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Fafee =AM Terg o glel & # 37ele HiEelA faeaidearerd (AMU) 3cq8Ed® gof & HAHAA # 56 a¥ W hao
Fr WIS = T, g2 A1 GeaEt & reudeds aRT & [AuRor & fov v fenfader g Fo|

SC overrules 1967 verdict on AMU’s minority tag

Recognition by law won't annul minority status,
says seven-judge Bench in 4:3 majority judgment

ris!
NEW DELMI

n exlucational inst
tution  established
by a minority com

mumity will not fose its
ientity one it 1S recog
nised through a statute,
the Supreme Court de
dlared on Friday in a 4:3
majority judgment by & s
ven-judge Hench headed
by Chief Justice of India
DY, Chandrachud

The majority judgment
authored by the Chief Jus
tice was based on petitions
secking minocity status for
the Aligarh Muslim Univer
sity (AMU). Chief Justice
Chandrachud held that an
institution estabbished by a
minority communisy was
indeed 4 minority educa
tonal instiution. But the
s wWas on lllL‘ coramn
ty to prove they had ests-
bitshed the institution to
preserve and retain their
culrural Gabele, be said

Justices Surya Kant, Di
pankar Datta, and S.C.
Sharma dissented In sepa
rate opinions,

The court returned the
case to the regular Bench
1o examine the question of

AMU's  minority starus,
based an Friday's verdict
The petitioners  had

challenged the fivejudge
Bench judgment i the
1967 case of 8 Azevz Basha
wrsus  [mion  of India,
which had hedd thar AMU
was a Central university
and cannot be considered
a minority instrutson, The
sevenjudge Bench over
ruled the 1967 verdict that
had held rhar religious mi-
norities did not have the
right to administer educa-
tional institutions not esta-
blished by them, and can-
not claim protection under
Article 30(1) of the Consti-
wition.  Artcde 30
upholds the right of reli-
gious and Enguistic minori-
thes 10 establish and admi-

Bench did not
discuss case

enough: judge

NEW DELHIE

Sepreme Court Judge, Justice
Dipankar Datta, in hs separate
desenting openion in the
ASgach Mushm Unhersity case,
revealed there was hardly any
meaninglul consultation on the
pogment among the seven
padges of the Constitution
Bonch. » PAGE 2

nister educational
instirutions,

The minority staus of
the AMU, established In
1875, was then vestored by
Parliament through the
AMU (Amendment) Act in
1981 In January 2006, ho-
wever, the Allahabad High
Court struck down the pro-
vision ol the 1981 law by
which the university was
accorded minority status.
The issue was referred 1o a

Court returns case to a regular Bench to examine
the question of the university's minority status

Seeking clarity:

seehing minonty

sever-|udge Suprenw
Court Bench in 2019,

The petitioners had ar-
gued that upholding Azeer
Basha would jeopardise
the minority status of sev-
eral educational  institu
tions, inchuding recognised
minority Instirutions such
as St Stephen’s College,
Dedhl and Christian Medi-
cal College, vellore

“Article 30 extends 10
secular education as well.”

the Chief Justice wrote, He
classified Article 3041) as
both an anti-discriminato-
ry as well as a ‘special
rghts’ provision in favour
of religious and linguistic
minorities.

“A Jegiskation or an exec-
utive action which discriny-
inates against religious or
linguistic minorides In es-
tablishing or administering
educational institutions is
wltra wires Articke 30(1).

AMU celebrates
verdict, awaits
expert opinion

GHAXIABAD

It wias 3l celabration at AMU
aher the Suprome Count's
verdict on its minority status,
with Vice Chancalior Prof
Naima Khatoon sayng, “We
humbly accept the judgment of
the Constitubon bench and are
discussing the details with our
legd wpents” » PAGE 3

This s the anti-discriming-
tion reading of the provi
sion. A linguistic or reli-
glous minority which has
established an educational
Insaleution  recelves  the
guarantee of greater auto
noayy. This is the ‘special
righes” reading of the provi-
sion,” the CJI wrote.

He observed that state
regulation of minority in-
stitutions was permissible
but must not infringe on

The 1967 ruling had held that a Central university
cannot be considered a minority institution

the minorcity character of
the ingitution. However,
the onus is on the religons
or linguistic minorities to
prove that they had esta-
blished the educatonal in
stitution for the commmani-
ty to get the protection
under Article 30¢). The
right guaranteed by Article
30d1) was akso applicable to
universities established be-
fore the commencement of
the Constitution, the ma
jority judgment noted

The CJ1 observed that it
was not necessary that an
educational Instirution was
established for the pur
pose of the minority com-
munity adone. Itcould have
been “predominantiy” for
the bepefnt  of  the
comamunity,

The majority judgment
sasd that an instrution did
not Jose it minority cha-
ructer merely because the
administracion was no lon
ger  vested with the
comamunity.

