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Page 01 : GS 2 : Indian Polity – Judiciary 

The Supreme Court, in a three-judge bench led by Chief Justice D Y Chandrachud, upheld the 

Constitutional validity of the Uttar Pradesh Board of Madarsa Education Act, 2004. This Act regulates 

madarsa education in Uttar Pradesh. 

 Previously, in March, the Allahabad High Court struck down the Act, citing a violation of secularism 

principles. However, the Supreme Court stayed this High Court ruling in April, allowing the Act to 

remain effective until the Supreme Court's final decision. 

 The recent verdict affirms the law’s legitimacy, emphasizing its compliance with Constitutional 

standards. 

 

2004 UP Madarsa Act 

 Background and Purpose of the Madarsa Act 

o The Uttar Pradesh Board of Madarsa Education Act, 2004, establishes a legal framework for 

madarsa education in Uttar Pradesh. 

o This Act enables madarsas to teach both the National Council of Educational Research and 

Training (NCERT) curriculum and religious studies. 

 Madarsa Board 

o It also set up the Uttar Pradesh Board of Madarsa Education, primarily comprising members from 

the Muslim community, to oversee and standardize madarsa education. 
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o Roles and Functions of the Madarsa Board 

o Under Section 9 of the Act, the Board’s responsibilities include designing course material and 

conducting exams. 

o It provides standardized examinations for courses ranging from ‘Maulvi’ (equivalent to Class 10) 

to ‘Fazil’ (equivalent to a Master's degree). 

Background of the present case 

 Legal Challenge to the Act 

o A lawyer filed a petition against the Madarsa Act, arguing that it violated several constitutional 

provisions: 

▪ Article 14: Right to equality before the law 

▪ Article 15: Prohibition of discrimination on religious grounds 

▪ Article 21-A: Right to free and compulsory education for children aged 6 to 14 

o The petitioner claimed that the Act did not provide quality compulsory education up to Class 8 

or universal access to quality education, as mandated by Article 21-A. 

Matter reaches Allahabad HC 

 Key Issues Raised Before the Allahabad High Court 

o Secularism and the Madarsa Act: Whether the provisions of the Madarsa Act align with 

secularism. 

o Religious Exclusivity in Board Membership: The Act’s requirement for Board members to 

belong to a specific religion was questioned, with arguments for allowing members from diverse 

backgrounds with expertise in education, regardless of religion. 

o Administration Under the Minority Welfare Department: Whether it was arbitrary to place 

the Board under the Minority Welfare Department instead of the Education Ministry. 

o Access to Educational Expertise and Policies: Whether it was unfair to deny madarsa students 

access to educational experts and their policies, which could enhance the quality of education 

provided in madarsas. 

 Key highlights of the Judgement by Allahabad HC 

o Allahabad High Court declared Madarsa Act to be unconstitutional. 

o It directed the State to take steps forthwith for accommodating the Madarsa students in regular 

schools recognized under various education Boards. 

Matter reached to SC 
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 In April 2024, the Supreme Court stayed the Allahabad High Court's judgment, noting that while the 

state has a valid interest in ensuring quality education for students, the High Court erred in striking 

down the Madarsa Act. 

 The Apex Court observed that the Act was primarily regulatory and did not warrant complete 

invalidation. 

Final Verdict by the SC 

 Arguments before SC 

o Religious Education vs. Religious Instruction 

▪ The Court explored whether madarsas impart “religious education” (learning about religions) 

or “religious instruction” (compulsory participation in worship). 

▪ Referring to Aruna Roy vs Union of India (2002), the Court highlighted that while religious 

instruction is restricted in state-recognized institutions under Article 28, religious education 

aimed at promoting communal harmony is permissible. 

Validity of Striking Down the Entire Act 

 The Court questioned whether the High Court was justified in invalidating the entire Madarsa Act, 

rather than targeting specific provisions. 

 CJI noted that discarding the entire Act would be extreme, suggesting that the state could enforce 

rules under the Act to promote a more secular curriculum. 

Final verdict by SC 

 SC upheld the constitutional validity of the 'Uttar Pradesh Board of Madarsa Education Act 2004'. 

 It set aside the Allahabad High Court's judgement which had struck it down earlier. 

Key highlights of the judgement 

 Regulation of Education Standards 

o The Madarsa Act provides a regulatory framework to ensure educational standards in madarsas 

recognized by the Board. 

 Alignment with State Obligations 

o The Act aligns with the state’s obligation to enable students in recognized madarsas to acquire 

skills and competencies necessary for social participation and employment. 

