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Page 03 : Prelims fact 
 Professor K. Chellappan, an acclaimed translator and 

scholar known for his Sahitya Akademi Award-winning 

Tamil translation of Gora and significant contributions to 

comparative literature, has passed away at 88. 

K. Chellappan, commonly known as K.C.: 

 Awards: Sahitya Akademi Award for Tamil translation of 

Rabindranath Tagore’s Gora (2020) 

 Academic Focus: Comparative studies; doctorate on 

“Shakespeare and Ilango as Tragedians” 

 Contributions: 

o Authored The World as a Stage: Shakespearean 

Transformations and other literary works. 

o Translated M. Karunanidhi’s works, including 

Kuraloviyam and Thenpandi Singam. 

o Supervised over 50 Ph.D. students. 

 Teaching and Philosophy: 

o Known for bridging English and Tamil literary worlds. 

o Advocated translation as an act of cognition and 

creation. 

o Believed in balancing fidelity to the original with 

creative liberties. 
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Page 06 : GS 2 : International Relations – Bilateral Relations 

India and the UAE have signed a landmark MoU for civil nuclear cooperation, marking their first such 

agreement. 

 This follows a trilateral initiative with France and builds on prior agreements on energy and food 

security. 

 The visit also included additional pacts on LNG supply and petroleum exploration. 

 
India-UAE Civil Nuclear Cooperation: 

 First-ever MoU for Nuclear Cooperation: 

o India and the United Arab Emirates (UAE) signed a memorandum of understanding (MoU) for 

civil nuclear cooperation. 
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o The agreement was made between Nuclear Power Corporation of India Ltd. (NPCIL) and the 

ENEC-led Barakah Nuclear Power Plant Operations and Maintenance. 

o This is the first such agreement between the two nations and aligns with their commitment to 

“peaceful use of nuclear energy” as agreed during Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s 2015 UAE 

visit. 

 Trilateral Cooperation Initiative: 

o The MoU is a result of ongoing discussions between India and the UAE. 

o On September 19, 2022, India, France, and the UAE established a trilateral cooperation format to 

enhance collaboration in energy sectors, including solar and nuclear energy. 

Additional Agreements: In addition to the nuclear deal, India and the UAE signed several other 

agreements: 

 Long-term LNG Supply: An MoU between Abu Dhabi National Oil Company (ADNOC) and Indian 

Oil Corporation Ltd. 

 Production Concession Agreement: An agreement between ADNOC and India Strategic Petroleum 

Reserve Ltd. for Abu Dhabi Onshore Block 1. 

 Food Parks Development: An MoU between the Government of Gujarat and Abu Dhabi 

Developmental Holding Company PJSC (ADQ). 

Broader Diplomatic Context: 

 The visit of the Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi also saw the signing of agreements coinciding with the 

first India-Gulf Cooperation Council meeting in Saudi Arabia. 

 India and the UAE are members of the I2U2 grouping, which includes Israel and the United States.. 

 

UPSC Mains PYQ : 2018  

Ques : In what ways would the ongoing US-Iran Nuclear Pact Controversy affect the national 

interest of India? How should India respond to this situation? 
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Page 06 : Prelims Fact 

India’s Navy launched two new anti-submarine warfare vessels, INS Malpe and INS Mulki, at Cochin 

Shipyard. 

 These vessels, part of an eight-ship series, enhance the Navy’s capabilities in coastal anti-submarine 

operations and maritime security, reflecting India’s commitment to self-reliance. 

Analysis of the news: 

 Vessels Launched: Two anti-submarine 

warfare shallow watercraft vessels, INS 

Malpe and INS Mulki, were launched at 

Cochin Shipyard. 