AMU & Tmuer 3R ufa w ofderf@s sga & 399 50 AFe & ard iRl & e & feudeds faaR),

Mféreh Faraedar 3 ddufaes graum f carear & Hoftid Hgeaqol Heal W & faar |

1967 & hua & WIS HIEAT
B TE. 7SS R0 (1967) F hael FI ToieaT: I1d el 7 @16 a7 1967 & $Hhaer & @RS Y T,
fSresl Tuay 1 eTHETH gl &t A SABR AT AT 47| SgAd F T A A 724 B 1967 F hae

T HehIOT ATEET e o, AT ®T & 3Tese 30 H TGAT As & IR H SHHT I g
B 3CUEETS IRT F TUROT aa & AU Tohd: NS o TEAET F Houdeds aRT & FuiRd & & v
AT Hehel (ARGS) URa vl sad Ufaeris yamat, Tuvsm AR faq 9ivor & deer &1 i 3R
TEATT & 3l dI STd a1 Aifder on, 7 6 Fad Junfas e |
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» fdefs Agca: do & 38 a1d W SR I & toryg & Heudegs oof & sqe TAar # HiEoH
FHCT eaRT fhe 91w Ufagriash varal @ AR ¥ar =ifgw, qur arem i uaie saredr w @ier a3
feam, TSreat dAer & AererT # FAoR3fersT fhar arr ol

IT=de 30 Hr sATEAT

» 3eTeoe 30 AR eudes AHUSR: AT & 56 o T e & & 3eoe 30 & dd HeTHedH
CaRT TUTU HEATH FR&T 3R TG & gheR g1 HoTdedsh JEAET &l 3addh Heqdeds aRT H Tv
f9ar off "USET Agea” FT AAT ST bl

» RJAOA fr gEaT e AT 3 57 iReRr F @Re w A7 F W Aegar ar gHdT (519,
HA 31T, F3alt 1 Arearan) fhedl FEUe & 3reqdies T & @eH H &I S0 39 od W S fear
& dunfaes AT ¥ HeqdaEdsd gol & Tad: HATC gl fhdT ST A1RT|

» qfFie IRT & 9fd 3R TRECHIU: AT A TS fFar fF 3cudeds gall v W & fav aiffdis
RIeT a1 SARET (SR, TuAY T AT AT He FEHE ool I€) H IUEATT 3aTS FEr g1 S6A dh
e f& 3rgese 30 & ded GUem & AT 3Egar ged aa & fav seudeas dEgE & ey ®v @
ICUHETF TG GaRT TRTAT gt T aRTywar Tar 8

v 3k sifasy & @AfRan

» g1 deh TSChoT H qREce: AT ferm-fader scaaegs et FEAE & S8 #iasT & A & T vh
fAaTer e Fa & Y & @ 39 SR A F FO7 Aoudeds JAHRT A A% FAT ST Fhar § AT
cATHAUTT THAT ST T g, JgHGEIG A ATy (1975) S WSer o™t & 3sm@r = favg|

B fdd el iR Higsy &1 FuRon e st f1 © 39 57 AT fAquidl & Thr H veAg H
euseas FEufd W qAldar el [Sad 2005 # sdrEmNe 3va ~ardieyd garT fGU v had aied Ao
thaol T g6 doh TR gl Siret|

» HoqHEIS HEUE & fav AfRard: seqdeas FREHRT TN AT &1 36R T FeTHEIH garT F2a1fid
TEUET & foIT FRET & I 1 &R Sl &, 6 ARad Har ¢ foh qeuds §Herd &1 Fer 3R
s cuaeas Rufa & fFe s FuRor & v Fa g1
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Page 06 : GS 3 : Environment — Environmental pollution and degradation
SRR ARaF AT T3 T, BICANT NI B G F AT RS oo FAE Fgeaqwt @ AT &
Fars g, faAY ¥ & AR, GEA, 3T c&TaT drell fidee dledifaifwal o dgrar & & fov faaffrea awor
ST TEdl T Aded W W@ B
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n a rapidly warming world, cooling is not
l merely a luxury but a necessity, especially

for vulnerable populations. International
cooperation on clean energy and cooling
solutions is a crucial step toward addressing the
climate crisis. On September 21, 2024, the Quad
nations (Australia, India, Japan, and the United
States) issued the Wilmington Declaration, which
underscores the Quad's commitment to
sustainable energy solutions, particularly
focusing on high-efficiency cooling systems. This
aligns with the earlier joint statement by India
and the U.S., which detailed a road map for
building resilient and secure global clean energy
supply chains, placing a special emphasis on
clean cooling technologies. Both statements
highlight the urgent need to deploy affordable
and energy-efficient cooling systems in
climate-vulnerable regions while advancing global
climate goals,

India’s leadership In these efforts is
particularly noteworthy. As part of the Quad’s
clean energy initiatives, India has pledged
significant investments in solar and cooling
infrastructure across the Indo-Pacific region.
Along with the U.S, and India’s joint plan to
expand manufacturing capacities for
high-efficiency air-conditioners and ceiling fans,
these developments could significantly reduce
the climate impact of cooling systems.

Cooling-related emissions
The broader relevance of these international
efforts can be seen through the lens of the
Montreal Protocol and its Kigali Amendment
(2016), which already set a precedent for
collective global action on cooling-related
emissions. As global temperatures rise, increasing
demand for cooling makes it imperative for the
world to adopt the lessons of these frameworks,
reducing harmful emissions while transitioning to
sustainable alternatives.

