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SC forms task force to ensure doctors’ safety

Taking up a suo motu case over the rape and murder of a doctor, court asks task force to recommend security measures, safety audits, and enhanced police presence; it gives
Centre a month to collate data from States and Union Territories on security and facilities at all government-run hospitals; top court asks CBI to submit its report tomorrow

Krishnadas Rajagopal
NEW DELHI

he Supreme Court
T on Tuesday consti-
tuted a National

Task Force to work out the
modalities of safety mea-
sures for medical profes-
sionals. The NTF will re-
commend security
measures on hospital pre-
mises; infrastructure deve-
lopment, including sepa-
rate restrooms;
technological interven-
tions to limit access to crit-
ical hospital areas; CCTV
cameras; provision of
night transport; counsell-
ing services; crisis work-
shops; quarterly safety au-
dits; and enhanced police
presence in hospitals.

A three-judge Bench,
headed by Chief Justice of
India DY. Chandrachud,
explaining why the court

had taken suo motu cogni-
sance of the rape and mur-
der of a junior doctor at
the State-run R.G. Kar Med-
ical College and Hospital in
Kolkata, said the case laid
bare the systemic failure in
providing safety to medical
professionals.

The court said the “hor-
rific” crime was the last
straw and “the nation can-
not wait for another rape
and murder in order to
bring in safety laws for
medical professionals and
doctors”.

The Centre was given a
month to collate data from
States and Union Territo-
ries on security and infras-
tructure facilities at all go-
vernment-run  hospitals.
This would include wheth-
er they have complied with
the Sexual Harassment of
Women at Workplace (Pre-
vention, Prohibition and
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Doctors of RML Hospital watch a live-stream of the Supreme Court
hearing in New Delhi on Tuesday. SHASHI SHEKHAR KASHYAP

Redressal) Act, 2013.
Surgeon Vice-Admiral
Arti Sarin, Director Gener-
al Medical Services (Navy);
D. Nageshwar Reddy,
Chairperson and Managing
Director, Asian Institute of
Gastroenterology and AIG
Hospitals, Hyderabad; M.
Srinivas, Director, All India
Institute of Medical Scienc-
es (AIIMS), Delhi; Pratima

Murthy, Director, National
Institute of Mental Health
and Neuro Sciences (NIM-
HANS), Bengaluru; Go-
verdhen Dutt Puri, Execu-
tive  Director, AIIMS,
Jodhpur; Saumitra Rawat,
Chairperson, Institute of
Surgical Gastroenterology
and Member, Board of
Management, Sir Ganga
Ram Hospital, Delhi; Anita

Ex-principal
booked on graft
allegations

KOLKATA

The Kolkata Police has booked
Sandip Ghosh, the former
principal, on allegations of
corruption and irregularities
and sent him a notice to
appear before the police
allegedly for disclosing the
identity of the victim. » PAGE 4

Saxena, Vice-Chancellor,
Pandit B.D. Sharma Medi-
cal University, Rohtak; Pal-
lavi Saple, Dean, Grant
Medical College, Mumbai
and Sir J.J. Group of Hospi-
tals, Mumbai; and Padma
Srivastav, former Profes-
sor, Neurology Depart-
ment, AIIMS, Delhi, cur-
rently serving as
Chairperson of Neurology,

Paras Health, have been
appointed members of the
NTF. The Cabinet Secre-
tary; the Union Home and
Family Welfare Secretar-
ies; the Chairperson, Na-
tional Medical Commis-
sion; and President,
National Board of Exami-
nations will function as its
ex-officio members.
“There is a virtual ab-
sence of safety for doctors,
especially young women
doctors. They have 36-
hour shifts. We need a na-
tional protocol for safe
conditions of work for doc-
tors and medical person-
nel... It is not that every
time there is a rape and
murder, the conscience of
the nation is awakened. We
need a protocol not just on
paper, but to be actually
implemented,” Chief Jus-
tice Chandrachud said.
The Chief Justice said

women medical profes-
sionals were especially vul-
nerable to sexual assaults.
Gender violence in the
medical profession was a
matter of very serious con-
cern.

The  Chief Justice
reached out to the protest-
ing doctors and medical
staff to resume work, say-
ing their concerns would
be given the highest priori-
ty by the Supreme Court.
The top court warned the
West Bengal government
against “unleashing” its
might on protestors.

The Bench directed the
CBI, which is currently in
charge of the investigation
into the crime on the or-
ders of the Calcutta High
Court, to submit its report
on August 22.
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Bilateral Groupings & Agreements

India, Japan conduct
‘2+2’ dialogue with
focus on Indo-Pacific

Two sides hold discussion on defence cooperation, significance of open

Indo-Pacific; Rajnath says partnership is based on democratic values

Press Trust of India
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NEW DELHI

he India-Japan
I partnership is set
against a larger

context of a free, open and
rules-based Indo-Pacific
and it will continue to
grow, External Affairs Mi-
nister S. Jaishankar said on
Tuesday as both sides held
a fresh edition of “2+2” dia-
logue amid China’s in-
creasing military muscle-
flexing in the region.

The Japanese delegation
at the talks in Delhi was
headed by Foreign Minis-
ter Yoko Kamikawa and
Defence Minister Minoru
Kihara. Mr. Jaishankar and
Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh headed the Indian
team.