 Balance with Minority Rights 
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o The Act must be interpreted alongside Article 21A and the Right to Education Act, respecting 

religious and linguistic minorities' rights to manage their educational institutions. 

o With state approval, the Board may implement regulations that ensure secular education 

standards without compromising the institutions' minority character. 

 Legislative Competence and Limits 

o While the Madarsa Act falls within the State Legislature’s jurisdiction under Entry 25 of List 3, 

provisions regulating higher degrees (e.g., fazil and kamil) are unconstitutional as they conflict 

with the UGC Act, which is governed by Entry 66 of List 1. 

Impact of the Supreme Court Decision on the Madarsa Act 

 The Supreme Court's decision will directly impact madarsa education in Uttar Pradesh, with broader 

implications for religious education nationwide. 

 This ruling could influence other religious institutions, such as gurukuls and convent schools, by 

shaping how secularism principles apply to religious education within state-regulated educational 

frameworks. 
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Page 01 : GS 2 : Indian Polity – Judiciary 

The Supreme Court of India ruled that not all private property can be 

considered a “material resource of the community” for state use, 

challenging past doctrines favouring state control. 

 This reflects India’s shift from socialism toward liberalisation and 

market reforms, stressing judicial restraint in economic policy 

decisions. 

Key Judgement and Background 

 A nine-judge Constitution Bench of the Supreme Court, led by 

Chief Justice D.Y. Chandrachud – ruled that not all private 

property can be classified as “material resources of the 

community” for the state to use for the “common good.” 

 This judgement dismissed the idea that private resources could 

be broadly controlled by the state, deeming this perspective as 

part of an outdated “rigid economic dogma.” 

 The majority opinion argued that India’s economic system has 

evolved from a public investment model to a mix of public and 

private investments. 

Justice V.R. Krishna Iyer’s Doctrine and its Influence 

 The notion of the state using private resources for the common 

good was originally proposed by Justice V.R. Krishna Iyer in his 

1977 dissenting judgement in the Ranganath Reddy vs. State of 

Karnataka case. 

 Justice Iyer’s views were later used as a reference by 

Constitution Benches in the Sanjeev Coke Manufacturing (1982) 

and Mafatlal Industries (1997) cases, leading to a need for this 

current interpretation by the nine-judge Bench. 

Shift in Economic Policy Interpretation 

 Chief Justice Chandrachud’s majority opinion highlighted India’s 

shift from socialism to a more market-based, liberalised economy. 
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 The judgement observed that India’s democratic process allows the electorate to choose different 

economic policies, supporting diverse development strategies. 

 The court emphasised that India’s high growth rate and global economic position result from the 

flexibility provided by this constitutional framework. 

Differing Opinions on Justice Iyer’s Approach 

 Chief Justice Chandrachud’s majority judgement suggested that the rigid “Krishna Iyer Doctrine” no 

longer aligns with India’s current economic and constitutional stance. 

 Justices B.V. Nagarathna and Sudhanshu Dhulia expressed reservations about the Chief Justice’s 

assessment of Justice Iyer. 

 Justice Nagarathna argued that past judges should not be criticised for their views, given the 

context and economic realities of their time. She warned against devaluing historical judicial 

wisdom. 

Justice Dhulia’s Dissent 

 Justice Dhulia authored the lone dissent, defending Justice Iyer’s approach, which he viewed as 

based on principles of “fairness and equity.” 

 He acknowledged the lasting impact of Justice Iyer’s humanist philosophy, which placed people at 

the centre of judicial decision-making. 

Broader Implications 

 The judgement underscores the Supreme Court’s stance that it should not interfere with economic 

policy decisions, allowing elected governments to navigate the country’s economic path. 

 It also highlights a need for the judiciary to balance respecting past judicial doctrines while adapting 

to modern realities without disregarding former judges’ contributions. 

Broader Implications 

 This decision marks a pivotal shift in interpreting the state’s powers over private property. 

 It reinforces a market-driven approach aligned with constitutional democracy and the evolving 

economic landscape. 
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Page 07 : Prelims fact 

The Sun exhibits differential rotation, with varied rotation periods across its latitudes, unlike Earth’s uniform 

rotation. 

 Despite extensive observations and calculations, the cause of this phenomenon remains a mystery 

for solar physicists. 

 
Rotation of the Sun 

 Unlike Earth, the Sun exhibits differential rotation, where different parts rotate at different speeds. 

