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Page 01 : Prelims Fact
The Cyclone Asna, the first August Arabian Sea storm since 1976, formed
over Gujarat’s Kutch coast, bringing heavy rainfall and causing 32 fatalities
in Gujarat.

Over 18,000 people were evacuated due to floods.

Cyclone Asna:
Formation: Cyclone Asna formed over the Kutch coast in Gujarat
and adjoining areas of Pakistan.
Impact: Caused light to moderate rainfall in Gujarat, with heavy to
very heavy rainfall in Kutch and Saurashtra.
Movement: Expected to move away from the western coast in the
next 48 hours, heading towards the Arabian Sea.
Historical Context: This is the first cyclonic storm in the Arabian
Sea  in  August  since  1976.  Previous  August  cyclones  occurred  in
1976, 1964, and 1944.
Name  Origin: “Asna”  means  “the  one  to  be  acknowledged  or
praised” in Pakistan.

UPSC Prelims PYQ : 2020
Ques : Consider the following statements: 

1. Jet streams occur in the Northern Hemisphere only.
2. Only some cyclones develop an eye.
3. The temperature inside the eye of a cyclone is nearly 10ºC lesser

than that of the surroundings.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

(a) 1 only
(b) 2 and 3 only
(c) 2 only
(d) 1 and 3 only

Ans: c)
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Page 01 : Prelims Fact
India’s real GDP growth slowed to 6.7% in Q1 2024-25, the slowest in five quarters, missing the RBI’s 7.1%
forecast.

However,  real  Gross Value Added (GVA) outpaced GDP, growing 6.8%, driven by the secondary
sector.

 Reasons For This Slowdown :
Election-related expenditure drop: Government spending, including capital expenditure, slowed
due to the conduct of general elections, reducing public investments.
Public capital expenditure decline: Public capital expenditure, including projects funded by the
Centre, States, and public sector firms, fell by 33.3% compared to the previous year.
Statistical base effects: High growth in certain sectors during the previous quarters created a base
effect, leading to slower growth in the current quarter.
Global uncertainties: External factors like global economic uncertainties, inflationary pressures, and
fluctuating commodity prices affected private investment and consumption.
Monetary policy tightening: Hawkish policies by the RBI, aimed at controlling inflation, may have
dampened growth in some sectors.
Slower services sector growth: Key services, such as trade, hotels, and transport, registered slower
growth due to a high base from last year and weaker demand recovery in these areas.
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UPSC Prelims PYQ : 2015
Ques : With reference to Indian economy, consider the following statements: 

The rate of growth of Real Gross Domestic Product has steadily increased in the last decade.
The Gross Domestic Product at market prices (in rupees) has steadily increased in the last decade.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

(a) 1 only
(b) 2 only
(c) Both 1 and 2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2

Ans: b)
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Page 03 : GS 2 : International Relations – India
and its neighbourhood

External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar declared the end of the era of “uninterrupted dialogue” with Pakistan,
reflecting strained relations since 2016 due to cross-border terrorism.

He emphasised that neighbouring relationships are complex and dynamic, and India will respond
actively to future developments with Pakistan.

End of “Uninterrupted Dialogue”
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External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar stated that the
age of “uninterrupted dialogue” with Pakistan has ended.
India’s relationship with Pakistan has been frozen since at least 2016, following a surge in cross-
border terrorist attacks, such as those in Pathankot and Uri.

Neighbouring Relationships
The  foreign  minister  emphasised  that  relations  with  neighbouring  countries  are  ongoing  and
dynamic.
He noted that every country faces issues with its neighbours, highlighting that such relationships
inherently involve complications.
Jaishankar cited political developments in Bangladesh and the Maldives to illustrate the nature of
neighbouring relationships.

Current Status and Future Prospects
Jaishankar declared that Article 370, related to Jammu and Kashmir, is no longer an issue.
The focus now is on determining what kind of relationship can be envisioned with Pakistan moving
forward.
He assured that  India is  not passive and will  respond to developments in the relationship with
Pakistan, whether they are positive or negative.

