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Not neutral, India on the side
of peace, says Modi in Ukraine

PM Modi assures President Zelenskyy of India's commitment towards territorial integrity of countries; two leaders ink pacts

on humanitarian aid by India for high-capacity development projects, agriculture, cultural cooperation and drug regulation

Dinakar Peri
KYIV

he war in Ukraine
Twas high on the
agenda in the meet-

ing between Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi and Uk-
rainian President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy on
Friday with External Af-
fairs Minister S. Jaishankar
saying India was “willing to
do whatever we can” to
end the conflict “...be-
cause we do think that the
continuation of this con-
flict is terrible, obviously
for Ukraine itself and for
the world as well”.

The “landmark” visit,
the first by an Indian Prime
Minister since Ukraine be-
came independent in 1991,
saw the signing of four
agreements.

In his talks with Mr. Ze-
lenskyy, Mr. Modi said In-

Pitch for peace: Prime Minister Narendra Modi with Ukrainian
President Volodymyr Zelenskyy in Kyiv on Friday. ANI

dia is always ready to play
an “active role” to restore
peace in Ukraine. “We (In-
dia) are not neutral. From
the very beginning, we
have taken sides. And we
have chosen the side of
peace,” Mr. Modi said. The
Prime Minister underlined
India’s commitment to-
wards respecting the sove-
reignty and territorial inte-

grity of countries.

“Today in Kyiv, PM Na-
rendra Modi and I honored
the memory of the chil-
dren whose lives were ta-
ken by Russian aggression.
Children in every country
deserve to live in safety. We
must make this possible,”
Mr. Zelenskyy said on X.
He later spoke to the visit-
ing Indian media and

flagged India’s purchase of
Russian oil as well as other
goods that are getting “bil-
lions for them”. He said In-
dia has a “huge influence
on Russian economy”.

Open, constructive

Mr. Jaishankar said the
meeting “was a very de-
tailed, very open and a ve-
ry constructive discus-
sion”. “The Ukraine side
wanted continued involve-
ment of India in the peace
summit,” he said.

The four agreements in-
clude humanitarian assis-
tance by India for high-ca-
pacity development
projects, cooperation in
agriculture and food indus-
try, cultural cooperation
and an agreement on drug
quality and regulation.

Mr. Modi arrived in Kyiv
from Warsaw in the morn-
ing on a special train and
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was welcomed by the In-
dian community at the ho-
tel. He attended a multime-
dia exhibition on children
who lost their lives in the
conflict and placed a toy as
a tribute. The official talks
were held at the Mariyin-
sky palace, the official resi-
dence of the Ukrainian Pre-
sident. The bilateral talks
scheduled for 30 minutes
went on for two and a half
hours.

The Indian side reiterat-
ed its principled position
and focus on peaceful re-
solution through dialogue
and diplomacy, as a part of
which, India has attended
the Summit on Peace in
Ukraine, held in Burgen-
stock, Switzerland, in June,
a joint statement issued af-
ter the talks said.
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‘Space sector contributed

320,000 crore to India’s
GDP over the last decade’

Jacob Koshy
NEW DELHI

India’s space sector has di-
rectly contributed about
$24 billion (20,000 crore)
to India’s Gross Domestic
Product over the last de-
cade. It has directly sup-
ported 96,000 jobs in the
public and private sector.
For every dollar produced
by the space sector, there
was a multiplier effect of
$2.54 to the Indian econo-

President Droupadi Murmu, Minister Jitendra Singh and ISRO
Chairman S. Somanath at the space exhibition in New Delhi. anI

my and India’s space force
was 2.5 times “more pro-
ductive” than the coun-
try’s broader industrial
workforce.

These “preliminary
findings” were part of a
presentation by Steve
Bochinger, Affiliate Execu-
tive Adviser, Novaspace, a
European consultancy, at

the National Space Day ce-
lebrations here on Friday.

The Space Day celebra-
tions are to commemorate
the first anniversary of the
successful landing of Chan-
drayaan-3 on August 23 last
year.

