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Page 04 : Prelims Fact 

Amiya Kumar Bagchi, a trailblazing economist and public intellectual, revolutionized Indian economic 

history by linking imperialism to underdevelopment. 

 His influential works and institution-building efforts have left an enduring legacy. 

 
Contributions of Amiya Kumar Bagchi 

 Economic History: Revolutionized the study of economic history in India, combining 

macroeconomics with historical data analysis. 

 Pathbreaking Research: Authored Private Investment in India 1900-1939, providing critical insights 

into India’s colonial economy and deindustrialization during the British period. 

 Underdevelopment Studies: Developed original theories on underdevelopment, notably in The 

Political Economy of Underdevelopment and Perilous Passage: Mankind and the Global Ascendency 

of Capital. 

 Institution Builder: Played a key role in establishing the Centre for the Study of Social Sciences, 

Calcutta, and the Institute of Development Studies, Kolkata. 

 Policy Influence: Served as Vice-Chairman of the West Bengal State Planning Board, contributing to 

regional planning under the Left Front government. 
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Page 06 : Prelims Facts 

India successfully tested the K4 nuclear-capable ballistic missile from the submarine INS Arighaat, 

enhancing its nuclear deterrence capabilities. 

 This development places India among a select group of nations with a nuclear triad. 

 
Analysis of the news: 
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 India successfully tested the K4 nuclear-capable ballistic missile from the nuclear-powered 

submarine INS Arighaat in the Bay of Bengal. 

 The K4 missile has a range of approximately 3,500 kilometers, significantly boosting India’s strategic 

deterrence capabilities. 

 This test makes India one of the few nations in the world with a nuclear triad, capable of launching 

nuclear missiles from land, air, and sea. 

 The missile was launched from INS Arighaat, marking the first-ever submarine-based test of a 

submarine-launched ballistic missile (SLBM) by India. 

 The test was conducted off the coast of Visakhapatnam, showcasing India’s advancements in 

maritime security and strategic defense. 

 The achievement strengthens India’s second-strike capability, enhancing its overall nuclear 

deterrence posture. 
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Page 07 : GS 2 : Social Justice – Health 

The article highlights the “Syringe Tide” incident in 1987, which exposed flaws in medical waste disposal in 

the U.S., and its link to the HIV/AIDS crisis. 

 It contrasts the U.S. response with India’s slower approach to managing biomedical waste, 

emphasizing legislative actions and challenges. 

 The global HIV epidemic influenced policy reforms in both nations. 

 
The “Syringe Tide” Incident (1987) 

 In August 1987, the beaches of the United States were struck by an alarming phenomenon known as 

the “Syringe Tide.” 

 Used syringes, blood vials, and body tissues began washing up on the beaches, creating a public 

health scare and widespread panic, especially with children playing with syringes. 
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 At the time, the HIV/AIDS epidemic was worsening, and there was widespread fear and stigma 

surrounding the virus, which further amplified public anxiety about medical waste and its potential 

health risks. 

Public Reaction and Economic Impact 

 The presence of syringes and other medical waste on beaches led to public outrage, influencing 

both tourism and the local economy. 

 Tourism losses were estimated at $7.7 billion due to deserted beaches. 

 The U.S. government, under the Reagan administration, was pushed to act. In 1988, the Medical 

Waste Tracking Act was passed, marking the first formal regulation of hospital waste as hazardous. 

 The Act required strict guidelines for the handling, transporting, and disposal of medical waste, 

setting a precedent for future public health and environmental safety regulations. 

India’s Response to Biomedical Waste Management 

 In 1986, India enacted the Environmental Protection Act, and the first HIV case was identified in 

India. However, biomedical waste was not recognized as hazardous at that time. 

 The Hazardous Waste (Management and Handling) Rules of 1989 did not address biomedical waste, 

leaving its disposal to local bodies, which proved ineffective, particularly in urban areas like Delhi. 

 In 1996, the Supreme Court’s judgment in the Dr. B.L. Wadehra case highlighted the growing 

pollution crisis in Delhi, pushing the government to take action. 

Legislative Action and Reforms in India 

 In 1998, India introduced the Biomedical Waste (Management and Handling) Rules, officially 

recognizing hospital waste as hazardous and establishing regulatory oversight through the Pollution 

Control Boards. 

 Over time, the rules were amended, with major updates in 2016 and minor revisions in 2020, 

ensuring more stringent protocols for waste segregation, treatment, and disposal. 

The HIV Link and Its Impact 

 The global HIV/AIDS crisis catalyzed a reevaluation of healthcare practices, particularly regarding the 

safe handling of medical waste. 

 India’s response to biomedical waste management, though delayed, was influenced by the global 

context of HIV/AIDS, which highlighted the need for safer, more responsible healthcare practices. 

Ongoing Challenges 

 Despite significant progress, challenges remain in rural and resource-limited areas, where 

mishandling of biomedical waste continues to pose risks. 

 Healthcare workers still face occupational hazards, and gaps in compliance persist, indicating the 

need for continued efforts to improve biomedical waste management in India. 
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 PIB : GS 2 : Social Justice : Significant Increase in women participation in 

workforce 

The article discusses the significant rise in women’s participation in the labor force in India, as indicated by 

the increasing Worker Population Ratio (WPR) and Labor Force Participation Rate (LFPR). 

 It highlights various government initiatives aimed at boosting female employment and 

employability. 

 
Analysis of the news: 

 Worker Population Ratio (WPR) & Labour Force Participation Rate (LFPR): 

o Data from the Annual PLFS Reports (2017-24) shows increasing female participation in the 

workforce. 

o WPR for women rose from 22.0% in 2017-18 to 40.3% in 2023-24. 

o LFPR increased from 23.3% in 2017-18 to 41.7% in 2023-24. 

