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Centre plans to take caste count during Census

A column on caste in the survey form is being considered, says a top government source; move comes amid persistent demands from Congress and other parties; the Census,
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last held in 2011 and scheduled to be completed in two phases, remains indefinitely delayed; demand to conduct caste census one of the reasons for the delay; says the source

Vijaita Singh
NEW DELHI

he Union govern-
T ment is yet to take a
call on conducting

the next Census, but active
discussion is on to expand
the data collection to in-
clude caste enumeration, a
top government source
told The Hindu.

“Discussions are on to
include a column to record
the caste of people during
the next Census exercise.
No decision has been taken
yet,” the source said.

The move comes amid
persistent demands by the
Congress and other politi-
cal parties, including
partners in the ruling Na-
tional Democratic Alliance,
to record caste.

“One of the reasons that
has indefinitely delayed
the Census is also the de-
mand by political parties
to conduct a caste census.
Any wrong narrative can
upset the whole exercise,”
the source said.

Other than enumerating
the Scheduled Castes (SC)
and Scheduled Tribes (ST),
a caste-wise count of popu-
lation as part of the Census
has not been done in Inde-
pendent India.

In 2011, the Congress-
led United Progressive Al-
liance (UPA) conducted the
first-ever caste count, sepa-
rate from the Census exer-
cise, but the findings were
never made public.

In 2021, the Union go-
vernment submitted an af-
fidavit in the Supreme

Past attempts

Other than enumeration of SCs and STs, the caste-wise count
of population as part of the Census has not been done in

Independent India

= In 2011, the Congress-led
United Progressive
Alliance (UPA) conducted
the first-ever caste count,
separate from the Census
exercise, but the findings
were never made public

® In 2015, the Congress
government in Karnataka
commissioned a caste
census, the report of which
has not been made public

= Bihar was one of the first States
to conduct and publish a caste
census report in 2023

Court that the caste data
enumerated in the Socio-
Economic and Caste Cen-
sus (SECC) of 2011 was
fraught with “mistakes and
inaccuracies”.

The total number of

STRTOTT § SIfd 70T & fore o 38t 9=ie

castes, according to the
1931 Census, was 4,147 and
the SECC compiled more
than 46 lakh castes, sub-
castes and names.
“Assuming that some
castes may bifurcate into

sub-castes, the total num-
ber cannot be exponential-
ly high to this extent,” the
affidavit read, adding that
the data cannot be relied
on for reservation in edu-
cation, employment or
elections to local
authorities.

The Census, last held in
2011, was scheduled to be
undertaken in two phases:
houselisting and housing
schedule in 2020 and pop-
ulation enumeration in
2021, but it was indefinitely
delayed, initially due to the
COVID-19 pandemic. The
National Population Regis-
ter (NPR) is also to be up-
dated simultaneously with
the first phase of the
Census.

The next Census will al-
so be the first digital Cen-

sus where respondents will
have the option to fill the

questionnaire on their
OWIL
Lapsed deadline

The deadline to freeze ad-
ministrative boundaries of
districts, tehsils, towns and
municipal bodies, among
others, lapsed on June 30
this year. The order to
freeze the boundaries,
usually  issued  three
months before the first
phase of Census, has been
extended 10 times since
2019.

Bihar was one of the
first States to conduct and
publish a caste census re-
port in 2023. Collected in
offline and digital modes,
the enumerators were gi-
ven a list of 215 categories,

from which people had to
choose their caste.

Earlier in 2015, the Con-
gress government in Kar-
nataka commissioned a
caste census, the report of
which has not been made
public so far.

The 31 questions for the
first phase — houselisting
and housing schedule —
were notified on January 9,
2020.

As many as 28 questions
have been finalised for the
second phase — population
enumeration — but are yet
to be notified. The final set
of questions for both the
phases were asked during
a pre-test exercise in 2019
in 76 districts in 36 States
and Union Territories, co-
vering a population of
more than 26 lakh.
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First batch of elephants begins journey to
Mysuru to take part in Dasara festivities

The Hindu Bureau
MYSURU

The first batch of nine ca-
parisoned elephants that
will take part in the Mysuru
Dasara festivities in Octob-
er began their journey
from the Veeranahosahalli
gate on the outskirts of the
Nagarahole Tiger Reserve
to the city on Wednesday.

