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Special initiative to drive away
wild elephants from human
habitations in Idukki village

The Hindu Bureau
IDUKKI

The Forest Department
started a special initiative
to drive away wild ele-
phants that wreak havoc in
Kanthallur village under
the Marayur forest division
in Idukki. According to the
department officials, an
84-member team began
the initiative on Thursday
morning to drive away the
elephants from human
habitations in Kanthallur
panchayat to Chinnar Wil-
dlife Sanctuary.

Marayur divisional for-
est officer P.J. Shuhaib said
the drive will continue on
Friday. “The department
aims to drive away proble-
matic elephants from farm-

A wild tusker roaming in Kanthallur panchayat in Idukki on
Thursday. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

lands,” said the official.
Kanthallur panchayat
president P.T. Thankachen
expressed satisfaction with
the department’s special
drive addressing man-ani-
mal conflict in the pan-
chayat. “As many as 18 wild
elephants were camping in

various parts of the pan-
chayat, which made it hard
for the people to engage in
farming activities,” he said.

M.R. Kumaravel, a farm-
er in Kanthallur, said that
for the past three months,
wild elephants have been
camping on the farmlands.
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SC dismisses review
petition by Gujarat

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on
Thursday found no “error
apparent on the face of the
record” or merit in a peti-
tion filed by the Gujarat go-
vernment to review ad-
verse remarks made
against it by the top court
in a January 8 judgment,
which quashed the prema-
ture release of 11 men sen-
tenced to life imprison-
ment for the gang rape of
Bilkis Bano and the murder
of her family during the
2002 riots in the State.

The review was decided
by a Bench of Justices B.V.
Nagarathna and Ujjal
Bhuyan.

The State of Gujarat had
remitted the life sentence
of the 11 convicts and re-
leased them from jail in Au-
gust 2022,

The Supreme Court’s Ja-
nuary 8 verdict had passed
scathing remarks about the
alacrity shown by the Guja-
rat government to “usurp”

Maharashtra’s authority in
deciding on the remission.
The trial in the case was
held in Maharashtra, which
was the competent authori-
ty to decide the remission
applications of the 1
convicts.

The Gujarat government
had found some of the ob-
servations in the January 8
judgment “extreme”, in-
cluding that the State had
“acted in tandem and was
complicit with [one of the]
accused”. It had argued in
the review plea that such
remarks in the judgment
was not only highly unwar-
ranted but had caused se-
rious prejudice to the State.

“Having carefully gone
through the review peti-
tions, the order under chal-
lenge and the papers an-
nexed therewith, we are
satisfied that there is no er-
ror apparent on the face of
the record or any merit in
the review petitions, war-
ranting reconsideration of
the order impugned,” the
Supreme Court said.



GEO IAS Dally News Analy51s

L 2 4

TS HH Y TR TS B I JHI 3|
ogg—duo—rcl’r 3R R ! & 31T & i T8 o oiia o fov/™ & faudia won & &t g

ﬁ%ﬁmﬁﬁmﬂm
3R U &I 1 AU GRT &H1 BT YUY Al Ta &1 715 5|
3@%372 & e, Tgufel fepelt off fekr @1 st ol A, @i, X8 A1 e & Wehd € a1 e,
% 7 HH B Tdhd ¢ |
ﬂ%ag}—cmm & dgd, ISTUTd Ioll DI AT, VT, I6d 1 e & Ahd ¢ a1 (Hdfad, A6 a1 HH HR
|

ge ot dufe ufd

%uaggmﬂ%m (ERUR & S &1 ol J ge &1 off Urae™ g1 U9 39T § Fifd o 9 I
|

o TRUN BT URT 432 & dd, SUGdd RPR' [HdT Tol &I T IRe 1 3R U G, [l & Y

7 5T foreht =1 & FAicifad a1 AT &R bl B

o HTRURT &T YRT 433 F T, frlt ot To o1 IUGad IRBR GRT HH Foll H Faall off Il g

gﬂﬂ%mw RPRI B IUAS g dlfh d biadl b oidd Bt 3afd I 8 T Ugd I R8T dRA Bl

|

CrPC T S8 3[d YR AN JR&T wigar 3 o <t 21
grququozawawmxxxwﬁaﬁﬂ@awﬁ%aﬁwwmﬁﬁ@?mmmﬁw
0 URT 473 - Goll DI (dfad a1 A1t A DI Aferd |

