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Page 02 : Prelims Fact 

The Madras High Court dismissed a petition seeking to declare Vaikasi Anusham as the official birthday of Tamil 
poet Tiruvalluvar, instead of the current celebration on the second day of Thai. 

 The court upheld the Tamil Nadu government’s decision, stating that ‘Tiruvalluvar day’ is meant to honour 
his literary works, not a specific birth date. 

 
More About Tiruvalluvar: 

 Tiruvalluvar is a renowned Tamil poet and philosopher, best known for his work, the Tirukkural, a classic 
collection of 1,330 couplets. 

 The Tirukkural addresses universal themes such as ethics, politics, economics, and love, and is considered 
one of the greatest works of Tamil literature. 
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 Though his exact birth date and place are uncertain, he is believed to have lived between the 4th and 5th 
century CE. 

 Tiruvalluvar is revered as a moral guide and social reformer in Tamil Nadu, with his work promoting non-
violence, justice, and the welfare of all. 

 His teachings transcend religious boundaries, appealing to people from all walks of life and faiths. 
 The Tirukkural has been translated into numerous languages, symbolising its global appeal. 
 A 133-foot statue of Tiruvalluvar stands in Kanyakumari, symbolising the significance of his work. 
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Page 03 : Prelims Fact 

The news highlights India’s space collaboration with France, focusing on the Gaganyaan mission. 

  France is assisting with astronaut training, space medicine, and knowledge exchange, while both nations 

plan future cooperation in space exploration and satellite launches, including the TRISHNA mission. 

 
Analysis of the news: 

 France is actively supporting India’s Gaganyaan mission, leveraging its extensive experience in human 

spaceflight. 

o Focus on space medicine: French space experts are sharing knowledge on space physiology and 

medicine, helping India understand the physical effects of space travel on astronauts. 

o Astronaut training: French expertise is aiding in training Indian astronauts, ensuring they are prepared 

for the physical and psychological challenges of space missions. 

o State-of-the-art technologies: France is providing access to cutting-edge technologies and latest 

advancements in human spaceflight. 

o Knowledge exchange programs: Both countries are engaged in continuous collaboration, focusing on 

key areas like space exploration and human space physiology, thus enhancing India’s capabilities in 

manned space missions. 

TRISHNA Mission 

 TRISHNA (Thermal Infra-Red Imaging Satellite for High-resolution Natural Resource Assessment) is a joint 

mission between India and France. 

 The satellite will be launched in 2026. 

 It uses thermal infrared imaging to provide high-resolution data for monitoring natural resources. 

 Applications include climate change assessment, agricultural management, drought forecasting, and urban 

heat island monitoring. 
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 The mission will enhance Earth observation capabilities by analysing temperature variations on land and 

water. 

 The data collected will support sustainable resource management and help address global environmental 

challenges, including climate change. 
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Page 06 : GS 3: Agriculture 

The Union Cabinet approved the continuation of PM-AASHA schemes to ensure fair prices for farmers and control 
essential commodity price volatility. 

 Additionally, the Cabinet set Nutrient Based Subsidy rates for 
fertilisers, ensuring affordability for farmers during the upcoming 
rabi season. 

Potential Benefits for Farmers under PM-AASHA 
 Ensures MSP: Prevents distress sales by guaranteeing minimum 

support prices for pulses, oilseeds, and copra. 
 Expanded Procurement: Increased coverage for procurement 

from 25% to 40% of state production for oilseeds under the Price 
Deficit Payment Scheme (PDPS). 

 More Direct Payments: Farmers receive differential payments 
directly into their accounts under the Market Intervention 
Scheme (MIS). 

 Motivation for Cultivation: Promotes the cultivation of pulses 
and oilseeds, contributing to self-sufficiency and reducing import 
dependency. 

 Buffer Stock Benefits: Stabilises prices, especially for perishable 
commodities like onion and tomatoes, ensuring fair prices. 

