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Page 01 : GS 2 : Social Justice : Health
The Supreme Court of India stayed a notification issued by the Ministry of AYUSH in which Rule 170 of the
Drugs and Cosmetics Rules, 1945 was omitted.

The Rule  deals  with the power to take action against  objectionable or  misleading advertisements
about Ayurvedic, Siddha, and Unani drugs.

Drug Regulation in India:
The Drugs and Cosmetics Act, 1940 and Rules 1945: These have entrusted various responsibilities to
central and state regulators for regulation of drugs and cosmetics.

Central Drugs Standard Control Organisation (CDSCO):
The CDSCO under the Directorate General of Health Services, Ministry of Health & Family Welfare, is
the National Regulatory Authority (NRA) of India.

Under the Drugs and Cosmetics Act, CDSCO is responsible for -
Approval of Drugs.
Conduct of Clinical Trials.
Laying down the standards for Drugs.
Control over the quality of imported Drugs in the country.
Coordination of the activities of State Drug Control Organisations.



Daily News Analysis
                

Further  CDSCO along with state  regulators,  is  jointly
responsible for grant of licences of certain specialised categories of critical Drugs such as vaccine and
sera, etc.
The Indian government has announced plans to subject all medical devices, including implants and
contraception, to CDSCO scrutiny.

Drugs Controller General of India (DCGI):
DCGI  is  the  head  of  department  of  the  CDSCO responsible  for  approval  of  licences  of  specified
categories of drugs such as blood and blood products, vaccines and sera, etc., in India.
DCGI also sets standards for manufacturing, sales, import, and distribution of drugs in India.

About the Ayurveda, Siddha and Unani Drugs:
Definition: The  Drugs  and  Cosmetics  Act  1940  defines  Ayurvedic,  Siddha,  and  Unani  drugs  as
medicines that are used internally or externally to treat,  prevent, mitigate, or diagnose diseases or
disorders in humans or animals.
Regulation:

 The act  also  establishes  the  Ayurvedic,  Siddha,  and  Unani  Drugs  Technical  Advisory  Board
(ASUDTAB), which sets the standards for these drugs.

 The Central Government can also make or change rules regarding these drugs after consulting
with the board.

 Schedule T under Drugs and Cosmetics Act 1940: Schedule T describes the Good Manufacturing
Practice for Ayurvedic, Siddha and Unani Medicines.

The SC’s Efforts to Protect Consumers from Being Trapped by Misleading Ads:
In a contempt case against Patanjali Ayurved Limited, the SC (on May 7,2024) directed that advertisers
should  submit  self-declarations  that  they  are  not  misrepresenting  or  making  false  claims  about
products before promoting them in the media.
However, the Ministry of AYUSH (on July 1, 2024) notified that Rule 170 of the Drugs and Cosmetics
Rules, 1945 was no longer operational.
According to the ministry, the basis of this notification is a recommendation made by the ASUDTAB.
In its recent order, the SC stays centre’s notification (dated July 1) to omit Rule 170 of the Drugs and
Cosmetics Rules, 1945, as it runs contrary to directions issued by this court..

UPSC Mains PYQ : 2019
Ques : How is the Government of India protecting traditional knowledge of medicine from
patenting by pharmaceutical companies?



Daily News Analysis
                

Page 02 : GS 2 : Social Justice -
Vulnerable Sections

Sanitation  workers  in  Mumbai  face  dangerous  conditions  cleaning  stormwater  drains,  often  manually
handling sewage.

Despite  regulations  against  manual  scavenging,  workers  remain  unprotected  due  to  gaps  in
recognition and enforcement.
Seasonal  migration  and  child  labour  further  complicate  their  situation,  with  inadequate
infrastructure and safety measures exacerbating their vulnerability.

Issues faced by sanitation workers:
Hazardous  Conditions: Sanitation  workers  are  often  required  to  clean  stormwater  drains  and
sewers manually, exposing them to toxic substances and unsafe conditions, including direct contact
with sewage.
Lack of Recognition: Manual scavenging in stormwater drains is not officially recognized, which
prevents workers from receiving proper protections and benefits  under laws prohibiting manual
scavenging.
Regulatory Gaps: Inadequate separation of sewers from stormwater drains results in the discharge
of sewage into drains, increasing the risk and difficulty of sanitation work.
Temporary Employment: Workers are often seasonal migrants, with unstable income and limited
job security, exacerbating their vulnerability and lack of access to social protections.
Inadequate Safety Measures: Despite regulations mandating safety gear, workers frequently work
without proper protection, as enforcement of safety standards is insufficient.
Generational Poverty: The sanitation work is often inherited across generations, trapping families
in a cycle of poverty and limiting opportunities for upward mobility.
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Child Labour: Children from these communities are
often involved in hazardous work, impacting their education and future prospects.
Lack of Accountability: There is a lack of proper tracking and record-keeping, which hinders efforts
to ensure fair treatment and rehabilitation of workers.