The Kigali Amendment expanded its scope to
target hydrofluorecarbons (HFCs), potent
greenhouse gases used in cooling appliances. Left

-
Zerin Osho
Director of the India
Programme at the
Institute for
Governance &
Sustainable
Development (\GSD)

International
cooperation on
clean energy
and cooling
solutions is
another crucial
step in
addressing the
climate crisis
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Staying cool, but with clean tech, global collaborations

unchecked, HFCs could contribute to 0.52°C of
warming by 2100, Maximising the Kigali
Amendment’s impact requires aligning the HFC
phase-down with energy efficiency
improvements. More efficient cooling systems
could deliver about two-thirds of total
greenhouse gas reductions by cutting electricity
consumption. This would reduce emissions,
lower alr pollution from fossil fuel power plants,
and save costs for manufacturers and consumers.
Climate change has heightened two critical
threats related to cooling: the indirect emissions
from inefficient air-conditioning and refrigeration
systems powered by fossil fuels, and the direct
emissions from harmful refrigerants. However,
many countries still kack integrated energy
efficiency and refrigerant standards.
High-efficiency air conditioners using
climate-friendly refrigerants are available, but
inefficient models using outdated refrigerants still
dominate many markets. Without stronger
regulations, developing nations risk becoming
dumping grounds for these inefficient appliances,
exacerbating climate and energy challenges.

Having a mission-mode approach
In 2024, parts of India experienced temperatures
over 50°C, underscoring the need for cooling to
ensure thermal comfort, preserve food, medical
supplies, and industrial processes. India, one of
the most climate-vulnerable nations, faces
increasingly severe heatwaves that endanger
millions, By 2030, an estimated 160 million to
200 million Indians could face deadly heatwaves
annually, The country’s workforce, heavily
exposed to extreme heat, risks significant
declines in productivity, health, and food
security. Cooling demand is expected to surge,
with air conditioner sales rising 16% for every
degree over 30°C, By 2050, India may have the
world's highest cooling demand, with over 1.14
billion air conditioners in use.

India ratified the Kigali Amendment in 2021,
committing to reduce HFCS by 85% by 2047. The
India Cooling Action Plan (ICAP) targets a

20%-25% reduction in cooling demand, 25-40% in
energy consumption, and a shift to low-global
warming potential (GWP) refrigerants,
demonstrating leadership in climate-friendly
cooling. A mission-mode approach is needed to
tackle these challenges. A national mission for
sustainable cooling would require focuse
leadership, cross-sectoral collaboration, and
coordinated efforts across ministries, Establishing
an inter-ministerial working group, planning a
faunch event, and allocating an initial budget are
essential, National capacity-building initiatives
and dedicated budget lines must follow for
long-term success.

COP29 and the momentum of COP28
International commitments to clean energy
cooling are encouraging, but technologies must
remain affordable. The U.S-India partnership and
the Quad's initiatives emphasise deployment and
local manufacturing of high-efficiency cooling
systems, The challenge is in ensuring equitable
access, particularly in developing regions where
cooling needs are the greatest. Rising global
temperatures require scaling up energy-efficient
solutions without straining fragile electricity grids
or leaving vulnerable populations behind,

India’s proactive approach to cooling
challenges, especially through the ICAP, positions
it as a global leader in sustainable cooling, The
country can protect its population from heat
while leading the global fight against climate
change, ensuring thermal comfort for all.

At COP28 (Dubai), 63 countries pledged to
reduce cooling emissions by 68% by 2050, The
Global Cooling Pledge, though non-binding,
coukd provide cooling access to 3.5 billion people
by 2050 and save $17 trillion in energy costs.
However, global action must accelerate to make
this a reality. COP29 must build on the
momentum of COP28 by expanding cooling
commitments. This includes increasing
participation in the Global Cooling Pledge and
enhancing partnerships across sectors and
nations,

AT 3R ATl & ACTH @, R gflar 3R A SAarg-3ejehel el Tarat # 3ol & &9 & 3v=h Fufy

T TET B

fRraffores aivor stk s it afdeqear
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» 21 f&de, 2024 F1, Fas st Gieefodn, SR, A= 3R o) F Faffaed avomr Ry @, Sae
U ol R 3T gaTar arel Aol FATeme & 9fd 39el gfdeetrar ® qite & 15|

» Ig U & HRA-Z.UH. YsAT WX 3MuRd g, s Fiara, ool dRas Faes Faot i Auamt &S
g 8, S HHSAR &1 H frrach, Sofi-gerel Mol dehellenl W €T hied el &

ad fiaesr & aRa #1 Aqea

B 0 o 331-4fafhd &F 7 At 3R e raEtEsr A Agcaqul fAaer #e i ufdeguan sias gl
» JUH. & HEANT F, HRA HT F6F 3T 8Tl dald TR SRR 3N Aifciar 9@t & fow fafaior amsansi
1 faEaR & 8, orad eficore Yonfol & STerdrg 9ed &1 & fohar S & |

effererer-wath 3cueien: framelt weerer & sifara

B AlfccTd Welhiad & fhamelr AU (2016) & HFC & afera Far = g st faes gonforar & 3gier
I ST arely fFaemell Mgy I &, S HAADT @ W 2100 d 0.52 3 Afcwaw A gefey
FH el T THar g

B TIUHH FH FH BT Foll GETar GURT & Y A5 el fY @ud 7 wldt wa dnfad deesw A
H 99T gI-fags Fer gifder 1 31 Ihar B

3cHtd gotfadr: Jvcaet A ot gerra

B SianRA U gar FaIfad efdee yonfodl @ 3rcsl 3cdsiel 3 gl MWhole ¥ Yol 3chole
At & Serarg ANf@F Y1 FR F

