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How tropical storms are formed

High humidity and ocean temperatures of over 27 °C are major contributing factors

Water evaporates from the
ocean surface and comes into
contact with a mass of cold
jair, forming clouds

A column of low pressure
develops at the centre. Winds
form around the column

As pressure in the central column
(the eye) weakens, the speed
of the wind around it increases

ISaffir-Simpson hurricane wind scale
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cyclone that may make landfall on Saturday. B. VELANKANNI RAJ

Cyclone Fengal to
cross Puducherry

pace, the Regional Meteor-
ological Centre (RMC),
Chennai, announced that
Cyclone Fengal will cross
the coast close to Pudu-
cherry by Saturday after-
noon.

The RMC has main-
tained the red alert — indi-
cating isolated extremely
heavy rainfall — in seven
coastal districts for Satur-
day. Intense rain will lash
other districts.

On the day of the cy-
clone’s landfall, Chennai
and its neighbouring dis-
tricts, Cuddalore, Pudu-
cherry, Villupuram, and
Kallakurichi will receive in-
tense rain. With the weath-

Category II] Category @ Category @ Category E Category EI Coast tOday nOOI l
Minimal damage Moderate damage : Extensive damage : Extreme damage Catastrophic
y o =" The Hindu Bureau er system consolidating it-
SN 'w" CHENNAI self, it is likely to bring
\/ \/ heavy rain in north Tamil
With the slow-moving Nadu till Saturday, and in
Winds Winds Winds Winds Winds i istri
119-153 kph 154-177 kph 178-208 kph 209-251 kph 252 kph and more weather system gathering  the Western Ghat districts

and interior parts from De-
cember 1 to December 3.

Orange and yellow
alerts have been issued for
other districts which are
expected to receive heavy
to very heavy rain. The
Cauvery delta districts and
north interior districts,
too, may receive heavy to
very heavy rain on Satur-
day.

The RMC has said Cy-
clone Fengal will cross the
north Tamil Nadu-Pudu-
cherry coast between Ka-
raikal and Mamallapuram
as a cyclonic storm by Sa-
turday afternoon. It would
have a wind speed of 70-80
kmph gusting to 90 kmph.
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Scientists, industry demand passage
of new Seeds Bill, changes in policy

A. M. Jigeesh
VARANASI

On the second day of the
three-day National Seed
Congress (NSC), scientists,
experts, and industry
partners asked the Centre
to revisit and modernise
the Seeds Bill of 2004 and
the Seeds Policy of 2002 to
incorporate the latest de-
velopments in the sector.
At a panel discussion as
part of the 13th NSC, the
experts also demanded
strategic interventions to
face the challenges faced
by the seed sector.

The Seeds Bill, intro-
duced in Parliament in
2004, was not passed due
to opposition from farm-
ers. Experts argued that
the policies must be in
tune with the contempor-
ary situation in the seeds
sector and the concerns of
farmers should be incorpo-
rated in the new policies.

Experts say that seed certification standards in India are much
lower than international standards. pTI

“A balanced focus on inno-
vation, farmer empower-
ment, and policy reforms
can pave the way for a resi-
lient and globally competi-
tive seed industry,” said
Shiv Kumar Agarwal, re-
gional coordinator of Inter-
national Center for Agricul-
tural Research in the Dry
Areas.

Dr. Agarwal told The
Hindu that the Seeds Bill
needs to be reworked.
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“The present Bill is 20
years old. Many things
have changed. But it can
still be sent to all stakehol-
ders so that issues raised
by farmers can be ad-
dressed. It is about work-
ing together. The public
sector — the government —
is good in science and the
private sector is very good
in taking science to the
farmers. So they must join
together to deliver the best

products to the farmers
who need them so that
they can use quality seeds
efficiently and affordably,”
Dr. Agarwal said.

Malvika Dadlani, former
Joint Director of Indian
Agriculture Research Insti-
tute, said the country’s
seed quality assurance sys-
tem was weak and should
be strengthened on issues
such as adhering to inter-
national standards.