 Government Initiatives: 

o Prioritizing employment generation and improving employability for women. 

o Labour laws include provisions like paid maternity leave, equal wages, and flexible working 

hours for women. 

o Key schemes: Pradhan Mantri Mudra Yojana, Stand-UP India, MGNREGS, DDU-GKY, Startup 

India, SERB-POWER, among others. 
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o Employment training provided through women-focused vocational institutes. 

 Budget 2024-25: 

o Rs. 2 lakh crore outlay for employment, skilling, and other opportunities for 4.1 crore youth 

over 5 years. 

o Establishment of working women hostels and creches to facilitate workforce participation. 
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In News : SAREX-24 

The 11th edition of Indian Coast Guard’s National Maritime Search and Rescue Exercise & Workshop 

(SAREX-24) will be in Kochi, Kerala on November 28-29, 2024. 

 
About SAREX-24: 

 It is conducted under the aegis of National Maritime Search and Rescue Board. 

 The theme of the exercise is ‘Enhancing Search and Rescue capabilities through Regional 

collaboration’. 

 It signifies ICG’s commitment to provide succor during large-scale contingencies regardless of 

location, nationality or circumstances in the Indian Search & Rescue Region and beyond. 

 This event will feature various programmes, including table-top exercise, workshop & seminars 

involving participation of senior officials from government agencies, Ministries & Armed Forces, 

various stakeholders and foreign delegates. 

 The sea exercise involving two large scale contingencies will be carried out off the Kochi coast with 

participation of ships & aircraft of ICG, Navy, Indian Air Force, Passenger Vessel & Tug from Cochin 

Port Authority and boats from the Customs. 

 The response matrix in the sea exercise will involve various methods to evacuate distressed 

passengers, wherein the advent of new-age technology using satellite-aided distress beacons, 
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drones to deploy a life buoy, air droppable life rafts, operation of remote controlled life buoy will be 

demonstrated. 

 The exercise is designed not only to evaluate efficiency of operations and coordination with national 

stakeholders, but also to aptly focus on cooperative engagements with the littorals and friendly 

countries. 
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GS Paper 02 : Governance 

UPSC Mains Practice Question: Direct Benefit Transfer (DBT) schemes are often 

criticized as electoral inducements but appreciated for providing immediate relief 

to marginalized groups. Discuss the implications of such schemes on fiscal priorities, 

democratic processes, and long-term welfare policies. (250 Words /15 marks) 
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Context : 

 The BJP-led Mahayuti alliance secured a landslide victory in Maharashtra’s state elections on 

November 23, partly attributed to the Mukhyamantri Majhi Ladki Bahin Yojana. 

 This scheme provides a monthly direct benefit transfer (DBT) of ₹1,500 to women aged 21-65 with 

annual incomes below ₹2.5 lakh, introduced four months before the elections. 

 Critics argue such schemes may be seen as voter inducements, raising concerns about fairness in 

electoral processes. 

Merits and Timing of Welfare Programmes 

 Welfare programmes based on political processes reflect popular needs and are essential for social 

equity. 

 However, their implementation shortly before elections raises concerns about their genuine intent 

and long-term impact on social welfare systems. 

 If such schemes do not establish robust welfare frameworks, they risk being labeled as temporary 

electoral incentives. 

Cash Transfers as Modern Electoral Promises 

 Cash transfers are viewed as modern versions of past electoral promises, like providing household 

goods in southern states. 

 These transfers reflect democratic flaws, as citizens often gain attention from political parties only 

during elections. 

 While cash transfers may be welcomed by vulnerable groups, the long-term impact on democratic 

decision-making remains questionable. 

Role of Cash Transfers in Social Welfare 

 The objectives of cash transfers include economic independence for women, improved health and 

nutrition, and compensation for unpaid domestic work. 

 Critics argue that these objectives could be better achieved through alternative measures: 

o Economic Independence: Employment schemes like MNREGA offer higher earnings and 

empowerment. 

o Health and Nutrition: Providing nutritious meals in schools and anganwadis could achieve 

better outcomes. 

o Domestic Work Compensation: Transforming gender norms is more impactful than monetary 

compensation for domestic responsibilities. 

Comparison with Other Welfare Measures 

 Large-scale employment schemes like MNREGA are credited with creating durable welfare 

frameworks, unlike cash transfers, which may lack long-term stability. 

 Welfare schemes should be evaluated for their ability to address structural issues rather than being 

opportunistic interventions. 
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Challenges of Cash Transfers 

 Fiscal Impact: Cash transfers can divert funds from essential welfare programs such as health and 

education. 

 For instance, Karnataka’s cash transfer budget exceeds twice the Union budget for mid-day meals. 

Implementation Issues: 

 Corruption and inefficiencies in cash disbursal mechanisms. 

 Lack of robust banking infrastructure, leading to reliance on intermediaries who replicate earlier 

forms of exploitation. 

 Targeting Mechanisms: Unlike employment schemes, cash transfers lack robust self-targeting 

mechanisms, increasing risks of misallocation. 

Concerns over Evaluation Mechanisms 

 Independent evaluations of welfare schemes have been weakened over time, affecting transparency 

and accountability. 

 Mechanisms like performance audits, national surveys, and robust data analysis, crucial for 

identifying inefficiencies and corruption, need to be strengthened. 

Conclusion 

 While cash transfer schemes provide immediate relief to vulnerable groups, their design and 

implementation raise significant concerns about their impact on welfare spending, targeting 

efficiency, and sustainability. 

 Long-term welfare frameworks should focus on systemic solutions such as employment creation, 

education, and health infrastructure, rather than short-term cash incentives. 

 