“In the last decade, our
relationship has assumed
the form of a special stra-
tegic and global partner-
ship. The logic of this evo-
lution is our expanding
interests and growing ac-
tivities,” Mr. Jaishankar
said.

“As we both step for-
ward into a more volatile

Japan’s Minister of Defence Minoru Kihara receives the guard of
honour in the presence of Rajnath Singh. SHASHI SHEKHAR KASHYAP

and unpredictable world,
there is a need for reliable
partners with whom there
are substantial conver-
gences,” he said.

“As a result, we have
consciously sought to facil-
itate each other’s endea-
vours, comprehend each
other’s objectives, streng-
then each other’s positions
and work with other na-
tions of shared comfort,”
he added.

In his remarks, Mr.
Singh said the India-Japan
special strategic and global

I

partnership is based on de-
mocratic values and the
rule of law.

He said India has set a
goal of becoming a deve-
loped country by 2047 and
building domestic defence
capabilities is one of the
significant aspects of this
vision.

“The India-Japan part-
nership in the defence sec-
tor will be an important as-
pect to realise our goal. Let
us make a vision for this
partnership,” the Defence
Minister said.
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ECONOMIC NOTES

Kalyanaraman

ndia is on its way to achieve its
target of blending 20% of petrol
with ethanol by 2025-26, going by
the milestones on blending
percentages crossed so far and the
increase in ethanol production capacity.

However, the food versus fuel equation
continues to hang over the ethanol
economy as recent events have shown.
For example, maize import has increased
from April to June of this year compared
to last year at a time when maize has been
used to produce more fuel ethanol to
compensate for restrictions on using
sugarcane products. The industry,
however, opines India has enough grain
and sugar surpluses, Tarun Sawhney,
Vice-Chairman and Managing Director,
Triveni Engineering and Industries, says,
“With big food stocks across the country,
there is absolutely no concern about food
security in the near future. | am
concerned the supplies and stocks are so
large that it could lead to wastage and
spoiling,” he said.

All the emphasis has been on first
generation (1G) ethanol that is directly
made from foodgrains and sugarcane.
The government should diversify and
move to 2G and 3G that are more benign
in terms of impact on food security.

Status of ethanol production capacity
Twenty per cent by 2025-26 would mean
producing some 1,000 crore litres of
ethanol for blending with petrol. “We are
now seeing 13% to 15% blending with a
sharp incre: 2021,” says Sourabh
Banerjee, consultant on ethanol and
biofuels. In 2021, the blending was around
8%. Deepak Ballani, director general of
Indian Sugar and Bio-energy
Manufacturers Association, says the sugar
industry has invested some 240,000 crore
in the last few years in capacity
expansion. In just two years, 92 crore litre
capacity was added.

‘The roadmap for achieving ethanol
blending targets, prepared by the Niti
Aayog, had laid down that the capacity of
sugarcane-based distilleries would need
to increase from 426 crore litres in 2021 to
760 crore litres in 2026, while grain-based
distilleries’ capacity should increase from
258 to 740 crore litres. In other words, a
lot more of grain-based distilleries were to
come up. Besides fuel ethanol, some 310
crore litres would be needed for making
ethanol for consumable liquor as well as
industrial uses. Taking stock in December
2023, the government said India’s ethanol
production capacity had already
increased to 1,380 crore litres - some 875
crore litres capacity from sugarcane and
505 crore from foodgrains. This means
the targeted total ethanol capacity is
nearly achieved although with a greater
sugarcane-based component.

‘Two interest subvention programmes
for establishing new distilleries had
facilitated the ramping up of ethanol
generation capacity. Industry has been

that to maintain
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economy along with questions regarding fuel efficiency in existing vehicles

Ethanol for blending

With the govermment restricting the use of B-heavy molasses and sugarcane juice for ethanol production from December 2023, grain-based ethanol
production has increased to maintain blending percentages

Ethanol supplied to oil marketing companies

On the ethanol blending programme

India is on its way to achieve its target of blending 20% of petrol with ethanol by 26. However. the food versus fuel equation continues to hang over the ethanol

THE GIST

The roadmap for achieving
ethanol blending targets,
prepared by the Niti Aayog,
had laid down that the
capacity of sugarcane-based
distilleries would need to
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Shortage: Sugar mill workers load harvested
sugarcane on to a tractor troly in Sangli district,
in Maharashtra, in 2022. REUTERS

up fuel ethanol production, the
government had started permitting the
diversion of the first two away from sugar
production to fuel ethanol. Ethanol
pricing depends on the sugar content of
the input. In 2022-23, 63% of fuel ethanol
came from B-heavy molasses and

from molasses. In December, 2023, the
government restricted the diversion of the
first two over fears of falling sugar stocks.

Mr. Ballani, however, believes the
restrictions will be removed this year. He
says that out of a total production of 340
lakh tonnes of sugar in 20
consumption was only 285 lakh tonnes,
Some closing stock is therefore available
for 202324, he says, adding that fears of
depleting sugar surpluses are unfounded

Expanding sugarcane production will
have to be sustained by higher water use.
Souvik Bhattacharjya of The Earth
Research Institute says to sustain 50% of
1,000 crore litres from sugarcane, 400
billion litres of water would be
additionally. Expanding sugarcane
cultivation would redirect irrigation water
from essential food-grain crops,
exacerbating concerns about agricultural
sustainability, he says. To make up for the
shortfall due to restrictions on B-heavy
molasses, grain-based distilleries, mainly
maize, have likely been operating at full
capacity to keep up with the blending
percentages this year.