o H% WBR & UM Y AHG! & TIT I 1 Wfad © ogT ol fobdt T BT b QAT ORIy &
forq & St 99 @1 rdep Rt wfek % ded ST 8|

o 3T ATl H, oy I H SORTER &Y ol TS et §, T8 B! WBHR & YN THT - B Ao 5|
0 URT 474 - T Bl HH HRA DI ek | IUFdd RDR AU DI Jgafad & fo1 Tt of e &1
forft o o & ged Yl 7

0 YRT 475 - $S HIHA H Be A1 HH H- ! Afdadl R ufdee |

0 URT 477 - $S HTHAI H 6% IRBR ] TG P 96 5T IRBR GRT B HAT|

< &d THY UTa fopg o arel femm-fadar .
o AU TXHR IFH HRd TY' (2000) HHS H, Tal=d Iraeay 1 Ui SR FAuifkd feu & e
YR R Fe R faeR forar S g

« T IRTY Uh AT SURTY & SN GHST P GHTAd 8] BT 8;

« T HITT H 3IRTY & IR S B FHSAT 8;

- AW A AIRTY B DT & G A T




9
—
—
=
e

i\

=

GEO IAS Daily News Analysis

TS D O H G I Pls 3679 W B RET 6; 3R

« TS o ORAR &1 FrHThoIh- e Rufd|

. wué’r,;wﬂqﬂ HRIAN ! ol HIC 5 Y T F HH 14 I o T 384 & dl¢ e UH &
gPaR Gl

» fyafsa a1 9 /T2
o %ﬁwﬁﬁwﬁ$wﬁﬁqm‘|ﬁ?dﬂ%%ﬂﬂ?ﬁﬁ%@ﬂﬂgﬁm
|

o m% 1Y FHRAYdd AHed AP R fhdT TT 3R P URIR & A1 &l HI gl
IR |

o %WﬁWWWWW(NHRC)ﬁWﬁﬁW,WCMﬁWW

|

o TR fAel G 9 ¥ ARA &I YAl & BRUI, THEHT ToR1d ¥ Hos RIMIdRd P faa
T, ST 31 | & fd 3RIY aRR fbu |

o Wzﬁ 2008 T, Has & U IRV CBI 3f&TAd 7 11 RITUTT DI SATSa SRIAN DI Toll T8

|

o E?Eﬂﬁ?ﬂﬁﬁ@%

o 2022 H, AU M WS TH GIYT A U 3foiad HRIAN BI 15 T 3R IR AGH B
ST I A & 91, STeal RETs & [Ad SC &1 4 bl

o W% 2022 H SCH3Y AMA &I ToRId IRBR &I A faT|

o T ORI WRBR Y AT DI 1992 BT Fe HIld & IR, MG P! YHAYG N8ls & 3Mded W
fdaR & ! Hell

o 15 3R, 2022 P! ORI WDHR A U1 Fe ifd & d8d Iifed JalpR Tria & Jut 11
It &1 T o fea|

o m@'ﬂﬁ,sﬁﬁmﬁ?fmﬁuﬁmﬁamﬁmaﬁ?ﬁu&ﬁm [ ®1 aTfeTell B dgrar

|

» foafea aHt gRT aHten arfaeT
o foafera a3 2022 # ToRT WEHR & 39 B Bt gHieT & fore i wic & sidfid grr
@1, Forad THfe® SAIHR & 11 AT o1 R - BT TSR feam mam o
o UH BIE BT 8 T HT haal
o fodfra I gRT TR THiem atfereT & Sfard H, 2 sfared = 8 At &I 11 aIfval &l e
H P ORI RHR & Had P Ude fea|