Signalling the count-
down to the Dasara cele-
brations, the elephants led
by 58-year-old tusker Abhi-
manyu, who is slated to
carry the golden howdah
during the Jamboo Savari,
embarked on ‘Gajapayana’
- the stately march from
the jungle camps to the ci-
ty of palaces.

The event where the ele-
phants were accorded ce-
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remonial reception was
witnessed by a large num-
ber of people, as the occa-
sion set the ball rolling for
the celebrations that com-
mence from October 3.
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Traditional ceremony: Elephants start from Veeranahosahalli gate in Nagarahole Tiger Reserve. PTI

With the mahouts on
their back, the elephants
marched a distance before
boarding separate trucks
for Mysuru.

All nine jumbos arrived
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here traversing a distance
of 70 km and are camping
at the Aranya Bhavan cam-
pus.

The elephants will enter
the palace on August 23.
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PM begins Poland visit, says it will
help forge more vibrant relations

It is the first visit by an Indian Prime Minister in 45 years; Modi interacts with the Indian diaspora in Warsaw; pays homage

to Jam Saheb of Nawanagar at his memorial and to Indian and Polish soldiers who fought in the Second World War

Dinakar Peri
WARSAW

rime Minister Na-
rendra Modi ar-
rived in Warsaw on

Wednesday, the first visit
by an Indian Prime Minis-
ter to Poland in 45 years.

Mr. Modi expressed con-
fidence that the visit will
serve as a “natural contin-
uation of extensive con-
tacts” between the two
countries and help create
the foundation for stronger
and more vibrant relations
in the years ahead. He will
visit Ukraine next.

“My visit to Poland
comes as we mark 70 years
of our diplomatic relations.
Poland is a key economic
partner in Central Europe.
Our mutual commitment
to democracy and plural-
ism further reinforces our
relationship. I look forward
to meeting my friend
Prime Minister Donald
Tusk and President Andr-
zej Duda to further ad-
vance our partnership. I
will also engage with the
members of the vibrant In-
dian community in Po-
land,” Mr. Modi said in a
statement before he em-
planed for Poland.

Warm welcome: Prime Minister Narendra Modi being received by Poland’s Deputy Foreign Minister

Wtadystaw T. Bartoszewski on his arrival in Warsaw on Wednesday. Ani

Mr. Modi landed in War-
saw around 2 p.m. and was
welcomed by members of
the Indian community as
he arrived at the hotel.
There was a Garbha perfor-
mance by an Indo-Polish
group. One community
member, Sahiba Patni, an
entrepreneur based in
London, flew down just to
see Mr. Modi.

In his first engagement,
Mr. Modi laid a wreath at
the memorial to Jam Saheb

Digvijaysinhji Ranjitsinhji
Jadeja of Nawanagar, Guja-
rat who provided sanctu-
ary to over 1,000 Polish
students in the 1940s. In
his honour, a square in the
heart of Warsaw has been
named “Dobrego Maha-
radzy” or “Good Maharaja
Square”.

Mr. Modi later paid
homage at the monument
for the Battle of Monte Cas-
sino. The monument ho-
nours Indian and Polish

soldiers who fought in the
battle that took place in Ita-
ly between January and
May 1944 and was one of
the defining battles of the
Second World War.

Mr. Modi also laid a
wreath at the Kolhapur
memorial at the same loca-
tion and also interacted
with those who found shel-
ter in India in the 1940s
and their family members.

The Battle of Monte Cas-
sino was one of the major

battles fought and won by
the Polish forces (as part of
the larger Allied powers) in
Italy against the Axis forc-
es, said Krzysztof Iwanek,
an Indologist and Asia
Coordinator at the War-
saw-based Foundation In-
stitute for Eastern Studies.

“It is remembered as
one of the glorious mo-
ments in the history of Pol-
ish military. Altogether, I
think it is a good place for
India’s PM to pay his res-
pects,” he told The Hindu.