Government policy is that maize as
well as surphus rice and damaged grains
will be used to feed grain-based
distilleries.

India ranks as a major maize producer
globally, but domestic consumption

i says

and create surplus capacity for other uses
such as blending with diesel, these
programmes should be extended and that
0il Marketing Companies (OMCs) should
sign more long-term contracts with
distilleries until the supply chain is well
and truly formed.

Sugarcane gives rise to three main
related products - sugarcane juice and
syrup, B-heavy molasses and C-heavy
molasses, in the order of decreasing sugar
content, The first two would typically go
to making sugar while the third will be
used for ethanol production. In a bid to

outpaces say
TERT's Bhattacharjya. Over the last few
years, Indian maize imports have been
hovering around 0.4 to 0.5 million tonnes
ayear. A rapid diversion to ethanol will
drive up prices and negatively impact its
major uses ~ the poultry sector by 47%,
followed by livestock feed (13%) and
starch (14%). At 3 to 4 tonnes per hectare,
India’s maize yield is much lower than
other countries, he adds.

Commerce Ministry data show that in
202324, Indian maize (corn) imports
were $39 million. This year, from April to
June, the import is already worth $103

million. As per NITI Aayog's estimates,
some 4.8 million hectares will have to be
added to maize cultivation area to meet
the 20% target, which is almost half of the
typical maize cultivation area.

On fuel efficiency in automobiles

blending program nationwide, he adds.
“Most of the distilleries especially in U.P.,
as well as new capacity coming up, are
multi-fuel, allowing them to process both
sugarcane juice and molasses, and grain,
including rice and maize. For
upcoming year, ipated that 55%

Ethanol will not only reduce
gas emissions, it will also prevent an
estimated foreign exchange outgo of some
$4 billion per year, as per Maruti Suzuki
company estimates, and bolster the rural
economy by promoting the cultivation of
various crops through an assured market.
Many vehicle makers say the government
deadline of E20 (20% ethanol and 80%
gasoline) compliance is achievable, but
questions remain over existing vehicles
whose performance would be affected by
higher ethanol content.

The NITI Aayog report notes that
ethanol brought down fuel
vehicles not suited for etha
average of 6%,

Many vehicle makers say they are in
line with the government deadline of
2025. A Maruti Suzuki spokesperson told
The Hindu that all Maruti vehicles have
been compatible with E-20 fuel since
April 2023. Existing vehicles may have to
go for an engine retuning and change over
to E20 supported material depending on
what grade they are.

How different States view the policy
Meanwhile, the developing ethanol
economy has impacted States differently.
While the fuel ethanol pricing is the same
across India, States determine the pricing
of Extra Neutral Alcohol (ENA) that goes
into making liquor for consumption and
other uses. That pricing has

decider for sugarcane-based distilleries in
opting for highly pure fuel ethanol
vis-a-vis ENA and other forms.

In Uttar Pradesh, the government
reserves some 25% of the ethanol for
ENA. Mr. Sawhney says that ENA i
attractive since it offers lower value.
Ethanol made from molasses, especially
B-heavy molasses, offers significantly
higher value, he adds. U.P. is full
with the central government’s mission on
ethanol, says Mr. Sawhney. U.P. is the
single largest contributor to the ethanol

i

of the national of ethanol
will be met from sugarcane and the
balance 45% would be met by grain
distilleries.”

In Tamil Nadu, where liquor is a highly
lucrative market for distilleries, fuel
ethanol has not yet caught on as much.
The State government procures and sells
all the liquor. Liquor revenue is one-sixth
of all government revenue.

An increase in sugarcane cultivation
may not be possible because of water
requirements, industry sources say.
Broken rice may not be made available
either. A highly placed government source
said it would be bad politics in Tamil
Nadu to supply rice, even broken rice, to
ethanol since people will relate it to liquor
and oppose. M. Ponnuswamy, Chairman
and Managing director of Pon Pure
Chemicals, advocates that the
government should support maize
cultivation as an alternative. “Maize is not
water intensive. It degrades soil and
cannot be the sole crop either. It can be
used in rotation with sugarcane to ensure
that soil fertility is not degraded,” he says.
Some half a dozen distilleries for fuel
ethanol are on the drawing boards and at
various stages of completion. Assuring
feedstock supply can help to promote a
non-sugarcane distillery base in the State.