UPSC Mains PYQ : 2015
Ques: Terrorist activities and mutual distrust have clouded India-Pakistan relations. To what
extent  the  use  of  som  power  like  sports  and  cultural  exchanges  could  help  generate
goodwill between the two countries? Discuss with suitable examples.
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Page 13 : GS 3 : Indian Economy
The Directorate General of Trade Remedies (DGTR) under the Ministry of Commerce and Industry
has recommended the imposition of an anti-dumping duty on aluminium foils imported from China.
This  recommendation  follows  concerns  that  Chinese  imports  have  captured  30% of  the  Indian
market, despite sufficient domestic production capacity.

About the News:              

What is Anti-Dumping Duty?

Anti-dumping duty is a tariff imposed on imports manufactured in foreign countries that are priced
below the fair market value of similar goods in the domestic market.
The government imposes anti-dumping duty on foreign imports when it believes that the goods are
being “dumped” – through the low pricing – in the domestic market.
Anti-dumping duty is imposed to protect local businesses and markets from unfair competition by
foreign imports.
Thus, the purpose of anti-dumping duty is to rectify the trade distortive effect of dumping and re-
establish fair trade.
The use of anti-dumping measure as an instrument of fair competition is permitted by the World
Trade Organization (WTO). 
The WTO allows the government of the affected country to take legal action against the dumping
country as long as there is evidence of genuine material injury to industries in the domestic market.
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The  government  must  show  that  dumping  took
place, the extent of the dumping in terms of costs, and the injury or threat to cause injury to the
domestic market.
While the intention of anti-dumping duties is to protect local businesses and markets, these tariffs
can also lead to higher prices for domestic consumers.

Directorate General of Trade Remedies

It is the apex national authority under the Ministry of Commerce and Industry for administering all
trade remedial measures including anti-dumping, countervailing duties and safeguard measures.
It provides trade defence support to the domestic industry and exporters in dealing with increasing
instances of trade remedy investigations instituted against them by other countries.

Inquiry Initiated by Domestic Producers

The investigation was initiated following a request from Hindalco, one of India’s largest aluminium
manufacturers, along with other companies like Shyam Sel & Power Ltd, Venkateshwara Electrocast
Pvt. Ltd, and Ravi Raj Foils Ltd.
They argued that the surge in cheap imports from China was harming domestic industries.

Impact on Domestic Industry

The DGTR found that the prices  of  Chinese aluminium foil  imports,  particularly those up to 80
microns, were undercutting the prices of the domestic industry,  forcing Indian producers to sell
below the cost of production.
The recommended anti-dumping duty ranges from $619 to $873 per tonne.

Domestic Production Capacity

During the period of investigation (POI), the combined capacity and production of the domestic
producers were 1,32,140 MT and 69,572 MT, respectively, representing 45% of capacity and 54% of
production in the Indian market.

Concerns Over Market Monopoly

Some industry stakeholders have expressed concerns that imposing duties could create a monopoly
in the market.
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They  warned  that  it  could  adversely  affect
downstream producers by limiting their ability to source aluminium foils with good product quality
and lead times, potentially impacting their ability to meet customer demands.

What is Countervailing duty (CVD)?

It  is  a  specific  form  of  duty  that  the  government  imposes  to  protect  domestic  producers  by
countering the negative impact of import subsidies. CVD is thus an import tax by the importing
country on imported products.

Why is CVD imposed?

Foreign  governments  sometimes  provide  subsidies  to  their  producers  to  make  their  products
cheaper and boost their demand in other countries.
To avoid flooding the market in the importing country with these goods, the government of the
importing country imposes CVD, charging a specific amount on the import of such goods.
The duty nullifies and eliminates the price advantage enjoyed by an imported product.
WTO permits the imposition of CVD by its member countries. Countervailing duty v/s Anti-dumping
duty Anti-dumping duty is imposed to prevent low-priced foreign goods from damaging the local
market.
On the other hand, CVD will apply to foreign products that have enjoyed government subsidies,
which eventually leads to very low prices.
While the Anti-dumping duty amount depends on the margin of dumping, the CVD amount will
completely depend on the subsidy value of the foreign goods.  

