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Page 01 : Prelims Fact 

Sri Lanka’s National People’s Power (NPP) alliance achieved a historic landslide victory in the November 14 

general elections, securing a two-thirds majority. 

 This win reflects island-wide support, overturning traditional ethnic voting patterns and empowering 

President Dissanayake’s reform agenda. 

 
Analysis of the news: 

 President Anura Kumara Dissanayake’s National People’s Power (NPP) alliance secured a historic 

landslide win in Sri Lanka’s November 14 general elections. 

 The NPP won 159 seats in the 225-member Parliament, achieving over a two-thirds majority, while 

the Opposition Samagi Jana Balawegaya (SJB) won just 40 seats. 

 The Rajapaksas’ Sri Lanka Podujana Peramuna suffered a massive defeat, reducing their presence to 

just three seats from 145 in 2020. 

 The NPP’s remarkable mandate in Tamil and Muslim-dominated regions like Jaffna and the hill 

country signalled a shift in voting patterns. 

 This marks the first two-thirds majority under Sri Lanka’s proportional representation system, paving 

the way for political and economic reforms. 

Political System of Sri Lanka 

 Type of Government: Sri Lanka is a unitary democratic republic under a semi-presidential system. 

 Constitution: Operates under the Constitution of 1978, establishing a strong executive presidency. 
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 Executive Branch: The President is both the Head of State, Head of Government, and Commander-

in-Chief of the Armed Forces. 

o The Prime Minister is the senior minister and assists the President. 

 Legislature: The Parliament is a unicameral body with 225 members, elected for a 5-year term.It is 

responsible for making laws, approving budgets, and overseeing the executive. 

 Judiciary: An independent system with the Supreme Court as the highest authority. 

 Decentralisation: Governed through provinces with limited autonomy under provincial councils. 

 Elections: Conducted under proportional representation. 

 Political Parties: Multi-party system with dominant parties like NPP and SJB. 
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Page  03 : GS 2 :  Governance 

The National Task Force (NTF) report, submitted in response to the Supreme Court’s suo motu case on the 

R.G. Kar rape and murder, rejected the need for a separate Central law for healthcare professionals’ 

protection. 

 It recommended enhancing State laws and utilizing the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita, 2023.This decision 

contrasts with calls from doctors’ bodies for stricter national legislation. 

 
Opposition to a Separate Central Law 

 The National Task Force (NTF), in its report filed in the Supreme Court concerning the R.G. Kar rape 

and murder case, stated that there is no need for a separate Central law to protect healthcare 

professionals. 

 The NTF argued that State laws already have adequate provisions to address minor offences, while 

heinous offences can be addressed under the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita, 2023 (BNS). 
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 The report concluded that existing laws at the State level are sufficient for day-to-day offences, and 

a separate law was unnecessary. 

State Laws and Enforcement Mechanisms 

 24 States have enacted laws protecting healthcare professionals, defining terms like “healthcare 

professional” and “medical professional.” 

 The NTF report acknowledged that two more States have introduced Bills for the same. 

 Where no specific State laws exist, the BNS can be used to address violence against healthcare 

professionals immediately. 

Doctors’ Demand for a Central Law 

 The NTF’s recommendation contradicted the demand from the Indian Medical Association (IMA), 

which advocated for a deterrent Central law and the designation of hospitals as safe zones. 

 The IMA had highlighted the need for a national protocol to ensure the safety and security of 

medical professionals, especially following the tragic incident at R.G. Kar Medical College. 

NTF Recommendations for Immediate and Long-Term Measures 

 The NTF proposed short-term, medium-term, and long-term measures, including the deployment of 

trained security personnel, coordination with local police, and installing CCTVs. 

 It emphasized that FIRs should be filed within six hours of reporting any violence against healthcare 

workers. 

 The NTF identified poor communication between healthcare professionals and patients’ families as a 

major source of violence, leading to mistrust and mob attacks. 
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Page 01 & 05 : GS : 2 – International Relations, GS : 3 – Environment 

At COP29 in Baku, India emphasised equitable climate finance, urging developed nations to fulfil their 

obligations under the Paris Agreement by mobilising $1.3 trillion 

annually until 2030. 

 India also opposed unilateral trade measures like the EU’s 

CBAM, labelling them discriminatory and a hindrance to 

global cooperation. 

India’s Position on Climate Finance 

 India emphasised that climate finance should not be viewed 

as “investment goals” by developed countries. 

