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Page 06 : GS 2 – Social Justice – Health 
The Union Health Ministry has proposed enhanced security measures for hospitals, including employing 

ex-servicemen and integrating with local police, following a recent consultation. 

 This comes after the violent attack on a physician in Kolkata, aiming to improve safety for healthcare 

workers. 

 
Measures suggested by the central government: 

 Employ Ex-Servicemen: Use ex-servicemen and State security forces as security personnel in high-

risk hospital areas to enhance safety. 

 Action Plan: States and Union Territories must implement 11 safety measures and submit an action 

taken report by September 10, as directed by the Health Ministry. 

 Hospital Prioritization: Identify hospitals with high footfall as high-priority for security 

improvements. 

 Local Police Integration: Integrate with local police to share video footage of incidents promptly for 

swift responses and investigations. 
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 Background Checks: Conduct robust background checks for outsourced and contractual personnel 

in hospitals. 

 Bereavement Protocols: Train healthcare workers to handle emotional situations and establish 

bereavement protocols to manage tensions among grieving families. 

 Security Audits: Perform security audits with health and police authorities to assess and improve 

measures, focusing on high-risk areas like emergency rooms and ICUs. 

 CCTV Installation: Ensure proper installation and functioning of CCTV cameras in high-risk areas, 

monitored from a central control room. 

 Internal Security Committee: Establish an internal security committee in hospitals involving residents 

and students with clear incident response protocols.. 
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Page 10 : GS 2 : Governance 

ANIIDCO, a quasi-government agency in Port Blair, is responsible for a ₹72,000 crore infrastructure project 

in Great Nicobar. 

 Despite its mandate for balanced development, ANIIDCO faces challenges including inadequate 

expertise, environmental governance issues, and conflicts of interest. 

 
Information about ANIIDCO: 

 Established on June 28, 1988, under the Companies Act. 

 Based in Port Blair, Andaman and Nicobar Islands. 

 Engages in trading petroleum products, liquor, and milk. 

 Manages tourism resorts and infrastructure development for tourism and fisheries. 
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Mandate: 

 Develop and commercially exploit natural resources in the Andaman and Nicobar Islands. 

 Promote balanced and environment-friendly development. 

 Focus on tourism, fisheries, and infrastructure projects. 

 Support trading activities including petroleum products, liquor, and milk. 

Challenges faced: 

 Lacks an environmental policy and specialised human resources at the project’s initiation. 

 Faced delays in recruiting experts like urban planners and environmental specialists. 

 Conflicts of interest emerged with officials involved in both project approval and oversight. 

 Struggled with issues related to environmental governance and compliance. 

 Encountered criticism regarding its capacity to handle the ₹72,000 crore project effectively. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



                         
 
 
 

 
 

 

Daily News Analysis 
 

 

Page 11 : GS 4 : Ethics 

In a world grappling with multiple crises, from pandemics to climate change, Stoicism offers a timeless 

approach to resilience and rational living. 

 The philosophy’s focus on controlling emotions and accepting what cannot be changed remains 

highly relevant today. 
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Stoicism 

 Origins: Founded by Zeno of Citium around 300 BC, Stoicism is a Hellenistic philosophy emphasising 

rationality and self-control. 

 Core Principles: Focuses on living in harmony with nature and accepting things beyond one’s control, 

while managing emotions through reason. 

 Major Figures: Roman philosophers Marcus Aurelius, Epictetus, and Seneca are key contributors. 

 Key Texts: Notable works include Epictetus’ The Enchiridion, Seneca’s Letters to Lucilius, and Marcus 

Aurelius’ Meditations. 

Philosophy: 

 It emphasises rational control over one’s emotions and acceptance of fate. 

 It teaches that virtue, guided by reason, is the highest good and that individuals should focus on 

what they can control, accepting external events with equanimity. 

 Stoicism advocates for resilience, self-discipline, and inner peace amidst life’s challenges. 

Relevance in Today’s Life 

 Coping Mechanism: Offers strategies to manage stress and anxiety by focusing on what is within 

personal control and accepting what cannot be changed. 

 Emotional Resilience: Encourages maintaining equanimity in the face of adversity and setbacks, 

fostering mental strength. 

 Practical Guidance: Provides practical advice on dealing with modern challenges, such as uncertainty 

and ethical dilemmas, through reflection and rational thought. 

 Self-Improvement: Promotes personal growth and ethical living by aligning actions with core values 

and principles, enhancing overall well-being.. 
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Page 13 : GS 2 : International Relations 

India’s shift to corn-based ethanol, driven by a hike in procurement prices, has turned India from a top 

corn exporter to a net importer. 
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 This change impacts local poultry producers, elevates global corn prices, and prompts calls for 

policy adjustments to address rising feed costs and import duties. 

