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Kashmiri artisans give wings to the dodo

Made by locals in the Valley’s karkhanas, over 50,000 papier mache models of the bird, which became extinct in 1681 and

was introduced to artisans by tourists two decades ago, have been shipped to markets in Europe and Mauritius this year

Peerzada Ashiq home in the papier mache | The bird is a very dodos this season for papier mache,” Mr. Jan
SRINAGAR world of Kashmir, which recent addition to exports,” says Mr. Mir. said.
‘ . F)therwise was mamly the craft, which Most papier mache Thanks to ﬂ}ose

his Christmas, influenced by Persia, its has been practised artisans do not know unknown tourists, the
T papier mache motifs and figures. . p - much about how dodos dodos have got wings and

artisans in The dodos, which in Kashmir for over were introduced in the demand for them is
Srinagar have given wings originally had grey or 600 years now Kashmir’s art scene. only growing with each
to thousands of dodos, a brown plumage, come in The bird is a very recent | passing day. “Papier
bird that became extinct many colours in the addition to the craft, mache artisans of Kashmir
in 1681 within 80 years of papier mache form with mache dodos have set which has been practised are keeping the memory
its interaction with floral and forest prints their feet in markets of in Kashmir for over 600 of dodos alive. A local craft
humans and exposure to adorning its body. Europe and Mauritius in years now. space is making them in
depleting forests. “The floral prints East Africa this year, just However, there are hundreds and exporting

Reyaz Jan, in his 70s, symbolise how it was the ahead of Christmas. many stories about the them to the place where it
who was giving final depleting forest cover that “Dodos were last seen arrival of dodos in went extinct and
touches to a papier mache | resulted in the extinction in Mauritius. The bird is Kashmir. __ elsewhere,” Mahmood
model of the bird at a of the bird,” Mr. Jan says. important to the place and “There s Shah, who served as
karkhana in Zadibal area With a magical touch of | is the national emblem were Director Handicrafts
of Srinagar, says, “I was yellow to the hooked tips there. We mostly export tourists and Handloom in
introduced to the shape and stout legs and dark papier mache dodos to the | from Kashmir till recently,
and size of the bird from green to the rear curly country. There is a huge Mauritius told The Hindu.
pictures. Of late, we feathers, Mr. Jan gives life demand for dodo who visited
download images. The to the dodo, albeit in products, which come in Kashmir and
shape and size of the bird papier mache. different sizes,” Faizan introduced the
is endearing. I fell in love Mir, who runs Mir Arts, an bird around
with it at first sight. It’ssad | Christmas orders exclusive papier mache two decades
that the bird is no more Besides dangling balls, arts showroom at ago. There is
seen anywhere.” jingles, crescents, Santas, Srinagar’s Hawsal, says. no written
Fast disappearing from | stars and boxes, this year, It takes five to 10 daysto | record though of

people’s memory, the Kashmir has exported create large-sized dodos in | who exactly got it here.
fearless and flightless these dodos in large karkhanas located in the It’s a very new addition to
bird, approximately quantities. Valley. “Our karkhana the array of articles
three-feet tall, has a new Over 50,000 papier produced over 3,000 Kashmir produces in
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Justice V. Ramasubramanian

Former SC
judge named
human rights
panel chief

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The President of India on
Monday appointed former
Supreme Court judge, Jus-
tice V. Ramasubramanian
(retd.), as Chairperson of
the National Human Rights
Commission. The post of
NHRC chief was lying va-
cant since June this year.
President Droupadi
Murmu also appointed
child rights advocate Pri-
yank Kanoongo and retired
Justice Bidyut Ranjan Sa-
rangi as NHRC members. A
committee led by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
had met on December 18 to
select the NHRC chief. Op-
position leaders in Rajya
Sabha and Lok Sabha, Mal-
likarjun Kharge and Rahul
Gandhi respectively, also
attended the meeting.
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Filmmaker who gave a voice to the
voiceless, held dear the idea of India

Shyam Benegal experimented with form and technique, broke every boundary to document the changing contours of Indian society and kept

evolving with times; be it farmers or sex workers, his protagonists questioned the social order with searing intensity without resorting to hyperbole

Anuj Kumar
NEW DELHI

peerless filmmaker
Awho gave voice to
the voiceless and

documented the idea of In-
dia through his rich
oeuvre, Shyam Benegal
passed away on Monday in
a Mumbai hospital at 90.

One of the foremost
oarsmen of the Indian New
Wave, reality never es-
caped from Benegal’s fo-
cus.