Way Forward:
Enforce Safety Regulations: Strictly implement and monitor adherence to safety standards and
provide necessary protective gear for workers.
Acknowledge Manual Scavenging: Officially recognize manual scavenging in stormwater drains to
ensure workers receive appropriate benefits and protections.
Improve Infrastructure: Upgrade drainage systems to separate sewage from stormwater, reducing
the risk and difficulty of cleaning tasks.
Support Stable Employment: Provide stable  and secure employment opportunities  to  migrant
workers to reduce their economic vulnerability.
Enhance  Child Protection: Implement  measures  to  prevent  child  labour  and ensure  access  to
education and support for affected children.
Strengthen Record-Keeping: Establish comprehensive tracking systems for workers to ensure fair
treatment and facilitate rehabilitation efforts.

UPSC Prelims PYQ : 2016
Ques : ‘Rashtriya Garima Abhiyaan’ is a national campaign to :

(a) rehabilitate  the  homeless  and  destitute  persons  and  provide  them  with  suitable
sources of livelihood

(b) release the sex workers from their practice and provide them with alternative sources
of livelihood

(c) eradicate the practice of manual scavenging and rehabilitate the manual scavengers
(d) release the bonded labourers from their bondage and rehabilitate them

Ans: (c) 
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Page 10 : GS 2 : Governance – Important aspects of governance – Transparency and
accountability; GS 4:  Ethics –  Ethics in civil services & public administration

Hindenburg Research’s  report  exposed conflicts  of  interest  involving  SEBI  Chairperson Madhabi  Buch,
including investments in an offshore fund linked to Adani Enterprises and ownership of a consulting firm
active during her SEBI tenure.

These revelations raise concerns about SEBI’s integrity and its handling of investigations, notably
into the Adani group.

Conflict of Interest for SEBI Chief:
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Investment in Offshore Fund: Madhabi Buch and
Dhaval  Buch invested over ₹5.6 crore in Bermuda-based Global  Dynamic Opportunities Fund in
2015,  managed  by  Anil  Ahuja,  an  Adani  Enterprises  director  at  the  time.  Buch  redeemed  this
investment in 2018 while serving as a SEBI member.
Undisclosed  Holdings: Madhabi  Buch  owned  99%  of  Agora  Advisory  Private  Limited,  which
remained active and profitable during her SEBI tenure, violating SEBI’s conflict of interest code.
Promotion  of  REITs: Buch’s  husband  works  for  Blackstone,  benefiting  from  SEBI’s  favourable
decisions on Real Estate Investment Trusts (REITs), raising concerns about preferential treatment.

Issues:
Potential lack of transparency and regulatory integrity.
Questions on SEBI’s role in the Adani group investigation.
Violation of SEBI’s conflict of interest rules by the chairperson.

Conflict Of Interest In Governance:
Definition: Conflict  of  interest  in  governance occurs  when an individual’s  personal  interests  or
relationships could improperly influence their official duties, leading to biassed decisions or actions.

Importance for Civil Servants to Avoid:
Maintains Integrity: Ensures that decisions are made based on fairness and merit, not personal
gain or relationships.
Builds Public Trust: Upholds the credibility and trustworthiness  of  public  institutions and their
representatives.
Prevents  Corruption: Reduces  the  risk  of  corrupt  practices  and  unfair  advantages  in  public
administration.
Legal Compliance: Adheres to ethical standards and legal requirements set for public servants.
Promotes Accountability: Facilitates a clear accountability mechanism, where actions and decisions
can be scrutinised without bias or personal interest.