 Specifications: 

o Length: 78 metres 

o Width: 11.36 metres 

o Draught: 2.7 metres 

o Maximum Speed: 25 knots 

o Endurance: 1,800 nautical miles 

o Displacement: 900 tonnes 

 Design and Features: 

o Designed to accommodate 

indigenously developed sonar for 

underwater surveillance. 

o Equipped with light-weight torpedoes, 

anti-submarine warfare (ASW) rockets, 

and mines. 

o Includes close-in weapon systems and 

stabilised remote-control guns. 

Installed propulsion power: 12 MW 

 Purpose and Role: 

o To replace the Abhay-class ASW corvettes. 

o Intended for anti-submarine operations in coastal waters, low-intensity maritime operations, 

mine-laying, and search and rescue. 

 

 



                         
 
 
 

 
 

 

Daily News Analysis 
 

 

UPSC Prelims PYQ : 2016 

Ques : Which one of the following is the best description of 'INS Astradharini', that was in the 

news recently? 

a) Amphibious warfare ship 

b) Nuclear-powered submarine 

c) Torpedo launch and recovery vessel 

d) Nuclear-powered aircraft carrier 

Ans : c) 
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Page 10 : GS 2 : Governance 

The India Status Report on Road Safety 2024 highlights India’s slow progress in reducing road fatalities and 

stresses the need for tailored approaches to improve road safety. 

What does the ‘India Status Report on Road Safety 2024’ state? 

 The report highlights India’s limited success in reducing road accident fatalities, despite the 

country’s efforts in other sectors. The report stresses that most Indian States are not on track to 

meet the UN Decade of Action for Road Safety goal to halve traffic deaths by 2030. 

 
 It emphasizes the connection between road construction, mobility, and safety, Road traffic injuries 

remain a significant public health challenge. In 2021, these injuries were the 13th leading cause of 

death and the 12th leading cause of health loss (measured in Disability-Adjusted Life Years or 

DALYs). 
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 The report reveals significant disparities in road traffic death rates across Indian States, with 

vulnerable groups such as motorcyclists and truck-involved crashes being particularly high. 

 Note: The report used FIR data from six States and audits of State compliance with Supreme Court 

directives on road safety. 

What is a crash surveillance system? 

 A crash surveillance system is a national-level database that records detailed data on road accidents, 

including specific variables like the mode of transport of victims. 

 India lacks such a system, with current data being aggregated from police station records, limiting 

the depth of analysis and effectiveness of interventions. 

 Implementing this system would enhance road safety management and allow for better evaluation 

of policy interventions. 

Way forward:  

 Establish a National Crash Surveillance System: Implement a comprehensive database for road 

accidents to enable detailed analysis and improve targeted interventions for road safety. This would 

enhance data accuracy and guide more effective policies. 

 Prioritize State-Specific Road Safety Strategies: Tailor interventions to the unique challenges of 

each State, focusing on vulnerable road users like motorcyclists and improving safety infrastructure, 

such as helmet usage, traffic calming, and trauma care facilities. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



                         
 
 
 

 
 

 

Daily News Analysis 
 

 

Term In News : Nilgiri Mountain Railway 

The Coonoor railway station which is part of the Nilgiri Mountain Railway (NMR) line is 

being completely transformed as part of the Amrit Bharat Station Scheme and is criticized 

by heritage train and history enthusiasts. 

 
About Nilgiri Mountain Railway: 

 Location: The Railway line from Mettupalaiyam to Ooty is 45.88 km. long and lies 

partly in the Coimbatore District and partly in Nilgiri District of Tamilnadu, on the 

eastern slopes of the Western Ghats. 

o It is fondly called the Ooty toy train of the Nilgiris Railway Company, first chugged 

up the hills on June 15, 1899. 