The report was “initiat-
ed” by the Indian Space
Research Organisation (IS-

RO), Mr. Bochinger said, to
evaluate the socio-eco-
nomic impact of the space
sector from 2014 to 2023
and the study was conduct-
ed by Indian economics re-
search firms econONE and
Novaspace. They inter-
viewed  representatives
from 56 organisations in
public and private sectors.
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THRT SHE HIY GRT T AP0 BT FUIAN B SIqdHl Bl BRI STHS AT T 2,492 HIC BT RT WIS T,
Sl 3{e e BT GERT T 531 ERI 2
B I SHHS &b G QRN T ST BRI, APUfd Hihdil ARIE &1
Ve fopar ma, o 3y TR R i €1 Saes § ¥ e & =y o
ST & HEd Bl STl ]
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B Oq Qaq_i' % g‘q% ‘E[ &ﬂ?[ %, ?ﬁ ‘g‘ﬁ' Tdh ﬁfﬁ]‘g b \-5({-|i?y|rc| CfNa %:, m gestin the w’or_ld— h.as. been discovered in Botswa-
S T 3 & o o] SO § o 21 T
» g R/ afe ] %, ﬁWEfUT % aﬂ:[ a@'-, -l ad Eﬂﬁ Gl The diamond was discovered in the Karowe

Diamond Mine in northeastern Botswana using X-

H'Tfe\dﬁ ao_{?ﬂ' % GﬁT qwq'% aﬂaﬂ' aﬂ' NGl ﬁ' RCRIIE! ﬁ hy a)_{?ﬂ %’, ray detection technology, Lucara Diamond Corp.
. L said in a statement. Lucara did not provide an esti-

ﬁlﬂﬁ ZI_S' @a:h f[ W tl'c?m GRS ”ﬁ % 1%11! Hlaii o Gﬂ?ﬁ % [ mation of the value of the find. In t%rms of carats,
the stone is second only to the 3,016-carat Culli-

nan Diamond discovered in South Africa in 1905.

“We are ecstatic about the recovery of this ex-
traordinary 2,492-carat diamond,” Lucara presi-
dent William Lamb said in the statement.

This find was “one of the largest rough dia-
monds ever unearthed” and was detected using
the company’s Mega Diamond Recovery X-ray
technology installed in 2017 to identify and pre-
serve large, high-value diamonds, the statement
said.

The managing director of Lucara Botswana,
Naseem Lahri, presented the translucent stone,
which is the size of a palm, to President Mokg-
weetsi Masisi at his office later on Thursday. “I'm
told this is the largest diamond to be discovered in
Botswana to date and the second in the world,”
Mr. Masisi said, congratulating the company on
the find. “This is precious.”

Botswana is one of the world’s largest produc-
ers of diamonds.
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The road to 2047 for Indian agriculture

away, in 2047, but the goal of becoming a

developed nation looms large. Achieving this
requires a significant increase in per capita Gross
National Income (GNI) to about six times the
current level. This necessitates a comprehensive
development approach, especially in agriculture.

Transforming Indian agriculture depends on
adopting sustainable practices that ensure
long-term productivity and environmental health.
Precision farming, genetically modified crops,
and advanced irrigation techniques such as drip
and sprinkler systems are leading this
transformation. For instance, the Pradhan Mantri
Krishi Sinchayee Yojana (PMKSY) has covered 78
lakh hectares, promoting water-use efficiency
through micro-irrigation. The scheme’s 93,068
crore allocation for 2021-26 underscores the
government’s commitment to sustainable water
management.

India’s agricultural sector faces challenges,
including climate change, land degradation, and
market access issues. The Pradhan Mantri Fasal
Bima Yojana (PMFBY), introduced in 2016,
provides financial assistance for crop losses. With
49.5 crore farmers enrolled and claims totalling
over ¥1.45 lakh crore, the scheme is a cornerstone
of agricultural risk management.

The Electronic National Agriculture Market
(eNAM), launched in 2016, integrates existing
markets through an electronic platform. By
September 2023, 1,361 mandis had been
integrated, benefiting 1.76 million farmers and
recording trade worth ¥2.88 lakh crore. This
initiative improves market access and ensures
better price realisation for farmers.

l ndia’s centennial year of independence is still

An imbalance

Despite agriculture engaging nearly 46% of the
workforce, agriculture’s contribution to GDP is
about 18%, highlighting a stark imbalance. If
current growth trends continue, this disparity
will worsen: while overall GDP has grown at 6.1%
annually since 1991-92, agricultural GDP lags at
3.3%. Under the Narendra Modi administration,
overall GDP growth was 5.9%, and agriculture
grew at 3.6%. However, this is insufficient for a
sector so critical to the nation’s socio-economic
fabric.