“Seeds Act, 1966 and
Seeds Rules, 1968 have not
been revised. Our seed cer-
tification standards are
much lower than interna-
tional standards,” she said,
adding that the proposed
Seeds Bill was pending for
too long and the existing
National Seeds Policy had
also not been revised. “We
have to clearly define what
is a farmer seed and what
is a commercial seed. De-
fining them is very impor-
tant,” she said.



G’ |
GEO JAS Dally News Ana1y51s

» %ﬁ%ﬁﬁﬁw%ﬁawﬁﬁ@%ﬁ%ﬁﬁmﬁmmﬁ%%m
§a fear|

» UM B HRAAgdS R fHHRd a8h ¥ I= uradl aTd siel Judsd BRI & T8 qrdeiids iR ol &
& oI TgdNT P Hgdqu! §ar T |

HUR SIS [UrEGT MY JOTTe!
» i sififam 1966 SR St Fraw 1968 & e wifid HiG@T disl TUrEe SR @ TRH 8 9% § 9k
AHS! B R A | fawa B
9 af¥ye ST &1 Ut YR A & g Tomelt &l Heied A &1 SN s

Ty gRHTaTSf $ Srawgddr
B fHaE de SR At dier &1 aRuINd &= & Wydl &1 B! §, o farsht off d=ifaa -Hfa a1 s o
HSIT B Bl SATRIHAT B

JIfae gAY $Y aTgHdr
» IR 3 T T 3R Yo wu A ufowelf diS S s & fow TeRR, feam awfederor iR Hifa
JYRI W A & 37 B adbrerd B

e
W & AT ST Y HRA, TR & derdl o 3R fHaH! &l gad 91 & fod §iS fadass ik Hifa &1
3yRPIBr Sfard B
B RAURD & §19 e T I8 AT o= Gohd & fob Torad ard s gay iR 9 gl

o 3t ureET 3R YR HY
» A
o I IS TUIGT T aftol fohaml 3 foTE SR Had TGl 3R ArHUEdl gHfdd Hd & |
o TTAT: Hict, HHRal 3R ufagd sraarg uRfufadt & ufa ufeRiy @ 9grd B
o FRRAT: IS ST &1 MaTHdl B! HH HRd 8, TATaRU & SIHd Wil B! Ig1dT & & |
o AT JR&T: Tgdll ST B\ AR Bl I B & Agayul YT Furd gl

» gHIfear
o TR Hifcrr: dfist Siffam (1966) S HiSel ST MYHS HY sraadmarst & forg uifie T8l ]
o I T[UTaRT ST ST YU T SRS A St @ R
o I ANTA: $s BI¢ 3R WHTd fai o forg Turasr arel e ST Bl
0 SRl BI HHY: fHTH B SRR THIOE sielt & a1l & IR H TSR B HH gl gl

» 3 DIAE
o i GuUR: To-iat W BT Ufaffad I R fHar 3t [Kidrs & R I & fau dis S 3
STYFDIHR B |
o TSl gid &1 faem: diT TRIefmT SR THToieRor gamsl & asied ol




GEO IAS

=—=|{'s about quality=

o TTaSes-[-Tol TgaIT: ool B U 3R Jrd H R & 1T Weier) &I Sgrar 1|
o Tl & Riférd BT fFa SFReear 3R fawaR Jarsit & ggr

UPSC Mains Practice Question

T: TUTGT ST, TIER 3R fHam a=ifaaeor § gHifaal &1 9™ @34 & fore uRd @1 die ifaa siv

2004 ¥ i1 AYYP R [FRFR 3 smazgdar W w=f w31 e uferaufaredar gia $33 & fore diw e
DI ToIgd B & ST JC | (150 Words /10 marks)




=

GEO IAS

—|t's about quality=—

Page 12 : Prelims Facts

udf grrieT 3 geme e & W SR & SR waT gair, e IRUmHGEY 20 A $t i 91 T 3R 750 N

faefoa g1 )

Uganda landslides: toll hits
20, many persons missing

Associated Press
KAMPALA

More bodies buried under
the mud were retrieved in
eastern Uganda on Friday
and an injured person died
in a hospital, bringing the
death toll from this week’s
landslides to 20, officials
said as search efforts
pressed on in the stricken
area.