A FI gRT 8 a3 & haa & &I a1d
o TORTd DR Fe G YR B & ol Iuged DR g1 T, Hiifs b HgRIY H =
T UT| BT TR & J&HdT &1 U g |
o STRIFITT P Had I Aod gRT e faran o Tava 8, et I WR b Iardt Sl |




GEO IAS

=—=|{'s about quality=

o %ﬁuﬁlﬁmﬁﬂsnﬁ,2ozzmgﬁnﬁm&mm@a@aﬁ?aﬁﬁ%qmw
T T
o TORId IRBHR I 2022 & TG &I FHIEN & 1T ATfIdhT SRR S Arfet o, for g et T
T fb 3 e TRbR T B
o W% 2022 T GHH PHIC A 30 & Hhodl & RIATH Hal TelraT Bl
o gfzozzﬁg@nﬁﬁﬁmww%w%@wawwrﬁwmmﬁwﬁ
g
o fHdt srvreh &t T 9 ugd R W 39 Iy # AF] ifd & SR faurR foan s =nfeu, gt
3URTY fohaT 7T T
o 3, 39 I} Bt RS & 1T ToR1d TR &1 ge Hfd ang o1 131
o URUMH &1 URaTg fU for 1 ST & e o1 ARférd favan S =nfgu|




N

GEO IAS

———=I{'s about quality=——-

Page 10 : GS 2

A1/ feamaiig gidt wR arar fobar €, o sR- awa:nasmg‘fw%
Storms brewmg in East South Chlna seas

EXPLAINER

Sankalp Gurjar

The story so far:
n the last few years, maritime East
Asia has become an arena for
intensified power politics. The East
China Sea borders China, Taiwan,
Japan, and South Korea. China asserts
that the Senkaku/ Diaoyu islands, located
in the East China Sea and under Japanese
control, belong to Beijing. There have
been multiple crises over these islands in
the past. The South China Sea lies
between China, Taiwan and five
Southeast Asian countries — Vietnam,
Malaysia, Brunei, the Philippines, and
Indonesia - and has emerged as one of
the most important flashpoints in the
Indo-Pacific. China has been aggressively
pushing its claims in the South China Sea.

Why are the seas important to China?
China views the East and South China
Seas through the prism of sovereignty,
territorial integrity, and national security.
China’s Defence White paper, issued in
2019, declares, “South China Sea islands
and Diaoyu Islands are inalienable parts
of the Chinese territory.” In respondmg to
the criticism regarding China’s activiti
it asserts that “China exercises its national
sovereignty to build infrastructure and
deploy necessary defensive capabilities
on the islands and reefs in the South
China Sea, and to conduct patrols in the
waters of Diaoyu Islands in the East China
Sea.” What China perceives as its
defensive actions are considered offensive
and provocative by the regional countries
surrounding the East and South China
Seas.

What is the significance of the seas?
‘The key maritime trade routes in East
Asia pass through these two seas. Taiwan
Strait is a critical maritime choke point.
‘The region is home to undersea cables
that are important for the global digital
economy. As per the U.S. Ene
Information Administration, in 2023, 10
billion barrels of petroleum and
petroleum products and 6.7 trillion cubic
feet of liquefied natural gas passed
through the South China Sea. It is also
home to vast reserves of untapped oil and
natural gas.

What is China doing in the region?
China has been aggressively pushing its
territorial claims in both seas in two ways:
by building defence-related infrastructure
such as ports, military installations,
airstrips, and artificial islands and by
pushing back against the claims of
regional countries. In the East China Sea,
China vehemently contested Japanese
claims and, both countries found
themselves embroiled in multiple crises,
the most notable being the arrest of a
Chinese captain of a fishing boat in 2010
and Japan’s nationalisation of the Senkaku
islands in 2012. These crises saw both
countries taking maximalist positions.
China had imposed a ban on the export of
rare earth minerals to Japan. In the last
few years, there has been a slight easing
of tensions over the issue regarding the
Senkaku/Diaoyu islands. As per the Japan
Coast Guard data, 2023 saw the highest
level of activity by the Chinese Coast
Guard in the contiguous zone of the
Senkakus. Owing to China’s assertive
foreign policy, its relationship with South
Korea, Taiwan and Japan has deteriorated

rapidly.
Meanwhile, the South China Sea has

Tensions rise: Members of the Philippine Coast Guard on alert as a Chinese Coast Guard vessel blocks their way to a resupply mission at Second Thomas
Shoal in the South China Sea, on March 5, 2024. REUTERS

