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Page 04 : Prelims fact 
India’s External Affairs Minister outlined a four-point principle for resolving the Russia-Ukraine conflict, 

emphasising peace, negotiation, and Russia’s involvement. 

 
India’s Four-Point Principle on Russia-Ukraine Conflict: 

o India believes in pursuing peace, not war. 
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o War cannot resolve the conflict; negotiations are essential. 

o Russia must be included in any successful peace process. 

o India remains concerned and engaged in seeking a resolution. 

 

 
India’s Role Amid The Conflict: 

o India has not committed to hosting or proposing a peace conference on the Russia-Ukraine 

conflict. 

o External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar highlighted India’s ongoing engagement, noting National 

Security Adviser Ajit Doval’s visit to Russia. 

o India’s previous position was that the conflict was a European issue rather than one directly 

affecting India. 
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Page 06 : GS 2 : International Relations – Bilateral Relations 

Prime Minister Modi chaired the first meeting of the Anusandhan National Research Foundation’s 

Governing Board, emphasising innovation in India’s research ecosystem. 

 The ANRF aims to boost R&D funding and foster collaboration between universities and industries 

for national growth. 

 
Prime Minister Modi’s Vision for ANRF and Research Ecosystem: 
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 Prime Minister Narendra Modi chaired the first Governing Board meeting of the Anusandhan 

National Research Foundation (ANRF). 

 He emphasised the need to overcome obstacles in India’s research ecosystem and urged a focus on 

ambitious, innovative research. 

 Modi highlighted that solutions to global problems should be localised to suit Indian needs. 

 A ‘hub and spoke model’ program will pair nascent research universities with established institutions 

for mentorship. 

 The Governing Board discussed strategic interventions, including India’s global positioning, R&D 

alignment with national priorities, and promoting industry-aligned translational research. 

Anusandhan National Research Foundation (ANRF) 

 The ANRF aims to bridge academic research and industrial applications while fostering inclusive 

growth and innovation ecosystems. 

 Conceived as a funding body, ANRF will boost science and engineering research and encourage 

private industry participation. 

 It aims to establish a ₹50,000 crore corpus, with ₹36,000 crore from non-government sources. 

 The ANRF has been allocated ₹2,000 crore for the current financial year. 

 The Governing Body of ANRF is a 15-member panel, chaired by Prime Minister Narendra Modi. 

 It is responsible for overseeing strategic interventions, fostering research collaboration, and aligning 

R&D efforts with national priorities in India. 

 

UPSC Mains PYQ : 2014 

Ques : Scientific research in Indian universities is declining, because a career in science is not as 

attractive as our business operations, engineering or administration, and the universities are 

becoming consumer oriented. Critically comment. 
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Page 10 : GS 2 : Governance 

ANI has sued the Wikimedia Foundation for defamation over Wikipedia’s description of the agency as a 

propagator of government propaganda. 

 The Delhi High Court has demanded the identification of editors behind these claims and 

threatened to block Wikipedia if the Foundation does not comply. 

 The case highlights issues of online content and censorship. 
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Reasons for the Suit Filed by ANI: 

 ANI sued the Wikimedia Foundation, alleging defamation due to a description on Wikipedia 

portraying it as a “propagator of government propaganda.” 

 ANI claimed that the page falsely depicted the agency as involved in distributing materials from fake 

news websites and misreporting events. 

 The agency sought ₹2 crore in damages for the perceived harm to its reputation. 

Concerns Raised by ANI: 

 ANI highlighted concerns over Wikipedia’s portrayal of its work, accusing the platform of facilitating 

unverified claims and unreliable sources. 

 The defamation claim primarily focuses on ANI being labelled as a tool for government propaganda, 

which it disputes. 

Delhi High Court’s Involvement: 

 The Delhi High Court, led by Justice Navin Chawla, ordered the Wikimedia Foundation to serve three 

Wikipedia users with summons, demanding their identification. 

 The judge threatened to direct the Indian government to block access to Wikipedia if the 

Foundation didn’t comply with these demands. 

Potential Implications: 

 This case raises concerns about freedom of speech and the potential for government intervention in 

online content. 

 If Wikipedia is blocked, it could set a precedent for censorship in India, possibly leading to more 

lawsuits from individuals and organisations displeased with their portrayals. 

 The case also highlights the tension between maintaining neutrality on Wikipedia and addressing 

allegations of bias and defamation. 

Global Context: 

 Similar cases of censorship and lawsuits against Wikipedia have emerged in countries like Russia 

and China, where the site has been restricted or censored. 

UPSC Mains PYQ : 2014 

Ques : What do you understand about the concept “freedom of speech and expression”? Does it 

cover hate speech also? Why do the films in India stand on a slightly different plane from other 

forms of expression? Discuss.  
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Page 11 : Prelims Fact 

Ovarian cancer, often called a “silent killer,” has vague symptoms like bloating and pain. 

 
 It lacks effective screening tests, with the CA125 blood test not recommended for routine use. 
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 Genetic factors and lifestyle choices influence risk, with no standard early detection methods 

available. 

Ovarian Cancer: 

c 

Causes: 

 Genetics: Changes in certain genes can greatly increase the risk of ovarian cancer. 

 Endometriosis: A condition where tissue similar to the uterus grows outside it can slightly increase 

the risk of some ovarian cancers. 

 Lifestyle Factors: Using talcum powder or certain hair products might be linked to ovarian cancer. 

Hormone replacement therapy (HRT) might also raise the risk. 

Symptoms: 

 Common Signs: Feeling bloated, pain in the lower abdomen or pelvis, losing appetite, feeling full 

quickly, needing to urinate often, and having back pain. Other signs include tiredness, weight loss, 

and bleeding after menopause. 