 Near the equator, the rotation period is about 26.5 days, while at the poles, it extends to 31.1 days. 
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 This differential rotation is observed through daily photographs of sunspots and other solar features 

across various latitudes. 

 Observing sunspots and calculating sidereal rotation periods aid in understanding this complex 

rotation. 

Unsolved Mystery 

 The cause of the Sun’s differential rotation remains an ongoing puzzle for solar physicists. 

Temperature and State 

 The Sun has an intense core temperature of 15 million K and a surface temperature of 6,000 K. 

 Due to these extreme temperatures, the Sun exists in a plasma state, a high-pressure gaseous form 

of matter. 
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Page 10 : GS 2 : International Relations – Bilateral Relations 

India and Canada are facing a diplomatic rift after Prime Minister Justin Trudeau alleged links between 

Indian intelligence and the killing of Hardeep Singh Nijjar, a Canadian citizen labelled a Khalistani terrorist 

by India. 

 This dispute has roots in Canada’s past failures to curb Khalistani separatism, exemplified by the 

1985 Air India bombing. 

 Legal, cultural, and media differences have deepened misunderstandings between the two nations. 

 
Background and Recent Developments 
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 Canada and India expelled their top diplomats following Canadian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau’s 

allegation of a possible link between Indian intelligence and the killing of Hardeep Singh Nijjar, a 

Canadian citizen categorised by India as a Khalistani terrorist. 

 Nijjar faced no criminal charges in Canada, though he was placed on a no-fly list, and his accounts 

were frozen. 

 The diplomatic fallout has heightened Hindu-Sikh tensions in Canada. 

Historical Context of India-Canada Khalistan Relations 

 India has long criticised Canada as a safe haven for Khalistani separatists, expressing frustration over 

Canada’s handling of the 1985 Air India bombing, orchestrated by Canada-based Khalistani 

extremists. 

 The bombing, which killed 329 people, remains Canada’s deadliest act of terrorism, yet Canadian 

authorities were slow in acknowledging it as a “Canadian tragedy” due to racial biases. 

The Sikh Community’s Political Influence in Canada 

 While Sikhs make up only 2% of Canada’s population, their political influence is strong due to 

geographic concentration and representation, particularly within Trudeau’s Liberal Party. 

 Despite allegations from India, surveys indicate that the majority of Canadian Sikhs do not uniformly 

support Trudeau’s party or Khalistani sympathisers. 

 Canada’s political landscape has seen gestures like dropping “Sikh” and “Khalistani” terms from 

terrorism reports, and leaders attending Sikh events where pro-Khalistan figures were honoured. 

Canadian Cultural and Legal Frameworks 

 Canadians view vote bank politics differently than in India, and Canadian politicians have not 

explicitly supported Khalistani extremism. 

 Canadian independence in law enforcement and high standards of evidence for extradition often 

hinder India’s requests, especially given Western concerns over human rights in India. 

 Canada’s emphasis on freedom of speech allows Khalistan referendums and non-violent advocacy 

for separatism, while hate speech laws remain relatively stringent but open to further scrutiny. 

Legal Complexities in Extradition and Anti-Terror Efforts 

 India’s extradition requests are often declined due to differences in legal standards and human 

rights concerns. 
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 Between 2002-2020, Canada extradited only six individuals to India, reflecting Western reluctance to 

engage with nations where political dissent may lead to arbitrary imprisonment. 

 Legal obstacles include insufficient evidence based on Canadian standards and the inadmissibility of 

Indian intelligence evidence. 

Media’s Role in Shaping Public Perception 

 Canadian media has questioned its government’s handling of Khalistani activism and criticised 

Trudeau for political grandstanding, while maintaining balanced coverage by presenting India’s 

perspective. 

 Indian media, however, has pushed a one-sided narrative, with disinformation about the case, 

inflaming public sentiment without critical analysis. 
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          In News : Tumaini Festival 

Tumaini Festival in Malawi unites refugees and locals through music, art, and crafts, fostering connection 

and hope. 

About Tumaini Festival: 

 Founded in 2014, the Tumaini Festival is a cultural event held annually within the Dzaleka Refugee 

Camp in Malawi.  

 It is the only festival of its kind in the world that is held within a refugee camp. 

 The festival is organized and managed by refugees, creating a platform for displaced people that 

fosters community, solidarity, and cultural exchange. 

 The Tumaini Festival attracts thousands of attendees every year and features performances by acts 

from all around the world. 