B FF oA H ThIHd catar IR Whse AR 1 T &, IR R, 3perel Mol 3uahor 3l i w5
SIGRT WY grdl €, e 92ie]or 3R Soll Feell goiifoar der g W@ ¢
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ART A Free-AE gewor Y sraegswdan

» 9Rd F 3% 7l ST agEe 50 3 afewww o q§u ST &, ATdsifeleh TARFLT T T, W 3R
a3l @ FRTT aet 3R 3N FTHATHT BT TATT WA & AT Frer AMcToleT hT TR I IWifehel
LT Bl

W 3AE @ Tal ToIdr § 6 2030 T, 160-200 FATETST HRAAT T AT Sileleldl glcdd &l HHAT A
Us Fohell g, TSIE8 37cafeish I & ShROT ScUleehdT, TRLY 3R Wieg T SIaH & 95 Hevdll &

R F HfAT T colteT (ICAP)

» AT A 2021 H FRomel FRMeeT B gfce &, @A 2047 G HFC & 39T # 85% T wldr Fiad &
gfdecydr Sdrg 5|

B N FHiclr Tarelel Teolled (ICAP) 7 feler & AT 7 20%-25% T el 3N wA-veliaer arfder &1Adr (GWP)
hsiie $r 3R Jead & d&T I@T 34T ¢

» 5o AlfAl T FATU HA & AT HIF-Haredel FeAHT AR F-FAeR THT & Ty FURONT FHicrr
& T v TS fAE Hr TATIAT FEAT aTF gl

dRa® smfierdt ik COP29 #r sifar

» Fais H G AR P UH.-HRA HENERT TR, 3T gaTal arel Gfeldl FATHll I o] #a T €Tl
Pigd F &, T T8 706 TG el 835 & AT FAW TgT Agea o &

®» COP28 (g8%) # 63 3uT o Falldel FHicer Tolol & dgd 2050 A HIHT Icqoled H 68% T HAT A= &l
Tehod foram, forae aea 3.5 faforgs el @1 fclr ey arer 3R 3o amwerg 7@ 17 ffowe sfew @
S T Bl

» COP29 &t dRash Yfdaedisi I e, Al H fAEdR Fh AR FURONT FHicar dieznfadr & g
T TG $H T HIH HT AT
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FfAT FaTUT # oA v ARFF AqT F w7 A

®» |CAP & HATEIH @ HRA & Alhd EfSChIvT 38 SToldg & 3Mefehel Hicler FATUAT H 30N Farcm g, S

YA IRH FARET ar g 3R oAy oedt H1 qAST e gl
B YT R ATATRANT I G Hh, HRA AT HEET HI Tod dGAT @ FaT Hehal § IR @y &
HUROT FHfder & Aead § T IRada ¥ Fuea & HARTSET GITET #T AAced H Hebel gl

Page 08 : GS 3 : Enviroment

gaTTe 3R ERAOT A el STellel Teh ari¥eh Hehe & 147 &, fOHd W 3R AR, @R ool & arg poradn
TS T E
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Tl STl HT Hdelldhed

» & T FH I 3R gRIoT # 93 dHe W el S S §, @ d W 9 & @dr #|

®» 5§ YU ¥ 9 HT IO TG gl &, W dR W ool &, Ul &1 e & JAGdw # Tg 9quor &1 50%
ds HROT FeIcl gl

» 331, fEX gar & ®ROT Ig U 3R @e @) Sl 8, S Je¥ent ol %ar ofchl g, fSad v A1, gav g
g ST g

T &t 3R 39 HRT W) 98T

» fhaE afgd TUET Aarf8at wF U & SR T o H GHEAT 1 FHAT HEAT I5T 8

» FTe & H T TR A AQI 300 F IHF &k TR W IET I, T EA WIS F T A Fafipe
IT|

W RS S TSle & sAsigrenl &Al # arg uTadm Fashih (AQl) 3FER IETEY TR h qg’u ST & S
IFWR e A o 3% g B

» W STollel @ & Shdel AR T Bl g, dfoh AT IR dlichedi=l # 8 arg aoraar genfad g
e el Bl

Wil TAT & AR ARE I§od & HROT

» fhdreT egagd faeedl 3R FHS &1 el HT galell o &, 3T Heall ¢ [ 0T WY F3ES &, 39 &
HIS AT JHTAT faohed A&7 sTraT|

» Fg WHR H Th AT FH AN & gt & v Fiet o afeqsr geer widr 8, dfdheT &8 fhare
S T AT HIEIRS I &l

B O Tle A S A Uil B Fwers IR NG A qATS F AT ggd A & T FHG-HA F IR HH A e
gl
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AR gEaeiT 3 e

» 2018 #, &g WHR o BH AV Jatid (CRM) FMell & faw afeqst o &, dfthed o8 qoear
RE & 7 §S &l

» HMAT & FGuR-AIST (S el &l A & amow fAara §) 3R dor (S $uT & &9 A 39T & faw ol
FI SHCST I ¢) A gl

B TN & AT afFaeme Taex $r 3maegear gidr &, S s oI fFaE & ag J87 8 &, 5ad 3 3gaor

gred el & 91d gl
WcHTE FTH qolqds 39T
» U o Rl FF Well & Ja9T H HAce ¥ & v 9fd tes 2,500 T9F &l JcIeT Wcdge A §,
oifehet g TRHR HeHAd 6T 85 B
» S Teg WART @ FAET R FIR Afd $o HRag 1 ¢, FhamEt & a0 & HROT HFET g7 31
aayg o for = gl