Conflict in the waves

The South China Sea has become a focal point of geopolitical tensions amid territorial

disputes with China fortifying its presence.
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regional countries trying to catch up with
China. For example, by 2027, Japan wants
to double its defence expenditure. The
Philippines too is ramping up its defence
capabilities and, among others, has
acquired the anti-ship, BrahMos missiles
from India.

Second, regional countries are
responding to China’s activities at sea.
From 2016 to 2022, Under President
Rodrigo Duterte, the Philippines sough( to
minimise the friction betw
Beijing. Since 2022, the Pl
been pushing back and publ;
incidents. The change in policy was
crafted by the new President Ferdinand
Marcos Jr. As a result, the frequency of
incidents has gone up. Regional countries
are engaged in a battle of narratives as
well. They are deploying tools such as
public diplomacy. The Philippines has
been filming the behaviour of Chinese
vessels and is releasing it through social
media. The Philippines has also taken
international journalists along with its
resupply missions in the West Philippine
Sea. The shaping of perceptions has
become a key battleground.

‘Third, the Philippines, Japan and South
Korea are treaty allies of the U.S. and are

their defence
with it. The U.S. and the Philippines have
enhanced their cooperation in the South
China Sea to “historic levels” and
expanded cooperation in domains such as
base access, training and joint exercises.
They are working with Australia and
Japanin "a complex multilateral maritime

growing continuously. China’s navy is also
the largest naval force in the world by
numbers. Therefore, the South China Sea
is seeing the ever-growing projection of
Chinese power. For asserting its claims,
China has deployed a Coast Guard and
maritime militia. The tactics include

and at

sea, harassing resupply missions,
ramming vessels, collisions, and using
water cannons and military-grade lasers,
etc. These tactics are known as ‘grey
zone’ operations, which fall short of war
but are designed to alter the status quo.

China has been actively pushing its
claims in the Exclusive Economic Zone
(EEZ) of the Philippines. Since 2022,
tensions between China and the
Philippines have been rising due to a
significant increase in the frequency of
such incidents. In June-July 2024, multiple
incidents of clashes occurred. The Second
‘Thomas Shoal and Sabina Shoal have
been the focus of China’s recent

contention. China aims to drive a wedge
between the U.S. and its treaty partners in
East Asia. Chinese Coast Guard ships are
considerably heavier and larger in terms
of tonnage compared with Coast Guard
vessels of other countries. For example,
the Chinese vessel CCG 5901 (541 feet long
and displaces 12,000 tons) is three times
larger than the main ships of the U.S.
Coast Guard. Hence, China’s frequent
ramming of the Philippines’ vessels is
dangerous and risky. There is a chance of
miscalculation.

In July, China conducted naval
exercises with Russia in the South China
Sea to demonstrate the support that it
enjoys over it while projecting its claims.
China’s claims in the South China Sea lack
a legal basis, according to a permanent
court of arbitration ruling in 2016.
However, China has rejected that ruling.

What has been the from

dubbed as the
‘Squad’. According to U.S. Secretary of
Defence Lloyd Austin, the U.S.
commitment to the security of Japan is
“ironclad” and includes the Senkaku
islands as well. The U.S., Japan, and South
Korea are deepening their trilateral
cooperation. For the first time in history,
the Defence Ministers of the three
countries met in Japan in July 2024. In
view of aggressive Chinese maritime
activities, the press statement noted that
these three countries “strongly oppose
any unilateral attempts to change the
status quo in the waters of the
Indo-Pacific.” They also “slressed the
importance of fully res,

international law including the freedom of

navigation and overflight.”