UPSC Prelims PYQ : 2020
Ques  : With reference to the international trade of India at present,  which of the
following statements is/are correct? 
1. India’s merchandise exports are less than its merchandise imports.
2. India’s imports of iron and steel, chemicals, fertilizers and machinery have decreased in

recent years.
3. India’s exports of services are more than its imports of services. 
4. India suffers from an overall trade/current account deficit.
Select the correct answer using the code given below:
(a) 1 and 2 only
(b) 2 and 4 only
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(c) 3 only
(d) 1, 3 and 4 only

Ans: d)
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Term In News : D-Voter
The Assam Chief Minister recently announced that nearly 1.2 lakh people in the state have been
identified as 'D' (Dubious or Doubtful) voters, with 41,583 declared as foreigners.

About D-Voter:

The concept of D-Voter is unique to Assam, where migration and citizenship are among the biggest
political fault lines.
It was introduced in Assam in 1997 by the Election Commission, targeting those who could not
prove their Indian nationality. 
Those persons whose citizenship was doubtful or was under dispute were categorized as ‘D- Voters’
during the preparation of the National Register of Citizens in Assam.
‘Doubtful voter’ or ‘doubtful citizenship’ have not been defined in the Citizenship Act, 1955, or the
Citizenship Rules of 2003.
The Citizenship Rules, 2003, was framed under the provisions of the Citizenship (Amendment) Act,
2003.
The rules framed in  2003 list  out the steps to be followed for the preparation of  the National
Population Register (NPR) and the National Register of Indian Citizens (NRIC).



Daily News Analysis
                

Under subsection 4 of section 4 that deals with the
preparation of NRIC, it  has been only mentioned that details of individuals whose citizenship is
doubtful will be entered by the Local Registrar with ‘appropriate remark in the population register
for further enquiry’.
A family or individual is notified in a specific pro forma as soon as the verification process concludes
whether they have been classified as a dubious citizen (D-Category).
Before deciding whether or not to add their name to the register, they are alsogiven the opportunity
to be heard by the Taluk, or Sub-district Registrar of Citizenship. The Registrar has ninety days to
complete and justify his findings.
Because their Indian citizenship has not been verified, doubtful voters are not allowed to vote in
elections.
They are also not permitted to run for office in the nation's elections.
The marking as doubtful voter is a temporary measure and cannot be prolonged. A decision in a
definite period of time must be taken. 
According to the documentation provided, if it is determined that the individual is a foreign national
or an illegal immigrant, they may be deported or placed in a detention centre. 
D- Voters also have the option to apply and get their names included in NRC.
They will be included only after they get clearance from the Foreigners Tribunals and their names
are removed from electoral rolls under the ‘D’ category.
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Page : 06 Editorial Analysis 
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Context :
This article explores the complexities of categorization in governance, politics, and identity, focusing
on the fluidity of sex and gender.
It  highlights  the  evolving  debate  on gender  identity,  individualism,  and societal  fragmentation,
particularly in the West, where traditional views of sex are challenged by the growing acceptance of
gender as a personal choice.

Introduction:
Categorisation is  fundamental  to  governance  and politics,  affecting  people,  places,  events,  and
human activities.
The 2024 Paris Olympics showcased both the rigidity and fluidity of categories.
Indian wrestler Vinesh Phogat was disqualified for being overweight by 100 grams, a decision widely
accepted.
Algerian  boxer  Imane  Khelif  faced  challenges  over  her  sex,  which  led  to  controversies  and
disqualification in 2023.

Contested Categories: Weight vs. Sex
Phogat’s disqualification due to overweight was accepted as objective.
Khelif’s sex was questioned despite her passport and birth assignment stating she was female.
While weight is an objective fact, sex has become a subject of debate.
Methods used to determine sex, such as chromosomes and hormone levels, have been challenged.
Sex,  though  biological,  is  increasingly  seen  as  alterable,  especially  in  light  of  gender  identity
discussions.

