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Page 01: Prelims Fact 

To mark 75 years of India’s Republic, President Droupadi Murmu curated a special invitation box featuring 

crafts from five southern states, highlighting India’s rich cultural heritage. 

 

Kalamkari Paintings 

 Kalamkari is a traditional hand-painted or block-printed textile art. 

 The paintings often depict mythological themes and nature-inspired motifs. 

 Nimmalakunta artisans, known for their intricate work, create these paintings. 

 They are made using natural dyes and a painstaking, detailed process. 

Ikat-Pochampalli Cover 

 Ikat is a resist-dyeing technique used to create unique patterns on fabric. 

 Pochampalli is a renowned weaving tradition from Telangana. 

 The cover is crafted with bright, geometric patterns typical of this art form. 
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 The fabric is durable and reusable, promoting sustainability. 

 The Ikat-Pochampalli cover adds elegance and cultural significance to the box. 

Ganjifa Art Magnet 

 Ganjifa art originates from Mysore and is inspired by traditional playing cards. 

 It features intricate designs and motifs, often hand-painted. 

 The art depicts cultural and mythological themes in vibrant colors. 

 It showcases the artistic heritage of Karnataka. 

Kanjeevaram Silk Pouch 

 Kanjeevaram silk is a traditional handwoven silk from Tamil Nadu. 

 Known for its vibrant colors and rich textures, it is widely admired. 

 The silk is woven using pure mulberry silk and gold zari threads. 

 It represents the exceptional craftsmanship of Tamil Nadu. 

Etikopakka Dolls 

  

 Etikopakka dolls are traditional wooden toys made in Andhra Pradesh. 

 They are crafted using soft wood and lacquer derived from natural dyes. 

 These toys are eco-friendly and safe for children. 

 Each doll is handcrafted with attention to detail and design. 

 They are a reflection of Andhra Pradesh’s artisan heritage. 

Screwpine Leaf Bookmark 

 It symbolizes Kerala’s rich tradition of natural fiber weaving. 

 Screwpine leaves are woven to create fine handicrafts in Kerala. 

 The craft involves drying, slicing, and weaving the leaves into intricate patterns. 

 Artisans create durable and sustainable products using this material. 
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Page 01 : Prelims Fact  

Former U.S. President Donald Trump was found guilty of hiding hush money payments but faced no 

punishment, becoming the first convicted President-elect. 

 

Hush Money Case: 

 Donald Trump was convicted in May 2024 for hiding hush money payments to an adult film actress. 

 The payments were made to stop the actress from talking about their alleged affair before the 2016 

election. 

 He was sentenced to an unconditional discharge, meaning he was guilty but received no jail time or 

fine. 

 This made Trump the first US President-elect to be convicted of a felony. 

 The judge explained that this punishment avoided interfering with Trump’s presidential duties. 

 Trump attended the sentencing virtually and called the case a “witch hunt” aimed at harming his 

reputation. 

 Prosecutors argued that Trump’s actions were a deliberate attempt to deceive and damage trust in 

the justice system. 
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Page 05 : GS 3 : Environment 

In 2024, global temperatures surpassed 1.5°C above pre-industrial levels, signaling a climate crisis, with 

urgent calls for emissions reductions and financial support for vulnerable nations. 
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Humanity’s Shift Towards Climate Crisis 

 2024 marked the first year when the global mean temperature exceeded 1.5°C above pre-industrial 

levels, as reported by the Copernicus Climate Change Service (C3S). 

 This is a significant milestone in global warming, aligning with concerns raised at global climate 

conferences where leaders aim to limit warming to below 2°C, ideally staying under 1.5°C. 

Annual Climate Conference Goals 

 The primary objective of annual climate conferences is to establish global agreements to reduce 

carbon emissions and slow temperature increases. 

 The ultimate goal is to prevent global temperatures from exceeding 2°C above pre-industrial levels, 

with the ideal target of limiting the rise to below 1.5°C to mitigate the most severe climate impacts. 

Temperature Thresholds and Significance of 2024 

 While surpassing the 1.5°C threshold in a single year does not signal an immediate climate 

catastrophe, experts warn that continued warming over a decade or more could result in permanent 

changes. 

 The year 2024 is seen as a critical turning point. With rising carbon emissions, experts predict that 

global temperatures may surpass the 2°C mark by 2050, leading to devastating consequences. 