Despite the efforts at bolstering the
U.S! alliances in the Indo-Pacific,
concerns remain about American
credibility and the impact of the U.S.
domesuc politics on its external security
There is also a debate

regional countries?
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China asserts sovereignty over
the East China Sea, particularly
the Senkaku/Diaoyu islands,
which are controlled by Japan,
and pushes its claims in the
South China Sea, leading to
heightened tensions with
several Southeast Asian
nations.

v

The East and South China Seas
are vital maritime trade routes,
housing essential undersea
cables and significant reserves
of oil and natural gas, making
them critical for regional and
global economies.

v

China s expandingits military
presence by building artificial
islands, military infrastructure,
and aggressive maritime
tactics, which include
harassing vessels from
neighbouring countries.

v

In reaction to China's
assertiveness, countries like
Japan and the Philippines are
increasing their defence
capabilities while shifting
policies to confront Chinese
actions.
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Rich legacy: His writings must be read widely, thi

s perhaps would be a better tribute to Bhagat Singh's life as a revolutionary than propagandism or empty political

posturing. FILE PHOTO

A life in revolution: Bhagat Singh,
aradical thinker and ideologue

A look back at the works of a revolutionary who was martyred in the fight for freedom: erudite, and a polyglot, he filled his short and tumultuous
life writing on many subjects, from communalism and inequality to religion and faith, words which have a chilling contemporary relevance

Prathmesh Kher

n our age and clime, a radical

reduced to a haiku, and the worth
of a man reduced to mere sloganeering.
Whether it is Gandhi, Ambedkar, Bose,
Savarkar, or Nehru, all are victims of this
malaise; as if those who existed in the
past serve merely the political interests of
the present. One such figure in history is
Bhagat Singh. On his birth anniversary,
we take a look back at some of the works
of the thinker and ideologue.

Literary references

Bhagat Singh was able to communicate in
Urdu, Punjabi, Hindi, and English, and
was familiar with the fundaments of
Sanskrit.

In one of his earliest pieces in 1923,
The Problem of Punjab’s Language and
Script, a 16-year-old Singh lucidly
explains the distinction between the
Gurmukhi script and the Punjabi
language, and how a language is suffused
with influences far beyond man-made
borders.

Singh’s jail notebook and letters also
reflect the eclecticism of his literary diet.

In Vishwa Prem (Universal Love),
published in November 1924, Singh
declares “Visvabandhuta (Universal
Brotherhood)! For me the greatest
meaning of this word is equality and
nothing else. None will need to cry for
bread when hungry... There would be
peace without penal codes.”

Singh extols Rana Pratap, Mazzini,
Gandhiji, Lenin, Washington, Savarkar,
Tilak, and MacSwiney as models for the
youth, and harkens to Brutus in Roman
history, and Krishna in the Mahabharata
in the article.

By 1928, the stark realities of the
Indian situation were more apparent to

» Wd Rig e A?

the young Singh.

In the article Communal Riots and their
Solution, Singh comes down hard on the
journalists of his day, writing, “These
people arouse public sentiment by
writing bold headlines in the newspapers
against one or the other and compel
people to start fighting with one
another... riots started in many locations
just because of the fact that local
newspapers had written articles that
stoked passions.”

“The actual duty of newspapers is to
educate, to liberate people from
narrow-mindedness, eradicate
fundamentalism, to help in creating a
sense of fraternity among people, and
build a common nationalism in India, but
these papers behaved in a manner
entirely antithetical to their du *
says.

he

Students and politics

“We are hearing a wide clamouring that
students should not take part in political
work,” Singh writes in a July 1928 article,
Students and Politics, explaining how the
then Punjab government required
aspiring collegiates to “sign off on an
undertaking that they will not take part in
political activities.” Singh says that an
education which will “only equip them
for clerical jobs"” would be “worthless”.
“They should study, but at the same time
they should acquire the knowledge of
politics too, and when the need arises
they should jump into the fray and
sacrifice their lives for the nation,” Singh
states.

In his June 1928 article, The Problem of
Untouchability, Singh exhorts the
“so-called untouchables, the real
iners of life” to remember that they
vere the backbone of Guru Gobind
Singh’s army. Shivaji was able to achieve
all he did with your participation and it
made him forever shine in history.” Singh

urges them to “unite to stand on your
own feet and challenge the existing order
of society.”