Vishal Kamat, Chairman Confederation
of Indian Industry (CI) Maharashtra, says
in Maharashtra it is more profitable to
make ENA and supply it for other uses
such as manufacturing activities, fashion
and medicine than for ethanol blending.
“All segments besides liquor are
experiencing good demand thanks to a
booming economy. This said, if there is a
steady contract for procurement in
blending then fuel ethanol can be
attractive since additional processing will
not be required after purity is ensured,”
he

Many across the industry demand an
increase in ethanol prici

Ethanol will not only reduce
greenhouse gas emissions, it
will also prevent an estimated
foreign exchange outgo of
some $4 billion per year, as per
Maruti Suzuki company
estimates, and bolster the rural
economy by promoting the
cultivation of various crops
theough an assured market.

v

Meanwhile, the developing
ethanol economy has
impacted States differently
While the fuel ethanol pricing is:
the same across India, States
determine the pricing of Extra
Neutral Alcohol (ENA) that goes
into making liquor for
consumption and other uses.
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®» TS R Ufaael &1 1R & fo1T, T&T U I HahT o1 SUANT HR- aral ST Temia Higar ot emar 9
HTH TR B G
e 3R Y yuma
» URd, Th THE Hah] IAGH, 1A SdTG o [o7T Haeh! & JUTNT & HRUI Hdeh] & SaTd H g 3R
GHIFIT Jed g &1 QT SR @ ]
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» g Uice! &3 3R HaH] & 30 T SUANT Bl ABRIAD U 4 THIAT HR ol ¢ |
B IO TAT A 2023-24 H TaewT & ATd & $39 e I 39 99 oiia-S &1 srafdr & $103 fiferm=
o B Seeie-i1d g D1 o1 gl |

B 20% THH0T AT BT T B o (oY, TAT SHTANRGT HIBT B Wt Bt ATTRIDT &, S AT Wclt &F Bl
JUTad Fall 5|

18T UG 3R Io9-&R UHTd

B 3T Brermr @ TS T Sroiq & ST 3 3R fae= ga1 &t 9ad 81 &1 SHiE 8, 1Y gt urHion
rfogaeyr ) Wit ggrar faa|

B T, I SIS TR HieT aTel & UeR(H &I THIAd BR Tabal 7, e forg goM &l iR @ &
HRA g7 E20-9H1Sd Il & Sard & avadhdl gl gl g

B I I SIS I DY S-Sl i U oad 81 $& o4l 1, 38 ST ged FyRor ok =R
JATGT TR SUHT UG 3G TG & BN HI HUIRT FRal 5| Sarevul & [aY, FS Aod T °
AT I Bl AHTH B R A Hisd HRd €, STdeh 37 Adeh] oY f[dhed! R faaR &d 7

e

» URA H UG SdIe & [R & W YReM, o 304, 31ffe guHTa iR Ig-Tid Hifadl &1 Sfea
Sfaday M g

»Wﬁaﬁrwa&u‘rﬁ%mﬁmdmmm% Qe QR SR FRRar daet ffareif & ary sa97a
TG B Y T %’

e
m%ﬁmﬁmﬁ%wﬁ%mmm%v
(1) HTET
(2) &iford g & M
(3)14§Twﬁé?aﬂrwr
(4) Pt
(5) UG §U 3T
(6) dPax
1 faT T4 Pl BT ITINT HRb gl IR Ai:
(@) Pad 1,2, 5 3R 6
(b)Ppaa 1,3, 4 3R 6
() Had2,3,4 3R 5
(d)1,2,3 4,536

31X: (a)
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YR Roid 9 (RBI) & GErpifa deiievur gaRil = 33 S fhar § ok 30 sisdr e faawmreia aw
ST SNRIH 4RT 3R Uit 81 Uahal 8, & il 3 U U Xy o | b fean g
B YRd H GERHIfd e T SR e’ MY arel U & aaeh! - del [ YR uRar! &1 ufkfRufadt &
IER &7 9 G & 1T CPI GERWITd Tia! & Te-Hed GERWIT &1 YR HY a1 ST areu|

YoTewifa dedinor 1 32

B Jolids # arwifa defieur B e IR S-S ST & o a=1d 8l b & SR 9P &g 33 3 o 7 1t =9
ST

W YR A3 2016 T UM

» %WﬁamwmmamWﬁﬁzﬁ6Mﬁwm$%ww4mw

TG T

® RBI 7 3@ ifeTd e BT U= elten Bt Ewon B B

B 3agaR 2016 H RBI Hifsd =ifd IAfT @1 Ugal 9@ |, I8 | fiu=iRe U ¥ wifq fovar mar o1 i MPC 3
YR RigaT & folt e arafds Hifd aX & U & 1.25 UfA=Id &1 aRafaed YUl &R WR faar fam g

B o TRAAS AId &R U RIS BT I T gfg @t guf JAshR W 3fG) & 3 Fu Ffd R I B

YERwIfd aefiarur & dgd ARt & 3 v

1. "THARNT": T 3GR 3@ &1 Aqd ¢ [ hard §b S [AhN &I 9a1a1 a7 & g o 1 31gfd &1 faar
Wﬁ%@qﬁﬁaﬁ? TP ISR IS 3afy & TRE Fa §% a1 o H Held! B & ol R g1 R gfa
EREIN NN

2. 'de": U "I ' T Udl Ioldl & fb Foid §& a1 dl G H Heldl HR Jbdl § IT &R 9¢1 Jobdl & T8 ¥
3T IR TR IS TN STl & ofd e Tnfireset garenifer 3R e gl W) 99 gt |

3. 'BIfhRr: U BITHY 3@ SR BT § [ Hald ddb b Fard WAHHar GERWI &1 HH a1 5 | T TR0 &
RM, HE S 4= BT YL B Ah 3R 3 USR A Pl HH B & T o &3 H 9@ v & e AR 2

oI Tedienor Bt guTasiieran

B Aarg

B 3Td GERwifd § fR1de oM §: Sheit! fSRiex & Hiegd § AT T3 3Nd aRWIfd ek GERbiid aedidmul
IR H HTH! HH 81 718 3
oa%?ﬁramﬁusﬁtrﬁaﬁﬁsﬁwm 5.69 Hfawrd off, s fUze i auf & geax 3.47 ufawa
TR B