On the significance of
Mr. Modi’s visit to Poland,
Mr. Iwanek observed that
this visit, as he under-
stands, will have main two
angles. “New Delhi’s ba-
lancing act between the
West and Russia (as PM
Modi visited Russia recent-
ly and will visit Ukraine af-
ter Poland),” he said.

“As far as the second as-
pect is concerned, I would
hope that opportunities for
deepening trade and in-
vestments will be dis-
cussed, especially with Po-
land being a part of the EU,
and the EU being currently
in negotiations with India
regarding a possible invest-
ment deal and a separate
FTA deal,” he added.
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‘WHO investigating
suspected new polio
strain in Meghalaya’

Health Department officials in Meghalaya have been on high alert since

a poliomyelitis case was diagnosed in a two-year-old child from Tikrikilla

The Hindu Bureau
GUWAHATI

eghalaya Health
M Minister ~ Mazel
Ampareen Lyng-

doh on Wednesday said
the World Health Organiza-
tion (WHO) was conduct-
ing a thorough investiga-
tion to determine if a new
strain of polio has infected
a two-year-old child at Tik-
rikilla in West Garo Hills
district of the State.

Though the State go-
vernment is awaiting the
sample test reports from
laboratories in Kolkata and
Mumbai, the Union Health
Ministry said the child’s
case was not that of wild
polio but a vaccine-derived
infection that presents in
some people with low im-
munity. The test reports
are expected by the end of
the week.

“Another case has appa-
rently been identified in
some other State. It is a dif-
ferent strain of polio to my
understanding but WHO is
investigating the case
further for certainty,” Dr.
Lyngdoh said.

She said the State go-

The WHO declared India polio-free in 2014 after the last case of wild
poliovirus was reported in 2011. C. VENKATACHALAPATHY

vernment and the Health
Department had been
closely monitoring the sit-
uation at Tikrikilla, where
people have a history of
opposing vaccination.
“The child is under obser-
vation and we are in touch
with the family. The doc-
tors attending to the child
said the child is okay,” she
said, observing that the
case may impact vaccina-
tion efforts in the future.
The Minister did not rule
out the possibility of the
WHO issuing an advisory if
the new strain is con-
firmed. The WHO declared

India polio-free in 2014 af-
ter the last case of wild po-
liovirus was reported in
2011.

Health officials in Megh-
alaya have been on high al-
ert after the emergence of
the poliomyelitis case from
Tikrikilla.

While the oral polio vac-
cine has helped eliminate
wild polio, the live virus in
the vaccine can mutate
and lead to vaccine-de-
rived poliovirus, which can
cause polio in unvaccinat-
ed individuals or in areas
with low immunisation
coverage.
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Location In News : Banni Grasslands of Kachchh
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A 9 & Al F IR T:
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B I URA F e T1 9N T A (TOI) HT A1 § | Taarg b R 31ef-p g, foras sgd 7 drsHavra (45
feeh ATy § i aruwm) 3R et Tidal (12 f&ht e § 25 fooht SR €1t €, o w0 AR
% EGRM 300-400 ot anfifes af gt g
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®» 7 TR & SR SN AT 8, TS &3 B ST THG IdG & forg b S g
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Page : 09 Editorial Analysis
Imports weaken Indian pharma

nsuring the affordability

of pharmaceuticals is

essential for controlling

healthcare costs,
especially in India, where
out-of-pocket health expenditures
accounted for nearly 47.1% of the
total health expenditure in 2021.
While the Drugs Price Control
Order, 2013, aims to regulate the
prices of existing medicines, a
better option is to establish a
competitive environment for
critical medicines by promoting
local production. However, the
government has taken two
initiatives to meet domestic
requirements through imports,
which could have a chilling effect
on the domestic industry.

The first was a Department of
Expenditure (DoE) order
permitting the Ministry of Health to
procure 120 medicines through
global tenders to supply Union
government schemes. This list
includes several top-selling
anti-diabetes medicines and
anti-cancer drugs. Currently, the
companies selling these medicines
enjoy a market monopoly in India,
largely due to patent protection,
regulatory barriers, or both.
Moreover, for over 40 of these 120
medicines, the DoE order specifies
a specific brand to be procured,
implying that monopoly control of
foreign companies would be
enhanced.