 It highlighted that the Paris Agreement mandates developed 

countries to provide and mobilise climate finance 

unidirectionally to support developing nations. 

 India reiterated that $5-6.8 trillion of climate finance is 

required globally until 2030, as per ongoing discussions. 

 A New Collective Quantified Goal on Climate Finance is 

under deliberation, aiming to replace the outdated $100 

billion annual target set in 2009 for 2020-2025. 

Focus of COP29: New Climate Finance Target 

 The COP29 discussions are critical for establishing a new 

operational target by 2025 to support developing nations’ 

transition to renewable energy without hindering 

developmental progress. 

 India, representing developing nations, stressed that 

developed countries must commit to mobilising $1.3 trillion 

annually till 2030 to address climate adaptation and 

transition needs. 

India’s Stance on Unilateral Trade Measures 

 India strongly opposed “protectionist” trade measures linked 

to carbon emissions, stating that they are discriminatory and 

violate principles of equity. 

 Such measures, India argued, shift the financial burden of 

low-carbon transitions onto developing and low-income 

countries. 

China-Led Petition Against Trade Restrictions 

 A petition led by a grouping of major developing countries 

proposed a formal agenda item to address unilateral trade 

measures linked to climate change. 
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 These measures primarily target the European Union’s Carbon Border Adjustment Mechanism 

(CBAM), a tax on imports not meeting EU carbon norms. 

What is Carbon Border Adjustment Mechanism (CBAM)? 

 Purpose: The Carbon Border Adjustment Mechanism (CBAM) is a European Union proposal 

designed to impose a carbon tax on imported goods from countries with less stringent 

environmental regulations. 

 Goal: It aims to prevent carbon leakage, ensuring that EU industries are not disadvantaged by 

stricter climate policies compared to foreign competitors. 

 Products Affected: CBAM targets goods like cement, steel, aluminium, fertilisers, and electricity 

that are imported into the EU. 

 Implementation: Currently in a transitional phase, CBAM will come into full effect on January 1, 

2026. 

 Controversy: The mechanism has faced criticism for being seen as a protectionist measure and 

discriminatory against developing nations, which might not have equivalent carbon policies. 

Key Concerns with CBAM 

 India and other nations described CBAM-like policies as “arbitrary and unjustifiable unilateral 

measures”. 

 These measures are seen as undermining multilateral cooperation on climate goals while 

disproportionately impacting developing countries. 
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Page 07 : GS 3 : Environment – Conservation –  Important Species  

The Bandhavgarh Tiger Reserve (BTR) in Madhya Pradesh witnessed the tragic deaths of 10 elephants, 

likely due to Kodo millet contaminated with cyclopiazonic acid. 

 This incident highlighted concerns over human-wildlife conflict, inadequate resources for elephant 

management, and the need for research into Kodo’s effects.The government is working on 

preventive measures. 

 
Cause of Death 

 Toxicity from Kodo Millet: 
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o Post-mortem reports confirmed that the elephants died from consuming Kodo millet 

contaminated with cyclopiazonic acid, a toxin produced by a fungus found in Kodo crops. 

o The Indian Veterinary Research Institute (IVRI) and ICRISAT confirmed high levels of the toxin in 

both the elephants’ organs and the Kodo crop from the affected farm. 

o Symptoms of Toxicity: The elephants showed signs of distress, including difficulty moving, loss 

of balance, and lethargy before their deaths. 

Official Reactions and Investigations 

 Government Response: 

o The State Government sent a high-level team to investigate the deaths, suspending key officials 

for negligence. 

o The National Green Tribunal issued notices to various government agencies, including the 

Ministry of Agriculture and Wildlife Institute of India, regarding the deaths and Kodo millet’s 

role. 

 Kodo Millet Cultivation: 

o Kodo millet, traditionally grown in forests and tribal areas, has gained popularity as a 

commercial crop due to its health benefits. 

o However, its widespread cultivation has introduced risks, such as fungal infections under certain 

climatic conditions, affecting wildlife and ecosystems. 

Agricultural Practices and Environmental Impact 

 Fungal Infections: 

o Environmental conditions in October, characterised by heavy rainfall and the ripening of Kodo 

millet, led to the growth of toxic fungi in the crops, which produced cyclopiazonic acid. 

o Experts suggest that the toxicity might be common in Kodo millet during such climatic 

conditions but has received limited research attention, especially regarding its impact on 

elephants. 