 E-platform Integration: Farmers registered on the eSamridhi and 
eSamyukti portals benefit from MSP even if market prices drop. 

 Support for Perishables: Transportation and storage costs for 
Tomato, Onion, Potato (TOP) crops covered, ensuring better 
returns. 

Pradhan Mantri Annadata Aay SanraksHan Abhiyan (PM-AASHA): 
 Objective: PM-AASHA aims to ensure remunerative prices for 

farmers and mitigate price volatility of essential commodities. 
 Components: 

o Price Support Scheme (PSS): Provides MSP for certain 
crops. 

o Price Deficiency Payment Scheme (PDPS): Compensates 
farmers when market prices fall below MSP. 

o Market Intervention Scheme (MIS): Addresses short-term 
price issues due to surplus production 

o Price Stabilisation Fund (PSF):Maintains strategic buffer 
stocks of pulses and onions to stabilise prices and control hoarding. 

 Financial Allocation: ₹35,000 crore allocated during the 15th Finance Commission cycle (up to 2025-26). 
 Farmer Protection: Ensures MSP for produce, protecting farmers from fluctuating market prices. 
 Consumer Protection: Helps maintain stable supply and affordable prices for agricultural commodities. 
 Overall Impact: Supports both producers and consumers by managing price volatility and ensuring price 

stability. 
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Page 07 : GS 3 : Science and Technology 
Ultrafast lasers have achieved spin currents in just 2 femtoseconds, advancing spintronics technology. 

 This breakthrough promises faster, more efficient hard drives by enabling quicker data storage and 

retrieval, potentially revolutionising future 

data storage technologies. 

How Ultrafast Lasers Could Revolutionise 

Future Hard Drives 

 Spintronics Basics: Hard drives use 

electrons’ spin states (up or down) to store 

data. Faster data storage and retrieval 

depend on manipulating these spin states 

quickly. 

 Need for Speed: Current technology is 

limited by how fast we can change these 

spin states. Faster spin currents can lead to 

quicker data processing. 

 Role of Ultrafast Lasers: Scientists use 

ultrafast lasers to create spin currents—

rapidly changing the spin states of 

electrons. 

 New Achievement: Researchers recently 

achieved spin currents in just 2 

femtoseconds (fs), far faster than previous 

methods. 

 Implications for Hard Drives: This speed 

allows for more efficient and faster data 

storage and retrieval. Future hard drives 

could operate at petahertz rates, vastly 

improving performance. 

 Future Testing: Next steps include testing 

these methods in real hard drives and 

pushing for even faster spin currents. 
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Festival In News : Karam Festival 

Recently, tribal populations in many states of India celebrated the harvest festival of Karma or Karam Parv. 

About Karam Festival: 

 Karma Puja, one of the most popular festivals, is related to the harvest and a tribute to the Karam 

tree. This tree symbolises fertility, prosperity and everything that is auspicious. 

 Origin: The origin of the festival can be traced to the beginning of agriculture by tribal 

communities. 

How is it celebrated? 

 About a week before the festival commences, young women bring clear sand from the river, in 

which they sow seven types of grains.  

 On the day of the festival, a branch of the Karam tree is planted in the courtyard or ‘akhra’. 

 Devotees come with jawa (hibiscus) flowers, and the pahan (priest) worships the Karam Raja. 

Dancing and singing of traditional Karam songs follow.  

 The festival concludes with the immersion of the Karam branch in a river or pond, and the jawa is 

distributed among the devotees.  

 Towards the end of the Karam festival, branches from sal or bhelua trees are often planted in the 

fields with the hope that the Karam Raja/ Devta will protect their crops. 

 It is traditionally celebrated on the Ekadashi tithi (eleventh day) of the lunar fortnight in the month 

of Bhado/ Bhadra, which corresponds to August-September in the Gregorian calendar.  

 The festival is popular especially among the Munda, Ho, Oraon, Baiga, Kharia, and Santhal peoples.  