Secondly, the 2024-25 Union
Budget proposed removing the
10-12% customs duty on three
cancer medicines marketed by
AstraZeneca, ostensibly to reduce
their prices. Given that some of
these medicines are priced
extremely high, the proposed
import duty reduction would
contribute little towards making
them affordable.

These measures could seriously
disincentivise domestic producers,
making the country dependent on
imports. More importantly, they
could reinforce two entry barriers
faced by the domestic industry,
namely, the product patent regime
and the regulatory guidelines for
marketing approval of
bio-therapeutics.

el i,
Biswajit Dhar
Distinguished
Professor, Council for

Social Development,
New Delhi

K.M. Gopakumar

legal advisor and
senior researcher,
Third World Network

Chetali Rao
Consultant, Third
World Network

Reliance on
imports could
have a chilling
effect on the
pharmaceutical
industry,
weakening its
ability to remain
relevant

New medicines are generally
under patent protection,
preventing Indian companies from
producing affordable
generics/biosimilars. Meanwhile,
regulatory guidelines, which
impose costly and time-consuming
requirements for obtaining
marketing approval of biosimilars,
can adversely affect domestic
producers. However, both these
entry barriers can be overcome
through proactive government
action. The Patents Act has several
public interest provisions which
can be invoked to promote local
production. Similarly, regulatory
guidelines for marketing approval
of bio-therapeutics can be suitably
amended to reduce the burden on
domestic companies.

Section 83 of the Patents Act
states that “patents are granted to
encourage inventions and to secure
that the inventions are worked in
India on a commercial scale and to
the fullest extent that is reasonably
practicable without undue delay”
and that “they are not granted
merely to enable patentees to enjoy
a monopoly for the importation of
the patented article”. It also states,
“Patents are granted to make the
benefit of the patented invention
available at reasonably affordable
prices to the public”. Substantive
provisions enforce these key
assertions, ensuring that while
patent holders are guaranteed their
rights under the Act, they cannot
act in a manner that is prejudicial
to the public interest.

If a patented medicine is “not
available to the public at a
reasonably affordable price,”
compulsory licences (CL) can be
granted to any company willing to
make the product in India. Issuing
CL is the most effective remedy to
ensure affordability of medicines
but it was issued only once. This
was when the originator company
was charging nearly three lakh for
a medicine. Using CL, an Indian
company produced for ¥8,000.
However, despite the high prices of
medicines, the Patent Office has
not issued CL for any other
medicine. The government
opposed granting CL even during

the COVID-19 pandemic. This is in
stark contrast to the stance of the
U.S. government, which granted
licences on multiple patents during
the pandemic.

India’s Patents Act also permits
the granting of government-use
licences. Section 100 states,
“patents granted do not in any way
prohibit Central government in
taking measures to protect public
health”. Provisions under this
section allow for the granting of
government-use licences to enable
domestic production of generic
versions of patented medicines.

Biosimilar guidelines

The guidelines for marketing
approval of biosimilars in India are
not only obsolete but also resource
and time-intensive. For instance,
the current guidelines require
mandatory animal studies, which
are no longer necessary even in
developed countries with stringent
regulatory standards, including the
U.S. and the EU. Further, the WHO
guidelines and the U.K. guidelines,
for biosimilar marketing approval,
treat clinical trial requirements as
an exception rather than a rule,
whereas the Indian guidelines still
insist on mandatory clinical trials.
These requirements create another
barrier for Indian producers. In a
recent press release, the
International Generic and
Biosimilar Medicines Association
stated that “savings in time and
resources from eliminating these
duplicative requirements could
have a meaningful impact on
patient access.”