Record-Breaking Global Temperatures in 2024 

 2024 has been recorded as the warmest year in history, with the global average temperature 

reaching 15.1°C, 0.72°C above the 1991–2020 average and 1.6°C above pre-industrial levels (1850–

1900). 

 The past decade (2015–2024) saw each year among the ten warmest on record, signaling a worrying 

trend. 

 The global temperature in 2024 consistently stayed above 1.5°C for 11 months, highlighting a 

worrying trajectory. 

 Sea Surface Temperature and El NiñoThe average sea surface temperature (SST) in 2024 reached a 

record high of 20.87°C, 0.51°C above the 1991–2020 average. 

 The period from January to June 2024 saw SSTs at record levels, while July to December followed 

closely as the second warmest on record, largely due to the ongoing El Niño event that started in 

June 2023. 
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Implications of Record Temperatures 

 Exceeding 1.5°C in 2024 signifies the world is perilously close to irreversible climate impacts. 

 While a single year above this threshold is not conclusive, it underscores the urgency for swift and 

meaningful emissions reductions to avoid exacerbating the harm to ecosystems and human 

populations. 

Concerns Over Financial Support and Climate Disasters 

 The rising temperatures have serious consequences for developing economies, which are already 

grappling with frequent climate disasters. 

 The failure of climate talks in Baku, Azerbaijan, to agree on a financial package for carbon emission 

mitigation worsens concerns, as developing countries now face more financial strain in addressing 

climate impacts. 

 This failure delays action on carbon markets, threatening to undermine efforts for sustainable 

development in these vulnerable regions. 

 

USPC Mains PYQ : 2022 

Ques : Discuss global warming and mention its effects on the global climate. Explain the control measures 

to bring down the level of greenhouse gases which cause global warming, in the light of the Kyoto 

Protocol, 1997. (250 Words /15 marks) 
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Page 13 : GS 2 : International Relations 

Donald Trump proposes a significant increase in NATO members’ defence spending to 5% of GDP, 

sparking debates about feasibility amid security concerns, particularly over Russia’s actions. 

 

Proposal for NATO Defence Spending Increase: 
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 Trump’s Proposal: 

o U.S. President-elect Donald Trump proposed that NATO countries should raise their defense 

spending to 5% of their GDP. 

o This would be a significant increase from the current target of 2%, which no NATO member, 

including the United States, currently meets. 

 Political and Economic Challenges: 

o NATO officials acknowledged the need for increased defense spending, but expressed that the 

5% target would be politically and economically unfeasible for most members. 

o Reaching such a target would require hundreds of billions of dollars in additional funding, which 

is deemed unrealistic for many nations. 

 Expected Outcome: 

o A new defense spending target is expected to be set at the NATO summit in The Hague in June. 

o The new target is likely to be around 3% of GDP. 

o Even this figure presents challenges for several NATO members, with some struggling to meet 

the existing 2% target. 

 Rationale for Increased Spending: 

o The push for higher defense spending is in response to Russia’s aggression in Ukraine and 

broader security concerns. 

o There is also an increasing push to reduce reliance on the United States for NATO’s defense 

capabilities. 

 European Concerns: 

o Proposals include joint EU borrowing to fund military capabilities, aiming to strengthen Europe’s 

defense capacity independently. 

o While European countries agree on the need for increased defense spending, they are also 

advocating for more self-reliance in defense matters. 
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In News : Maha Kumbh Mela 

 The Maha Kumbh Mela, one of the largest religious gatherings globally, is scheduled to take place 

from January 13 to February 26, 2025, at Prayagraj (Allahabad). 

 

Analysis of the news: 

Key Takeaways 

1. Spiritual Significance 

 The Maha Kumbh Mela is deeply rooted in Hindu beliefs, offering devotees the opportunity to 

absolve sins and attain Moksha (liberation).  

 It is considered auspicious due to planetary alignments that enhance spiritual energy, making it 

a transformative event for spiritual practices. 

2. Historical Foundations 

 The festival is tied to ancient mythology, particularly the Samudra Manthan (churning of the 

ocean) story, where drops of Amrita (nectar) fell at the four Kumbh Mela sites.  

 References in the Mahabharata and Puranas add a mythical charm to its origins. 

3. Cultural Relevance 

 The Sangam (confluence) of the Ganga, Yamuna, and Saraswati rivers at Prayagraj is the 

festival’s focal point.  
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 Rituals performed here are believed to cleanse sins and grant spiritual freedom, fostering unity 

among diverse communities. 

