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Page 01 : GS 3 : Indian Economy
India's consumer price inflation has moderated slightly, dropping from a 14-month high of 6.2% in October
to 5.5% in November 2024. This decline is largely attributed to a reduction in food price inflation, although
food inflation remains elevated. The news also highlights the growing economic pressures, particularly on
rural consumers, and the ongoing discussions about monetary policy adjustments by the Reserve Bank of
India (RBI).

Moderation in Inflation Due to Food Price Cooling
Food Price Trends: The overall food inflation showed some respite, with significant cooling in the
prices of vegetables (down from 42.2% to 30%) and food grains rising at the slowest pace in 28
months.
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Pulses and Oil Prices: Pulses saw a cooling down to
just over 5% after a prolonged period of high inflation, but edible oil prices continued to rise sharply
by 13.3%, driven by global price increases and domestic policy changes.
Rural Inflation Impact: Despite some relief in certain food items, rural consumers faced nearly 6%
inflation,  with  higher  food  prices  affecting  their  purchasing  power  more  severely  than  urban
consumers.

Inflation's Spillover Effects on Manufacturing and Services
Cost  Pressures  on  Businesses: Manufacturing  and  services  sectors  reported  heightened  cost
pressures, compelling firms to raise prices at the highest pace in 12 years.
Government's Response to Inflation: While the government maintains that food price volatility
should  not  dictate  monetary  policy,  it  faces  increasing  concerns  about  the  broader  impact  of
inflation on the economy.
Impact on RBI's Inflation Forecast: The RBI raised its inflation forecast for the October-December
period from 4.8% to 5.7%, expecting inflation to remain above its target of 4% until mid-2025.

Debate on Interest Rate Cuts and Fiscal Measures
Interest  Rate  Cut  Expectations: There  are  increasing  expectations  of  an  interest  rate  cut  in
February's RBI Monetary Policy Committee (MPC) meeting, though the latest data suggests that
inflation might cool further and growth could pick up slightly,  reducing the urgency for  such a
move.
Fiscal Prudence and Growth Support: The government may hope that its Budget for 2025-26,
which will be presented before the February MPC meeting, will demonstrate fiscal discipline and
propose measures to alleviate living costs, bolstering the case for rate cuts.
Monetary Policy Deliberations: Despite pressures for a rate cut, the RBI's cautious stance indicates
that any decision will be balanced with concerns about economic growth and inflation trends, which
are expected to moderate in the coming months.

UPSC Mains ractice Question
Ques : Assess the current state of inflation in India and its impact on different sectors of the economy. How
should the Reserve Bank of India approach monetary policy adjustments in light of these trends?  (150
words/10m) 
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Page 04 :  GS 3 : Disaster & Disaster
Management 

The Lok Sabha passed the Disaster Management (Amendment) Bill, 2024, marking a significant update to
the Disaster Management Act, 2005.

The  Bill  aims  to  enhance  disaster  preparedness  and  management  across  India  by  introducing
institutional reforms and clarifying roles at various administrative levels.

Salient Provisions of the Disaster Management (Amendment) Bill 2024:
Defines disaster management:
o Disaster management is inclusive of disaster risk reduction - the practice of reducing disaster

risk through systematic effort.
o This is to analyse and manage the causal facts of disaster through -
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 Reduced exposure to hazard;
 Reduced vulnerability of people, property, infrastructure, economic activity, environmental

and natural resource; and
 Improved preparedness, resilience and capacity to manage and respond to adverse events.

o Disaster database at national and State level: The database will include -
 Disaster assessment,
 Fund allocation detail,
 Expenditure,
 Preparedness and mitigation plan,
 Risk registers according to type and severity of risk, etc.

Constitution of UDMA: The Bill provides for the Urban Disaster Management Authority (UDMA) for
State  capitals  and  large  cities  having  municipal  corporations,  except  the  UTs  of  Delhi  and
Chandigarh.
State Disaster Response Force (SDRF): It provides for the constitution of the SDRF by the State
government.
Empowers the National Disaster Management Authority (NDMA): To take stock of the entire
range of disaster risks in the country periodically, including emerging disaster risks.
Empowers the NDMA and the State Disaster Management Authorities (SDMAs): To prepare the
disaster plan at national level and State level respectively instead of the plans made by the National
and the State Executive Committees earlier.
Provides  statutory  status  to  certain  organisations: The  Bill  also  provides  statutory  status  to
certain pre-Act organisations like the National Crisis Management Committee and the High-Level
Committee.
Empower the Central and State governments: To direct any person to take any action or refrain
from taking any action for reducing the impact of a disaster and to impose a penalty not exceeding
₹10,000.