Bandhavgarh’s Elephant Management Challenges 

 Increased Elephant Population: 

o The elephant population in Madhya Pradesh has risen, with elephants from neighbouring states 

like Chhattisgarh and Odisha migrating into the region. Bandhavgarh alone hosts 65-70 

elephants. 

 Management Issues: 

o The reserve faces challenges in tracking and managing this growing population. 

o The lack of proper resources, such as tranquillisers, vehicles for protection, and trained 

personnel, hinders effective elephant management. 

o Forest guards, such as Gyaan Singh, have faced threats from tigers and elephants without 

adequate safety measures. 

 Lack of Infrastructure: 

o The reserve lacks a dedicated veterinary facility for wildlife and relies on a single veterinarian. 

o In the case of the elephant deaths, additional veterinary help was required but unavailable. 
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o The local community has expressed concerns over escalating human-animal conflict. 

Future Actions and Proposals 

 Elephant Monitoring: 

o The forest department plans to use satellite collars on elephants to track their movements and 

prevent conflicts. There are also proposals to implement thermal imaging and trap cameras for 

better monitoring. 

 Training and Infrastructure: 

o Madhya Pradesh officials are being sent to Tamil Nadu and Karnataka to learn best practices in 

elephant management, including techniques for managing orphaned elephants and improving 

wildlife treatment facilities. 
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GS Paper 02 : Governance & Social Justice  

UPSC Mains Practice Question: Examine the challenges faced by public policy 

institutions in India in influencing governance and policy making. Discuss how an 

India-centric approach to policy education can address these challenges and 

strengthen democratic governance.  (150 words/10m)  
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Context : 

 India, despite being the world’s largest democracy, lacks a globally renowned public policy 

institution.Centralised executive power and limited legislative influence undermine the policy 

ecosystem’s vibrancy. 

 An India-centric institution must address local power dynamics and foster non-partisan, empathy-

driven governance to create meaningful developmental and policy impacts. 

Lack of Influence in Power and Decision-Making 

 Public policy institutions thrive when they can influence power and decision-making processes. 

 In India, decision-making is centralised within the executive, led by the political elite and 

bureaucrats, sidelining public policy academics and civil society groups. 

 The legislative oversight over the executive is limited, leading to a less deliberative policy ecosystem 

compared to other democracies. 

Comparison with the United States 

 In the U.S., Congress independently crafts legislation, creating multiple entry points for public policy 

schools, think tanks, and advocacy groups to influence policymaking. 

 This decentralised process sustains a vibrant ecosystem where funding and influence are linked to 

analysis, debate, and expertise. 

 In contrast, India’s centralised power limits the role of these institutions unless they align with top 

leadership and political priorities. 

Fragility and Dependence on Power 

 The influence of policy professionals in India is heavily tied to who is in power, leading to instability 

when regimes change. 

 In institutionalised democracies, think tanks and civil society groups maintain influence regardless of 

political transitions, ensuring a stable policy ecosystem. 

Designing an Institution for India’s Reality 

 A world-class public policy institution in India must account for the informal, personalised nature of 

power. 

 The curriculum should include: 

o Traditional policy expertise. 

o Understanding of India’s unique power dynamics, including caste hierarchies, regional elites, and 

grassroots movements. 

o Pragmatism in navigating opaque and unevenly distributed power structures. 

o Empathy for the lived realities of Indian people should be cultivated, moving away from top-

down diktats to people-centric governance. 

Building Institutional Space for Nation-Building 
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 Political legitimacy and influence in India are overly tied to the executive, resulting in sycophancy 

and instability. 

 A public policy institution should foster a space where legitimacy is based on the quality of public 

interventions, not proximity to power. 

 Diverse partnerships across political, bureaucratic, and civil society sectors can provide stability and 

opportunities for influence regardless of regime changes. 

Global Impact of an India-Centric Policy Institution 

 A public policy school grounded in local realities can influence power effectively and set an example 

for developing nations. 

 Such an institution would demonstrate the importance of adapting policy education to specific 

political and social contexts, gaining global prominence. 

Conclusion 

 It is this dual role that would allow the school and its graduates to influence power instead of 

operating at lower levels.  

 Such an institution would set an example for other developing nations and gain global prominence 

by demonstrating that effective policy education must arise from local realities rather than mirror 

western models. 

 