4. Modern Relevance 

 Beyond its religious importance, the Kumbh Mela remains a symbol of cultural heritage, 

spirituality, and universal harmony, bringing together people across backgrounds for shared 

pursuits of peace and devotion. 

 Key Rituals 

 Shahi Snan (Royal Bath): Led by ascetic groups like Naga Sadhus, this ceremonial dip in holy 

rivers is the highlight, symbolizing spiritual purification. 

 Sankirtan and Bhajans: Devotional songs and chants create a vibrant spiritual ambiance. 

 Yoga and Meditation: Visitors engage in practices for physical and mental well-being. 

 Spiritual Discourses: Renowned saints deliver teachings on philosophy and spirituality. 
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Page : 06 Editorial Analysis  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GS Paper 03 :  Science and Technology 

PYQ: (UPSC CSE (M) GS-3 2023):  Introduce the concept of Artificial Intelligence (AI). 

How does AI help clinical diagnosis? Do you perceive any threat to privacy of the 

individual in the use of Al in healthcare? (150 words/10m)  

UPSC Mains Practice Question: Discuss the opportunities and challenges of integrating 

Artificial Intelligence into India’s military for modernizing its defence capabilities. (150 

Words /10 marks) 
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Context : 

 India is integrating AI into its military, focusing on modernization, but faces challenges in funding, 

policy, and interoperability. 

India’s Progress in Military AI Development 

 Increasing Focus on AI for Defence Modernisation 

o India is advancing its military capabilities by integrating Artificial Intelligence (AI) systems into its 

defence framework. 

o The Defence Budget for 2023-24 was ₹6.21 lakh crore ($75 billion), emphasizing modernization 

and upgrading of military systems. 

o Innovative products like the Indrajaal autonomous drone security system have been developed. 

o Significant foreign investments, such as Microsoft’s $3 billion commitment to building data 

centres in Telangana, bolster India’s AI ecosystem. 

 Government’s Commitment to AI in Defence 

o Defence Minister Rajnath Singh has emphasized AI’s potential for revolutionizing military 

operations, from predictive analytics to autonomous decision-making. 

o India participates in multiple international AI initiatives, reflecting its commitment to leveraging 

AI for defence purposes. 

o Although progress is evident, certain hurdles need to be addressed for efficient AI adoption. 

Challenges in Adopting Military AI 

 Funding and Infrastructure Limitations 

o AI development requires extensive digitized data and expensive data centres, which pose a 

challenge for India. 

o India’s military also needs to allocate resources for replacing outdated legacy systems, further 

straining the budget. 

o Legacy hardware like older aircraft is no longer competitive globally and requires modernization. 

 Policy Gaps and Fragmentation 

o India’s AI policies lack clear implementation mechanisms for military use. 

o Documents such as the National Strategy for Artificial Intelligence and the Responsible AI for All 

paper provide guidelines but are not specific to military AI deployment. 

o Institutions like the Defence Artificial Intelligence Council (DAIC) and the Defence AI Project 

Agency (DAIPA) have been established but lack updated publicly available progress reports. 
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 The International AI Race 

o Countries like Israel and China are rapidly developing and deploying military AI, placing them 

ahead of India. 

o India needs a clearer vision and faster implementation to remain competitive in the global AI 

race. 

o Cautionary remarks from leaders, such as comparing AI to nuclear weapons, highlight 

apprehensions about its potential dangers. 

Specific Challenges in India 

 Inter-Service Silos in Armed Forces 

o The separate doctrines and communication systems of the Indian Army, Navy, and Air Force 

hinder interoperability and joint operations. 

o Reliance on Public Sector Units (PSUs) 

o India’s defence sector has historically depended on PSUs, despite the presence of private players 

and startups producing high-quality systems. 

o Introducing public-private partnerships (PPPs) and fostering competition, as seen in the space 

sector, could accelerate AI innovation. 

Path Forward for AI in Defence 

o India needs systemic changes to address inter-service silos and reduce overreliance on PSUs. 

o Strong frameworks and clear policies are essential for the ethical and effective deployment of 

military AI. 

o International collaboration and fostering innovation through PPPs will enhance AI adoption and 

capabilities. 

o With a cohesive strategy, India can harness AI’s potential to revolutionize its defence ecosystem. 

 