B Iddters A fiRae: Iuviadl e Ya@ic aRbifd 2011-2015 & 3fafd & SR 8.26 WA= ¥ gear 2016-
2019 & 4.99 UfI=Id 81 715, ST 3.27 UfA=Id 3! &t fR1GC 5
0 UE JERWPfa-aediaur ard =1 o T1Y-1 39 7 S0 aral o= 7 of Ta o1fds 7

B g3 g3 URGRIA: JaRWi-AeieRul g & UM & dle HRd B Mg =ifd TR R # R g gl

faweans
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B IR R UHAE &H: gldle, JEepifd dediertl & $8 SMakd] & A § b I R R 39@T
AT T ey BT aifRardarsi o srear Hrar gl

B URd H §gd WIeT YHTE T8t URA H, HY & 3R sFIUaiRe srfcqaw &1 981 iR g, St 39 @R & i o
eIt ¥ W yrHfd 16 8t 8, o sgiast &3 wHidh 8 ol 71

FIT ISTH YT U1 F GERWiTd Agdid<or d YfireT Furs?
®» 2003 H, YRd A AGHNT °IS SR aRwpifa $1 fafd dxa & forg FRBM sifdifam i fasa
W TR T SHARRIPTT TR W, AN U1E & GERWIA B YU B & IR H 9gd HH J9d 8|
®» FRBM HI90T ¥ Ugd IR o auf & fod, TRfdd b SR g 91 3 10.9 Ufa=id 2001 H), 10.4 3R 10.9
ORI &l [
B T I H1 1999-2005 Bt Al & e, TR ISTHINIg °Ie HT 39d Jhd TR, IdTe BT 9.4 Ta=rd o |
B 5 1R, 3 a9 FRBM 3fR S5t & forT YR aRwifd & Wfofe 1 &1 Ufaf-ieid axd 8 |

YRA # e ifa dedtevor ot anma

B YRA § gErRmifa dediaror &) anrd oft 81

» sﬂm;m&aanﬁ gg TTeid yron At fb I Aifcrd &) @, da o fhRil o it St BiAd B
) |

» ﬁ;ﬂﬁ%ﬁwmmﬁgﬁmﬁmﬁﬁwﬁm@ammmaﬁmm

|

®» Ig 9gd 94T ¢ & g8 IO 7 71 & Yurfag S afs, S fr smratend 3 Wier o 8, fidsr 2016 #
THURR gRT g @9 9§ St ugd ugd TS

W T9 J IRAAD HoTd &1 § AR 3 §3 &, 3R sheiu! i & AR fR1ae oS 51

UPSC Mains Practice Question
UY: 39 U R fauR o3 fo "HRd d garwifa dedievu 7 fed g a6 9% 3T &2
YA 9% & AT H FRUT gard |
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BTG I fHTT 3 BTd &1 B HA-sTe- R RI-HRAQR (@rdTe) el & framare! uefa 9
P 3T b

fergmare) fafyr & IR A:
B I UM ITUOYRG! 3R UGy UIRIRITAD! faRivg MhaR 3 kT firmare! grT fasfa a-Riur &) e fafyr

gl

B 9 X I Hiex § &) ¥ IR TR & =i U8 T o §

B T3 A0 P HRU, NI I P T & oy sl B gu del ¥ sed 8

» %g?@%mﬁﬁﬁmw%@w%ﬁwﬁ%ﬁmwuﬁwﬁmwmﬁﬁﬁym

g

w5 fou U & o 0T o o TSl 1 999 gd $9 ¥ SHIAd Widhiad aaedrd (PNV) & Rigid 9 &1 o,
TN Vel B, g8 geufa i fosdt fafdiy & & fom fosedt wridia exaeiu & ure o 9ahd ||

B =g R Y O ek 8 o § 8k &9 91 & iR 30 it e b &g o B

® gt a9 10 AT At A 9gd §, 30 T T Bld § 3R I 100 7T 3iferep Sig fafgerar it ]1

B J See! § WIMNG 81 91d §, U8 al-aiF I8 & §lc IWRWETd B1 Al Tal gidl 7, 3R 3= 3 a1 Hiex fora=
Bt STl WR ot ST 57 T |

W PRmEe! de-ie & d&dl § oid fafaudr & GUR, BT &1 AT BT, ERA MRl & FHT, ag Uguul & HH
FRAT 3R A TR DT IR AT A g

» AaTd! a9 S XERl & oY SHasrd JHIYM § Sl STaarg daiard doil 9 fasRid 1 amed § |

W I8 gud § e T8 WPlad Ya-axul Rigidl W sl g, I, &8 & Ta Ul &1 ST BT 3R
TG e a1 Groi- UishaT3Tl & Aahd BT
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wy: Fafafaa gl w faar &9
STAHH/UNGSHT . HATTT
1. JEPRA &7 HRIHH; HY T
2. IR o S H; iRl 3R g W™
3. PG SRl A y: U fasr Harerg aui Semid &= & forg aRaien

Fq*iaﬁﬂ‘ﬁfﬁ@rﬁﬁwﬁﬂﬁ@ﬁﬁ%’/%?

a)
b)aﬁma
Q) 1,238R3
d) BIs 8l
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Page : 08 Editorial Analysis
A ground plan for sustainable mass employment

he big Budget announcement of five

major employment-related schemes

sounds impressive. The schemes are to

have an ambitious ¥2 lakh crore outlay
spread over five years to facilitate jobs and skilling
and other opportunities for 4.1 crore youth. The
Economic Survey has made a strong case for
employment, goading the private sector to create
jobs, the reasons being lower taxes since 2019
and higher profits post the COVID-19 pandemic.
The Prime Minister’s package for employment
must be seen along with other initiatives for
human well-being.