In 1970s, when Bolly-
wood was looking for poet-
ic justice through the An-
gry Young Man, Benegal
captured the silent resis-
tance of the marginalised
in feudal India with Ankur
(1974), Nishant (1975), and
Manthan (1976).

Be it farmers or sex
workers, his protagonists
questioned the prevailing
social order with searing
intensity without resorting
to hyperbole for the Dada
Saheb Phalke Award win-
ner saw cinema as a medi-
um that can reflect the ve-
ry act of living. Starting as
an ad filmmaker, Benegal
consistently experimented

with form and technique
and kept evolving with
times. His range of subjects
remain unrivalled as Bene-
gal broke every boundary
to document the changing
contours of Indian society.

Budgets were never a
constraint for his vision.
Born to a photographer
father in Hyderabad, Bene-
gal discovered very early
that there is nothing in the
human experience that
can’t be depicted through
the medium.

He grew up watching
the works of Guru Dutt, his
second cousin, but the real
inspiration came from Sa-
tyajit Ray’s Pather Pancha-
li. Like Ray, his films always
found a theatrical release.
He believed that the au-
dience always stood for
meaningful cinema.

From idealism to satire
Music was integral to his ci-
nema but not as a decora-
tive device. The strains in
Bhumika, Mandi, and Sar-
dari Begum scythe through
the atavistic mores of so-
ciety and leave a mark on
the conscience.

If his early works were

TYMH 97T & IR § iU STHPR:

» ORI Sftrra fired fafar oiR aTeT W18 Wiess REHR faoidT, foest 90 I @ omg & fem 81 mam, 3 R &
gAY YR & AH1oIG dH-aH HI G|
» YRR T8 A8 PR (1974), F=Iid (1975) 3R HyF (1976) St fhedl & forg oM oird €, fored g1l R us
Yl & Tgs! &1 ISR faar |

rooted in idealism, satire
gradually found its way in
films like Welcome to Saj-
janpur and Well Done
Abba.

He adapted Mahabharat
as Kalyug in a corporate fa-
mily. The film speaks to us
even today. Later, he re-
created Dharamvir Bharti’s
novel into the lyrical Suraj

ILLUSTRATION: SAAI

Ka Satwan Ghoda.

He brought crowd fund-
ing to Indian cinema much
before it became a fad and
made classics like Man-
than, Antarnaad, and Sus-
man.

His touching trilogy wo-
ven around Muslim wo-
men, Sardari Begum, Mam-
mo, and Zubeidaa brought

him back to the top billing
in the 1990s.

Strong team of creatives
He forged a strong team of
creatives with Govind Ni-
halani, Shama Zaidi, and
Vanraj Bhatia to realise vi-
sion and introduced us to
powerhouse talent like
Shabana Azmi, Naseerud-
din Shah, Rajit Kapoor, Sa-
lim Ghouse, and Rajeshwa-
ri Sachdev. All through, he
challenged actors to go
beyond their comfort
zone. Be it Smita Patil and
Amol Palekar in Bhumika
or Karisma Kapoor in Zu-
beidaa, the actors found a
new life in Benegal’s
hands.

Someone who didn’'t
wear his ideology on his
sleeve, in The Making of
Mahatma, he introduced
us to Gandhi’s psyche be-
fore he became the Mahat-
ma and with equal passion
documented the life of
Subhas Chandra Bose in
The Forgotten Hero. His ob-
jective gaze came through
in Bharat Ek Khoj, an adap-
tation of Jawaharlal Neh-
ru’s The Discovery of India
where he captured the spi-

rit of India. It was his most
comprehensive work that
has withstood the test of
time. Not to forget Samvid-
han where he introduced
the Constitution to young
Indians.

Behind that hard exte-
rior, Benegal carried a gen-
tle soul who would go the
extra mile to make his ac-
tors feel comfortable.
Humble to the core, he
would always be ready to
take criticism in his stride.

Age didn’t diminish his
passion. In 2023, he came
up with an engaging biopic
of Sheikh Mujibur Rah-
man. Alive to the times, as
the head of the committee
formed to suggest changes
in the working of Central
Board of Film Certification,
he suggested far-reaching
changes.

A strong advocate of the
pluralist identity of India,
when Aamir Khan spoke
about growing intolerance
in Indian society, Benegal
had said, “You can and you
should and you must raise
your voice against intole-
rance. We are constitution-
ally bound to protect our
minorities.”
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India’s reliance on China for critical minerals

Does China have unparalleled dominance in the critical minerals sector? How was it able to do so? What are the minerals for which India is heavily dependent on

China? Why has India not been able to excavate the lithium reserves found in Jammu and Kashmir?