Ways to Avoid Conflict of Interest in Civil Service:
Disclosure: Regularly  disclose  any  personal,  financial,  or  familial  interests  that  might  influence
decision-making.
Recusal: Abstain from participating in decisions or processes where a conflict of interest is present.
Ethics Training: Participate in ongoing ethics and compliance training to understand and manage
potential conflicts.
Transparency: Ensure all decisions and actions are transparent and well-documented to prevent
perceptions of bias.
Clear Guidelines: Follow established codes of conduct and conflict-of-interest guidelines specific to
the civil service.
Third-Party  Review: Seek  advice  from  ethics  committees  or  independent  reviewers  to  handle
potential conflicts appropriately.
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UPSC Prelims PYQ : 2014
Ques: With reference to India, consider the following statements :
1. Retail investors through demat account can invest in ‘Treasury Bills’ and ‘Government of
India Debt Bonds’ in primary market.
2.  The  Negotiated  Dealing  System Order  Matching’  is  a  government  securities  trading
platform of the Reserve Bank of India.
3. The ‘Central Depository Services Ltd.’ is jointly promoted by the Reserve Bank of India
and the Bombay Stock Exchange.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
a) 1 only
b) 1 and 2
c) 3 only
d) 2 and 3
Ans : b)
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Page : 12 : Prelims Fact
India’s rising liquid fuel consumption, expected
to reach 6.6 million barrels per day by 2028.

Alongside  the  decrease  in  crude  oil
exports  from  West  Asia  due  to  OPEC+
production  cuts,  Indian  refiners  might
turn  to  alternative  sources  from  the
Americas.
With  West  Asia’s  share  of  imports
dropping  and  increasing  non-OPEC+
production  from countries  like  the  U.S.,
Brazil, Guyana, and Canada, India is likely
to diversify its crude oil sources.

Key Differences Between OPEC and OPEC+:
Formation: OPEC was formed in 1960 by
Iraq,  Iran,  Kuwait,  Saudi  Arabia,  and
Venezuela.  OPEC+  was  established  in
2016,  including  10  non-OPEC  oil
producers such as Russia.
Members: OPEC  has  13  member
countries.  OPEC+ extends beyond OPEC
to include additional countries like Russia,
expanding its influence.
Objectives: OPEC’s  primary  goal  is  to
coordinate  petroleum  policies  among
member  countries.  OPEC+  aims  to
include  both  OPEC  and  non-OPEC
producers  in  managing  oil  production
and prices.
Production  Control: OPEC  sets
production targets solely for its members.
OPEC+  coordinates  production  targets
among  both  OPEC  and  non-OPEC
countries, including major producers like Russia.
Market Influence: OPEC+ controls a larger share of global oil  production (about 59% in 2022)
compared to OPEC alone, enhancing its impact on global oil prices.
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UPSC Prelims PYQ : 2011
Ques: In the context of global oil prices, "Brent crude oil" is frequently referred to in
the news. What does this term imply?
1. It is a major classification of crude oil.
2. It is sourced from the North Sea.
3. It does not contain sulfur.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
a) 2 only
b) 1 and 2 only
c) 1 and 3 only
d) 1, 2 and 3
Ans : b)
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Location In News : Chile’s Atacama Salt
Flat sinking due to Lithium Mining

A recent study published in journal IEEE Transactions on Geoscience and Remote Sensing has found that
Chile’s Atacama salt flat (Salar de Atacama) is sinking at a rate of 1 to 2 centimetres per year due to lithium
brine extraction.

Lithium brine extraction involves pumping salt-rich water to the surface and letting it evaporate in
ponds to collect lithium.

About Salar de Atacama  
The  Salar  de  Atacama  in  Chile  boasts  the
highest  lithium  concentration  (0.15%  by
weight) among all brine sources worldwide.
Argentina boasts more than half of the world’s
total lithium resources.
It  holds  the  distinction  of  having  the  2nd-
largest  lithium  resources,  the  3rd-largest
lithium  reserves,  and  the  4th-largest  lithium
production in the world.
It is a part of the Lithium Triangle comprising
of  Uyuni  (Bolivia)  and  Hombre  Muerto
(Argentina).

Key Findings of the Study:
Researchers analyzed satellite data from 2020
to 2023 to observe deformations in the Earth’s
crust in the salt flat.
The  area  experiencing  subsidence  measures
approximately 8 km north to south and 5 km
east to west.
The  study  indicates  that  subsidence  occurs
because the rate of  lithium brine pumping is
faster than the recharge rate of aquifers, leading to the ground sinking.

What is Lithium?
Lithium is an alkali metal, often referred to as ‘white gold’ due to its value and color.
It is a soft, silvery-white metal, and notably, it is the lightest metal on the periodic table.
It is typically found in various minerals like spodumene, petalite, and lepidolite, from which it is
extracted and refined.
The leading producers of lithium are Australia, Chile, China, and Argentina.

