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Zakir Hussain, who beat a syncretic
rhythm, passes away at 73 in the U.S.

Anuj Kumar
NEW DELHI

The tabla fell silent as Us-

tad Zakir Hussain (1951

2024), one of India’s great-
est cultural ambassadors,
passed away on Monday af-
ter a brief illness in a San
Francisco hospital.

A genteel virtuoso who
transformed the modest
instrument into a robust
voice for universal peace
and humanity, Hussain
was known for incredible
speed, dexterity, and
creativity, mesmerising
audiences across cul-
tures and making him
one of the greatest mus-
icians of all time. As the
son of table maestro
Ustad Alla Rakha, Hus-
sain had a natural affin-
ity towards the thump of

the instrument and the
composite culture. Having
grown up singing devotion-
al hymns to Mother Saras-
wati, reciting verses of the
Koran, and hymns of the
Bible as a daily ri-

tual in his Mahim home in
Mumbai, Hussian embo-
died India’s syncretic soul.

Unparalleled legacy
In a statement, the family
of Hussain, 73, confirmed
that one of the world’s
most transcendent musi-
cians passed away from
idiopathic pulmonary fi-
brosis, a lung disease. He
had been hospitalised over
two weeks ago. “His prolif-
ic work as a teacher, men-
tor, and educator has left
an indelible mark on
countless musicians. He
hoped to inspire the next
generation to go further.
He leaves behind an un-
paralleled legacy as a
cultural ambassador and
one of the greatest
fh musicians of all time,”

N

. the statement said.

The untimely demise
sent shock waves across the
world. Describing the four-
time Grammy Award win-
ner as a “true genius”,
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi said Hussain revolu-
tionised the world of Indian
classical music. “He also
brought the tabla to the glo-
bal stage, captivating mil-
lions with his unparalleled
rhythm,” the PM wrote on
X.

The Padma Vibhushan is
survived by his wife and
Kathak exponent Antonia
Minnecola, daughters, Ani-
sa and Isabella Qureshi, his
brothers and tabla players,
Taufiq and Fazal Qureshi,
and his sister, Khurshid Au-
lia.
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. Residents transport drinking water from Humaita
W I to the Paraizinho community along the Madeira
river, a tributary of the Amazon, during a dry spell

» FAHRI A 2026 B COP17 § Sifdd U 33 1 doHT s | UN talls on

" drought deal
TIEBRY HieiDid & fa-1 COP16 BT THIUA in Saudi fail to

o Tl oRE F AT 12 R T Wy AR @ fied ¥ g g Produce pact

Agence Fra

(UNCCD) I®e, COP16, @ ¥ fAuc & ol STeOdR] TEIBId TR THENA B evorors e o protuce an

agreement on how to respond to drought
at Sz hosted UN talks, participants
W TRI{T | y id, falling short of a hoped-for
binding protocol addressing the scourge.
. . The 12-day meeting of parties to the
®» UNCCD & srieR! gfua e & 3IER, adieR! & DI ST pepenes coreen e
" Desertification (UNCCD), known
COPI16, concluded early on Saturday
morning, a day later than scheduled, as
¥ e & fore 3ifdes I7g ot srawassdr | parties tricd 1, imalise & deal
Prior to the talks, UNCCD Executive
Secretary Ibrahim Thiaw said the world
expected negotiators “to adopt a bold

w decision that can help turn the tide on the
a—rm m m most pervasive and the most disruptive
W environmental disaster: drought.”
But addressing the plenary session

before dawn, Thiaw acknowledged that
“parties need more time to agree on the

g 9 A4 best way forward.”
* W g IQ I a;‘ﬂ' m A press release on Saturday said the
parties — 196 countries and the European
o Union — had “made significant progress in
%—q Wﬂ m'am ﬁ' a;;ﬂ' laying the groundwork for a future global
aT a a; I E I E I I drought regime, which they intend to

complete at COP17 in Mongolia in 2026.”
. . —t— 3 o “The Riyadh talks came after the partial
» —Eﬂa‘rﬁ; ICCALG & g gdg ar T failure of piodiversity talks in Colombia,
1 1 the failure to reach a UN deal on plastic
pollution in South Korea, and a climate
- > finance deal that disappointed developing
* .qa; nations at COP29 in Azerbaijan.
. Droughts “fuelled by human
& destruction of the environment” cost the
UeIhid &1 g9d= foar world more than $300 billion each year,
the UN said in a report published on
December 3, the second day of the talks
Developed nations seek a
. A4 framework that does not commit
m them to a course of action,
something nations most affected

by droughts find is an
unsatisfactory solution

®» COP16 &1 3o 8Td &1 § SR IT SRIHA TITARU ATATST & S1G GO, O fB ™ 50l s ot o st cn

the world’s population by 2050, it said.
o . . q A delegate at COP16 from a country in
I . anonymity to discuss private
deliberations, said African nations had

g hoped the talks would produce a binding
CO P29 GI E | a | g | protocol on drought.