The proposed duty waiver on
cancer medicines and global
tendering for critical medicines
undermine Parliament’s directives
to improve access and affordability
of medicines through domestic
production, using the provisions of
the Patents Act. Reliance on
imports could have a chilling effect
on the pharmaceutical industry,
weakening its ability to remain
relevant. The government needs to
review its recent decisions, but
more crucially, align its policies to
support the growth of the domestic
pharmaceutical industry.
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» YRA H WY Jd1 ANTd D RGBT B & o wroiegfese i qed AT S dgayul &,
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W e IS Jeg FEA0 SR, 2013, TdT &1 B B AR HAT §, Hedqu! adlsl & R
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W Tcilich, ST & HILHH J TR adl bl AT Dl T R Bl gl Bl FRDRI Ugd U &dl I DI
IHUH Ugdl gl 7
WHR! Ugd 3R TR ITYNT TR Ugd BT YUTa:

1. gareif & fore afye fAfaer
o T fIHTT (DoE) 7 WY HIATT B! Hg THR Bt Aol & forw Ay Rfaeret & areow 3
120 AT Glte I A '
o 39 ! # qaY el o arelt Aayde et ok FIR Aeft gart wiva §, 7 R ad = § ude
IRE 1 fafamAe 1e1sff & HRUTURA § $8 W HUA! &1 THIIGR 7|
o STH ¥ 40 ¥ el gdsfl & AN, Dok 7 T TN §ie &I Ay fovan g, o yRdlg Ik &
fae=h Sufal &) THIIeR fed g &I U B

2. HIR P garaii uR W4T Yeb g

0 2024-25 & HE Folc N TEOHGT gRT [IUUH BT oF arell 19 HER garsif R 10-12%
e geH DI UG fHaT T § difds S BIHd HH Bi ofl T |
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0 S a13ll B! Id AN DI ¢&d gU, 39 Yod J BT 3D U W HH I HH JHG TS Bt
UG |
3. TR SN IR YHTd

o ¥ I VG I P! galclied dR hd & AR HRA B! A W 31w R 791 Iohd &,
O &R gaT ST HHVIR 81 9ol g

o 3P ARG, TR SN BT &1 HedqU! STeTSHl BT YT HAT US 8T 5: G Uce IR 3R
IRNTIER fauuM SrATe & o fafames fe=mf e

TR fernfadr w82
1. SIS UdT HTRIT
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o 39 UGy BT IUANT I gar3ft & g fafafor & sgrar 27 & fore fear s goar 7, Afe
DT WA I g3 |

3. Iy araIAeR e




Q

s

GEO IAS

about quality=—-

I

Daily News Analysis
o TRNRIMAER 3G & forT YRa & fe=nfAdn & U] sremad iR e wieull &t sraadsd
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0 3 QIENTAER HTTIHATSN B HH B Y IR SAGH! IR THT 3R AN BT SIg BB HH @l

Tl 5, Foras A-Iol &1 Wil gaTefl b Ugd 96 gl o

BRI el BT Tad Je@or
» FWR B garell | vRarda J9T Yoob Fe R MaRad garsht & forg afyes Mfder yra & furd A o1 gea
w8, ot SEa carsii o) A iR wirig IdTe  GUR B 8
B 3 Al IR IATEA & foTE T8 Bl HH B Tl 8, T ST W Y FRar g1 I g
B R Td & DI URIFGAT 3R BN B §1E 3@ & N, WBR $I 37 il R AR a7 3R "
fafmfor &1 Tls wRA & forg sroeht Afifaal & TRRG HA @) sragwa g
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SidaTiers Wy ¥aT SR gaT fRRdT & T sa=a e 5

YR wraf &t fRufa

oA ufesy:

o YRd g1 & HH AT aTell IR & Jod 59 3Mgfdedis § ¥ T g 3R e TR W SRRk arsit
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o YRd df¥ye IR I BT 60% 3T 8, S 3/ g1 T Tay F87 IR IACH ST 5 |
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o TTH & IAA H 3 P Tobdl TR ITE (SISl & TIHT 1.72% BT IRTeH T g

B FOR $T MHR R FA: YR gfHar 1R & o9 Urelifiiet & fag i 12 viqedl § 9 Ue § SR TRw v=id § ofa
TR & fog Rt Ied 9871 7iaed & |
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o SI3THITE HHCH e URAISHI3T & o, Taatferd AN § 74% @ 3R I 31 WHRT 3igHIed &
Teqd ¥ FDI &1 3H B
0 3AM g f 2030 & ofd dF YR gdT SR &1 Ged 130 faferm smkias! Sier d@ Ugd Smem|