EXPLAINER

Rakshith Shetty

The story so far:
he Ministry of Mines in 2023
identified 30 critical minerals
deemed essential for the
nation’s economic
development and national security. While
the report highlighted India’s complete
import dependency for 10 critical
minerals, it did not fully address a more
pressing concern — the extent and nature
of dependency on China.

Is China a dominant player?

China’s unparalleled dominance in critical
minerals stems from its vast resource base
and strategic investments across the value
chain. As the world’s largest mining
nation, China has discovered 173 types of
minerals, including 13 energy minerals, 59
metallic minerals, and 95 non-metallic
minerals. Reserves of nearly 40% of these
minerals, particularly copper, lead, zinc,
nickel, cobalt, lithium, gallium,
germanium, and crystalline graphite,
increased significantly last year,
supported by an exploration investment
of $19.4 billion. This led to the discovery
of 132 new mineral deposits, including 34
large ones. China’s dominance extends
beyond reserves to include processing
and refining, with control over 87% of
rare earth processing, 58% of lithium
refining, and 68% of silicon processing.
Furthermore, China has strategically
invested in overseas mining projects and
built unparalleled midstream refining
capabilities, raising supply chain
vulnerabilities for countries including
India, the U.S., and EU nations.

‘What about China’s export controls?
When it comes to China’s approach to
weaponising critical mineral exports, it is
strategic and calculated. Beijing primarily
targets minerals deemed critical by
Western nations and their allies,
especially those essential for

China, a leading player in critical minerals

China’s dominance in critical minerals stems from its vast resource base and strategic investments
across the value chain. As the world’s largest mining nation, China has discovered 173 types of minerals

China’s global market share (in percentage) across various minerals as of 2022
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semiconductors, batteries, and high-tech
manufacturing. However, China carefully
balances these decisions against two
constraining factors: it avoids controlling
minerals which heavily depend on
Western raw material imports, and it
refrains from actions that could disrupt its
domestic industrial enterprises or
export-dependent sectors. This strategic
calculus was evident in China’s 2010 rare
earth embargo against Japan, its recent
restrictions on antimony, gallium, and
germanium exports, and its December
2023 ban on rare earth extraction and
processing technologies.

Is India dependent on China?

An in-depth examination of import data
of 30 critical minerals spanning 2019 to
2024 reveals India’s acute vulnerability to
Chinese supplies, particularly for six
critical minerals where dependency

exceeds 40%: bismuth (85.6%), lithium
(82%), silicon (76%), titanium (50.6%),
tellurium (48.8%), and graphite (42.4%).
Bismuth, primarily used in
pharmaceuticals and chemicals, has few
alternative sources, with China
maintaining an estimated 80% of global
refinery production. Lithium, crucial for
EV batteries and energy storage, faces
processing bottlenecks, despite
alternative raw material sources, as China
controls 58% of global refining. Silicon,
vital for semiconductors and solar panels,
requires sophisticated processing
technology that few countries possess.
Titanium, essential for aerospace and
defence applications, has diversified
sources but involves high switching costs.
Tellurium, important for solar power and
thermoelectric devices, is dominated by
China’s 60% global production share and
finally graphite, indispensable for EV

batteries and steel production, faces
supply constraints as China controls
67.2% of global output, including
battery-grade material.

Why does India rely on imports?
Despite being endowed with significant
mineral resources, India’s heavy reliance
on imports stem from several structural
challenges in its mining and processing
ecosystem. Many critical minerals are
deep-seated, requiring high-risk
investments in exploration and mining
technologies — a factor that has deterred
private sector participation in the absence
of adequate incentives and policy
support. The country’s processing
capabilities are also limited. This is
particularly evident in the case of the
recently discovered lithium deposits in
Jammu and Kashmir, where despite the
presence of 5.9 million tonnes of
resources in clay deposits, India lacks the
technological capability to extract lithium
from such geological formations.