That would ensure “every government

will be held responsible” for devising

» TFG-IRT TafeRolig T & 98 G@ & auie & WA 300 R STeR F wrar i e

“It’s the first time I've seen Africa so
united, with a strong united front, with

& AT 37Tt § 3R 3AM § & 2050 dF afff SMETE! & 75% G W BT “Riniedmmee

requesting anonymity, said developed
countries did not want a binding protocol
3R g o e e o T
O “framework,” which African countries

deemed inadequate.
Indigenous groups also wanted a
and

< < protocol to better m tor progre:
ﬁ-ﬁ-q- u-mm Gﬁ? Q.I-ﬁw ﬁ- W develop response plans, said Praveena
sridhar, chief technical officer for Save
Soil, a global campaign backed by UN

agenci
Yet the absence of a protocol from

A A EN . 9 9] COPI6 “shouldn’t delay progress,” as
» A P U< I P GRM, AP IR Q1T FRAMT gRT 12 e Sler A Q@IAT s e
7 e “budgets and subsidies to financially
. ~ support farmers in adopting sustainable
T 3 soil and land management.”
| Ahead of the Riyadh talks, the UNCCD
said 1.5 billion ha of land must be restored
9 by the decade’s end and that at least $2.6
The first week saw pledges of more
than $12 billion from national and
- regional institutions and the Riyadh
W I Global Drought Resilience Partnership,
which is meant to mobilise public and
private money to help at-risk countries.
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How does La Nina affect India’s climate?

How do the La Nina and El Nifo influence global atmospheric circulation and weather patterns? What is a Triple Dip La Nifa? If a La Nina was to form now, how
would it affect the current Indian winters and subsequent summers and monsoons as well?

EXPLAINER

Mohammad Rafiuddin
Shikhar Tiwari
Rishikesh P.

The story so far:
hile the La Nifia was
expected to emerge by
July this year, it is yet to.
The India Meteorological
Department now expects a La Nifia to set
in by late 2024 or early 2025, plus a
milder winter due to this delay.

What is La Nifia?

La , a phase of the El Nifio Southern
Oscillation (ENSO), occurs when the
region of the Pacific Ocean between
Indonesia and South America is cooler
than usual. Its counterpart, El Nifio,
represents a warming of the same region.
These two phases significantly influence
global atmospheric circulation and
weather patterns. During La Nifia years,
India receives normal or above-normal
rainfall during the monsoon season. Yet
the same phenomenon causes droughts
in Africa and intensifies hurricanes over
the Atlantic Ocean. Conversely, the El
Nifio brings extreme summers and
droughts in India while increasing rainfall
in the southern U.S.

‘This decade began with three
consecutive La Nifia events (2020-2022), a
rare occurrence known as Triple Dip La
Nifa, followed by an El Nifio in 2023.
Climate change may increase the
frequency and intensity of both La Nifia
and El Nifio events, as rising sea and land
temperatures disrupt the Pacific’s
balance. This could also amplify extreme
La Nifia events, which generally lead to
harsh winters in India.

Will a La Nifa emerge this winter?
2024 is different; the La Nifa has not
emerged as expected. Historically, the La
Nifia has usually formed during the
monsoon or the pre-monsoon period,
and it has formed only twice between

Weather

FIGURE 1: Planetary Boundary Layer Height (PBLH) is slightly lower

during La Nifia. But th
Thi to more trapping of

the surface

fluctuations
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October and December since 1950. Global
forecasts had also predicted its
emergence this monsoon. But in
December, there remains only a 57%
chance of it forming in 2024. It will be
weak if it still does but it could affect
global weather.

