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Page 01 : Prelims Fact 

Bengaluru Special Court has directed Lokayukta police to register a criminal case against Karnataka Chief Minister 
Siddaramaiah and others over alleged illegal allotment of sites worth ₹56 crore by the Mysuru Urban Development Authority 
to his wife. 

 The case involves charges under the Prevention of Corruption Act and various sections of the Indian Penal Code (IPC). 

 
Lokayukta: 

 Historical Origin: Lokayukta is an anti-corruption ombudsman, first instituted in Maharashtra in 1971. 
 Appointment: Lokayukta is appointed by the Governor after consulting the Chief Justice of the High Court and the 

Leader of the Opposition. 
 Qualifications: Judicial qualifications are mandated in some states (e.g., Uttar Pradesh, Himachal Pradesh), but not in 

others (e.g., Maharashtra, Rajasthan). 
 Jurisdiction: Varies across states. In some, the Chief Minister is under the purview (e.g., Himachal Pradesh, Gujarat), 

while in others, they are excluded. 
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 Powers: The Lokayukta has judicial powers to conduct inquiries, summon officials, and recommend actions against 
corrupt practices. However, it does not have punitive powers to convict individuals. 

 Challenges: Jurisdiction, powers, and appointment processes are not uniform, leading to inefficiencies. In some states, 
key officials (e.g., CM) are excluded from Lokayukta’s ambit. 

 Legislation: The Lokpal and Lokayuktas Act, 2013 mandated the establishment of Lokayuktas but left their powers and 
scope to state discretion, leading to variations. 
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Page 07 : GS1 – Geography : Climate Change ;  GS2 – International Relations 

At the U.N. General Assembly, developing nations, especially small island states, urged 

the wealthiest countries to increase efforts in combating climate change. 

 These vulnerable nations emphasised the need for substantial actions from major 

emitters, particularly G20 members, to address the growing climate injustices they 

face due to global warming. 

Plea from Developing Nations at the U.N. 

 On September 23, developing nations urged the world’s richest countries at the 

U.N. General Assembly to do more in addressing climate change and its impacts. 

 Leaders from small island states, particularly at risk from rising sea levels, 

emphasised the need for nations contributing the most to fossil fuel emissions to 

take stronger action beyond mere “lip service.” 

Call for Climate Action from Vulnerable Nations 

 Samoan Natural Resources Minister and Chair of the Alliance of Small Island 

States (AOSIS), questioned the global commitment to protecting vulnerable 

populations, urging the Group of 20 (G20) to lead in emissions reductions and 

climate finance. 

 A representative speaking on behalf of the Least Developed Country bloc 

highlighted the responsibility of industrialised nations to spearhead climate action. 

Growing Global Inequality in Climate Impact 

 The pleas from these nations highlight the disparity between those most 

responsible for global warming and those bearing the brunt of its consequences, 

framing climate change as a matter of global justice. 

Renewed Commitment to Renewable Energy 

 During the same period, major companies and banks pushed for an increase in 

renewable energy capacity, with calls for a tripling of renewable and nuclear 

energy investments by 2030, aligning with agreements made at the COP28 

summit. 
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Page 10 : GS 3 : Environment – Environmental Pollution and Degradation 

The extreme weather events of 2023-2024 highlight the urgency of addressing global warming, with record 

temperatures exceeding the 1.5º C threshold. 

 The unpredictability of climate patterns raises concerns about the effectiveness of current climate 

models, emphasising the need for improved forecasting techniques and focused projections for 

future climate scenarios. 

 
Record Warming and Its Impacts 

 The record warming of 2023-2024 has provided a clearer understanding of global warming, 

showcasing a range of extreme weather events, including heatwaves, cyclones, floods, droughts, and 

wildfires. 
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 Estimates indicate that the world has crossed the 1.5º C warming threshold, although this figure is 

based on a combination of data and climate models. 

Challenges in Weather Predictions 

 The extreme weather patterns observed in 2023-2024 serve as a reminder of the limitations in 

predicting weather and climate effectively. 