 Symptom Frequency: Women with ovarian cancer might have these symptoms 20-30 times a 

month, and they are usually more intense than common ailments. 

Screening Methods: 

 No Regular Tests: There are no standard tests for early detection like those for other cancers. 
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 CA125 Test: This test can help monitor the disease after it’s diagnosed but isn’t reliable for 

screening healthy women because it might give false positives. 
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Term In News : Nilgiri Mountain Railway 
NASA recently captivated space enthusiasts with a breathtaking image of the Red Spider Nebula. 

 
About Nebula: 

 A nebula is a giant cloud of dust and gas in space. 

 Some nebulae (more than one nebula) come from the gas and dust thrown out by the explosion of 

a dying star, such as a Supernova. 

 Other nebulae are regions where new stars are beginning to form. For this reason, some nebulae are 

called "star nurseries." 

How do stars form in a nebula? 

 Nebulae are made of dust and gases—mostly hydrogen and helium. 

 The dust and gases in a nebula are very spread out, but gravity can slowly begin to pull together 

clumps of dust and gas. 

 As these clumps get bigger and bigger, their gravity gets stronger and stronger. 

 Eventually, the clump of dust and gas gets so big that it collapses from its own gravity.  

 The collapse causes the material at the center of the cloud to heat up-and this hot core is the 

beginning of a star. 

 Nebulae exist in the space between the stars—also known as interstellar space. 

 The closest known nebula to Earth is called the Helix Nebula. It is approximately 700 light-years 

away from Earth. 
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 Nebulas come in many shapes and sizes and can be further divided into several subcategories, 

including planetary nebulas, supernova remnants, dark nebulas, and emission nebulas.  

Red Spider Nebula: 

 It is a planetary nebula located 3,000 light-years from Earth and can be found in the constellation of 

Sagittarius.  

 It harbours one of the hottest stars known, which heats the gas around it to form shockwaves 62 

billion miles (100 billion km) high. 
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Page : 08 Editorial Analysis  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GS Paper 02 : International Relations –  Bilateral Relations 

PYQ: (UPSC CSE (M) GS-2 2022): How will I2U2 (India, Israel, UAE and USA) grouping 

transform India’s position in global politics ?  

 

UPSC Mains Practice Question Discuss the evolving India-UAE relationship, 

highlighting its historical roots, economic partnerships, and strategic significance in 

the contemporary geopolitical landscape. (250 w /15 m) 
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Context : 

 The recent visit of the UAE Crown Prince to India highlighted the enduring ties between the two 

nations, symbolised by the planting of trees at Rajghat. 

 Despite differences in size and economy, both countries share a strong bond of mutual respect, 

trust, and collaboration across various sectors. 

Growing Ties Between India-UAE 

 During a recent visit to Delhi, a symbolic gesture of planting a tree at Rajghat reflected the deep ties 

between two countries. 

 This tradition has been carried out by three generations of the UAE’s leadership over three decades, 

marking a connection rooted in history but reaching towards the future. 

 Despite differences in size, population, and economic focus, the countries’ relationship is based on 

shared values, mutual respect, and complementary strengths. 

Roots of Affinity, Trust, and Respect 

 The UAE-India relationship is based on long-standing trust, respect, and human connections. 

 Ancient trade links between the Arabian Gulf and India date back thousands of years, with 

archaeological evidence showing ties to the Indus Valley civilization. 

 Over time, many Emiratis travelled to India for medical treatment, and even today, Indian 

homoeopathic medicine is valued. 

 This deep-rooted relationship has been nurtured by generations, and like a tree, it draws strength 

from these shared human connections. 

Contribution of the Indian Expatriate Community 

 With over 3.5 million Indians living in the UAE, they form the largest expatriate community in the 

country. 

 The UAE’s success is built on principles of tolerance, inclusion, and empowerment of minorities, with 

Indian expatriates playing a vital role in its economy. 

 The high degree of connectivity between the two countries is reflected in the more than 1,500 

weekly flights between them. 

Strong Bilateral Economic Ties 

 The economicpartnership between the UAE and India has led to significant achievements. 

 In February 2022, India became the first country with which the UAE signed a Comprehensive 

Economic Partnership Agreement (CEPA). 

 Unlike most trade negotiations, which often take years, this agreement was reached within six 

months, reflecting the high level of trust between the two nations. 

 The CEPA has already led to a 15% increase in bilateral trade within the first year, with future plans 

for further investments. 
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Expanding Educational and Technological Cooperation 

 The recent opening of an overseas branch of a prestigious Indian university in Abu Dhabi highlights 

the educational ties between the UAE and India. 

 Cooperation between the two countries also extends to areas such as health innovation and 

renewable energy, which are vital for their future development. 

 The partnership will soon expand into civil nuclear technology, with India’s expertise in nuclear 

desalination offering promising solutions for the UAE’s water needs. 

Symbolism of the Tree Planting 

 The Crown Prince planted an amaltas tree, known for its fast growth and embodiment of 

opportunity and renewal. 

 His father had planted the slower-growing moulsari tree, symbolising stability and patient trust. 

 Together, these trees represent the balance of innovation and stability in the UAE-India partnership, 

with a shared commitment to growth, renewal, and flourishing together. 

Conclusion: Confidence in Mutual Growth 

 The UAE and India’s comprehensive strategic partnership is built on strong historical connections, 

mutual respect, and shared values. 

 Both nations are committed to continuing their growth and innovation, with confidence in the 

stability and opportunities that their partnership offers for the future. 

 

 