» gRAOT 7, T AT & dEd Well o ST aTet FAT I 9fd Tehg 1,000 RT 319 & forass gRomATasa
GSITel el Jefell A Wil & 39T ol T TeA3i H Ser 378 &

qiaRor 3R TaRET W g

» 3§ At # Geell § PM2.5 Foil &7 TR 99T TaRLT HotoeT 1 GRiaTd Aar & ed I 3HfAH g
®» PM2.5 &0 & ofd AT doh T H Wl T BHal HI AR, T 3R FEX Sl 73R rarey gHeame
g Tehdr g

AT FROT: GHA & fAFeT & T 7 4T
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B Gofd H Ul H Wl F v SR, O gE 7 Ra Fifar gart dewnfed fRar o o, qeT Aedt 7 @ U
gl

B ue H G & AT Agcaqul STl G Y aeTSar gt 5, FTHd G FH AT HA @ @ ¢ 3N
IS AT H el YT 8 W g

B FNAROT & FROT Tl & o THT I Wel I Tl &, Fad DA [epedt arer fFaar & foaw wre
STl Teh Glaeeieleh fdehed &1 a1m &

SrFIford AT & T § Bad fafaefiswIor

B IV AT AU & 9 # Gad Afaefiator, ol i 31f0% @ud e a1 § 9o S 3T Bl
T R TG FE F FIAT & B

» goe & RAE wF @le i AR RN @ S § HETdeT & HROT dehfcdsh BHell & AT HISASAT S
e #a £l

B U & Ielld e BHAl & fIU WHR @R FATT vATHdr H Heqafeafa fhame a1 e wae &
fasreal & fafauar o= & galcafed aar g

IGA- ]

B I STellell T Sfeer Feam S g3 ¢, [ras i, T2ierofia 3R ArArSis $Re 39F 7 I3 g0 &

» gdAT ANfAET 3R AN afewd & =5 gATA F g gAY F&7 fRar

W &1 H WIel STollel T FTdl T & 3her o9 & fow faefg dicargs, v fafaefientor 3ik denfeush Bae
IRT & foIv @AY dfed T AT TCHIT 3T+ g

Page 11:GS 3 : Enviroment

ARAT arg d@a (ITA) & FfdeqeicAsar AR 3usiear faeamd sei & fov o & faT qqoredr Afser gorelr &
SEdId &A1 B 38 TEAd #T 3eeRT U 3T # YA w1 HATUW S g A 3T 3cules oerd 3R
hreaATereh 7RI WA T edrel=l AT g
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Tea industry calls for
scientific quality grading

Shiv Sahay Singh
KOLKATA

As the tea industry in the
country continues to grap-
ple with quality issues the
Indian Tea Association
(ITA) emphasised on the
introduction of a statutory
scientific quality grading
system from one leaf to five
leaf marks on tea retail
packets to enhance market
competitiveness and con-
sumer trust.

The proposal was made
during the 141 Annual Gen-
eral Meeting of the Indian
Tea Association where ITA
chairperson Hemant Ban-
gur floated the proposal
during his speech.

Speaking on the issue of
quality and compliance as

aporaer AfFar gorreh Fr I

far as tea is concerned, Mr.
Bangur emphasised that
the industry is committed
to ensuring safe tea con-
sumption through rigorous
maximum residue limits

(MRL) compliance. The
Food Safety and Standards
Authority of India (FSSAI)
has set maximum residue
limits (MRLs) for pesticides
used in tea.

“The proactive mea-
sures taken by Assam and
West Bengal State Govern-
ments and the Tea Board
to foster an ecosystem of
compliance, which is cru-
cial for enhancing the
brand equity of Indian
teas, was commended.”
the ITA chairperson said.

Facing challenges
During the annual general
meeting, the stakeholders
of tea industry highlighted
the challenges faced by the
industry which included
the “unsustainable in-
crease in costs” amid “un-
remunerative prices” with
“adverse weather condi-
tions across Assam and
Bengal” further aggravat-
ing the situation.
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» HRAT 99 @9 (ITA) & ARAT I 363191 #H SR gfaeaeicAsdr 3R 39HeFdr faeard & sgax St
F fov v duifas demfae aqoraar AT gomeh i qwAT F yEAE =T F

» Jg YOS T & eIl Yehel W Teh Tell & Ao i Iferdil oo o ATSIT FIgeT yerel el S aqorear &
U HlAsh HIT YSld |

ToTaer AR T W SR
» 3MSET o e & T JfhdH 37T AT (MRL) & F&d dreled & A § JHRTT O $H gud
GIATRIT el & Hged IX T STeTl ¢
» AT Wie FLET IR Alfs WiRor (FSSI) & =@y 7 Heaeeh & fav fafse wHsmee FuiRa fee
g, 3R 3T 3T FIET AR H I R F A yfdeqy F
W SoT GATET 1 36T HARAT T1T &I 5015 Sl Hl Felel HR STt & fov 3cure 1 FReT giAred
HET B

T 3T F FHA A el ettt
» G 3T FF YAl F S @1 ¢, A a5l Scdie ofeTd, el Hed R 3EH IR SIner H
sfase das & Fufa afae ¢
®» I Hee 3T & A A drell HidaA1gal S AR dar W7 2l