 The festival showcases a diverse array of artistic expressions, including music, dance, theatre and 

visual arts. 

 It received a Cultures of Resistance Award (CoR Award) in 2024. 

Key Facts about Malawi: 

 It is a landlocked country in Southeastern Africa. 

 It shares borders with Tanzania, Mozambique, and Zambia. 

 Capital: Lilongwe 

 Major languages: English and Chichewa (both official) 

 Currency: Malawi kwacha (MWK) 

 Endowed with spectacular highlands and extensive lakes, it occupies a narrow, curving strip of land 

along the East African Rift Valley. 

 Lake Nyasa (one of the deepest lakes in the world), known in Malawi as Lake Malawi, accounts for 

more than one-fifth of the country’s total area. 

 Malawi remains one of the poorest countries in the world. The economy is heavily dependent on 

agriculture, which employs over 80% of the population. 

About Dzaleka Refugee Camp: 

 It is the only permanent refugee camp in Malawi. 

 It was established in 1994 in response to a surge of forcibly displaced people fleeing genocide, 

violence, and wars in Burundi, Rwanda, and the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC).  
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 For the past 30 years, the camp has received refugees and asylum seekers from Somalia, Ethiopia, 

and other countries. 
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Context : 

 India’s higher education sector faces major challenges with skill gaps among graduates and 

declining student enrollment. 

 Teaching institutions often prioritise research output over pedagogy, impacting student quality. 

 Proposed reforms focus on separating teaching and research roles, promoting pedagogical 

excellence, and establishing joint degrees to improve educational outcomes. 

Introduction 

 Higher educational institutions in India face significant challenges.  

 While private engineering colleges, the newer Indian Institutes of Technology (IIT) and universities 

have expanded access to education over the last few decades, studies show that a vast majority of 

students graduating from these colleges lack the basic skills that are required by industry. 

Some core concerns 

 Research institutes have also voiced concerns about the quality of students who wish to pursue 

higher studies. 

 While industries and premier research institutions have managed with top students from these 

colleges, there is a problem now. 

 Across various sectors, there is a struggle to find students who are skilled, and it is alarming that the 

number of students pursuing higher education has dwindled. 

 At this rate, institutions, which are already grappling with the issue of faculty shortages, will face 

even greater challenges in the years ahead. 

GS Paper 02 : Social Justice  

GS Paper 03 :  Science and Technology 

PYQ: (UPSC CSE (M) GS-3 2014): Scientific research in Indian universities is 

declining, because a career in science is not as attractive as our business operations, 

engineering or administration, and the universities are becoming consumer 

oriented. Critically comment. (200 words/12.5m)  

UPSC Mains Practice Question: Discuss the challenges faced by India’s higher 

education system in aligning graduate skills with industry needs. Analyse how 

separating teaching and research functions in institutions could enhance 

educational quality. (250 words/15m) 
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 Large sums of money announced for initiatives such as quantum computing, cybersecurity or 

artificial intelligence could go underutilised in the absence of qualified talent. 

 This widespread problem threatens the socio-economic fabric of the country. 

Quality of training is an issue 

 The root cause analysis: lies in the quality of training in teaching institutions. 

 Many faculty members are products of their own institutions and are often pressured to chase 

papers and patents for their colleges to maintain their rankings, often at the expense of scholarship 

and pedagogy. 

 This results in poor-quality graduates, with a domino effect on industry standards, research output, 

and faculty quality. 

 Current Solutions and Limitations While upskilling programmes, outreach initiatives, internships and 

online courses could address the problem to some extent, these efforts are not scalable enough to 

meet everincreasing demand for skilled professionals. 

 This article offers some broad ideas, based on the experiences of the writers, which may be of help. 

 These suggestions call for a rebalancing of current efforts and a more imaginative use of existing 

resources. 

The key statistics and comparisons 

 Premier institutes: such as the IITs, the Indian Institutes of Information Technology, the National 

Institutes of Technology, the Indian Institutes of Science Education and Research, the Indian Institute 

of Science (IISc), and other centrally funded institutions recruit about 5% of India’s undergraduate 

students. 

 For instance, IIT Bhubaneswar admits fewer than 60 students annually for its computer science 

programme. 

 In comparison, the private KIIT University admits over 2,000 students a year for the same discipline. 

 Similar comparisons can be made between IIT Madras and private institutions such as SRM and VIT. 

 This means almost all the students in the pipeline to industries and research institutions come from 

colleges where 95% of the students study. 

 The proposals in this article aim to strengthen this pipeline and foster greater collaboration between 

research institutions and teaching institutions. 