Rational/Significance of the Disaster Management (Amendment) Bill 2024:
Recommendations of the 15th Finance Commission: There was a need to amend the Disaster
Management Act 2005 to mainstream disaster management in the development plans.
Brings more clarity and convergence: In the roles of authorities and committees working in the
field of disaster management. This is relevant in the context of the recent Wayanad tragedy.
A transformative step: Toward enhancing the nation's  capacity  for  disaster  risk  reduction and
environmental sustainability.
A comprehensive, centralised disaster database:
o At both national and state levels will significantly build resilient communities by improving their

ability to prepare for, respond to, and recover from disasters.
o It will facilitate more efficient resource allocation, better coordination among stakeholders, and

timely, informed decision-making during crises.
Opposition's Criticism of the Disaster Management (Amendment) Bill 2024:
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Concerns  over  federalism: The  Bill  undermines
states' rights and shifts disaster management from a state to a central subject.  The Bill  violates
cooperative federalism principles enshrined in the Constitution.
Relief as a justiciable right: The absence of disaster relief as a legally enforceable right is cited by
Tamil Nadu’s struggle to secure aid after Cyclone Michaung.
Bureaucratic  overlap: The  extensive  powers  granted  to  the  Centre  through  the  NDMA,  and
constitution of multiple authorities may result in potential bureaucratic conflicts.
Government’s Clarification: The Bill was being introduced under Entry 23 in the Concurrent List
(“social security and social insurance, emplaned unemployment”) and the Bill followed a report by a
task force in 2013.

Conclusion:
“Disaster is not for any party, person, or area - it impacts the nation as a whole.”
The Disaster  Management (Amendment)  Bill,  2024,  presents a much-needed overhaul of  India’s
disaster management framework.
As  natural  disasters  continue  to  intensify,  the  success  of  this  legislation  will  depend  on  its
implementation and cooperative collaboration between the Centre and states.

UPSC Mains Practice Question
Ques : Analyze the key provisions of the Disaster Management (Amendment) Bill, 2024, and discuss
how they enhance India's preparedness and response to disasters. (250 Words /15 marks)
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Page 07: GS 3 : Science & Technology
The outbreak reported in the first week of December 2024 in the Democratic Republic of Congo, which has
already claimed more than 400 lives and is yet to be classified, has sparked concerns that it might be an
example of Disease X.

What is Disease X?
Definition: Disease X is a hypothetical term coined by the World Health Organization (WHO) in
2018  to  represent  an  unknown  pathogen  that  could  potentially  cause  a  global  epidemic  or
pandemic.
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Conceptual  Origin:  The  term  was  created  in  the
aftermath of  the  Ebola  epidemic  (2014-2016)  to  emphasise  the  need for  preparedness  against
unpredictable infectious diseases.
Nature of Disease X: It serves as a placeholder for both “known unknowns” (threats we are aware
of but do not fully understand) and “unknown unknowns” (threats we are not yet aware of). This
acknowledges the likelihood of future pandemics without specifying their characteristics.
Potential  Pathogens: Disease  X  could  originate  from  a  variety  of  sources,  including  viruses,
bacteria, parasites, fungi, helminths, or prions. Historical data indicates that about 70% of emerging
infectious diseases have zoonotic origins, meaning they are transmitted from animals to humans.
Emerging  Disease  Patterns:  The  emergence  of  new  diseases  is  often  linked  to  ecological
disruptions  caused  by  human  activities  such  as  deforestation  and  urbanisation,  which  increase
contact between humans and wildlife.

Why is it Important to Prepare for Disease X?
Global Health Security: Preparing for Disease X is essential for protecting public health globally.
The emergence of new pathogens can lead to widespread illness and mortality, as demonstrated by
COVID-19.
Unpredictable  Nature  of  Outbreaks: The  unpredictable  emergence  of  infectious  diseases
necessitates  robust  surveillance and rapid response systems.  Being prepared helps mitigate the
impact of unforeseen threats.
Increasing Frequency of Outbreaks: The frequency of novel outbreaks has significantly increased
since the mid-20th century due to environmental changes, urbanization, and human encroachment
on wildlife habitats.
Economic  Impact: Pandemics  can  have  devastating  economic  consequences,  disrupting  trade,
travel, and healthcare systems. Preparedness can help minimize these impacts.
What should be done to prevent this? ( Way forward) 
Advances  in  Science  and Technology: Investments  in  research,  genomic  sequencing,  artificial
intelligence, and public health infrastructure enhance our ability to detect and respond to emerging
diseases quickly.
International  Cooperation: Global  collaboration  is  crucial  for  effective  outbreak  response.
Initiatives like  the WHO’s priority  pathogen list  and proposed Pandemic Treaty  aim to foster  a
unified approach to health emergencies.
Equitable Access to Resources: Ensuring equitable access to diagnostics, treatments, and vaccines
across all countries is vital for effective pandemic response, particularly in low- and middle-income
nations.