The onset of La Nifia or El Nifio can be
declared on the basis of many indices. For
instance, the oceanic Nifio index (ONI)
compares the three-month average sea
surface temperatures in the East-Central
Tropical Pacific with the 30-year average.
When the difference between the two is
0.5° C or higher, it is an El Nifio, and
when it is -0.5° C or lower, it is a La Nifia.
Currently, it is around -0.3° C. To be
ified as a full-fledged La Nifia or El
0, ONI values need to exceed the
thresholds at least five times

Winter here is
from December
40 tofebruary

FIGURE 2: Wind speed s hi the day
compared with EI Nifio. This could counter the impact of lower
temperatures and help in lowering pollutant concentration levels
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higher. logical like
wind speed and planetary boundary layer
height (PBLH) — the lowest atmospheric
layer directly influenced by
land-atmosphere interactions - also vary
during ENSO phases, affecting air quality.

The team found the average wind
speed is higher throughout the day during
La Nifa winters. Faster winds help reduce
air pollution by transporting pollutants
away. They also found that the average
PBLH is slightly lower during La Nifia
winters. If La Nifia sets in, lower
temperatures in north India may lead
people to burn more biomass for heating,
ing air pollution. A lower PBLH

ing La Nifia

Diurnal wind speed

difference during winter

between La Nina and
€1 Nino years
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consecutively.

What is the meteorology?

Cities in southern India like Bengaluru
and Hyderabad are experiencing a colder
than usual winter this year, while north
India is witnessing a delayed winter with
above-normal temperatures. Some
reports have linked the southern chill toa
La Nifia, but the current ONI values
suggest otherwise. Had a La Nifa
developed already, north India would
likely be experiencing a colder winter
than usual.

could also trap more pollutants near the
ground. But higher wind speeds could
disperse the pollutants, potentially
leading to better air quality.

What about La Nifia and monsoons?
El Nifio summers are relatively harsher, as
was the case in April this year, when India
experienced intense, record-breaking
heat waves. If a La Nifia arrives and
persists into the summer of 2025, it may
offer relief from high heat. Additionally,
an El Nifio often disrupts monsoons, with
India historically receiving below-average
rainfall during at least half of all El Nifio
years since 1871. But the same figures also
indicate evolving patterns since 1980.

Both north and south India, for
instance, have received less rainfall
during more intense El Nino events while
central India has been barely affected. A
La Nifia, on the other hand, promotes
robust monsoons as evidenced by the
“normal” or “above-normal” rainfall in
the La Nifia years of 2020, 2021, and 2022.
There were “below normal” rains in the
El Nifio year of 2023.

Thus it would be a welcome
development if a La Nifia forms now or
early next year and continues until the

An analysis of ical data over
35 years by researchers at the Council on
Energy Environment and Water, New
Delhi, has revealed that while La Nifia
winters feature colder nights compared to
El Nifio, daytime temperatures tend to be

season.

Mohammad Rafiuddin is programme
associate, and Shikhar Tiwari and
Rishikesh P are consultants — all at the
Council on Energy, Environment and
Water (CEEW).
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During La Nifia years, India
receives normal or
above-normal rainfall during
the monsoon season. Yet the
same phenomenon causes
droughts in Africa and
intensifies hurricanes over the
Atlantic Ocean.

v

An analysis of meteorological
data over 35 years by
researchers at the Council on
Energy Environment and
Water, New Delhi, has revealed
that while La Nifia winters
feature colder nights compared
to El Nifio, daytime
temperatures tend to be
higher.

v

£ Nifio summers are relatively
harsher, as was the case in
April this year, when India
experienced intense,
record-breaking heat waves. If
aLa Nia arrives and persists
into the summer of 2025, it
may offer relief from high heat.
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The belittling of Nehru is odd, because the standing of the current Prime Minister is not validated by writing

out a previous PM from the annals of histor

Neera Chandhoke

At the end of a two-day debate on the
Indian Constitution in Parliament, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi critiqued
previous Congress governments stating
that former Prime Minister Jawaharlal
Nehru started the “subversion” of the
Constitution with his amendment to the
fundamental right to expression. The
External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar, in
another venue, similarly critiqued Nehru
saying that the current government was
trying to correct the ‘Nehru foreign policy’.
This article, dated December 4, 2021, by
Neera Chandhoke tries to explain why
Nehru is more important than ever now.
n otherwise ordinary ‘first’
speech given by India’s
fourteenth President, Ram
Nath Kovind, would have gone
unremarked, except for one notable
omission. The name of Pandit Jawaharlal
Nehru, arguably the foremost leader of
the freedom struggle, and India’s first
Prime Minister, was spectacularly missing
from the inventory of prominent Indians
listed by the President. Though the
government under Prime Minister
Narendra Modi has gone to extraordinary
lengths to eliminate references to the
architect of democratic India, we expect
the head of state to stand above partisan
party politics. There is cause for
disappointment.