 The ongoing loss of lives, property, and infrastructure particularly impacts poorer populations who 

are more vulnerable to such extreme events. 

Unforeseen Climate Developments 

 Meteorologists accurately predicted the 2023 El Niño but were surprised by the unprecedented level 

of warming due to its combination with previous background warming. 

 The monsoon season has been erratic, leading to droughts in some areas and severe floods in 

others, while predictions for strong La Niña and hurricane activity have also been inconsistent. 

The Future of Climate Predictions 

 The unpredictability of climate phenomena raises questions about the reliability of current 

prediction models, particularly in light of recent warming trends. 

 Existing models struggle to reproduce past monsoon trends and may not accurately predict future 

climate patterns. 

Need for Improved Models 

 There is a crucial need to enhance climate models to improve predictions for various natural 

phenomena affected by warming. 

 Advances in technology, including artificial intelligence and machine learning, hold promise for 

better forecasting. 

Focused Projections 

 Future climate projections should ideally focus on shorter timeframes, such as a decade or two, due 

to uncertainties and the complexities of natural variabilities. 

 It is essential to evaluate the effectiveness and resource allocation for long-term climate projections, 

particularly towards 2100, amidst evolving geopolitical challenges. 
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Page 15 : Prelims Fact 

Hezbollah has employed Fadi rockets in response to Israeli attacks, marking their first use since the escalation of 
conflict in Gaza, raising concerns about their destructive potential and precision. 

 
The Fadi Rocket: 

 The Fadi rocket is a tactical multi-use ground-to-ground rocket used by Hezbollah against Israel. 
 It has more explosive power and range compared to previously deployed rockets but lacks precision. 
 Hezbollah first utilised Fadi rockets in response to Israeli attacks after the outbreak of conflict in Gaza in 

October 2023. 
 The rocket is named after Fadi Hassan Tawil, a Hezbollah militant killed by Israel in 1987. 
 The Fadi is similar in design to the 302-mm Syrian Khaibar rocket, which is based on China’s WS-1. 
 Hezbollah is estimated to possess thousands of unguided rockets with ranges from 45 to 200 kilometres. 
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 The precision of Fadi rockets is relatively low, often resulting in 
discrepancies between intended targets and actual impacts. 

 Experts predict an increased frequency of Fadi rocket usage as the 
conflict escalates. 
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Term In News : Eturnagaram Wildlife Sanctuary 

 A rarest of rare weather phenomenon- the collision of two cyclones- has been found to have caused 
flattening of thousands of trees in the Eturnagaram wildlife sanctuary in Mulugu district. 

 
About Eturnagaram Wildlife Sanctuary: 

 Location: 
o Eturnagaram Wildlife Sanctuary is located near the border of Maharashtra, Chhattisgarh and Telangana 

in the village of Eturnagaram, a tribal village in Mulugu district of Telangana. 
o It is located 100 km from Warangal and 250 km from Hyderabad. 
o It was declared as a wildlife sanctuary in 1952 by Hyderabad Nizam Government. 
o It is spread over an area of around 806 sq. km. 

 River: 
o It has a water source called Dayyam Vagu, which separates the sanctuary into two parts. 
o River Godavari also passes through it. 

 Flora: 
o The region is covered completely with thick natural vegetation and it falls in the tropical dry deciduous. 
o It is rich in the growth of teak, bamboo and other trees like madhuca and terminalia. 

 Fauna: 
o This sanctuary provides shelter to Tiger, Leopard, Panther, Wolf, Wild Dogs, Jackals, Sloth Bear, 

Chousingha, Black Buck, Nilgai, Sambar, Spotted Deer and Four Horned Antilope etc. 
o The plethora of water in the sanctuary is attributed to the presence of reptiles like the famous Mugger 

crocodiles and snakes like the Cobra, Python and Krait. 
o The famous Sammakka-Saralamma Temple is situated inside the sanctuary. 
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Context : 

 The article discusses the proposal of simultaneous elections in India, examining its political, 

constitutional, and financial implications. 