Heavy rains had trig-
gered the landslides that
engulfed six villages in the
mountainous district of
Bulambuli, 280 km east of
Kampala, Uganda’s capital,
on Wednesday night. Some
125 houses were destroyed.

The Uganda Red Cross
Society spokesperson
Irene Kasiita told pressper-
sons that bodies of four
more people were found
on Friday while a fifth per-
son, one of the injured in
the landslides, died at

Volunteers search for bodies after a landslide buried dozens of

homes in Bulambuli district, Uganda on Friday. REUTERS

Mbale Hospital. The socie-
ty in a statement said 750
people had been dis-
placed, with 216 of those
living temporarily at a
neighbouring school while
others were being housed
by relatives.

The Bulambuli Resident
District Commissioner Fa-
heera Mpalanyi said sol-
diers have been deployed
to help with the digging.

“More bodies are still

buried under the heaps of
soils and stones and we are
trying as much as we can to
recover them,” she said.

Local officials told a
journalist that an excavator
would be brought to assist
in the rescue efforts, but
the roads were covered in
mud and rain was still fall-
ing. The impacted area is
about 50 acres with hom-
esteads and farmlands
spread downhill.
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The altar of Notre Dame cathedral in Paris, seen on Friday,
more than five years after a fire ravaged the landmark. AP

Notre Dame unveils
its renewed interior
five years after fire

Associated Press
PARIS

After more than five years of frenetic, but some-
times interrupted, reconstruction work, Notre
Dame Cathedral showed itself anew to the world
on Friday, with rebuilt soaring ceilings and crea-
my good-as-new stonework erasing somber me-
mories of its devastating fire in 2019.

Images broadcast live of a site visit by French
President Emmanuel Macron showed the inside
of the iconic cathedral as worshippers might have
experienced it in previous centuries, its wide,
open spaces filled with bright light on a crisp and
sunny winter’s day that lit up the vibrant colors of
the stained glass windows.

Outside, the monument is still a construction
site, with scaffolding and cranes. But the renovat-
ed interior — shown in its full glory on Friday for
the first time before the public is allowed back in
on December 8 — proved to be breathtaking.

Gone are the gaping holes that the blaze tore in-
to the vaulted ceilings, leaving charred piles of de-
bris. New stonework has been carefully pieced to-
gether to repair and fill the wounds that had left
the cathedral’s insides exposed to the elements.
Delicate golden angels look on from the center-
piece of one of the rebuilt ceilings, seeming to fly
again above the transept.

The cathedral’s bright, cream-coloured limes-
tone walls look brand new, cleaned not only of
dust from the fire but also of grime that had ac-
cumulated for centuries.

The cathedral attracted millions of worship-
pers and visitors annually before the fire forced its
closure and turned the monument into a no-go
zone except to artisans, architects and others mo-
bilised for the reconstruction.
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Indians need to share contraceptive responsibility

programme for family planning, whose focus

has since changed — from improving
maternal and child health to stabilising the
population. As this programme evolved, so too
did permanent methods of contraception.

During 1966-70, about 80.5% of all sterilisation

procedures in India were vasectomies. This
percentage declined every year due to changing
policies that, together with other factors, placed
less and less of an emphasis on vasectomies. The
five rounds of the National Family Health Survey
(NHFS) also show the use of male sterilisation,
especially in the last three decades, to be steadily
decreasing in all States. In fact, the vasectomies
percentage remained constant at around 0.3% in
NFHS-4 (2015-16) and NFHS-5.

l n 1952, India pioneered a national

Gender and the disparity

This trend goes against Section 4.8 of the National
Health Policy 2017, which aimed to increase the
fraction of male sterilisations to at least 30%.
Even today, India is far from meeting this target.
Official data also show a large disparity between
the rates of female and male sterilisation — 37.9%
and 0.3%, respectively. Such huge differences
indicate that women continue to bear virtually all
of the burden of sterilisation, which in turn poses
a challenge for India to achieve Sustainable
Development Goal 5 — ‘gender equality and
empowerment of all women and girls by 2030" —
among others.

