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Page 04 : Prelims Fact 

In the meeting of Quad Foreign Ministers, members reaffirmed their commitment to a free, open Indo-

Pacific, ASEAN centrality, and regional cooperation. 

 

Quadrilateral Security Dialogue (Quad): 

 The Quadrilateral Security Dialogue (Quad) consists of India, the U.S., Australia, and Japan. 
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 It was formed in 2007 and initially aimed to provide humanitarian assistance in response to the 2004 

Indian Ocean earthquake and tsunami. 

 The Quad’s main objective is to promote a free, open, and inclusive Indo-Pacific region. 

 Key areas of cooperation include maritime security, infrastructure development, connectivity, and 

countering China’s growing influence. 

 The Quad emphasizes the centrality of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) in 

regional security and the Pacific Islands Forum in the Pacific region. 

 The next Quad Summit is scheduled to be hosted by India in the second half of 2025. 

 The Quad supports regional institutions like the Indian Ocean Rim Association (IORA). 

UPSC Mains PYQ 2018 

Ques : "What are the key challenges to India’s relations with China? Discuss the role of the US in this 

context." 
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Page 05 : Prelims Fact 

The 18th edition of Exercise Surya Kiran, a joint military exercise between India and Nepal, began in Nepal’s 

Shivalik ranges. 

 

Exercise Surya Kiran: 

 The exercise is aimed at enhancing interoperability and fostering collaboration between the two 

countries’ armies. 

 It is an annual training event conducted alternately in India and Nepal. 

 The exercise is being held at the Nepal Army Battle School, Saljhandi, in the Shivalik ranges of 

Western Nepal. 

 The main focus is on counter-terrorism (CT) operations, jungle warfare, and mountain warfare. 

 It also includes humanitarian assistance activities. 

 Exercise Surya Kiran strengthens the bond of friendship and military cooperation between India and 

Nepal. 
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Page 06 : Prelims Fact 

IN-SPACe facilitated the operationalisation of 10 

payloads on the POEM-4 module of the PSLV-

C60/SpaDeX mission for non-government entities. 

POEM-4 module: 

 POEM-4 stands for PSLV Orbital Experimental 

Module-4. 

 It is a module used to carry out scientific 

experiments in space. 

 POEM-4 is part of the PSLV-C60/SpaDeX mission, 

launched by ISRO. 

 The module is a repurposed PS4 stage (a part of 

the PSLV rocket), which is used to deploy payloads 

in space. 

 It operates at an altitude of 350 km with a 55-

degree inclination. 

 POEM-4 allows non-government entities (NGEs) 

like start-ups, academic institutions, and research 

organizations to test space technologies without 

needing to launch entire satellites. 

 It helps reduce entry barriers for these entities to 

engage in space activities. 

 A total of 10 hosted payloads were successfully 

established and operationalised by IN-SPACe on 

the POEM-4 module. 

IN-SPACe 

 IN-SPACe stands for Indian National Space 

Promotion and Authorization Center. 

 It is an autonomous agency under the Department 

of Space, aimed at promoting space activities by 

non-government entities (NGEs). 
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 It promotes private sector participation in India’s space activities. 

 It aims to facilitate and encourage private entities to utilize Indian space infrastructure. 

 It provides a level playing field for private companies in the space sector. 

 It focuses on developing a vibrant and competitive space ecosystem in India. 

UPSC Mains Practice Question 

Ques : "Critically analyze the role of PSLV in transforming India into a major player in the global space 

market." (200 words/12.5m)  
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 Page 07 : Prelims Fact 

Google unveiled its new quantum chip, Willow, 

demonstrating advancements in error correction 

and efficiency for solving complex computational 

problems. 

What is Willow? 

 Willow is a quantum processor developed by 

Google. 

 It has 105 physical qubits, which are used to 

store and process information. 

 Willow operates at extremely low 

temperatures, close to absolute zero (-

273°C). 

 The processor uses both data qubits and 

measurement qubits to handle errors. 

 Quantum computers like Willow work 

differently from classical computers by using 

qubits, which can represent both 0 and 1 at 

the same time (superposition). 

 Willow uses error-correction methods, 

making it faster and more reliable than other 

quantum computers. 

 It completed a difficult task, random circuit 

sampling, in minutes, which would take 

classical computers millions of years. 

 Willow shows promise for solving complex 

problems in areas like drug design, climate 

science, and optimization. 

UPSC Mains Practice Question 

Ques :  "Explain how quantum chips differ from 

traditional silicon-based chips. Highlight their 

advantages and limitations."  (200 words/12.5m)  

 

 



                         
 
 
 

 
 

 

Daily News Analysis 
 

 

Page : 10 : GS 2 : Indian Polity – Judiciary 

The article compares U.S. Supreme Court dissents, influenced by political appointments, with India’s diverse 

judicial dissents—political, social, and intellectual. 

 

Dissent in Democracies: A Comparative Overview: 

 Role of Dissent in Democracy 

o Dissent is an essential component of a vibrant democracy, including in the judiciary. 

o While both the Indian and U.S. Supreme Courts feature powerful judicial dissents, the 

underlying reasons differ between the two countries. 
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 Dissents in the U.S. Supreme Court (SCOTUS) 

o SCOTUS dissents are often influenced by the political leanings of the appointed judges. 

o Example: Justice Stephen Breyer (appointed by Democrats) supported pro-affirmative action, 

anti-capital punishment views, as seen in his dissent in Glossip v. Gross (2015). 

o Example: Justice Samuel Alito (appointed by Republicans) opposed same-sex marriage and 

abortion rights, as demonstrated in his dissent in Obergefell v. Hodges (2015). 