Any evidence-based road map for sustainable
mass employment with dignity must begin by
recognising the race to the bottom on wages,
when unlimited unskilled workers are available.
Let us not forget that the Periodic Labour Force
Survey 2019-20 had found that a wage earner is in
the top 10% if he/she earns ¥25,000 a month.
Short-duration skill programmes have had low
long-term placements. This is often on account of
wage being low for a life of dignity in urban areas.
Many went back to their villages to do something
else.

Evidence also points to the continuum of
education and skills. Monthly per capita
consumption is the highest in States such as
Tamil Nadu, Kerala, Himachal Pradesh, Goa and
Sikkim. These States have better human
development indicators as well. Odisha, in spite
of pushing short duration skilling, has a low per
capita consumption in the absence of robust
higher secondary/higher/vocational opportunities
in institutions.

Mass employment with dignity requires
productivity increases. While it is fine for the
Economic Survey to urge the private sector to
create jobs, it must be understood that the state
also has a role in determining the floor rate of
wages and in assuring high quality public goods.
There is enough evidence that public
employment per unit of population in India is
much lower than what it is in most of the
developed world. What should the key policy
initiatives in creating sustainable mass
employment with dignity be?

Skilling needs
First, begin from below through decentralised
community action, to identify skilling needs.
Ownership by a community of State programmes
only comes through direct community action.
The gram sabha or basti samitis in urban areas
can play a critical role in taking government
programmes to the people. The steps can be as
follows: Create a register of all those wanting
employment/self-employment. Create a plan for
every youth in partnership with professionals at
the cluster level. Well-educated professionals are
needed on fixed-term appointment at the local
government level, to ensure evidence-based
outcomes. Make it the basis for finding skill
providers and employers. Let apprenticeships too
base themselves on such a community connect.
The result will be transformational. Let us begin
from below.

Second, converge initiatives for education,
health, skills, nutrition, livelihoods, and

Amarjeet Sinha

a retired civil servant

These 12-point
policy initiatives
can pave the
way for
employment
with dignity

employment (at the local government level) with
women’s collectives. This will ensure community
accountability, with untied funds, functions and
functionaries for effective quality outcomes.
Employment does not improve in isolation. All
human development indicators achieve better
when they devolve and converge. Untied funds
are transformational as communities make
effective choices. India’s failures in public goods
(education, health, nutrition, environment, and
sanitation) can improve through such an
approach. We need to put in more money in
these sectors, through decentralised community
action.

Education and employability

Third, introduce need-based vocational
courses/certificate programmes alongside
undergraduate programmes (B.A., B.Sc., B. Com.)
in every college. This has been done in the past. It
needs to be made compulsory in every college.
Give them the resources to experiment. For
example, there are some colleges in Mumbai that
provide certificate courses (with graduation) such
as tourist guide, counsellor, and so on. This will
greatly improve employability on scale. Make
graduation programmes employable.

Fourth, standardise nursing and allied
health-care professional courses in all States
according to international benchmarks. Nurses,
geriatric care-givers, and health paramedics are
required on scale in and outside India. The
biggest problem is the uneven quality of
institutions and the absence of a standardised
course curriculum and duration. We need to
standardise these skill sets to international
standards.

Fifth, create community cadres of care-givers
to run créches universally so that women can
work without fear. We have a four- to six-hour
anganwadi service but the number of infants is
more than what a créche care-giver can manage.
We need to create a community cadre of créche
care-givers, who can be paid by the local
governments/women’s collective after intensive
training. The Community Resource Persons of
the Rural Livelihood Mission is a good model to
follow. Community cadres can have multiple
livelihoods in agriculture, animal rearing,
non-farm opportunities, and retail shops.

Sixth, invest in Industrial Training Institutes
(ITD), polytechnics as hubs in skill development
for feeder schools. The absence of quality and
up-to-date infrastructure in many ITIs,
polytechnics, and Rural Self Employment
Training Institutes (RSETIS) is a very critical gap
in an age of upskilling and re-skilling. Institutions
have to be autonomous and community
managed. These technical institutions can also
work as a hub for feeder schools. Schools must
develop an equivalence framework for academic
and vocational inputs in terms of credits and
hours. The focus should be on States/districts
with the least institutional structure for
vocational education. Tamil Nadu and
Maharashtra have large capacity that has helped
manufacturing in those States. Human capital
matters.

Seventh, introduce enterprise and start-up

skills through professionals in high schools.
Schools need to introduce technology and
enterprise as a subject at the upper primary/high
school-level onwards. It is important that
experimentation and innovation with an
understanding of business processes are a part of
the regular school curriculum. Visits by
professionals to schools can impart finishing skills
to students; employment/enterprise follows.