UPSC Mains PYQ : 2020
Ques : COVID-19 pandemic has caused unprecedented devastation worldwide. However,  technological
advancements are being availed readily to win over the crisis. Give an account of how technology was
sought to aid the management of the pandemic. (250 Words /15 marks)
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Page 10 : GS 3 : Enviroment
In 2015, Beijing had an annual average Air Quality Index (AQI) of 144, comparable to Delhi’s current average of 155
in 2024. However, Beijing has since achieved a one-third reduction in its pollution levels, with the most notable
decline occurring between 2013 and 2017.
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Why discuss Beijing in the context of Delhi?

The comparison between Beijing and Delhi is significant due to their shared status as capitals of emerging
economies facing severe air pollution challenges.  
Similar Pollution Levels: In 2015, Beijing had an average AQI of 144, comparable to Delhi’s current average
of 155 for 2024. This similarity highlights the potential for improvement in Delhi, as Beijing has successfully
reduced its pollution levels significantly since then.
Common  Sources  of  Pollution:  Both  cities  experience  high  pollution  from  similar  sources,  including
vehicular emissions, coal combustion, and industrial activities. The regional contributions to air quality issues
are also significant in both cases, particularly during winter months.
Need for  Collective  Action: Just  as  Beijing  required  a  coordinated effort  across  its  region  to  combat
pollution, Delhi must engage neighboring areas in a collective strategy to effectively address its air quality
crisis.

What did Beijing do and how did it achieve it?

Phased and Strategic Planning: Implemented a 20-year anti-pollution programme in three phases (1998-
2017) with local government autonomy and public participation to ensure gradual and sustainable progress.

o 1998-2008: Initial groundwork.
o 2009-2012: Strengthening regulations.
o 2013-2017: Aggressive measures termed the “war against air pollution.

Energy Sector Transition: Shifted from coal to cleaner energy by renovating power plants, eliminating coal
boilers, and replacing residential coal heating, reducing major emissions.
Transportation Reforms: Upgraded public transport infrastructure, introduced emission controls in vehicles,
and phased out polluting vehicles with subsidies, reducing transportation-based pollutants.
Regional Collaboration and Investment: Partnered with five neighboring provinces for coordinated pollution
control and increased financial investment sixfold to implement targeted measures effectively.
Financial Investment: A sixfold increase in investment over four years supported these initiatives, allowing for
significant infrastructure improvements and regulatory enforcement.
As a result of these efforts, major pollutants like sulfur dioxide and PM2.5 saw significant reductions (e.g.,
PM2.5 decreased by 59% between 2013-2017).

What can Delhi learn from the Beijing experience?

Integrated Public  Transport  System: Establishing  an  efficient  bus-metro system to reduce reliance on
private vehicles is essential. Upgrading the bus fleet and enhancing last-mile connectivity can significantly
improve public transport accessibility.
Energy Transition: Similar to Beijing’s shift away from coal,  Delhi should diversify its energy sources by
promoting renewable energy options like solar power while reducing dependence on coal-fired plants.
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Regional Coordination: Pollution control efforts should
extend beyond city limits to include neighboring regions, fostering collaboration similar to Beijing’s regional
initiatives.
Public Advocacy for Clean Air: Encouraging citizen engagement in demanding accountability from the
government can build political will for implementing necessary changes.
Political Will and Consistency: Addressing air pollution requires sustained political commitment and a long-
term action plan rather than ad hoc measures that fail to tackle root causes.

Way forward: 

Strengthen Policy Implementation and Regional Collaboration: Formulate and enforce a comprehensive,
long-term pollution control policy with coordinated efforts  involving Delhi  and its  neighboring states to
address regional pollution sources effectively.
Promote Sustainable Infrastructure and Public Engagement: Invest in renewable energy, green public
transport,  and urban planning while  fostering  public  participation and advocacy  for  clean  air  to  ensure
accountability and sustained progress.

UPSC Mains PYQ : 2015

Ques : Mumbai, Delhi and Kolkata are the three Mega cities of the country but the air pollution is much more serious
probelm in Delhi as compared to the other two. Why is this so?
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In News : Willow Chip
Recently, Google has announced a significant advancement in quantum computing as it unveiled its next-
generation chip called 'Willow'.