Ethanol Shift and Import Dynamics 

 India’s increased focus on corn-based ethanol has turned it from Asia’s top corn exporter into a net 

importer for the first time in decades. 

 The government raised the procurement price of corn-based ethanol in January to encourage a shift 

from sugarcane-based ethanol, aimed at reducing carbon emissions and ensuring a steady sugar 

supply. 

 India is set to become a permanent net importer of corn, supporting global prices that are currently 

near four-year lows. 

Impact on Local Industries 

 Local poultry producers are struggling due to rising feed costs, with corn prices exceeding global 

benchmarks. 

 They are advocating for the removal of import duties and lifting the ban on genetically modified 

(GM) corn, which limits their purchasing options. 

 India’s corn exports are expected to drop to 450,000 tons in 2024, while imports are projected to 

reach a record 1 million tons, primarily from Myanmar and Ukraine. 

Supply and Demand Imbalance 

 The ethanol distilleries’ demand for corn has surged, following a government decision to curb 

sugarcane use due to a drought, creating a 5 million-ton shortfall. 

 Ethanol distilleries are estimated to need 6 to 7 million tons of corn annually, a demand that will 

likely be met through imports. 

Economic Impact and Adjustments 

 The increase in corn prices has pushed poultry production costs higher, leading to financial strain for 

growers. 

 Efforts to mitigate costs include substituting corn with cheaper alternatives in feed. 

 Farmers are expanding corn cultivation due to higher prices, with a 7% increase in area under corn 

compared to last year. 

Trade and Price Adjustments 

 Indian demand has driven up corn prices in Myanmar, benefiting local farmers and exporters. 

 Starch producers are importing duty-free corn from Ukraine through India’s Advance License 

Scheme. 

 Overall, India’s corn imports surged significantly in early 2024, while exports plummeted, reflecting 

the shift in trade dynamics. 
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Tribe In News : Konyak Tribe 
The Konyak Union, the apex body of the Konyak community, has sought the Nagaland government’s 

intervention in rectifying the “erroneous” boundary line between the State’s Mon district and Assam’s 

Charaideo district on Google Maps. 

 
About Konyak Tribe: 

 The Konyaks can be found in the Mondistrict of Nagaland and also in the Tirap and Changlang 

districts of Arunachal Pradesh. 

 The term ‘Konyak’ is believed to have been derived from the words ‘Whao’ meaning ‘head’ and 

‘Nyak’ meaning ‘black’ translating to ‘men with black hair’. 

 They can be grouped into two groups, namely “Thendu”, which means the “Tattooed Face” and 

“Thentho”, meaning the “White face”. 
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 The Konyaks are of Mongoloid in origin and about 95% of the population follows the Christian faith 

now. 

 Language: The Konyak language belongs to the Northern Naga sub-branch of the Sal subfamily of 

Sino-Tibetan. 

 Festivals: Festivals occupy an important place in the lives of the Konyaks. The three most significant 

festivals were Aolingmonyu, Aonyimo and Laoun-ongmo. 

 They are skilled in the art of making firearms. They are also skilled in handicrafts like basket making, 

cane and bamboo works, brass works etc. 

 The Konyak society is a patriarchal society and the eldest son of the family usually inherits the 

paternal property. 
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Page : 08 Editorial Analysis  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GS Paper 02 : Social Justice – Health 

 

(UPSC CSE (M) GS-2 : 2015) Public health system has limitations in providing 

universal health coverage. Do you think that the private sector could help in 

bridging the gap? What other viable alternatives would you suggest? (150 w/10m)  

 

UPSC Mains Practice Question  Discuss the challenges faced by States in utilising 

budgetary allocations for health sector initiatives. Suggest measures to improve 

fund absorption and long-term sustainability. (250 w /15 m) 
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Context : 

 The article highlights the challenges faced by States in fully utilising Union Budget allocations for 

health sector initiatives, such as Pradhan Mantri Ayushman Bharat Health Infrastructure Mission 

(PM-ABHIM) and Human Resources for Health and Medical Education (HRHME). 

 It emphasises the need for efficient fund absorption, addressing human resource shortages, and 

ensuring States’ fiscal readiness to maintain infrastructure and manage long-term operational costs. 

Major Centrally Sponsored Schemes(CSS) initiatives 

 Currently, two major CSS initiatives are being pursued by the central government to strengthen 

physical health infrastructure in States: 

o The Pradhan Mantri Ayushman Bharat Health Infrastructure Mission (PM-ABHIM): 

▪ It is aimed at building health and wellness centres (AB-HWCs) 

▪ Developing block-level public health units (BPHUs) 

▪ Having integrated district public health laboratories (IDPHLs) and critical care hospital blocks 

(CCHBs) in each district 

▪ The goal is to improve India’s preparedness for future emergencies such as pandemics 

o Human Resources for Health and Medical Education (HRHME):. 