‘What is the way forward?
India has initiated a multi-pronged
approach to reduce its dependency on
China. The government has established
KABIL, a joint venture of three
State-owned companies, to secure
overseas mineral assets. India has also
joined strategic initiatives like the
Minerals Security Partnership and the
Critical Raw Materials Club to diversify its
supply sources and strengthen
partnerships. The country is also
investing in research through institutions
like the Geological Survey of India and the
Council for Scientific and Industrial
Research while promoting recycling and
circular economy practices to reduce
virgin mineral dependency.
Production-linked incentives for
extracting critical minerals through
recycling also seem promising. However,
transitioning away from China will require
sustained investment and long-term
commitment to these various initiatives.
The writer is a research analyst at The
Takshashila Institution.
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China’s dominance extends
beyond reserves to include
processing and refining, with
control over 87% of rare earth
processing, 58% of lithium
refining, and 68% of silicon
processing.

v

An in-depth examination of
import data of 30 critical
minerals spanning 2019 to
2024 reveals India’s acute
vulnerability to Chinese
supplies, particularly for six
critical minerals where
dependency exceeds 40%.

v

Despite being endowed with
significant mineral resources,
India’s heavy reliance on
imports stem from several
structural challenges in its
mining and processing
ecosystem.
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Envisioning India as a global skill supplier

n an address in August,
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi had said that he was
hopeful that India’s skilled
workforce will play a prominent
role in the global job market.

Global mega trends, such as
demographic transitions,
globalisation, technological
advancements, and climate
change, are significantly altering
the demand for, and the supply of,
international migrant workers.
Among the various facets of such
changes, the skills of these
workers are assuming centrality in
public policy discourse.

Reviews of immigration policies
of the traditional and major
migrant destinations (the U.S., the
U.K., Canada, and Gulf
Cooperation Council countries)
and of the new destinations
(Germany, South Korea, Japan,
etc.) reveal the increased
prioritising of skill-selective and
skill-intense immigration. Most of
the destination countries
recognise that their ability to
respond to certain developments,
such as an ageing society,
digitalisation, declining fertility
rates, and the need for economic
diversification strategies to tackle
the challenging global economic
environment, can be met only by
welcoming international migrant
workers with the relevant skills.

Can India rise to the occasion
and bridge the global skills gaps?
Responding effectively to the skill
needs of different destination
countries is a complex task.
Robust and evidence-based policy
interventions are essential to
facilitate skill-centred
international labour migration
outflows from India.

Fragmented policy structure
However, India still lacks a
comprehensive policy architecture
for international labour mobility.
The policy interventions are
fragmented and are often not
based on evidence. The only data
source for annual migrant labour
outflows from India is the data on
emigration clearances, which
covers only those with an
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educational attainment below
matriculation and low skilled
workers migrating to 18 select
countries. Such data inadequacy
stands as a major obstacle in
formulating constructive polices.
India’s efforts have mostly
revolved around bilateral
agreements on international
labour mobility with different
countries covering aspects such as
social security, skills, protection,
and welfare. These are primarily
one-off exercises, not situated
within a composite policy
framework. Further, there are
hardly any evaluations available
on the outcomes of these pacts
and the learnings from them.
India must design and
operationalise a comprehensive
national policy on international
labour migration, with
skill-centred migration anchored
as one of the fundamental pillars.
Such a policy should clearly set
the road map for the different
processes involved in transitioning
India as the global skill capital.

The way forward
The critical step in this direction is
to identify and anticipate the
ever-changing skills in demand in
select destination countries and
the emergent skill gaps across
their key sectors and occupations.
Organisations such as the
European Centre for the
Development of Vocational
Training are actively involved in
skill forecasting for European
countries using rigorous
methodologies. Data and insights
obtained from regional and
national skill-forecasting exercises,
especially for the U.S., the UK.
and Canada, that mostly cover the
medium term (2-5 years), can help
India respond to skill needs. This
should be supplemented by big
data analytics of real-time online
job vacancies in destination
countries for which India seeks to
become the lead supplier of skills.
Once this is done, India’s
capacity to provide the requisite
skills must be assessed. This will
entail systematic mapping of the
country’s skill development efforts

related to skill mobility and
follow-up actions: introducing
identified skills and competencies
as a part of the curriculum in
specific institutions; reorienting
skill programmes of India’s
International Skill Centres to meet
the global skill gaps; creating
customised short-term skill
training geared towards
destination countries; and so on.
The priority must be to raise the
quality of skill development to
international standards. This calls
for the convergence of the skill
qualification systems of India and
the destination countries. India
also needs a review of the National
Skills Qualification Framework to
assess its effectiveness in aligning
our qualifications with those of the
major destination countries.

Considering that contemporary
immigration policies encourage
temporisation, return migration is
gaining prominence in
international skilled migration
flows. This is another area where
India falls short: the optimum
utilisation of return migrants’
skills is one of the most neglected
aspects of the country’s migration
policies. The best way to
effectively reintegrate return
migrants is to ensure that the skills
and competencies they acquire in
the destination countries are
accredited by specialised skill
certification institutions in those
countries so that migrants can
transition back effectively to the
Indian labour market when they
return.