 Political Dissent in the Indian Supreme Court 

o Unlike the U.S., Indian judges are selected by a collegium of senior judges, reducing political 

influence in decisions. 

o Example: ADM Jabalpur (1976) – Justice H.R. Khanna dissented against suspending 

fundamental rights during the Emergency, a stance that later became law through a 

constitutional amendment. 

o Example: P.V. Narasimha Rao (1998) – Justices Agarwal and Anand dissented on 

parliamentary immunity regarding accepting bribes, a stance later overruled in Sita Soren 

(2023). 

 Social Dissent in the Indian Supreme Court 

o Dissent can reflect different social views on legal issues, particularly when they touch on 

personal or religious matters. 

o Example: Shayara Bano (2017) – Justices Khehar and Nazeer dissented from the majority 

opinion that struck down triple talaq, arguing it was an integral part of Sunni personal law. 

o Example: Aishat Shifa (2022) – Justices Gupta and Dhulia had different views on whether the 

hijab ban in schools infringed upon secularism. 

 Intellectual Dissent in the Indian Supreme Court 

o Some dissents are rooted in intellectual debates over constitutional interpretation. 

o Example: Lalta Prasad Vaish (2024) – Justice Nagarathna dissented on the interpretation of 

“intoxicating liquor” in the Constitution, focusing on textual clarity. 

Conclusion 

 Dissent serves as a critical tool for maintaining judicial independence and shaping legal precedents 

in democracies. 

 It fosters deeper engagement with legal principles and societal values. 

UPSC Mains Practice Question 

Ques :  Judicial dissent is crucial for democracy. Discuss the nature and significance of dissent in the Indian 

Supreme Court, comparing it with the U.S. Supreme Court.  (200 words/12.5m)  
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Context : 

 Developed nations’ $300 billion climate finance goal by 2035 falls short of developing countries’ 

demand for equitable support. 

Finance in Climate Change Negotiations 

 Finance has been central to climate change negotiations since the launch of United Nations-led 

discussions in 1991, culminating in the UNFCCC (1992). 

 Article 4(7) of the UNFCCC links developing countries’ climate action commitments to finance and 

technology provided by developed nations. 

 The Paris Agreement (Article 9(1)) binds developed countries to mobilize finance for developing 

nations, with finance identified as a critical enabler in the IPCC’s sixth assessment report. 

Falling Short of Commitments 

 Developed countries pledged in 2009 to mobilize $100 billion annually by 2020, a goal met only in 

2022. 

 This amount is inadequate to meet the growing financial needs for climate actions aligned with 

developing nations’ NDCs. 

 The 29th COP in Baku, Azerbaijan, in November 2024 aimed to establish a New Collective Quantified 

Goal on Climate Finance (NCQG), replacing the $100 billion floor. 

 Despite demands from developing nations for $1.3 trillion annually by 2030, developed nations 

proposed only $300 billion annually by 2035. 

Inadequacies in Climate Finance Goals 

 Developing countries need $455-$584 billion yearly for climate action, as estimated by the 

UNFCCC’s finance committee. 

GS Paper 02 :  International Relations GS Paper 03 :    Environment 

PYQ: (UPSC CSE (M) GS-3 2021): Describe the major outcomes of the 26th session of 

the Conference of the ParSes (COP) to the United NaSons Framework Convention on 

Climate Change (UNFCCC). What are the commitments made by India in this conference? 

(250 words/15m)  

UPSC Mains Practice Question: Discuss the significance of equitable climate finance in 

ensuring the successful implementation of the Paris Agreement. How can disparities 

between developed and developing nations be addressed? (250 Words /15 marks) 
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 The NCQG does not set specific funding amounts for least developed countries (LDCs) or small 

island states (SIDS). 

 SIDS asked for $39 billion and LDCs for $220 billion during COP29, but these were ignored. 

 Global Stocktake 2023 showed future costs could reach $447-$894 billion yearly by 2030, but this 

was overlooked. 

India’s Stance on the NCQG 

 India advocates for climate finance based on equity and the principle of common but differentiated 

responsibility and respective capability. 

 India called for mobilizing $1.3 trillion annually by 2030, with at least $600 billion in grants and 

concessional resources. 

 India expressed disappointment over the NCQG’s adoption without its consultation and rejected the 

proposal, citing it as inadequate and unfair. 

 India emphasized that insufficient finance impacts its ability to implement and submit ambitious 

NDCs. 

Responsibilities of Developed Nations 

 The Paris Agreement relies on ambitious and effective NDCs from developing nations. 

 Developed nations must enhance the scale and quality of climate finance and establish a coherent 

climate finance architecture. 

 Adequate, accessible, and affordable climate finance is essential for enabling the developing south 

to achieve their climate action goals effectively. 

Conclusion 

 Adequate climate finance is crucial for enabling developing nations to fulfill their climate 

commitments and achieve global climate goals. 

 Developed nations must take responsibility by significantly increasing finance and ensuring 

accessible, affordable mechanisms. 

 Without equitable finance, global efforts to mitigate climate change and achieve the Paris 

Agreement’s targets will remain insufficient. 

 