» i yRa A faczht fFaw & fou wrfefewa i o siese &=t & @ ue 81 wrfgfewa fafa g
R F 200 T 3w <= I Ugd T §, o Tgad Isa SfRae!, ufdeh @R, SuE iR efiecierr &
St fafrafid s i B

A ayf 2024 (3UF-SFas)) H YR &1 gaT 3R BHEgfedhe Fafd 22.51 fafer srdiet Sier @1, ot 39
3fafy P IR Td-2R-91d 8.12% B Iogd gig &5t bRl B

YR A garsil &1 fafraa= &4 foear wirar &2

B 3l ofv yareq |kt if¥rfaw, 1940:
o 3Ny 3R e Il iffTd, 1940 iR Ay 1945 F garsit 8k Aied yareHi & fafraw & fau
Sy 3R Iy e o1 fafie el didi 81
o T8 gdfe®, Rig, gAF garsit & fufur & forg areda okt e & fore e fe=nfcwr ueM #a g

B HEH i A fAd=rvr Wre+ (CDSCO):
o X # garsfl, died gared, M SR IUSHRON o1 JREM, THIGHIRGT 3R Toras JFAfEd &= & foe
AHS 3R U Fuia s gl
o T3 13t 3R A1 TR HIeh! & STeTR UIfIhRUT & fFRifid R g

» YRd & N gEiET:
0 DCGl HRd PR & rSIeaish & fAURT &1 Tid g Sl YRd H ad 3R Yad Iadre), 3isat ava yard,
AP 3R TR Sft garstt ot Ry At & asd & srgHe & forg SmieR 81
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B 3hicd URVE Th I TR AR-WBRI Fer § G RIUAT 1996 # 3ierdl Do gRI
3T e Il & Y-y TN THEr! 3R 3 3rdbfess Hamim & die wediT, 9y 3R dradid
I 9gIaT S & fo 1 7S oY
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Map: Arctic Centre, University of Lapland
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B URYG § 376 TR <=1 Fa Y § IR U AThicd YATaRUl B &1 B 9T WS AN B
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gfeee & wirdt HrfieR ]|

B 3hied URYe Jlaaread: Wt srbfed uikve Sfyarad siuaie &0 ¥ 2013 § SR, A1d § @1q
B T
o URwe & Wew, dedf uHders <=1 SR wwt urfier” ¥
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B 3fhicH URYG & IGH: 3dhicd URYG Jraared: RITT 3dhicd URuG Aarad Siudike w0 3
2013 ® IR, Aid & 3reL 81 |

o 3D TG 3Mchiedh URYE B! ATl B RIS &HdT, YRITT ¥, Faftld ¥aR SR
33 3R I JHYT UeH A & o ot 718 2|

o URYe ¥ gew, dedf widerd w1 3R "=t yifieR" §

o 3Mfess URYE & Jem: JfieTal TYuNTT | H1ST, STHS Iy, fhds, 3mgyds, Aid, =)
9, We MR Tgad I SHRH B 3Mhicd URve &1 Iawg aiftid foar T 8|

o STHS YIS 3R W Mgy P ufaffea Hrar gl

» Ry ufaHri:
0 3T3d SEHIEA TIIRITH (AIA),
0 3MHIEH AHYTTRGT HIIFAA (AAC)
o fafem HIEIRIA S =wHd (GC)
0 TI5C HMITR BT (ICC)
o = THIRNEH 3T Sfefory tfuea sifw g ARl (RAIPN)
o ITH HI3fa
» &b BT Tl Tg TR-3Mh e Tl & J1U-JIY HR-TRBR], fR-Tgd1y, Ay, 8T 3k IR-
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ufee R ARG Sob! # rgifed fbar ST & o 8 <) 4rel § U &R gidt &
o 3Thfed BRI & Taerd g U T ST THE! & TR IR GRS H SOt HRfieRt & dreaw
AT HRA B
o W& & Uiy uRvg § @i AdeH 3ifeR 78 8|
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= SO, 2013
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» RIQR, 2013
- fgeoRds, 2017.
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