Another pressing need is a
skill-centred international labour
migration information system,
encompassing quantitative and
qualitative indicators. Such a
platform should regularly collate,
generate, analyse, and report
information and data on key
indicators of skills and migration
to enable evidence-based
interventions. This will be pivotal
in fostering skill partnerships
between India and the principal
destination countries, boosting
skill-centred mobility, and
improving migration and
developmental outcomes.
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» W N HIE 4T Y & H1egd J I A< SR H TN B4 & YR BI &l IR g & 18 g

» U DI SfRIA B gR B, YR AHSD! YR HA SR 09 dled ardd Farydl & gt
THIHR] Bl JAUTSHD - o oY U U A1 G1d DI ATl IR YHTRT STad g

» 3T& AR, I8 Ser-Hanfrd yarg —fifadl & Agd R SR T |

YRT &1 $E Sriad R afYye varg v

s TYFH A A ITE SaTs fh HRA BT A BRigd Ay A<l R 3 Hgaqu! it Ay
» SRS URacH, Ta=itd! T 3R STaary uRad S afiyes B9 S SieR_TsT Tarsht siftyet
HiTT 3R 3Myfdf &I gad B B
» S-S T g5 BId JAN, fSRieaiierur 3R gedt goHH <R St gRifa o1 THIe SR & forg oot
3fTas Hifedt & THRIRNG $R IQ &, P Irdei-ie ifd waf &1 &g 99 38 8
TIE <N B PIRA-TIATHD STl Hifaar

» 3MAR®, f3eq, HAST 3R WS YediT uRve S S URURG Yary Tidadl & A1Y-Jry STHA, Gl
DINAT 3R STUH SR T el § HRIa HiD! & urdfiiear & 1 @1 g

» U3 HAA § o e AP YRyt 1 WRTd Hreb 31 fafaeienur iR Fremfores gl &1
Y o o T g |

AYP PIA AT B RT B | YR B gATaar

» YRA ! (AT Tas S0 & DI ATTIDH AT B T B H T Slfed B BT AT BT ISal ¢ |

» g‘wm-ébiad AT 1 GiauTrsics S o fo1T Tolgd Wi W STRd YuTd! ifciTd g&iay Savash
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» VAR 3@ dfgate & e Iuas THAS Sl Jid SHaN e Sel g, off § U I HH H-A 4THD!
B! HAIR BT &, Sl FHTE! Tl B dUR B H U 937 91407 U Rl

U4 WX U STUD AP HIfd BT S(HTa

» URd & YN T& 0 § YH1oih JRET, DI, TREUT R Hedvl ¥ Jaiferd 37 <=1 & a1y fguefa
UG R Hied W) 8, AT 3 T T 98 -Hfovrd o &1 fewn 8 8

» 39 AN B! GHERAC BT HHTAT B & (A4 i DI HHI g, o S JHTT R W
TPV B HTIIHAT Bl ISR HRT ¢

HRd & foru 3mY &7 I

» HRA P! AT 47 Ya R TS ATUS AP AT TR BA B ATIDdl &, TorgH HI=Idl-bisd
YA Teb el WH 8l

» U% HEAYU HeH Tiqed o H A7 § DI S UgdM ST, IS SMaIH TS HI Gargae ail
3R DI AT B G HRA & o8 A<t Rfdadt ¥ SeT TAIfeea BT IudT BT 7 |

» URA Bl MAWS DI UG B P (U &HdT BT b BT AR, HISlel SIS fadbr yarat
T HHTHA0] BT AMRT 3R I3 7T =N B HTaAH TS P AU IRRAT FHRAT A1

I AP AFSI BT g™

» dffd AF®! B T HA & L, R BT U DI f9bm T YR ST a1ey, o ureasmd
o oIy S B TDhigpd BT, TR0 G B G I HAT SR T 2 & g aférd
DI T UTSTehH ST JMAE B |

. Waﬁgﬁw&ﬁaﬁ U VAT Tidedl & 91y WG B & [ AP BIRie Il e B aEie
S{dRYD 5|

TRt AT 3R YH: UHIHIT UR A &

" qﬁ%&mﬁgﬂam:ﬂﬁm&m@mﬁmm%wﬁmm@mﬁﬁwmw
P
% YRJ B! T G B dle dId YAl & DI BT dgaR ITANT BT IeT b IT! araarsit
?%letgll?ﬁvllklGﬁ?d%*—llﬂdlﬁww,ﬁmﬁﬁlﬂﬁﬂq%ﬂwﬁqﬁwﬁgﬁzmﬁﬁ
T gl
PIRA-Diod TARI T YOS Bt STaIHdl
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