 Terminology for Clarity: To make the distinctions clear in this article, institutions with large 

undergraduate programmes will be referred to as “teaching institutions” and those focused on 

research (such as premier institutes) as “research institutions,” even though they engage in both 

teaching and research. 

 Alignment with national policies: The ideas in this article are for research institutions, teaching 

institutions, and the agencies that monitor them — all geared toward improving research, 

pedagogy, and incentive structures. 
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 These proposals echo the objectives of the National Education Policy (NEP) and the Anusandhan 

National Research Foundation (ANRF). 

What are the main recommendations? 

 The first idea is to stop ranking teaching institutions and their faculty members based heavily on 

research output, such as papers and patents. 

 Given the lack of a robust research environment in many teaching institutions, this emphasis on 

research output encourages participation in predatory conferences and publications. 

 India, unfortunately, is a country with a large presence of predatory outlets. 

 As a result, limited resources are diverted from improving pedagogy to producing low-quality 

research, further degrading student learning outcomes. 

 Ranking teaching institutions separately, based more on their teaching quality, could alleviate some 

of this pressure. 

Change focus 

 Focus on Pedagogy Over Research: Until the quality of students entering the pipeline improves, 

faculty at teaching institutions should focus more on pedagogy and less on research. 

o While this may reduce research output in the short term, it will significantly enhance the quality 

of education and research in the long term. 

 Emphasis on Faculty Development: Teaching institutions should lay greater emphasis on faculty 

development programmes, mentorship, teacher evaluations, and newer courses, online and offline. 

 Encouraging collaboration on pedagogy: Collaborations with research institutions on teaching 

methods and pedagogy should be strongly encouraged. 

o One way to achieve this is by creating a dedicated teaching track within the academic hierarchy 

at these institutions, such as ‘teaching assistant, associate and full professor’. 

 Support for faculty interested in research: Faculty members interested in pursuing research 

should be encouraged to collaborate with their counterparts in research institutions. 

o Funding agencies can incentivise and mandate such collaborative projects. 

o The ANRF’s Partnerships for Accelerated Innovation and Research (PAIR) programme already 

calls for such initiatives. 

 Criteria for faculty promotion: For this idea to succeed, it is important that faculty promotion 

criteria in teaching institutions are based on pedagogical skills, assessed through appropriate 

metrics. 

 This can be incentivised through 

o State and Central government funding to establish centres of excellence in pedagogy, such as 

centres of excellence in research, and by mandating pedagogical components and inter-

institutional collaborations when evaluating grant proposals. 

Explore joint agreements 
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 The second idea is for research institutions to establish joint degree agreements with teaching 

institutions. 

 These agreements should be stronger than one-off workshops or outreach programmes. 

 For instance, top-performing students at teaching institutions could spend their final two years in 

research institutions, receiving a “hyphenated degree” bearing the insignia of both institutions. 

 To make this feasible, the curricula at teaching institutions must be aligned with those of research 

institutions, in content and pedagogy. 

 Faculty from research institutions can engage with their counterparts in teaching institutions 

through regular workshops, on-site visits, and hands-on training in the best pedagogical practices. 

 Resources must be allocated to support these partnerships as they will help reverse the decline in 

the quality of teaching in undergraduate-focused institutions. 

 This initiative can begin with one research institution partnering with one teaching institution for a 

couple of degree programmes, and expand gradually. 

Way Forward 

 Such joint agreements would yield three major benefits: 

o improved student quality in research institutions, enhanced teaching and 

o curriculum quality in teaching institutions, and 

o revitalisation of the teaching institutions themselves. 

 Variations of this model already exist on a small scale. 

o For instance, select third-year civil engineering students from NIT Surat spend their final year at 

IIT Bombay and are automatically admitted to the M.Tech. programme. 

o Similar student-transfer programmes exist between community colleges and research-intensive 

universities in the United States, significantly improving both access and quality. 

o Many Indian teaching institutions already have agreements with international universities, so 

there is no reason why such agreements cannot be established in India, and even within the 

same city. 

o These agreements would not only facilitate student mobility but also promote faculty exchanges 

between the two types of institutions. 

Conclusion 

 Revitalizing India’s teaching institutions is crucial to building a stronger talent pipeline, enabling 

innovative research, and supporting the country’s socio-economic growth. 

 These proposals align with the National Education Policy and ANRF’s objectives, offering practical 

steps to elevate education quality without significant additional resources. 

 