Souryabrata
Mohapatra

with the National
Council of Applied
Economic Research

(NCAER), New Delhi

Sanjib Pohit
with the National
Council of Applied

Economic Research
(NCAER), New Delhi

There are
several
challenges but
also
opportunities

By 2047, agriculture’s share in GDP might
shrink to 7%-8%, yet, it could still employ over
30% of the workforce if significant structural
changes are not implemented. This indicates that
merely maintaining the current growth trajectory
will not suffice.

The expected 7.6% overall GDP growth for
2023-24 is promising. However, the agri-GDP’s
anaemic growth of 0.7%, primarily due to
unseasonal rains, is alarming.

Further, according to United Nations
projections, India’s population is expected to
reach 1.5 billion by 2030 and 1.59 billion by 2040.
Following the agricultural challenges, meeting the
food requirements of this burgeoning population
will be imperative. With an estimated
expenditure elasticity of food at 0.45, the demand
for food is expected to grow by approximately
2,85% annually, considering the population
growth rate of 0.85%.

India’s real per capita income increased by 41%
from 2011-12 to 2021-22 and is projected to
accelerate further. However, the expenditure
elasticity post-2023 is anticipated to be lower,
correlating a 5% rise in per capita expenditure to
a 2% growth in demand. The anticipated food
demand will vary among commodities, with meat
demand growing by 5.42% and rice demand by a
mere 0.34%.

To address these challenges, rationalising food
and fertilizer subsidies and redirecting savings
towards agricultural research and development
innovation and extension services are crucial.

Some initiatives
Several initiatives have been rolled out to bolster
farmer prosperity and sustainable agricultural
growth. The Pradhan Mantri Kisan Samman
Nidhi (PM-KISAN), launched in 2019, disburses
76,000 annually to farmers in three instalments.
This scheme has already benefited over 11.8 crore
farmers, offering much-needed financial support.
Another critical initiative, the Soil Health Card
(SHC) scheme, aims to optimise soil nutrient use,
thereby enhancing agricultural productivity. Over
23 crore SHCs have been distributed, providing
farmers with crucial insights into soil health and
nutrient management.

The government also championed the

International Year of Millets in 2023, promoting
nutritious coarse grains, both domestically and
internationally.

The Agriculture Infrastructure Fund, with a 31
lakh crore financing facility, supports the
development and modernisation of post-harvest
management infrastructure. Within three years,
over 38,326 projects have been sanctioned,
mobilising 30,030 crore in the agricultural
infrastructure sector. These projects have created
employment for more than 5.8 lakh individuals
and improved farmer incomes by 20%-25%
through better price realisation.

Moreover, the Survey of Villages and Mapping
with Improvised Technology in Village Areas
(SVAMITVA) initiative aims to ensure transparent
property ownership in rural areas. As of
September 2023, over 1.6 crore property cards
have been generated, enhancing land security
and facilitating credit access for farmers.

Strategic planning

The government’s strategic planning for
agriculture, leading up to 2047, focuses on several
key areas: anticipated future demand for
agricultural products, insights from past growth
catalysts, existing challenges, and potential
opportunities in the agricultural landscape.
Projections indicate that the total demand for
food grains in 2047-48 will range from 402 million
tonnes to 437 million tonnes, with production
anticipated to exceed demand by 10%-13% under
the Business-As-Usual (BAU) scenario.

However, to meet this demand sustainably,
significant investments in agricultural research,
infrastructure, and policy support are required.
The Budget for 2024-25, with an allocation of T20
lakh crore for targeted agricultural credit and the
launch of the Agriculture Accelerator Fund,
highlights the government’s proactive approach
to fostering agricultural innovation and growth.