RS & 91T 3T
gatfaar:
W F[UTed Hael AT 3¢ 3rEaTe =g T TUTEdT @ S @7 8, o s8Rt aeiR gfaeast i usier
farears wemfaa &F T B
W SR gaTd: 9l 3cdlee omeTd 3R 3TER gefer, @y & a1y &Y FA HIAGT & HROT ScAeH W AT
ga1d 9% e &
» ufdeel At i Fufa: 3meaiid Aled, 9 €9 & 31@H R afRad done A, G 3caiee S
EEUEC TGRS

W HICARS HIAY areled: FSSAI 3R ARas Al qarr AuiRa Hieamres @A A3 &1 #38 d
qreleT AR AT AT FIET AR IToNFAT faRard FoAC 7@ & v voh oAl s=0 g% &
W fIIoT T e Gefrdr 3 TR 7 WA Taer 3ezer & gefer 3N garar A arr srefdr g

I Y TE I IS AT FeA:
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» I[UTAr AT JoTTel: 3cdTe IRERIAT 3R 3usadr favaw # gur & v 9 & Yee W U ot § de
aig oot & foene oo i denfe derern AfEa yomel dr Ea|

® ST GFThIOT: WET Yot I0TaE] 9 €Al Shigd Y AR 3ehier &1 fadiy §9 @ cgagr o &
foT T $r FrAd Je F lF G|

B STelary ofdielliel: eI HGH Yot & THTET T Hhell Hlel & fAT STefarg-erdiel Hi¥ deheiienl 3R
fafaefientor & fader 1

» faferAl 1 reureleT: dgoR RGN R YA GihAnst & AeIH & HIeARh & AU sifteaR sEy
AT (THIRTA) & 3fqaTelel dl Holqd |

B Jehellehl 3oetfcl: galdl del 3R AfRags gfaeaufcasar saw WwWa & fav FamEr, smyfadeor i dgaw
fafasTor deheiiet &t serar &

In News : Exercise AUSTRAHIND

HgF Vo 3ATH HIECIES T AT HEROT HERISE & QU7 7 facelr gfRieTor s A [E g3 FE T 8 H
21 dIdsX 2024 d& ImAfod fhar Saam|
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e JiFeifes & an &
» g XA IR Ao & v mfad v wgwa A e g

» I8 7R 3R o & Ii-arly ¥ 3Afaa v aifi¥e FIsa §1 58 79T T o dEmor feas)
2023 & 3freeforar & 3mafoa fFar aram e
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140 AT arel 9RAY gof & FfAfAfca eI &7 F I9RT ASHE &1 v Ferferde 3R ARAT arg J=r
& 14 HAIT canrT foRaT S|

HEITE HIECIES T 3T FYF ASE o RS & eI VIl & dgad TI@Eeh sorrent & 3e-2rgd
aTATeRoT # HIeFd 3U-IRYR AHAE & Heleled H IcR-HaTelel Sl Tl & ATCIH ¥ HRA 3R siteefaan
& T J=T FEANT A Ferdr & Bl

AT &7 WO A AT AT STeeT - dfsre St AR aeie ufieTor @xor AR gearae X
AT & GRIT AT T STt aTel 3ATH/I6e] 7 Ueh IRHATNG 817 TR Fooll HleT Sl HTaHald! HRaTs
T AT ZeT T 39T IR el 39T J2ar AW gelr alel 3aRerT 3nfe enfAer §1

Agcd: I aldl J&iT & AHARS Faiod & fov e, ddeie 3R 9fshanstt & 3most aafad gamsit &
TS el H TETH FIT0aT|
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ow things change within a year.

Russia’s President Viadimir Putin

made only a brief digital appearance

at the BRICS 2023 summit in
Johannesburg, despite host South Africa’s
decision to provide him diplomatic immunity
against an ICC-issued arrest warrant linked to the
Ukraine war. As the host and Chair of the summit
this year, Mr. Putin dominated the show, The
three-day summit pushed news about the
ongoing contlicts in Ukraine and West Asia to the
back pages.

Survival and a rejuvenation

The summit in Kazan, Russia (October 2224,
2024) was the sixteenth in a series that began in
20089, Only four countries — Brazil, Russia, India
andl China - participated in the first two summits.
South Africa joined the group at the third summit
in 2011, giving it its present name, BRICS. The first
decade recorded several accomplishments, but
the second decade began on a difficult note. The
outbreak of COVID-19 put China on the defensive;
then the bloody clash between Chinese and
Indian troops in the Galwan Valley in June 2020
brought ties between two member-states to a new
low; finally, Russia's invasion of Ukraine in
February 2022 triggered Moscow's confrontation
with the North Atlantic Treaty Organization. All
this made the grouping vulnerable,

Yet, it survived and showed signs of
rejuvenation. The 15th summit’s decision on
expansion led to five new members: Saudi
Arabia, the United Arab Emirates, Iran, Egypt,
and Ethiopia. A disclasure by Mr. Putin that 34
more nations are desirous of joining the grouping
signifies that BRICS is headed upwards,
Post-summit, the Russian projection was that this
grouping represents the ‘Global Majority.'

This transition trajectory needs to be factored
in while assessing the outcomes of the Kazan
summit and their broad implications for the
world. BRICS does not strive to create a new
world order. It just wants to reform the present
one so that it works for everyone, The grouping is
driven by “the BRICS spirit”, which is imbued
with eight specific characteristics: mutual respect
and understanding; sovereign equality; solidarity;
democracy; openness; Inclusiveness;
collaboration, and consensus. It is committed to
promoting intra-BRICS cooperation under three
verticals: political and security; economic and
financial, and cultural and people-to-people
cooperation.