A few days after Mr. Kovind’s speech,
the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) published
alargish booklet to celebrate the birth
centenary of Deen Dayal Upadhyaya. In
the section on great leaders of India,
‘Mahapurush’, the names of Nehru as well
as Mahatma Gandhi are conspicuous by
their absence. Almost 10 lakh senior
school students in Uttar Pradesh are
forced to study the booklet, appear for an
exam, and be rewarded if they perform
well. Many of the ‘great men’ listed in the
booklet have never taken part in the
freedom struggle, and never been jailed
for combating colonialism, unlike Nehru
and the Mahatma. But their names
occupy pride of place in oral and written
histories authored by the BJP. Leaders
who fought for Independence are simply
written off.

The historical perspective
The belittling of Pandit Nehru is odd,
because the standing of the current Prime
Minister is not validated by writing out a
previous Prime Minister from the annals
of history. The future will judge both
leaders on their own merit, their success
or their failure in managing a complex
and plural society, their credentials as
democrats, and their political, economic,
and strategic visions. Both have a place in
modern India. What that place is, will be
decided by history. The current
dispensation should take the art of history
writing seriously and not reduce it to
pamphleteering. History is important for
collective self-understanding, because it
enables us to understand where we have
come from, and how we got from ‘there’
to ‘here’. Without competent histories
that allow us to understand our collective
past and present, and help us generate
visions for the future, entire generations
will lose their bearings.

What the philosopher Jiirgen
Habermas calls the ‘public use of history”

he future will judge both leaders on their own merit

In remembrance: School students pay homage to former Prime Minister Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru on
his 135th birth anniversary, in Kolkata on November 14. AnI

should be, for this reason, subjected to
strong evaluations. Since the craft has a
bearing on the human condition, we
ought to distinguish between histories
that inspire a democratic, critical
sensibility to contain and challenge
authoritarianism, from those that feed
appetites for absolute power. History, of
course, must narrate tales of tyrants and
despots, so that we take care not to repeat
the errors of the past. But it must also
chronicle tales of the triumph of the
human spirit, and inspire us to struggle
against totalitarianism and suppression of
individual freedom.

For the ruling class, history should be
important, because it reminds them that
absolute power, often won at the expense
of human freedom, does not endure.
Unexpected moments arise in the life of a
society when its members clamour for
change, when existing gods are brought
down, and new ones erected in their
place, condemned to wait for their own

downfall. All of us should be wary of
changing tides of fortune.

Fortune, wrote the 16th century
political theorist of Florence, Niccolo
Machiavelli, is unpredictable and
inexplicable. She is an active sharer in
man’s making of history, she produces the
unforeseen, and she will never be
dominated, but will dominate men. That
is why Machiavelli advised the Prince of
Florence to study history. The public role
of history is to remind rulers that fortune
is fickle. After all, Nehru, who once led
India to freedom, is vilified in his own
country by the benighted cyberspace
industry. This is short-sighted, because to
unremember the man is to forget that
there is an alternative to narrow and
energy-consuming nationalism.

Despite all attempts, Nehru continues
to be remembered by many for his
contribution to the institutionalisation of
democracy, establishing institutions of
excellence, and his conviction that

TYTTHAT AT 3R fac=T T2l SRIdR A SaeRard A DI ST dHRd g¥ 34 UR AU bl IY B3
Tt T = BT SR |

Why the legacy of Jawaharlal
Nehru endures even now

poverty and inequality in India cannot be
tackled by the market. There is, however,
more to a good society: solidarity with
struggling people within and outside the
country.

Nehru, as one of the most
distinguished leaders of Third World
solidarity, reached out to the rest of the
colonised world, and forged a joint front
against colonialism and a reinvented
imperialism. He was, by temperament
and experience, a cosmopolitan. His
frequent visits to Europe, his deep
familiarity with the past, and his
understanding of the contemporary
ideologies of the day, from liberalism to
Fabian socialism, to communist
internationalism, had convinced him that
the future of India was incomplete
without the liberation of other colonies.

