two-to-three years, and can be created 

on sites as small as 3 sq. m. 

 The goals of a Miyawaki technique include improving biodiversity, sequestering carbon, increasing 

green cover, lowering air pollution, and preserving the water table. 

 Miyawaki forests are viable solutions for cities looking to rapidly build climate resilience. 

 It is effective because it is based on natural reforestation principles, i.e., using trees native to the 

area and replicating natural forest regeneration processes. 
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UPSC Prelims PYQ : 2014 

Ques : Consider the following pairs: 

Programme / Project     Ministry 

1. Drought-Prone Area Programme  :  Ministry of Agriculture 

2. Desert Development Programme  :  Ministry of Environment and Forests 

3. National Watershed Development      :  Ministry of Rural Development Project for 

Rainfed Areas 

Which of the above pairs is/are correctly matched ? 

a) 1 and 2 only 

b) 3 only 

c) 1, 2 and 3 

d) None 

Ans: (d)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



                         
 
 
 

 
 

 

Daily News Analysis 
 

 

Page : 08 Editorial Analysis  

 

 

 
GS Paper 03 : Indian Economy: Employment 

 

(UPSC CSE (M) GS-3 : 2023) Most of the unemployment in India is structural in 

nature. Examine the methodology adopted to compute unemployment in the 

country and suggest improvements. (150 words/10m)  
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Context : 

 The Indian government has announced a substantial Rs 2 lakh crore package for employment, 

aimed at creating opportunities for 4.1 crore youth over the next five years. This ambitious initiative 

aligns with recommendations from the Economic Survey, emphasizing the need for private sector 

job creation. The discussion around sustainable employment with dignity highlights the challenges 

of low wages, the effectiveness of skill programs, and the role of state intervention. 

Current Challenges and Need for Decentralized Action 

 Wage Concerns: Evidence shows that a wage earner earning Rs 25,000 a month is among the top 

10% of wage earners. This highlights the race to the bottom on wages and the inadequacy of low-

paying jobs for a dignified life. 

 Skill Program Effectiveness: Short-duration skill programs often lead to low long-term 

employment rates, primarily due to inadequate wages. Many trained individuals return to rural areas 

seeking better opportunities. 

 State and Local Role: Mass employment with dignity requires increasing productivity and setting 

floor wage rates. State intervention is crucial for ensuring high-quality public goods and services to 

support sustainable employment. 

Proposed Policy Initiatives 

 Community-Based Skilling: Initiatives should start with decentralized community action to identify 

and address local skilling needs. This involves creating employment registers and partnering with 

professionals to develop targeted plans. 

 Integration of Services: Converge education, health, skills, and employment initiatives at the local 

level, leveraging women’s collectives for accountability and effective outcomes. This approach 

enhances human development indicators through community-based decision-making. 

 Vocational Education: Introduce need-based vocational courses alongside undergraduate 

programs in colleges. This will improve employability by providing practical skills and certifications 

relevant to the job market. 

Enhancing Skill Development and Support 
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 Standardization and Infrastructure: Standardize vocational courses, particularly in nursing and 

allied health, to international benchmarks. Invest in upgrading ITIs and polytechnics to serve as hubs 

for skill development. 

 Enterprise Skills in Schools: Integrate technology and enterprise skills into high school curricula to 

prepare students for entrepreneurial ventures and employment. Professional visits can enhance 

practical understanding and skills. 

 Apprenticeship Models: Implement co-sharing models for apprenticeships with industries to 

ensure practical experience and shared costs. This will enhance the effectiveness and sustainability 

of skill development programs. 

Low wages and short-term skill programs hinder long-term sustainability: 

 Low Wages Lead to Economic Insecurity: Low wages create economic insecurity for workers, 

making it difficult for them to meet basic needs. For instance, in the garment industry, there is a 

48.5% gap between minimum wages and living wages in major garment-producing countries. 

 Short-Term Skill Programs Fail to Enhance Employability: Many short-term skill programs do not 

provide the depth of training needed for long-term employability. In India, for example, 75% of 

technical graduates and 90% of other graduates are considered unemployable, primarily due to a 

lack of practical skills and experience that employers seek. 