▪ It strives to scale up medical personnel by establishing new medical, nursing and paramedical 

colleges and also increasing seats in colleges 

▪ Another important aspect is to also strengthen and upgrade district hospitals and attach 

them to newly established medical colleges at the district level 

Concerns related to low fund utilisation 

 Analysis of Estimates of central expenditure on these initiatives in the last three Budgets: 

o PM-ABHIM: The ratio of ‘Actual’ expenditures to ‘Budget Estimate’ of the CSS component was 

only around 29% in 2022-23. In 2023-24, the ‘Revised Estimate’ was about 50% of the Budget 

Estimate, but is expected to be lower in the ‘Actuals’. 

o HRHME: The utilisation of funds was only around a quarter of the Budget estimates in both 

2022-23 and 2023-24 

Factors behind the low utilisation of funds under PM-ABHIM 

 Low utilisation of budget in the AB-HWC component: 60% of the resources were meant to come 

from 15th Finance Commission health grants. However, a study shows only 45% of these grants were 

utilized between 2021-22 and 2023-24, with State officials citing complex execution structures as a 

key obstacle. 

 Dodging duplication: In the IDPHLs component, States had to integrate public health labs across 

various programs to avoid duplication, necessitating significant reorganization, planning, and 

coordination at the State level. 
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 Procedural delays in all components: like BPHUs and CCHBs, involve construction, where fund 

absorption is often delayed by strict procedures. Overlapping funding from multiple sources for 

similar activities adds further complexity. 

Concerns related to faculty shortage 

 Challenges in filling vacancies: Under the HRHME, even if allocations for physical infrastructure were 

better utilized, filling the sanctioned teaching faculty positions could remain challenging. 

 Shortages of teachers in AIIMS: A study by the Centre for Social and Economic Progress (CSEP) 

reveals a 40% shortage of teaching faculty in 11 of the 18 newly created All India Institutes of 

Medical Sciences. 

 State’s medical college situation: The situation is more critical in State government medical colleges 

in Empowered Action Group States. For instance, in Uttar Pradesh, 30% of teaching faculty positions 

were vacant in 2022 at 17 new government medical colleges set up between 2019-21. 

 Need for specialist: This shortage of specialists could impact efforts to establish or upgrade medical 

colleges and district hospitals. 

 Severe gaps in Rural positions: The challenge also affects CCHBs under PM-ABHIM, where staffing 

norms require specialists. According to rural health statistics for 2021-22, over a third of specialist 

positions in urban CHCs and two-thirds in rural CHCs were vacant as of March 2022. 

Concerns regarding the fiscal space of the states 

 There is a need for a better managing of financial responsibilities and future planning to address the 

below concerns: 

o Recurring Costs for states: State governments will be responsible for the recurring costs of 

maintaining the physical infrastructure built under PM-ABHIM and HRHME, necessitating 

additional financial commitment. 

o Support from the Union Government: The Union government’s support for human resources 

under PMABHIM is limited to the duration of the scheme, which runs until 2025-26. 

o Ensuring a long-term planning: States must plan and support recurring expenses beyond this 

period to ensure the productivity of the capital expenditure. 

o Crating the fiscal space: States need to create the necessary fiscal space to support these 

initiatives, in addition to contributing to other Centrally Sponsored Schemes (CSS) and their own 

State health schemes. 

Conclusion 

 The effectiveness of capital expenditure allocations in the health sector depends on: 

 The fiscal capacity of States to manage additional recurring expenditures. 

 Addressing structural issues such as human resource shortages. 

 Improving public financial management for executing schemes and grants. 

 These factors are critical to ensuring the productivity of budgetary allocations and achieving better 

health outcomes. 
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About the two major Centrally Sponsored initiatives   

 Pradhan Mantri Ayushman Bharat Health Infrastructure Mission (PM-ABHIM): Focuses on improving 

health infrastructure through health and wellness centres (AB-HWCs), block-level public health units 

(BPHUs), district public health laboratories (IDPHLs), and critical care hospital blocks (CCHBs). 

 Human Resources for Health and Medical Education (HRHME): Aims to boost medical personnel by 

building new medical, nursing, and paramedical colleges, increasing seats, and upgrading district 

hospitals to medical colleges. 

How can states work on Fiscal space? (Way forward) 

 Enhanced Budget Planning and Allocation: States should prioritize and allocate funds efficiently for 

health infrastructure and recurring costs. 

 Strengthening Revenue Generation: States can explore increasing their own revenue sources 

through improved tax collection, introducing new revenue streams, or enhancing public-private 

partnerships.  

 Optimizing Expenditure Management: Implementing better financial management practices, such as 

cost control measures, transparent procurement processes, and efficient use of existing resources, 

can help in managing and maximizing the impact of budget allocations for health infrastructure and 

services. 

 