About Willow Chip:
It is a new state-of-the-art quantum computing chip developed by Google.
The components of the chip include single and two-qubit gates, qubit reset, and readout that have
been engineered and integrated to ensure that there is no lag between any two components as that
may adversely impact system performance.
It was able to solve a complex mathematical problem in just five minutes — a task that would take
classical computers longer than the history of the universe.
It  performed a standard benchmark computation in under five minutes that  would take one of
today’s fastest supercomputers 10 septillion (that is, 1025) years.
It  operates  using  superconducting  transmon  qubits—tiny  electrical  circuits  exhibiting  quantum
behaviour at extremely low temperatures.  These circuits are engineered to function like artificial
atoms in a quantum state.

What is a quantum chip?
A quantum chip is  a special  type of  computer chip designed to use the principles of quantum
mechanics, the science of very tiny particles like atoms.
-While regular chips use 'bits' (0 or 1) to process information, quantum chips use 'qubits', which can
be 0 or 1 or both at the same time.
This unique ability allows quantum chips to handle complex calculations much faster than traditional
computers.
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Page : 08 Editorial Analysis 

GS Paper 02 : Indian Polity 
PYQ : (UPSC CSE (M) GS-2 2020)  The strength and sustenance of local institutions
in India has shifted from their formative phase of ‘Functions,  Functionaries and
Funds’to the contemporary stage of ‘Functionality’. Highlightthe critical challenges
faced  by  local  institutions  in  terms  of  their  functionality  in  recent  times.  (250
Words /15 marks)
UPSC Mains Practice Question: Urban local government polls are a cornerstone of
grassroots  democracy  in  India.  Discuss  their  role  in  strengthening  urban
governance and the challenges they face. (250 words, 15 marks) 
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Context :
The ongoing debate on simultaneous elections, commonly referred to as One Nation One Election
(ONOE), presents a valuable opportunity to highlight a fundamental aspect of local democracy: the
need for elections to Urban Local Governments (ULGs).

What is the Significance of Urban Local Government elections?

Decentralized  Governance: ULGs  are  crucial  for  decentralized  self-governance,  which  is
fundamental to democratic functioning at the grassroots level.
Service  Delivery: ULGs  are  responsible  for  delivering  essential  civic  services  such  as  water,
sanitation, public health, and urban planning, which directly affect citizens’ quality of life.
Local Democracy: Regular  elections to ULGs ensure democratic legitimacy,  enabling citizens to
participate in the governance process at the local level and hold local representatives accountable.
Economic and Social Impact: ULGs play a vital role in urban development, economic growth, and
social  well-being.  As  cities  are  responsible  for  a  significant  portion of  the country’s  GDP,  well-
governed local bodies contribute to national prosperity.

Why is Voter Turnout in Urban Local Elections Typically Lower?

Lack of Awareness: Voter awareness regarding local elections is often lower than that for state or
national elections, leading to reduced participation.
Perceived Impact: Many voters  feel  that  the impact  of  urban local  elections is  less  significant
compared to state or national elections, resulting in voter apathy.
Political  Disengagement: In  many  cases,  urban  residents  may  feel  disconnected  from  local
governance, especially when local issues are not perceived as urgent or when political campaigns do
not adequately address them.
Timing  and  Scheduling  Issues: Elections  to  ULGs  may  be  held  at  different  times  or  not
synchronized with other elections, causing confusion and disengagement.
Voter  Fatigue: Frequent  elections  at  different  levels  may contribute  to  voter  fatigue,  lowering
participation rates in local elections.

What reforms are necessary to enhance the effectiveness of urban local governments?

Empower State Election Commissions (SECs): Strengthening SECs by granting them autonomy
and resources for conducting timely and fair elections is essential. Currently, many SECs lack the
authority to carry out ward delimitation effectively, which delays elections.
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Regular Elections: Ensuring that ULGs hold regular
elections every five years is crucial. The recent acceptance of recommendations by the High-Level
Committee (HLC) for synchronizing local body elections with state and national polls is a positive
step in this direction.
Decentralization of Powers: The 74th Constitutional Amendment aimed at decentralizing powers
to ULGs; however, actual implementation has been inconsistent.
Public Participation: Encouraging greater public  involvement in decision-making processes will
enhance transparency and accountability within ULGs. This can be achieved through community
engagement initiatives and participatory budgeting processes.

Way forward: 

Strengthen Institutional Capacity and Autonomy: Empower State Election Commissions (SECs)
with the necessary authority and resources to ensure timely and independent elections.
Promote Public Engagement and Accountability: Encourage active public participation through
initiatives like community engagement, participatory budgeting, and transparency in governance.
This will improve the responsiveness of ULGs to citizen needs and foster stronger local democracy.