Eighth, have a co-sharing model of
apprenticeships with industry on scale. This is
critical as far as manufacturing sector
opportunities or even the services sector is
concerned. Skilling costs must be shared with
potential employers as standalone
government-funded skilling is not always the best
way forward. Unless industry has a stake in the
apprenticeship, it does not work.

Capital loans and enterprises

Ninth, streamline working capital loans for
women-led enterprises/first-generation
enterprises to enable them to go to scale. The
lessons from the lakhpati didis of the Rural
Livelihoods Mission bring out the challenges in
getting working capital loans. While efforts to
create comprehensive credit histories of every
woman borrower is underway, technology can be
a great enabler in going to scale. The Reserve
Bank Innovation Hub and the National Rural
Livelihoods Mission are trying to come up with
innovations that give confidence to banks to lend
on a higher scale. The success of the Start Up
Village Enterprise Programme (SVEP) under the
NRLM brings out the importance of hand
holding, Community Enterprise Fund, and
end-to-end solutions for first generation
entrepreneurs.

Tenth, start a universal skill accreditation
programme for skill providing institutions, and let
the state and industry jointly sponsor candidates
for courses. Skill providers can be accredited
after a rigorous assessment process. Candidates
can be co-sponsored by the state and employers.

Eleventh, use 70% funds under the Mahatma
Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee
Act (MGNREGA) in 2,500 water-scarce blocks and
blocks with high deprivation, with a thrust on the
poorest 20 families. Individual beneficiary
schemes under MGNREGA allow for livelihood
security through income-generating initiatives
such as animal sheds, irrigation wells, work
sheds, and so on. Focus on skills for higher
productivity of MGNREGA wage earners. Better
wage rates will facilitate lives of dignity on scale,
in very poor regions.

Twelfth, apprenticeships on scale can facilitate
the absorption of youth in a workplace. The scale
must go up. The focus must be on skill acquisition
or else it can get routinised with a stipend being
provided, merely as an incentive. The
government’s condition for employer subsidies in
any form must always be for wages of dignity on
successful completion of apprenticeship. Let us
create a higher order economy, with higher
productivity and a higher quality of lives for
workmen.

The views expressed are personal
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(upsc CSE (M) GS-3 : 2023) YRA | AU RITAIRT SRS Wﬁraﬁ
it 1 & T SUATS 7T Usfd 3t S B¢ 3R T e

ﬁﬁuﬁ%mwmmmmél (250 Words)

B YR WBHR 1 AR & o 2 TG IS 3T & g Ubl P GV Bt g, o1 I5¥T 3T Ug auf
T 4.1 RIS garsil & AT 3fawR Ual BT 8 | I8 HedTw el Ugd M demr ot R & sy
g, forad ol & o ISR ord Bt Sfa=adhdl IR SR a1 T 81 TRAT & 91 R Is7R & IR |
ﬂmﬁmﬁﬁm,mmﬁqmm&ﬁzw$wmﬁ@ﬁww

|

gdu™ gAfaar ok faddipa FRars i smazaddr

B IOl & RidTd: T1ed §aTd § fob 25,000 ¥ Ufd HIE HHA dTel Teh AadTHIT S 10% Jauifial & 9
TH | T8 oGyl & AMd H Ja9 =1 &1 3R I8 3R oS Siia- & e & aa- arelt Aieial
1 AT BT AR FRAT 5 |

B DI HADGH THITRNEAT: SeIDICTD DI BIADHH TR AT Holge! & BRUN a1 JSHTR
& B HH B & | s URITEd Ffdd IgaR Sa¥R] &1 qar=r & UTHr &3 § die 3md g

D I SR R YA TRAT & Y 98 Y0 R ISR & 1T SdTedhdT SeH SR Aad Aeigy! a3
RYTRa A D1 STagHdr gidl | | R ISR & 7 <7 & fore 3= ura<n areft grdei—e awgsit
3R Taraft w1 AT HA & 7T I7 &1 g8Y Agaqui g |

ydTfad Sifavd ugd

D TH-ATYIRT DHINE: Tgd! B! MG DI MAIHAS B UgaH HRA R I Galdd Hd &
forg fadhdierd AHIGI® HRATs U & fhal SHT d1eT | SHH ISR IFoReX FHT 3R Aférd arorraf
! [ABRIG B & T IReRT & T WIRIERT A1 M 6|

B II37 FHT THIHRO: R TR W &, WA, DI 3R ISR Ugdl DI ThHIpd Y, Saecal AR
gUTdT IRl & fore Afgarsti & Afed! &1 a1y I3 | I8 VDI G- 3TeIRd Fufg oF & Areaw

q A4 fapra Gdhde! &l Igidl ol
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» UG &M Bicrsl H Add HRIGH! & ATd-TTY RIS dl- YR HadS Ueasmd e B |
g Tl IO & foIE Ui 1agieG S 3R YA UEH HRab JASHTR & § JUR ST |

P AP 3R AT ) ggr T

u WﬁWﬁ:WW,WW@W%WWﬁﬁW
AFCS! & ATIR AFGIGd B | DI BN & U H5 & U T a1 IR & 0 el
giferefae &1 3uis o3 § % &1