The road to 2047 presents both challenges and
opportunities for Indian agriculture. By
embracing sustainable practices, leveraging
technological innovations, and implementing
strategic initiatives, India can enhance farmer
incomes, meet the food demands of its growing
population, and achieve inclusive, sustainable
development.
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YR HIY A sRiga+
B SIS & Sfa INeH: S J T 46% ST T 5H & SIaSlG, Sieldl H P BT ARTGH T 18% g, ST
T R S @ eIl 2|
» HNY NS FY S 3.3% W ws 781 g A U & d8d, $d siieidl 3G 5.9% ot 3R FY 3.6% B
R Y I Berifp, T b i -3fes d-a & forg - Ayt & & for I8 sraf B
D HNY BN &1 FRIRISHS YA 2047 TF, THA T MG H HY HT FT 7%-8% I HH 8 T g, fhR
%ﬂ,uﬁuﬁqﬁﬂwqﬁaﬁwﬁmaﬁﬁa‘raga{lﬁlﬁao%ﬁs{fﬁa?mﬁaaﬁﬂwém
|
B OFYA S HYATRIAAL 2023-24 & U SR 7.6% THY Thd TR IATE B i MRATSHSD g | gTaifch, A
U Y U R & HRU H-SHSIY B 0.7% B! HHOIR qfeg fdTom ¢ |
B gl ST 3R AT 8P SfefTal, Hger Y b SHTAMI b AR, HRA P SI-IEAT 2030 deb 1.5 faferaT ok
%o%owmw%%m:rw Uga- B IHIE g1 3R 3T Fgdl SHEIE! &1 T TSI Bl R BT Sffard
|
» TR O SR T R SRR ST WY &I IHTT 99 A 0.45 TR 8, TS gfg & 0.85% B! odd gU el
B T F I TTHI 2.85% B gieg 814 Bl IAAE B
®» YR & IRAMAS Ul AT 3 3R T B TaRfiedn: 2011-12 § 2021-22 TF 41% Pt gl 88 & SR STH 3R
ol 31 BT 3FHH & | §Tdids, 2023 & d1¢ & Ald HH B BT STHH 6|
Py 3t wifal & Hgg I3 & fow 7o g«
B BaE B 9l 3R Gad B fier &) gerar 33 & fu &8 yga & 18 8
B T SR IRG Afeua! B JFaHTd I 3R T DI Y THYH 3R 9™ FaaR iR fawr Jarsff o
3R ARG AT AUl 2|
» gy fae wEE AR dieq-feam): 2019 T & &1 78, [t & iF fewal § |ramT 26,000 fadfkd wxdt
glsﬁtﬁ\_ﬁﬂﬁqﬁaﬁ11.8WQWWﬁWHWW%,WB%WWWWW
|
B oI WG HIS (SHC) TIoHT: THHT I£3T Hal UINS dadl & SUANT I 3B Id BT 7, o HiY It #
q@s‘r‘l\zaﬁsﬁgmsmﬁahﬁmw%,@ﬁmﬁ'aﬁqmwﬁvﬁwwﬁw%aﬁﬁw
SITHH IR Ul hd B
» STORT THUA: WHR 7 2023 H SRS SToRT a8 771 1 +f G fora, forad R 3R SiRffha TR R tifd®
e 3Tl Bl dardl el
B HY AR PIV: 31 ARG HRAS BI fATUT0T YA & 1Y, HIA Hels & 918 P YU Saa & e 3R
SMYABIHRT BT THAT el 3
B AR & 3EAIR: 7 URASHIS A 5.8 TR F 34fA% afaadl & forg JAsHR Jiord fre & iR dgk Jed Wity &
TTegH {1 H 20%-25% 1 g 1 7
» Wd Ugd: SUHT 30 urHior &Ff §f uReRl Jufy w@ifiia gRfyd &1 g1 RideR 2023 @, 1.6 dRIs o
31ferep TR HTS ST S b &, Foredt yfH JRam 7 3 g3 & SR fra! & o B0 uga & glaen gs
Y o &1 ggmar &1 & fg yorifae aiesr

B 2047 TP B P 7T TRBR BT IUFIID TSI B3 UHE &3 TR Sied o
o BN IAIG! B! STHT YTd FiT
o FYuRET # s e ISR, Hieel FAfaal 3R JHTIAT SawR) I Sfaeiy |
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o SIAMF ¥ Tdhd fetar g fb 2047-48 T W & Ha AT dQft
Gﬂﬁﬁﬁ?‘l’s’:

B RUsS! H Faw: Uiasy ot A & Wil T § R HA & o, S rqdad, ghard e ok Hify gada &
YUl AT T B