BRICS, initially a grouping of emerging
economies, is now primarily a platform for
Emerging Markets and Developing Countries
(EMDCs). It is a combined grouping of the east
and the south, juxtaposed to the Global North.
There are notable anti-western tendencies within
the BRICS, but its moderate members are

Rajiy Bhati

a Distinguished
Fellow at Gateway
House, a formar High
Commissioner to
South Africa, and the
author of three books

on foreign policy

There is a
realisation now
that increased
membership
has the
potential to
enhance the
influence of this
plurilateral
grouping
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The BRICS journey — gaining heft while in transition

committed to safeguarding its non-western
orentation.

Pushing for comprehensive United Nations
reform, the grouping devised at Johannesburg a
careful formulation to support the aspirations of
countries from Africa, Asia and Latin America,
“including the BRICS countries” (meaning India,
Brazil and South Africa) to play a more significant
role in the UN, Including its Security Council. This
remained unchanged at Kazan; no further
improvement was registered in favour of the
three aspirants, None was expected as China’s
reluctance to go beyond this formula is an open
secrel

Another significant element was the grouping’s
call for the elimination of unflateral economic
sanctions. It depicts them as unilateral measures,
aptly highlighting that they are contrary to
international kaw and have far-reaching
implications for human rights.

Verticals and their focus

On the first vertical refating to peace and security,
the summit focused on the conflict in West Asia,
to which several paragraphs were devoted in the
declaration. Paragraph 30 has scathing criticism
for Israel’s actions without any reference to the
October 7 terrorist attack by Hamas. The
grouping has called for an immediate and
comprehensive ceasefire, unconditional release
of all hostages, and the establishment of an
independent 'State of Palestine'. Israel, whose
military dominance of the region continues, was
not impressed. Its response came in the form of a
direct air attack on Iran, a member of BRICS,

With Russia as the chair of BRICS, the grouping
said much less about the continuing war in
Ukraine. Members were content with reiterating
their national positions and calling for the end of
war through dialogue and diplomacy while
underlining the need to address “the root causes™
of conflicts,

On the second vertical of economic and
financial cooperation, the common currency
issue received maximum attention. The decision
taken was along expected lines. The use of local
currencies in financial transactions between
BRICS countries and their trading partners will be
facilitated further. However, the issue of deeper
financial and banking cooperation will continue
to be studied by the Finance ministries of the
member-states,

With Saudi Arabia still hesitant about joining
BRICS fully, initial expectations of a massive
capital injection into the New Development Bank
remain unfulfilled. Therefore, the leaders
restricted themselves to suggesting further
improvement in the bank's workings and
expressing their commitment to develop it into “a
new type of MDB in the 21st century.”

‘The third vertical aims to strengthen

people-to-people exchanges for social and
economic development. Cooperation involving
sports, culture, parliaments, civil society,
business, and think tanks could have a beneficial
long-term impact.

Finally, a crucial decision relfated to the
grouping’s expansion. The outreach session was
held on the last day, with the participation of 34
states. Having approved the guidelines and
criteria, a new category of ‘partner state’ wis
created. Thirteen countries have been invited to
join the grouping as partner states. Latin
America: Cuba and Bolivia; Eurasia: Belarus and
Tiirkiye; Africa: Algeria, Nigeria, and Uganda;
Southeast Asia: Indonesia, Malaysia, Thailand,
and Vietnam; and Central Asia: Kazakhstan and
Uzbekistan. Clearly, the third expansion will
further augment the BRICS family's share of the
workd population, international trade and GDP.
Between now and the next summit in Brazil in
2025, most of these states may be included as
partners, but they are expected to clamour for
their early elevation as full members. Hence, the
transition may continue for some more time,

From India’s lens

From India's perspective, BRICS figures among
the top six plurilateral groupings today — G20,
Quad, BRICS, BIMSTEC (The Bay of Bengal
Initiative for Multi-Sectoral Technical and
Economic Cooperation), G-7 (where India has a
nearly permanent guest status), and the Shanghai
Cooperation Organisation (SCO). BRICS helps
India to promote multipolarity in the world,
exercise its strategic autonomy, deepen its
refations with Russia, and effectively advocate the
interests and agenda of the Global South. In
addition, the latest summit served as a useful
plattorm for the first meeting in about five years
between Prime Minister Narendra Modi and
President Xi Jinping. Bilateral negotiations
resulted in an agreement on border patrolling
arrangements and di enit. Hence, this
meeting, held on the summit’s sidelines, heralded
the beginning of a rapprochement between New
Delhi and Bedjing, As China-India relations
improve, the strategic space for India 1o deal with
its western partners may also expand.