Fluidity in Governance:

GS Paper 02 : Governance & Social Justice

(UPSC CSE (M) GS-2 : 2021) Can the vicious cycle of gender inequality, poverty and
malnutrition  be  broken  through  microfinancing  of  women  SHGs?  Explain  with
examples. (250 w/15m) 

UPSC  Mains  Practice  Question Discuss  the  challenges  posed  by  the  fluidity  of
categories like sex and gender in governance and politics, with reference to recent
global events. (150 w /10 m)
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Throughout history, fluid categories like citizenship,
crime, and politics have been sources of conflict.
Today’s  political  issues  include  questions  about  ethnicity  (e.g.,  Kamala  Harris)  and  caste
classifications in India.
Modernity  embraced  individualism,  separating  individuals  from  community-based  norms,  and
prioritising atomised individualism.
The individual, once viewed as indivisible, is now challenged by the fluidity of sex and gender.

Sex as a Point of Agreement:
Historically, sex categories (male and female) were universally agreed upon across faiths, political
ideologies, and science.
British biologist Richard Dawkins argued that sex categories are a rare exception to the fluidity of
the natural world.
He stated that procreation relies on the union of male and female, with intersex individuals being
exceptions.

New Idea of Sex as Choice:
The concept of sex as choice, guided by gender perception, challenges traditional views.
According to the Canadian Institutes of Health Research, sex refers to biological attributes, while
gender relates to socially constructed roles and identities.
Sex is biological; gender is how one feels, leading to contentious questions about gender-affirming
care and the age of consent.
This debate is central to current U.S. political discourse.

Individualism and Body-Mind Relationship:
Historically, individualism emphasised the inviolability of both the body and the mind.
The body was considered sacrosanct, with medical interventions aimed at restoring, not altering it.
Gender-affirming care changes this body-mind relationship, suggesting that the body should align
with the fluidity of the mind.
This idea challenges the longest-held belief that male and female identities are permanent.

Science and Evidence in Gender Debate:
Both proponents and opponents of gender-affirming care use science and data to support their
arguments.
Modern technology enforces categories but also allows individuals to defy them.
Science is not only about discovering reality but also creating new realities.
Technological  advances  shift  medical  interventions  from  being  restorative  to  transformative,
possibly leading to sex following gender as a matter of personal choice.

Conclusion:
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Gender ideology has created a divide in the U.S. and
the West, with one side holding onto traditional views and the other dismantling the notion of the
inviolable individual.
The debate on gender and sex reflects deeper societal questions about identity, governance, and
the role of technology in shaping the future..



Daily News Analysis
                

The South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation (SAARC) was established with the signing of
the SAARC Charter in Dhaka on 8 December 1985.

South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation



Daily News Analysis
                

The idea of regional cooperation in South Asia was
first raised in November 1980. After consultations, the foreign secretaries of the seven founding
countries—Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, Maldives, Nepal, Pakistan, and Sri  Lanka—met for the first
time in Colombo in April 1981.
Afghanistan became the newest member of SAARC at the 13th annual summit in 2005.
The Headquarters and Secretariat of the Association are at Kathmandu, Nepal.

Principles

Cooperation within the framework of the SAARC shall be based on:
o Respect for the principles of sovereign equality, territorial integrity, political independence,

non-interference in the internal affairs of other States and mutual benefit.
o Such cooperation shall not be a substitute for bilateral and multilateral cooperation but shall

complement them.
o Such cooperation shall not be inconsistent with bilateral and multilateral obligations.

Members of SAARC

SAARC comprises of eight member States:
o Afghanistan
o Bangladesh
o Bhutan
o India
o Maldives
o Nepal
o Pakistan
o Sri Lanka

There are currently nine Observers to SAARC, namely:
o Australia,
o China,
o The European Union,
o Iran,
o Japan,
o The Republic of Korea,
o Mauritius,
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o Myanmar,
o The United States of America.

Objectives of the SAARC

To promote the welfare of the people of South Asia and to improve their quality of life.
To accelerate economic growth,  social  progress  and cultural  development in  the region and to
provide all individuals the opportunity to live in dignity and to realize their full potentials.
To promote and strengthen collective self-reliance among the countries of South Asia.
To contribute to mutual trust, understanding and appreciation of one another’s problems..
To promote active collaboration and mutual assistance in the economic, social, cultural, technical
and scientific fields.
To strengthen cooperation with other developing countries.
To  strengthen  cooperation  among  themselves  in  international  forums  on  matters  of  common
interests, and
To cooperate with international and regional organizations with similar aims and purposes.