 Stagnation of Workforce Productivity: When workers are paid low wages, there is little incentive 

for them to enhance their skills or productivity. This stagnation is detrimental to both individual 

career growth and overall economic development. 

 Lack of Investment in Long-Term Skill Development: Low wages often correlate with limited 

investment in employee training and development.This is evident in the fact that only 15% of those 

trained under the Pradhan Mantri Kaushal Vikas Yojana (PMKVY) found jobs, indicating that short-

term training initiatives are not effectively translating into sustainable employment outcomes. 

 Perpetuation of Poverty and Inequality: The combination of low wages and inadequate skill 

development contributes to the perpetuation of poverty and inequality. With 42% of the global 

workforce in vulnerable employment. 

12-point policy initiatives for sustainable mass employment: 

 Identify the skill need: Begin from below through decentralized community action to identify 

skilling needs. Create a register of those wanting employment/self-employment and a plan for every 

youth in partnership with professionals at the cluster level. 

 Initiative at the local level: Converge initiatives for education, health, skills, nutrition, livelihoods, 

and employment at the local government level with women’s collectives to ensure community 

accountability and effective outcomes. 

 Vocational programmes: Introduce need-based vocational courses/certificate programmes 

alongside undergraduate programmes in every college to improve employability. 
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 Healthcare at international benchmark: Standardize nursing and allied health-care professional 

courses according to international benchmarks to meet the demand for skilled professionals. 

 Women security: Create community cadres of caregivers to run crèches universally so that women 

can work without fear. 

 Invest in skill development: Invest in ITIs, and polytechnics as hubs in skill development for feeder 

schools with a focus on States/districts with the least institutional structure for vocational education. 

 Startup skills in high school: Introduce enterprise and start-up skills through professionals in high 

schools to impart finishing skills to students. 

 Apprenticeship program in Industry: Have a co-sharing model of apprenticeships (combine 

practical training in a job with study) with the industry on scale to ensure the industry has a stake in 

the apprenticeship program. 

 Absorption of youth at the workplace: Apprenticeships on the scale can facilitate the absorption 

of youth in the workplace, with the government’s condition for employer subsidies being wages of 

dignity on successful completion of the apprenticeship. 

 Capital oan for women: Streamline working capital loans for women-led enterprises/first-

generation enterprises to enable them to go to scale. 

 Skill accreditation programme: Start a universal skill accreditation programme for skill-providing 

institutions, with candidates co-sponsored by the state and employers. 

 Majority of fund in water scares block: Use 70% funds under MGNREGA in 2,500 water-scarce 

blocks and blocks with high deprivation, with a thrust on the poorest 20 families and a focus on 

skills for higher productivity. 
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About African Union (AU): 

 It is a continental body consisting of the 55 member states that make up the countries of the African 

Continent. 

 

 It was officially launched in 2002 and replaced its predecessor, the Organization of African Unity 

(OAU), which was founded in 1963. 

 Primary Objective: To promote unity, cooperation, and development among African nations while 

advancing the continent's interests on the global stage. 

 The AU is guided by its vision of “An Integrated, Prosperous, and Peaceful Africa, driven by its own 

citizens and representing a dynamic force in the global arena.” 

 To ensure the realisation of its objectives and the attainment of the Pan African Vision of an 

integrated, prosperous and peaceful Africa, Agenda 2063 was developed as a strategic framework 

for Africa’s long term socio-economic and integrative transformation. 

 Agenda 2063 calls for greater collaboration and support for African led initiatives to ensure the 

achievement of the aspirations of African people. 
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 Headquarters: Addis Ababa, Ethiopia 

Structure: 

 Assembly: It is the highest decision-making body, consisting of the heads of state and government 

of member countries. 

 Executive Council: Made up of foreign affairs ministers, handles policy matters and makes 

recommendations to the Assembly. 

 AU Commission: Headquartered in Addis Ababa, is the administrative arm responsible for 

implementing the decisions of the Assembly and the Executive Council. 

 The Peace and Security Council: Responsible for maintaining peace and security on the continent. 

 The AU structure promotes the participation of African citizens and civil society through the Pan-

African Parliament and the Economic, Social & Cultural Council (ECOSOCC). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