Declaring the idea that “since someone
is born in a poor sweeper’s family, he
shall continue cleaning toilets all his life”
as “utter nonsense”, Singh stokes the
depressed classes to “start a revolution
from a social agitation.” Singh reminds
the untouchables that they “are the
pillars of the nation and its core strength.
Awake, O sleeping lions! Rebel, raise the
banner of revolt.”

In a December 1929 article, What is
Revolution?, Singh explains, “The spirit of
revolution should always permeate the
soul of humanity so that reactionary
forces may not accumulate to check its
eternal onward march. Old order should
change, always and ever, yielding place to
new, so that one ‘good’ order may not
corrupt the world. It is in this sense that
we raise the shout ‘Long Live
Revolution’.”

In a three-part piece titled, What is
Anarchism?, published in 1928, Singh
reflects, “Anarchists are against God and
religion to begin with because they feel
this is the root of mental slavery. And
then they are against the State because it
is the root of physical slavery. They say
that motivating people with the
temptation of heaven, fear of hell, or with
the iron hand of law is the wrong
approach and it is also an insult toa
superior being like a human.”

In his 1931 Letter to Young Political
Workers, Singh writes, “According to our
definition of the term, revolution means
the complete overthrow of the existi
social order and its replacement with the
socialist order... the state, the
government machinery is just a weapon
in the hands of the ruling class to further
and safeguard its interest. We want to
snatch it, and handle it, to utilise it for the
consummation of our ideal, i.e., social

reconstruction on a new, i.e., Marxist,

Challenging faith

As an atheist and a materialist, Singh had
thought organised religion to be an
impediment to the freedom struggle in
particular and to social progress in
general. “We can see the mountain of
religion standing in our path,” Singh
writ an April 1928 article, Religion
and our Freedom Struggie. “.... a clash
between people could be instigated with
the loud recitation of Koranic verses and
Vedic mantras. The question is then, why
should we not do away with all this once
and for all?” he asks.

In Why I am an Atheist, Singh declares,
“Any man who stands for progress has to
criticise, disbelieve and challenge every
item of the old faith. Item by item, he has
to reason out every nook and corner of
the prevailing faith... An individual who
claims to be a realist has to challenge all
of ancient faith.”

In an April 1929 letter to his
compatriot Sukhdev, Singh writes about
how the emotion of “love” can elevate a
human life. Writing of Mazzini in the
aftermath of the failed rebellion, Singh
says, “He could have either gone mad or
committed suicide, but with a letter from
his beloved, he became not only as
strong as the others, but stronger than
everybody else... The character of a
person is always elevated by love; it never
shows one in a bad light provided that the
love is true love. True love can never be
created. It wells up by itself when no one
can predict.”

Bhagat Singh wrote and worked
extensively in his short and tumultuous
life. His writings must be read widely —
this perhaps would be a better tribute to
Singh's life as a revolutionary than
propagandism or empty political
posturing.

ST H
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An opportunity to rethink India’s pension system

a significant transformation over the years

with three major schemes, the Old
Pension Scheme (OPS), New Pension Scheme
(NPS), and the proposed Unified Pension Scheme
(UPS), marking the different phases of
government policy. Each scheme impacts retirees
in different ways, with the OPS often being
viewed as a more secure system compared to the
NPS, which ties retirement funds to volatile
market conditions. As the world witnesses a
retreat from neoliberal policies, the debate
around welfarism is being reignited. In this
context, the UPS requires considerable
rectification to ensure that it serves the interests
of retirees effectively.

T he pension system in India has undergone

A shift with greater individual risk

The OPS, prevalent before 2004, guaranteed a
defined benefit pension to government
employees. In this scheme, the pension amount
was fixed and determined by the last drawn
salary, and the government was solely
responsible for disbursing the pensions. The OPS
provided stability and ensured that retirees were
insulated from any financial market risks. The
reliance on a fixed percentage of the last drawn
salary for pensions meant that employees could
plan their retirements with a sense of financial
security, knowing that they would have a
guaranteed income stream throughout their
post-retirement years. The OPS reflected the
government’s commitment to social security by
excluding the market from the equation and
offering guaranteed pensions.