Effects of Lithium Mining on Environment:
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Water Use: Lithium mining, especially from salt flats
and brine pools, requires substantial water usage, which can deplete local water resources in arid
areas.
Ecological  Disruption: The  extraction  process  can  alter  the  chemical  balance  of  the  natural
environment, affecting local flora and fauna.
Pollution: Mining  and  processing lithium can  release  harmful  chemicals  into  the  environment,
impacting air and water quality.
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Page : 08 Editorial Analysis 
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Context :
This article discusses the global response to the mpox (formerly monkeypox) outbreak, which has
been declared a Public Health Emergency of International Concern (PHEIC) by the WHO.
It emphasises the importance of international cooperation, vaccine production, equitable access,
and the role of technology transfers to address the crisis effectively.

Public Health Emergency
Less than five years after the COVID-19 pandemic, the world faces a new threat as the World Health
Organization  (WHO)  declares  mpox  (formerly  monkeypox)  a  Public  Health  Emergency  of
International Concern (PHEIC).
The outbreak began in the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) and has spread to over a dozen
African countries. Cases have also been reported in Sweden, Pakistan, and the Philippines, indicating
global transmission.
This  declaration  follows  the  Africa  Centres  for  Disease  Control  and  Prevention’s  (AfricaCDC)
declaration of a Public Health Emergency of Continental Security (PHECS), marking the first instance
where both regional and global health emergencies have been declared for the same disease.

Role of WHO in Post-2024 IHR Amendments
This  is  the  first  PHEIC  declared  since  the  May  2024  amendments  to  the  International  Health
Regulations (IHR),  emphasising equity as a core principle,  although these reforms take effect in
2025.
WHO’s role as a facilitator of essential medical products during emergencies will be expanded, and
the global response to mpox must align with these values.

Significance of International Cooperation

GS Paper 02 : Social Justice – Health

(UPSC CSE (M) GS-2 : 2018) Critically examine the role of WHO in providing global
health security during the Covid-19 pandemic. (150 w/10m) 

UPSC Mains Practice Question Discuss the significance of international cooperation
and equitable vaccine access in managing the mpox outbreak, in light of recent
global health emergencies and the lessons learned from the COVID-19 pandemic.
(150 w /10 m)
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A PHEIC declaration is meant to foster collaboration
among countries, international organisations, and non-governmental entities.
This  triggers  the  rapid  mobilisation  of  financial  and  technical  resources,  including  emergency
funding, medical supplies, and deployment of health-care workers.

Vaccine Availability and the Mpox Response
One critical difference between the mpox outbreak and COVID-19 is the availability of a vaccine.
The Modified  Vaccinia  Ankara-Bavarian Nordic  (MVA-BN),  also  known as  Jynneos,  is  already in
production.
Regulatory authorities  in  the EU,  UK,  US,  Switzerland,  and Canada have approved the MVA-BN
vaccine.
Indian manufacturers are positioned to play a vital role in producing and distributing the vaccine,
similar to their contributions during the COVID-19 pandemic with the production of Covishield.

Addressing Vaccine Production Challenges
The AfricaCDC estimates a need for 10 million doses of the vaccine to combat the outbreak, but
only 0.21 million doses are currently available. Bavarian Nordic has the capacity to manufacture 10
million doses by the end of 2025.
Indian manufacturers like the Serum Institute of India, Bharat Biotech, and Zydus Cadila have the
expertise to scale up vaccine production.
Expanding  production  will  require  technology  transfers  and  the  sharing  of  patents,  biological
resources, and crucial know-how.

The Role of Technology Transfers
Comprehensive  technology  transfers  are  vital  for  scaling  up production,  especially  in  low-  and
middle-income countries (LMICs), ensuring they are not reliant on “charity” from wealthier nations.
India’s  government  should  negotiate  with  Bavarian  Nordic  and  collaborate  with  international
organisations like WHO, Gavi, and CEPI to facilitate the transfer of technology and manufacturing
capabilities.
On August 7, India’s drug regulatory agency, CDSCO, waived the requirement for clinical trials for
drugs and vaccines approved in countries like the US, UK, and EU, which will expedite the availability
of critical vaccines like MVA-BN in India.

Conclusion
The global response to the mpox outbreak presents an opportunity to demonstrate a commitment
to equitable health care by ensuring widespread vaccine access, especially to those most in need.
Prioritising technology transfers and leveraging India’s manufacturing capabilities will help prevent
further outbreaks and strengthen preparedness for future public health emergencies.