 It critiques the impact on federalism, savings in election expenses, and the effects of frequent 

elections on accountability and development.It also highlights challenges in passing the necessary 

constitutional amendments. 

Introduction to Simultaneous Elections 

 The idea of holding simultaneous elections to the Lok Sabha, State Assemblies, and local bodies was 

proposed by the Prime Minister of India. 

 Frequent elections across various states kept him on the campaign trail, potentially triggering this 

idea. 

 A high-level committee led by former President Ram Nath Kovind was formed to explore this 

concept, including several key political and legal figures. 

 The committee submitted its report in March, making it public before the 2024 general election. 

 Simultaneous elections were part of the Bharatiya Janata Party’s (BJP) election manifesto but did not 

receive overwhelming voter endorsement due to the absence of a majority. 

Recommendation of the High-Level Committee 

 The Union Cabinet approved the recommendation, making simultaneous elections a nearly 

actionable policy. 

GS Paper 02 : Indian Polity 

 

PYQ : (UPSC CSE (M) GS-2 2017) : ‘Simultaneous election to the Lok Sabha and 

the State Assemblies will limit the amount of time and money spent in 

electioneering but it will reduce the government’s accountability to the people’ 

Discuss. (250 words/15m)  

 

UPSC Mains Practice Question Discuss the potential benefits and challenges of 

implementing simultaneous elections for the Lok Sabha, State Assemblies, and 

local bodies in India. How might this impact the federal structure and political 

accountability? (250 w /15 m) 
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 In the first phase, Lok Sabha and State Assembly elections will be conducted simultaneously, with 

local body elections following within 100 days. 

 The key constitutional amendment proposed involves the tenure of Assemblies, which will lose their 

fixed five-year terms to synchronise with the Lok Sabha. 

Challenges in Passing the Amendment Bill 

 For the bill to pass, it requires a special majority, which is the support of two-thirds of members 

present and voting. 

 With 362 votes required and the National Democratic Alliance (NDA) holding around 292 members, 

the government faces a significant shortfall. 

 Opposition parties are largely opposed to the ‘one nation one election’ concept, making it 

challenging for the ruling party to gather the necessary support. 

Argument for Savings in Election Expenses 

 One of the main arguments for simultaneous elections is the potential savings in election expenses. 

 The budget allocation for the Election Commission of India (ECI) for the 2024 general election was 

₹466 crore, which is not a large amount compared to other government expenditures. 

 State governments also incur election-related expenses, but overall costs are not considered 

enormous. 

 The argument that political party expenses will be saved is weak, as there is no evidence that saved 

money would be redirected to infrastructure projects. 

 Simultaneous elections were held from 1951 to 1967, but there is no historical proof of political 

parties using saved election funds for development. 

The Model Code of Conduct Argument 

 Another argument is that frequent elections disrupt development due to the model code of conduct 

being enforced during election periods. 

 However, no empirical evidence supports the claim that frequent elections have slowed 

developmental progress. 

 Notably, large policy decisions like demonetization were implemented despite impending elections. 

Impact on Federalism 

 The proposal to curtail the tenure of State Assemblies undermines the federal structure of India. 

 Under the Constitution, State Assemblies are autonomous and their tenure is independent of the 

Lok Sabha. 

 The Supreme Court’s Kesavananda Bharati judgement emphasised that federalism is part of India’s 

basic structure, which cannot be altered. 

 Forcing synchrony between state and central elections could lead to some Assemblies having much 

shorter terms, contradicting the federal principle. 

Benefits of Frequent Elections 
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 Frequent elections ensure elected representatives remain accountable to the people and stay 

connected with their constituencies. 

 Elections held once every five years could lead to representatives becoming disconnected and 

complacent. 

 Regular elections also provide feedback to governments, allowing them to make mid-term 

corrections based on voter sentiment. 

Conclusion 

 Simultaneous elections could disturb India’s federal balance and are not a pressing issue for 

ordinary citizens. 

 The risks and challenges associated with this policy outweigh its perceived benefits. 

 