B Hd B STH DI BE DI STHRNA ITHHI 3R AR & AT TR FHA & o8 B8 Tod & UIoash
o TNt 3R ITH IS B UDhidhd B | AGHIRAD SR ATIRIRG T 3R DI Bl d¢1 THhd g

» TR ATeq: TERING U 3R T AN AT H1 & e ITIT & A1y UiRrefar & o 8-
THTHRUT HISE AN HY | I BINA GBI BRIHH! Dt GHTaRITar 3R R Fgit |

PH Id 3R ATBI TP HINA HRIHH dTdbIferd fRRET # 9147 STAd 8-

» DY 9 3Mffch SRIREM B 3R A ST & A da 4frp! & forg onffer rpRern et wvar 8, Frgd 3% forg
HaTdl TR DI T HRAT GRHd &1 ST 1 STl & g, IRYM IR H, T Ry Sded o™i o
gAY 9 3R SaaT9- da & s 48.5% T 3R g

B SIHIAD DI HRIHH AR &HAT Ge H [Ahd 8Id §: Bs AHIBIID DI HRADBH GUdIAdH JSHR &
fore Srazae Ufieor Bt TERIE U T8l HRd &1 Iae & e, YR H, 75% dHh-Id! HdH 3R 90% 3
:;{%mgﬁ Y ¥Y ¥ GGG DI 3R 3gHT B HH! & SR SRISFTR HHT ST &, foraet e aarr

|

B FHad IdGHdl H 38314 9 ! B! HH da- foar oidT 8, @ I9% folT 3/ HId a1 IdTghdl &) 9gM &
fore sgd 1 icaTeH 811 || U8 31 fadid SRR faerg oik vy snfifes fasma g & fo s1ReR® g |

B efaiicre v e # 9w Bt HH: HH a7 3R HHAR! UfRieor 3R faerg & difta Raw 3 Teifta g
21 U8 39 a9 J WY ¢ fob g Sivre fawr aien (diunddidrs) & ded Uriféd ar & S had 15% &1 &l
T forefl, STt g2ifan & b sreuapifore Ufkiem ugd UHId =0 I Rt AR gRomdt § dedia T2 81 el 2

B T 3R R T SR HH I 3R A PR [FHT B1 T TRIel 3R SGHFAT B 1T
@A § GNTEH Al g | Afie Srfat BT 42% SRRfE AR & B

T Mfe® TSR & fore 12-E ifavra vea:

B DI B! ATEHA B! UG BH: BN HIGHATA DI UgaH &1 & forg fadhelird qrieiie sRas &
e ¥ AR T B | ASHIR/IRISATR e ardl b1 Th IoReR §1¢ 3R Feier TR R IART & 1Y
IRt ¥ 8 gaT & o U IS §=md |

B QY TR R U SRS wdecg! 3R THIE Rk GRfdd B & fu afger 99g) & a1y R WeR
& TR IR F1efT, WA, DI, G, THIHT 3R AR & T Igal &l Thigd Hr|

B IS HUEH: AR &HaT § UR & 0T & Dia § \ae SRGH & qrd-T1Y . Jed-31id
TS UTGASHH/THTS HRIHH JRe B |

B RIS A S TR WA a1 HRIA U] ST AT I G XA & [T SRIPT AFDI & SIER ARAT IR Hoa
W ¥4l U UIashHl Bl AHDIHd 1|
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P B IR AP |

B IR B & Fax HY: Aaaiie el & e Tead &1 YR WReHT ara ITsdl/rdl IR & Bfd #d §U
WIS WHal & T BIN fAHT & hg b U A SIS 3R Uiferefaies # fFaw 3|

" @Wgﬁmiﬁmmﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁ%ﬁWWW$mﬁWﬁW$mmﬁmsﬁ?

-3(q [ B

3T A RN HRIGH: I & 1Y URIE[dT HT T Tg-TINHUN AISd (3eqgT & 1Y AHs) H ATRING
TTR1&0 B STeT) & I T8 AR 8 I b I o ufkiegar srfhA § R aRt B

B HRRW W gl & FHEA: g THH R URIedr SRIRIA WR gars & JHA & JH a1 Tdbt §, forad
e afeS! & fort WeR o1 2rd Ufiefdr & Id AT TR oS dd- g

» wfgasi & forg goil Bur: Afgernell & Ag@ ard IeHl/gsdl Uigh & IeH! & forg srihe doit 601 o1 oaaryd
B i d I THH TR S T |

B BRI THIU HTRIHH: DI UGH HR aldd GIH & 1T T JrdHiiles HI-a YH0H SRGH e 6, orad
IrteaR g 3R FAaadrsit gRT -yl 8|

» O Bt HH A st B i A 2,500 STA-HH aTe slb! 3R I dfydar I sdid! H IR & dgd
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3PP TY (AU) & IR H:
B Ig U HETEIiy T @ R 55 Yo 221 i & O 3Mbie! Helely & <=0 & fAafor d B

T SfeIR® IR WR 2002 & Al far T T 3R 9 30+ gaad!, 3MIhid! Uamhdl W1é- (OAU) B
ST o, forIah! RITUAT 1963 H g3 2|
B TYfie 3230 AP T W AEEIY & fBal & M) 9gd gU 3WId! SR & s Udhdl, Jgai 3R

fasTg &I ggrar &1
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