In 2004, the Government of India replaced the
OPS with the New Pension Scheme (NPS). Here,
the shift was from a defined-benefit model to a
defined-contribution model, wherein employee
and the government contributed towards a
pension fund, which was then invested in
financial markets. The pension payout under the
NPS is linked to the performance of these
investments, meaning retirees’ incomes are now
subject to the fluctuations of market forces.

The shift from OPS to NPS represents the
neoliberal tendency to reduce state involvement

T.T. Sreekumar

Professor, The English
and Foreign
Languages University,
Hyderabad

With the return
to welfarism
worldwide,
India’s proposed
Unified Pension
Scheme should
ensure that
retirees are
supported by a
robust welfare
system

in welfare provisions and transfer risk to
individuals. The NPS left retirees vulnerable to
market volatility, effectively placing their futures
at the mercy of speculative market conditions.
The NPS has drawn criticism because the security
once provided by the state under OPS has been
eroded. During periods of economic downturn,
retirees may face reduced returns, undermining
their financial stability.

This market-driven pension model has also
fuelled wider concerns about the
commercialisation of public welfare programmes
and the weakening of the state’s social
responsibility.

Areturn to welfarism

Globally, the era of neoliberalism that dominated
economic policy for the past few decades is
showing signs of a retreat. The 2008 financial
crisis exposed the risks associated with excessive
market reliance, leading to calls for stronger
social safety nets and a return to welfarism. The
COVID-19 pandemic further amplified these
demands, as governments worldwide were
compelled to intervene in unprecedented ways to
protect the health and livelihoods of their
citizens. India, too, is experiencing a similar shift,
with demands for the return of state-backed
welfare provisions.

The UPS, as proposed by the Narendra Modi
government, emerges in this context as an
attempt to provide universal pensions while
balancing state involvement and market
participation.

While the U-turn of the Modi government, as
pointed out by the Opposition, aims to address
the issues raised by the NPS, the UPS is still in its
nascent stages and requires significant
rectification before it can be seen as a viable
alternative to the NPS. Critics have already
pointed out that the UPS promises retirement
payouts but offers reduced returns compared to
the OPS and exposes retirees to the risks of
uncertain market-based assets. The requirement
of 25 years of service for a full pension is a
disadvantage for those who join late, while
potential underfunding raises concerns about

future pension delays or corpus depletion.

Moreover, the scheme only covers Union
government employees, excluding many public
sector workers such as teachers, and may
disincentivise further pay commissions. One of
the critical aspects of the UPS that needs
attention is the need for greater state intervention
to ensure that retirees are not left vulnerable to
market forces. While the UPS offers a universal
frameworlk, its structure should incorporate
safeguards against market fluctuations, possibly
by providing a minimum guaranteed pension
similar to the OPS.

Issue of government contribution

Another area that needs reform is the level of
government contribution. The UPS hybrid model
would not completely mitigate risks associated
with market reliance and may fail to offer a
balanced pension system. Further, ensuring the
inclusivity of the UPS across all sectors, including
informal labour, is critical. India’s vast informal
workforce currently lacks adequate pension
coverage. The UPS must broaden its scope to
provide pension security to all citizens, and not
just to government employees, aligning with the
broader return of welfarism that is gaining
momentum globally.

The comparison of the OPS, the NPS and the
UPS illustrates the tension between state-backed
welfare and market-driven policies in India’s
pension system. While the OPS provided a stable
and predictable pension income, the NPS shifted
retirees’ financial futures into the volatile realm of
market investments, creating uncertainties and
vulnerabilities. The retreat of neoliberalism and
the return to welfarism worldwide, although on a
limited scale or even notionally, provide an
opportunity to rethink India’s pension system
and strike a better balance between state
responsibility and market participation. The UPS,
if properly restructured, could become an
important tool in protecting the financial security
of retirees and addressing the shortcomings of
the NPS, ensuring that India’s retirees are not left
to the mercy of market forces but are supported
by a robust welfare system.
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