® oI JTETH: 2024-25 & Foic | Aled PN BT & T 220 TG FRIS 3R SN TR (Y P IR A €,
S FY TarER 3R 9T &1 FgraT a7 & U T Tfthg TBHI0 R FH=T STerd! |

o fSfed gFard e & gemEr < IR Uga § YUR, IRafds JHT & Sl UM o 3R fHami & fo dgar
e TS &1 gfaen & e Sueed o fefSted wiewmf &1 w9 iR fowaR & |

faw 2047 F AR YR $Y & 83

» D Wed: HRA Bl WcAdl b Ydledl 9 & T U safdd Yebed AP 31 (STT3MME) H B8 [T Jhsr I
AIIRIEHT B, S faRy &0 A HY § e [ 3t SaRaeddl IR 9 ddl o

» IR A&T: YR &1 HY R TG d @re fafd 2022-23 H 50 faferm kit Sier ¥ 8ifi® g1 mn g

» IS 2047 BT ILT Bl R Tfowdl & YR 6! F@Th N¥SH W Uardf o Iuaidr H UR HRAT 3R
YR & afd aicwifera & geaafifd Sare! & Surd &I g1 5

» QR d&0: YRAD $Y § daara Tcid Qdl, SIaRIe U I J=NEd Bual ok 39d Ridrs daeie! (o, feu
IR FBHeR Re) SRt fewTas wtsii &I 3o W AR S|
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et & IR #:

» SIS TEaNT T (Slemsd) Tgad P & a1G GORT JaY T8 W64 @, fordds IR Aergidl & ot
57 SR WG g |

» g 76 GRAH T & Iffed a5 | I8 gl & fafte |l & o SiaRisha wifd ok Sra
! FGId1 & B TG 3 GRaH g & Rl Bt & 3R GRET HRA BT T Rl ¢

gy

B I8 WA 25 RIdeR, 1969 &I ARGH! & I6Td | gU UfagiRie R g & ol R wuifua fosar ma
off, Sl TFRTeiH B 3-SR ARSTE T STIRIAD NS &b §1G §3HT T

» 1970 ¥, facw Al & Igred ST T (ICFM) & URUMRGRY Sigl # e & AgNiftd &t
el H Th R Aiaray &t RO g5

qEI SE2:

W SIS T Isd! & dTd Tholed! R B BT T Hdl 5
B Hool b ded [l Hi T T BI YUl AYYAT 3R &= SRSl &1 SgTell &I Jad= &
» T DI SCATH B &, TG 3R JHIEa BT
» R GG H Tgd HANE DI AT 3R J§ GHTEd 1 [ Ta& o Hgad Y HETIHT, AHaTIDR
aREE 3R 3 SRITI Tl IR ThH9e 3@ S|
iITi.PT:
» TG Th TR DI YA Bl § SN 39 Il Rgial 3R Tara- oF &) Huild s gl
» U8l IR 1972 H 3UATY 7T 3 A1CR & BRI o= H SHR IRFRUTIAl & &Y os aR S=NTd
far M B
» UM AR DI ATF 2008 H 1A & SHR H SO -7 47|
» 39 I8 G fovar T § fob ot Hew e Y Ak o Iexd! R Rigidl & Ul gg @l ufies
HRA &b ATY-TY A Fear! Rremaft ofR geut ¥ SR ik ofkd g
HGHdT:

» R Yo
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o UG TN H EHIAM, SfeoilNdl, TG, S8 Grewaa™, i1 B, forgd, i, T,
fﬁo‘%ﬂ«‘—ﬂ? W ﬂt«b_cﬁ &R‘q’ @ﬁﬂ?{ ?ﬁﬂﬂ%ﬂiﬂ geH, Fﬁﬁé:n (‘IITri?b%dl'-l, q@|, cTRAT
T ARG, T 3RT SHRT, SoafbwdM, THT 3R 37 W &
» Gidasd Ha
o IoT: AT 3R oMM, Hed 3Mhih! TURTY, YTl TTHIS, T3 Y, el Tgu™ I |
o SIRII WIE: I AP (GTA), TCHRUE e (TTUTH), 3R AT BT T (TUTH), SBIb!
T (@), 3nffe TganT dme @9t |