In one attempt to bridge this gap, the world
observes Vasectomy Day on the third Friday of
November (it was on November 15 this year). In
2017, India observed a “vasectomy fortnight’ as
well.

The initiative is to revitalise the procedure by
increasing awareness, generating demand among
men, and debunking misconceptions. In the end,
the goal is for people already looking for
contraceptives as well as those who would if they
knew about safe options to consider vasectomies
more favourably.

But for these concerted efforts, policies still
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overlook multiple issues on the ground, keeping
them ineffective and allowing the gap between
male and female sterilisation rates to persist.

The ground reality, solutions

For example, two of the three writers of this
article surveyed a village in Chhatrapati Sambhaji
Nagar, Maharashtra, in March 2024 as part of a
field exercise. The women said sterilisation was
their responsibility and that the men do not
believe they need to have vasectomies. Most of
them also expressed a belief that men should not
be “burdened” by it because they already work
hard to make ends meet, and that undergoing the
procedure could rob the men of their day’s
wages, worsening their hardship.

These women were also unaware of the Indian
government’s cash incentives to those who
undergo vasectomies to offset the loss of wages.
In fact, many studies in India have suggested that
illiteracy, male egos, misconceptions about its
impact on libido, and family opposition have led
to the poor acceptance of vasectomies. Many
men are not aware of their role in ensuring the
safe passage of reproductive years in the lives of
their female partners.

The unavailability of skilled providers has
aggravated the situation, especially in rural areas.
To make matters worse, many trained
community health workers themselves know
little about no-scalpel vasectomies.

As things stand, with increasing awareness of
gender equality and rights, it is certainly possible
to build a society in which male sterilisation is
accepted as normative through proper and timely
course correction.

As a first step, sensitisation should begin
during early adolescence in schools, where
awareness programmes and monitored
peer-group discussions can lay the foundation for
accepting sterilisation as a shared responsibility.
Sustained social and behaviour change
communication initiatives will be instrumental in
debunking myths around and destigmatising
vasectomies. Vasectomy is a safe and simple

procedure compared to tubectomy, the
corresponding surgical procedure for women
involving their fallopian tubes.

Second, these information, education and
communication activities should be
supplemented with greater conditional cash
incentives for vasectomies with the goal to
improve male participation.

A study in Maharashtra in 2019 showed that
more men in rural tribal areas opted for
vasectomies after being offered a conditional cash
incentive. Madhya Pradesh’s move in 2022 to
increase this incentive by 50% is appreciable in
this light.

An international comparison

Third, India should draw from the lessons from
other countries that have increased vasectomy
uptake. South Korea has the highest prevalence
of the procedure worldwide, and has reported
that men are more likely to shoulder
contraceptive responsibilities as a result of
progressive societal norms and greater gender
equality. Similarly, Bhutan has popularised
vasectomy among its men by making the
procedure socially acceptable, availing
good-quality services, and organising
government-run vasectomy camps. Brazil
increased vasectomy uptake by running
awareness campaigns on mass media. The
prevalence rate has risen, from 0.8% in the 1980s
to 5% in the last decade.

Greater public awareness of vasectomies
allows both partners in a union to make informed
family planning decisions. In tandem, the
government must strengthen the national health
system to align with policy objectives, invest in
training more health professionals to perform the
procedure, and promote technical advancements
to increase the use of non-scalpel vasectomies.

The resulting policy should not have only
intention. It should also lay out concrete steps to
achieve its targets. The need of the hour is
demand- and service-focused efforts rather than
mere formulation.
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