India attaches a high degree of importance to
making BRICS an effective instrument for
international cooperation, This nation has made a
tangible contribution in this direction and is
eager 1o continue doing so. Initial caution over
expansion has now been replaced by a sober
calculation that increased membership, if
handled properly, will enhance the influence of
this plurilateral grouping. Above all, BRICS allows
India to serve as a bridge between the west and
the east and between the north and the south,
thus turning New Delhi into a geopolitical sweet
spot today.
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UPSC Mains Practice Question:Ericielcit o cisiicai et ol e et ec i el
Y, T woE & v g & RAvar 3k oRa & worelifas seedl W eare $fea B S

et
» Folld H 2024 99 R TFAeT o dfRas Ot & & sdich I T, JeTIdT HT [aEdR
3R AR & AT FRTET Taedr # FUR e & 38T A 39PR foha|
» TS TRl ARG afEror 1 gfafAfica R F e & ged YT H Thd & &
» AR foFa & WEaE FERaar @ 3 Jei AR q@-aRaw Faut 1 Jerar & & forw Ageater
AT g

gessfar 3T weet

» TF & FHollel H 9d 2024 RIET F@FA, 2009 A FAg H A0 & a1 § 16a1 RN FFAed
o]

» BT H Sofier, ®0, 7R AR Ao mfdAer &, gfayor nbrer 2011 &7 w3 afdrer g3m, owa fowra
HI SHHT TdATT TT&T T

» HAE I I GO &P H HIfds-19, 2020 H HRA-HeA Iefalel b1l FEY 3R Yohel JeoT & HROT
ATET & WY & & FEY & HROT GoAlfdl T FHAT AT 3T, '@ gHRN Tehall 3R orelienae
T Tietor fohar|

faear 3tk ARTF v
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2023 # 159 RIEX FFAee 7 foerd &1 [3FaR g3, [Sa# a3 3R, o3, 539, 7w 3R sffan
Qﬂﬁl?fg‘tfl

34 faRea et fr s 3T rdcgaransit iR e et & o & 79 & & 7 a4
1 3T gRATdr g, T aeg "afRRas TgHAd" AT gl

FYST, oo, A, SRR IR Fofhedi= Higd ke 3R et 1 "Heler T3l & &7 &
MfAer g & fov AT fRar 2, Saw foora & saareaha 3R s gga &1 [IFdr
83|

foFw w1 7w e sk fadtvand

»

»

»

fserar AR cgawar & YR AT BT &, FAQRIT, TholedT HR FAAAT R SR T 8, 7 &
U 15 faea cgaear Tanfud &l

T & YA & F Ul 3R GIaT Fgan, e iR fada smefierlr 3 el & ot &
drg gay anfAe gl

THE 1 faarRYRy, "o s1aer, 3mad FFAT, TY3Y AT, diehdd 3R 3TH FATT &I dehreld
Y &, S 30 ARG Sf@ur Y 3mare & & F Tafig Fdr 8

T 2024 @z gFAesT & aRomA

»

TStedifas 3R &t qednT

o HIVUIIT #H Ii¥ad URIAT # FuY &l d&ifd fhar 3=, Sas soRell dRasar $r frelider
1 a8 3R geur faue, st 1 Rers 3R weh Whfoediesl Isg & AT # 715]

o 30+ fAulld, 0 & 9o Adcd & HRUT Jghel Y 1 WRT eo=T e, fSod deet o
faqeT AT & AT 3mear alern|

o RIET FFACT A Tehcwr 3NMTeh Gfaetll &1 farer fham, AaT®aRT W 304 Uidghe yamar i
3R TR

fde st i agater
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o U A Hel # fauR 3Heqgel & el &, O adas & Ty <o 3R amfiert & o
AN HI3 A AR & Giaurslels dalel W AT Hiod fhar aam gl

o T3A! 3N HI ufharee A g SdeUAc s (NDB) & T Wi 39eT3il @l garriad foha,
o8 981 gl 9arg & T9=T NDB HdTelel &1 Solet &1 fAwrier §§I

o HIATSH 3N HiTHian FEdmaT

o FIET FFAeT o &rehifeleh AATGh-3TT% T & T d&pfd, W 3R AeRe das #
Al & AT HEE-Yed R AR 62T, e 3eged foad aArat # gfass d94l &I derdT & ¢l

HRa @ qfAewr AR afder

» rifas AR Fedfas mgea
o e #RA & ©F Hecayl sgueld #dl & § T g, SN 37 ARGF sy F FemEr &,
UTeAITcleh TR &I &Tar el 3R dRgeh gfator fRdl o1 T\der ael $r At aar &
owmﬁwm@w-wmﬁgﬁmmﬁ,mmﬁmmﬁy
3R wafad &9 § gfauafia weem # gUR g3
o ¥R e &l qd AR afRes qur 3R 3R Sfaior & i U A & &9 & el AR o,
39N FeAfaw Tgd 3R YT FI fAEAR F & fT Aged & &

» foFa REarR w giewor
oY A [AFIN & I H Hdh Eo & STasle, AR e S AHHRT AT g, 92t 30 oo g &
THTE & Hlgd el & [T HGUEgaeh Feied fhar |
o qa-URIH 3 Ia-GlaIT Harar 1 dorar &l 1 GHg H &TAT AR F H-Uoleliaeh f&dl &
oy WA gl &, S T Wi dRas @erst & w0 7§ sadhr ufa & Aeed awdr 8l

sy

W FHoflel RIGX AT o forg & ool AR 3efeherarelierdr I Y@ifehd fhar, fSad #isger
SIEAT T deolel o qoird FATALN dRTeh FURT T FHIT Hlel T gice |
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» HAU FEEA 3R @R 3T F G5 @ FHHT YT ST g, Siafh HRA HT HEieRr AR wed
TS fle FaY IisdT qReT # U HJearnrl AfFd & &9 & aq & Hged H IR Fd
gl