Role of intellectual journeys

Nehru’s commitment to the
independence of the Third World had
been shaped by intellectual journeys
through history, as well as participation in
anumber of international conferences
such as the Congress of Oppressed
Nationalities in Brussels in 1927. He played
a prominent role in the 1955 Bandung
Conference, which set the stage for the
emergence of a new bloc, and a new
ideology in global affairs. Representatives
of 29 countries from the global South,
comprising well over a billion people, met
to consider and debate on how they could
help each other to neutralise the harmful
effects of colonialism, and bring
economic and social well-being to their
people. Towering over leaders who had
won their political spurs by piloting their
countries to independence were Nehru,
Kwame Nkrumabh, the Prime Minister of
Ghana, Gamal Abdel Nasser, the President
of Egypt, Zhou Enlai, the Premier of
China, and Ho Chi Minh, the Prime
Minister of Vietnam. The agenda included
every topic over which the colonised and
the newly decolonised world had
agonised for decades — religion,
colonialism, sovereignty, and world
peace. The Bandung meeting sparked off
reflections on the distinct attractions of
non-alij and of the gths that a
movement of the non-aligned could
acquire in global forums.

A deep cosmopolitanism
Interestingly, if one strand of anti-colonial
nationalism focussed on the idea and the
imaginaries of the nation, the second
moved away from processes of closed
identity formation towards other ways of
being in the world. Nehru’s
cosmopolitanism acknowledged that our
political identities are forged in and
through conversations not only with
people who are like us, but people who
belong to other cultures, other countries,
other societies, and other traditions, but
who are like us in many ways.

Contemporary history has not treated
this statesman kindly. This is a great pity
because today’s generation might know
what globalisation is, but not what
cosmopolitanism is about. Even as our
society globalises at a frenetic pace, it has
turned inwards and become
claustrophobic. History must remember
Nehru, he taught us to look outwards, to
express solidarity, and to become, in the
process, cosmopolitans. We must
remember him because we have lost out
on something that is rather important,
teaching our children that our
imaginations and our energies should be
harnessed to the cause of the oppressed
over the world, that closed-in societies
lead to stagnation if not to certain death,
and that such societies circumscribe
imaginings and truncate visions.

We have, perhaps, become lesser
human beings.

Neera Chandhoke is a former Professor
of Political Science, Delhi University
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Page : 08 Editorial Analysis
The hidden cost of greenwashing the Indian Railways

ccording to a recent report published

in this daily, RITES Ltd., the

consultancy arm of the Indian

Railways, has won two contracts for
the repurposing of six broad gauge diesel electric
locomotives for export to some African railways.
These locomotives will be converted for use on
railways that use the Cape Gauge of 1,067 mm as
against the 1,676 mm used on the broad gauge of
the Indian Railways. While the Indian Railways, in
collaboration with its consultancy public sector
undertakings such as RITES and IRCON, has
exported locomotives to countries in Asia and
Africa in the past, this is probably for the first
time that second-hand (used) locomotives are
proposed to be exported after “gauge
conversion”. While there is no doubt that this is a
commendable effort in re-engineering that
involves virtually rebuilding the locomotives on a
narrower platform, the story that lies hidden is a
sordid saga of the humongous wasting of costly
assets and profligacy unmatched in the annals of
railways anywhere in the world, in pursuit of a
wholly fictitious goal.

RTI data and policy justification
The report mentions “soon to be redundant
diesel locomotives’. The fact is that even as far
back as March 31, 2023, according to information
obtained by this writer under the Right to
Information (RTI) Act more than a year ago, there
were 585 diesel locomotives stabled (kept
idling/stored) in various locations across the
Indian Railways’ network due to electrification.
Further over 60% of those locomotives had a
residual life of more than 15 years. Today, the
figure is reported to be about 760 locomotives.
How and why did the Indian Railways end up in a
situation where hundreds of diesel electric
locomotives in good working order with years of
service still left in them became redundant? The
answer lies with the policy of the government to
electrify the entire broad gauge network of Indian
Railways in mission mode, at a frenetic pace.
Railway electrification in India has long ago
transcended mundane considerations such as
economic and financial viability and joined the
pantheon of universal desiderata such as world
peace and universal brotherhood (Vasudeiva
Kutumbakam). Today, railway electrification is
generally justified broadly on two grounds: a
saving of foreign exchange by reducing the
import of crude oil and reducing environmental
pollution, and, as a corollary of the second point,
the adaptability to switch over to renewable
sources of energy such as solar and wind. In fact
in an official pamphlet issued by the Ministry of
Railways in February 2021, entitled ‘Mission 100%
Electrification - Moving Towards net zero carbon
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The ‘mission
100%
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project is about
chasing a
mirage of
turning into a
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large number
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diesel
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emission’, the objectives of the mission have been
spelt out thus: to provide environment friendly,
green and clean mode of transport to the people;
and to unleash its potential to use of renewable
energy, especially solar, by making use of the
huge land parcel available along the railway
tracks.