 It is mainly celebrated in Jharkhand, West Bengal, Bihar, Madhya Pradesh, Chhattisgarh, Assam, and 

Odisha. 
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Context : 

 India’s education policies, like NEP 2020, have downplayed the importance of English, despite its 

role in helping people access better jobs and opportunities. 

 This neglect has increased educational inequalities, especially for poor children, while wealthier 

families continue to benefit from better access to English education. 

English as a Socioeconomic Ladder 

 Indian parents aspire for their children to speak English, recognizing its role in securing better 

socioeconomic opportunities. 

 National education policies, such as the National Education Policy (NEP) 2020, have neglected 

English instruction for decades, influenced by political ideologies. 

 This neglect has led to educational inequalities, disproportionately affecting marginalised children in 

government schools, while children from affluent families have easier access to English education. 

 According to the 2011 Census, 90% of India’s population does not speak English, showcasing the 

stark linguistic divide. 

NEP 2020 and the Role of English 

 The NEP 2020 continues to devalue English, labelling it as foreign and ignoring its crucial role in the 

global economy. 

 The policy fails to address the lack of access to English for economically disadvantaged groups, 

exacerbating the educational gap. 

 The three-language formula in NEP 2020 promotes linguistic diversity on the surface but hides an 

agenda to reduce English’s significance, aiming to boost Hindi as a national language. 

Constitutional Safeguards and Language Policy 

 The Constitution enshrines both English and Hindi as official languages while protecting regional 

languages, ensuring balance and neutrality. 

GS Paper 02 : Social Justice – Education 

 

UPSC Mains Practice Question Discuss how the National Education Policy (NEP) 2020 

affects the spread of English education in India. Analyse its implications on 

educational inequality and suggest ways to ensure equal access to English for all 

socio-economic groups. (250 w /15 m) 
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 English serves as a tool for education, trade, law, and communication, while regional languages 

preserve India’s cultural heritage. 

 The NEP 2020 risks unsettling this balance by downplaying English, potentially clashing with 

constitutional safeguards that prevent language imposition. 

The Demand for English Post-Liberalization 

 Since economic liberalisation in 1991, the demand for English has surged as it has become essential 

for economic growth and global participation. 

 Successive governments have ignored this shift, sticking to regional and nationalistic language 

policies that fail to align with global economic trends. 

 The NEP 2020 further marginalises English, increasing the emphasis on regional languages, which 

could fuel regional identity politics. 

Historical Bias Against English 

 The anti-English stance is rooted in India’s post-independence period when there was a push to 

establish Hindi as the national language. 

 This bias can be traced back to the freedom struggle, where Hindi-speaking leaders envisioned a 

monolingual India. 

 Despite efforts, the multilingual reality of India and constitutional provisions led to the retention of 

English as an official language. 

The Flaws of the Three-Language Formula 

 The National Policy on Education 1968 introduced a three-language formula to spread Hindi in non-

Hindi-speaking regions, but it faced strong opposition from states like Tamil Nadu. 

 The NEP 2020 continues this agenda, limiting real linguistic choice by emphasising Hindi and 

undermining multilingualism. 

 The policy’s focus on Hindi and Sanskrit, driven by cultural and political motives, sidelines English, 

which remains critical in the professional and legal spheres. 

A Pragmatic Approach to Language Policy 

 Countries like China have embraced English education to align with global economic needs, 

contrasting India’s approach. 

 India needs a pragmatic language policy that balances cultural diversity with the practical needs of 

its citizens. 

 A two-language formula – combining a regional language and English – would better serve India’s 

needs, allowing citizens to be both global and culturally rooted. 

Conclusion 

 The government must promote English as a vital tool for national and international communication, 

not as a competitor to Indian languages. 
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 This approach would ensure greater participation in socioeconomic activities and align with 

democratic principles of equality and individual rights. 

 