 History: 

o It was in 1854, that the first plans were made to build a mountain Railway from 

Mettupalaiyam to the Nilgiri Hills. 

o But it took the decision-makers 45 years to cut through the bureaucratic red tape 

and complete the construction and installation of the line. 

o The line was completed and opened for traffic in June 1899. 
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o It was operated first by the Madras Railway under an agreement with the 

Government. 

o In 2005, the Nilgiri Mountain Railway was recognized as a UNESCO World Heritage 

Site, joining the ranks of India’s other famous mountain railways, such as the 

Darjeeling Himalayan Railway and the Kalka-Shimla Railway. 

o This designation underscores the railway’s cultural and historical importance, as 

well as its role in showcasing India’s rich heritage. 
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Page : 08 Editorial Analysis  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GS Paper 02 : Social Justice – Health 

 

UPSC Mains Practice Question Discuss the challenges in implementing drug recall 

guidelines and preventing the use of similar brand names in India’s pharmaceutical 

industry. How do these challenges impact public health, and what steps can be taken 

to ensure effective regulatory reforms? (250 w /15 m) 
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Context : 

 The article discusses India’s ineffective regulatory framework for pharmaceuticals, focusing on drug 

recall guidelines, good distribution practices, and confusing brand names. 

 Despite repeated calls for reform by authorities and courts, non-binding guidelines and bureaucratic 

delays persist, posing significant risks to public health and highlighting the need for stronger 

enforcement. 

Introduction 

 The Drugs Controller General of India (DCGI), under the Ministry of Health, introduced three policy 

initiatives: recall guidelines, good distribution practices, and regulating the use of similar brand 

names. 

 These initiatives aim to improve public health by ensuring drug quality, storage standards, and 

preventing prescription errors. 

Issues with Implementation 

 Despite the initiatives’ importance, they either lack legal backing or are poorly conceived. 

 This follows a pattern of non-binding guidelines being presented as reform, without effective 

enforcement. 

Insights from the 59th Report of the PSC 

 The 59th report of the Department Related Parliamentary Standing Committee on Health & Family 

Welfare (PSC) in 2012 raised concerns about drug regulation. 

 The PSC identified critical issues, including: 

o Absence of recall guidelines 

o Lack of standards for drug storage 

o Confusing brand names for drugs. 

 These issues had been flagged years earlier, including in court cases, but no substantial reform 

followed. 

Recurring Problems and Non-Binding Guidelines 

 The lack of enforceable recall guidelines has been an ongoing issue since 1976. 

 Recall guidelines were proposed multiple times (2012, 2017, 2023), but the DCGI lacks the power to 

make binding rules. 

 As a result, drugs deemed “not of standard quality” continue to be sold without legal repercussions. 

Good Distribution Practices and Storage Standards 

 Good distribution practices (GDP) guidelines, based on WHO standards, were discussed but never 

made legally binding due to anticipated opposition from pharmacy trade associations. 

 Despite India’s hot climate, which affects drug stability, the government hesitated to enforce these 

standards due to logistical challenges. 
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 Even after serious violations in drug storage were exposed in 2019, the government continued to 

delay making GDP guidelines mandatory. 

Similar Brand Names and Prescription Errors 

 Confusing brand names for drugs, flagged by the Supreme Court in 2001, remain a problem despite 

calls for reform. 

 The Ministry’s rule requiring pharmaceutical companies to self-declare the uniqueness of their brand 

names is ineffective. 

 Regulators in other countries scrutinise brand names from a public health perspective, but India’s 

approach relies on voluntary trademark registration, which lacks proper oversight. 

Leadership Failures in the Ministry of Health 

 The failure to enforce these measures reflects a leadership gap within the Ministry of Health. 

 Drug regulation is handled by joint secretaries with limited expertise, leading to repeated 

consultations with industry stakeholders, who often stall reforms. 

 The recurring delays suggest a lack of commitment to public health priorities. 

Conclusion: Breaking the Loop 

 The cycle of non-binding guidelines and ineffective reforms is unlikely to break without intervention 

from the Prime Minister’s Office. 

 Persistent leadership challenges, lack of domain expertise, and resistance from the pharmaceutical 

industry have stalled meaningful regulatory change for decades. 

 

 