Let us examine these justifications in greater
detail. The benefit of saving in foreign exchange is
true in absolute terms. But viewed in the context
of the total consumption of high speed diesel
(HSD) oil in the country, the consumption for
railway traction is minuscule. According to a
study conducted by AC Nielsen and published by
the Ministry of Petroleum and Natural Gas
(January 2014), when electrification of the Indian
Railways was proceeding at a sedate
“conventional” pace, 70% of of total diesel oil
consumption in the country was by the transport
sector. Out of this, the share of the Railways was
just 3.24%. In comparison, trucks consumed 28%
and agricultural sector consumed 13.2%. The
share of the Railways reduced further to about 2%
in 2021-22. So, 100% rail electrification will
eliminate one of the smallest segments of diesel
consumption, leaving the elephants in the room
to roam free.

Truth about environmental considerations
The claim of environmental benefits is even more
untenable in the Indian context. Consider the
following facts. Electricity is a secondary source
of energy, except when generated by lightning. It
needs to be generated by expending a primary
source of energy from fossil fuels such as coal, oil
and natural gas, nuclear energy or the kinetic
energy of water stored at a height (as in
hydroelectric projects), or through solar or wind
pOWer.

What is the situation in India? Nearly 50% of
the electricity generated today in the country is
through coal-fired thermal plants and the Indian
Railways plays a crucial role in transporting the
coal from the pit heads to the thermal power
plants. In fact, nearly 50% of the Railways’ total
freight earnings of about ¥1.7 lakh crore in
2023-24 (revised estimates) was generated by
transporting coal for various purposes of which
80%, i.e., 40% of total freight earnings was
generated only by transporting coal to thermal
generating plants.

Replacing diesel locomotives with electric
locomotives will only result in electric
locomotives powered by electricity — about 50%
of which is generated by burning coal — being
used to move more coal to coal-fired thermal
plants to generate more electricity, to transport
more coal. Coal is considered the dirtiest fuel,
environmentally, on the planet. A complete

switchover by the Indian Railways to electric
traction merely shifts the pollution caused by
diesel locomotives near the railway tracks to the
source of power generation in a more
concentrated form, ultimately polluting the same
atmosphere. Unless and until about 80% of the
total electricity generated in the country comes
from non-fossil fuels — and that day seems far off
— any claim of 100% electrification of the Indian
Railways, making it a “Green Railway”’, is in the
realm of fantasy. Incidentally, before that
situation becomes a reality, the Railways will have
to find alternative commodities to coal — which,
today, is the single highest freight earner — to
avoid a financial meltdown.

This article is not intended to reopen the
time-worn debate of electric traction versus
diesel traction. The issue is about chasing a
mirage of converting the Indian Railways into a
“green railway”, and, in the process, rendering a
large number of serviceable diesel locomotives
redundant. If all the locomotives already stabled
are lined up today end to end, they will stretch
for a length of almost 16 kilometres, a majority of
them heading prematurely to the scrapyard.

‘Disaster management, strategic purposes’
Mission 100% electrification of the Railways will
also result in a dichotomy in the near term. The
Indian Railways today has more than 4,000 diesel
locomotives. With the impending 100%
electrification of the system, all of them will not
become redundant overnight. According to a
recent news report in a reputed financial daily,
quoting a senior official, 2,500 diesel locomotives
are proposed to be retained by the Railways for
“disaster management and strategic purposes”. It
is beyond comprehension what disaster will
require such a large number of diesel locomotives
to be set aside, unless this is a ruse to avoid
sending locomotives with considerable residual
service life prematurely to the scrapyard. Further,
it is reported that another nearly 1,000
locomotives will continue in service for the next
few years to meet traffic commitments. In other
words, a 100% electrified “green” railway will
continue to use about 3,500 “dirty diesels” in the
foreseeable future, financially sustained to a large
extent by transporting a not-so-green commodity:
King Coal. That raises the question: what was the
ultimate purpose of the tearing hurry to electrify
100%?

The Indian Railways’ Mission 100%
electrification is a sterling example of what
happens when headline-grabbing slogans
promoting vanity projects substitute for
well-thought out policies, finally resulting in
colossal wastage of tax-payers’ money.

But does anyone care?
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