Major Learnings from the COVID-19 Pandemic
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Vaccine Manufacturing Capabilities: The COVID-
19  pandemic  exposed  significant  gaps  in  vaccine  manufacturing  capabilities,  particularly  in  the
Global South. This inadequacy was exacerbated by limited technology transfers and a lack of know-
how to produce vaccines developed in high-income countries.
o The current response to the Mpox outbreak reflects similar challenges, emphasizing the need for

robust local manufacturing capabilities to ensure equitable access to vaccines.
Global  Cooperation: The  pandemic  underscored the  necessity  of  international  collaboration in
health emergencies. The WHO’s declaration of Mpox as a PHEIC aims to foster this cooperation,
encouraging  countries  and  organizations  to  share  information  and  resources  to  combat  the
outbreak.
Equity in Health Responses: The recent amendments to the International Health Regulations (IHR)
include equity as a core principle, which is crucial for ensuring that all countries, particularly those in
lower-middle-income regions, have access to essential medical products during emergencies.

About Mpox 
Mpox, also known as monkeypox, is a DNA virus. It belongs to the family Poxviridae, which consists
of large, double-stranded DNA viruses.
o The virus was first identified in monkeys in 1958 but has since been found to infect humans as

well.
Transmission: Mpox  is  primarily  transmitted  to  humans  from animals,  particularly  rodents  and
primates, through direct contact or through contaminated objects.
Symptoms: Mpox infection in humans typically presents with fever, headache, muscle aches, and a
characteristic rash that progresses from macules to papules to vesicles and pustules.
Vaccination:  While  a  vaccine  for  mpox  exists,  its  availability  and  effectiveness  are  limited,
highlighting the need for improved prevention and control measures.

Difference Between Small Pox, Chicken Pox, Mpox

Feature Smallpox Monkeypox Chickenpox

Virus Variola virus Monkeypox virus Varicella-zoster virus 
(VZV)

Severity
Highly severe, 
often fatal

Milder than smallpox, 
rarely fatal

Mild

Status Eradicated in 1980 Endemic in Central and Common childhood 
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West Africa, cases 
emerging elsewhere

illness, less common 
due to vaccination

Transmissio
n

Highly contagious 
through 
respiratory 
droplets and 
contact with 
infected lesions

Spread through contact 
with infected animals, 
lesions, or bodily fluids

Highly contagious 
through respiratory 
droplets and contact 
with lesions

Symptoms

Fever, headache, 
severe fatigue, 
vomiting, followed
by a deep-seated, 
pus-filled rash

Fever,  headache,  swollen
lymph nodes, followed by
a  rash  that  progresses
through stages

Fever, fatigue, loss of 
appetite, followed by an
itchy, fluid-filled rash

Vaccination No longer needed

Not routinely 
recommended, may be 
given to high-risk 
individuals

Routine vaccination for 
children and adults who
haven't had chickenpox

Association of Southeast Asian Nations
Important Institution
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What is ASEAN?

The Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) is a regional association that was founded to
maintain social stability and political equilibrium among Asia’s post-colonial states amid escalating
conflicts. 
“One Vision, One Identity,  One Community” is its motto. The 8th of August is celebrated as the
ASEAN Day. The ASEAN Secretariat is based in Jakarta, Indonesia.

Origin of ASEAN

The  ASEAN  Declaration  (Bangkok  Declaration)  was  signed  by  the  original  members  of  the
organization in 1967.
Indonesia,  Malaysia,  the  Philippines,  Singapore,  and  Thailand  are  the  originating  members  of
ASEAN.
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Members of the ASEAN

ASEAN consists of ten member countries. The ASEAN countries list include the following:
1. Thailand
2. Singapore
3. Vietnam
4. Laos
5. Indonesia
6. Myanmar
7. Philippines
8. Brunei
9. Malaysia
10. Cambodia

ASEAN Objectives

To encourage proactive engagement and reciprocal support in the social, cultural, economic,
scientific, administrative and technological spheres on subjects of shared relevance.
Maintaining strong and mutually advantageous relationships with current global and territorial
organizations.
To work together  more efficiently  to maximize the use of  agriculture and industry,  expand
commerce, enhance infrastructure and transportation, and raise citizens’ quality of life.
To encourage the study of Southeast Asian regions.
To work for a successful and harmonious Southeast Asian neighborhood, to promote economic
progress, social improvement, and cultural growth.
To foster regional harmony and security via an adherence to fairness and by maintaining a
system of law, as well as conformity to the United Nations Charter’s ideals.
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