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2024 T TAAT ATIGISAT BT STeATH
» 2024 T TR &1 ¥ AhR T WX a, fafay &= H Sn{dyd siadrg 3Tuer o’ T |
» I RPple R g9 T oy off, o H dgd argHsdd 3R TR dYAM A IRY HIGH &1 ge1s] &l

Serar fea|
» THT R faRafia siuel Saarg aRkadd & RO R Hft TR 81 18, fo Siaarg uuyTal & T AU

GRS g &) Fifgd foar|




Gl THE 3% HINDU

GEO IAS Daily News Analysis
¢d A9 & GHTd
» IAfIF T & BRI THR gdTed gT, o=y U ¥ dHam o smieH! & SR 3R UTsdS, YRA 3R
.Uy, o o=l |
» I dTOH A I, ST B ST 3R M B e B e

13 3R WY guf
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In News : NHRC Action on Tribal Suicides in Kerala
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NATIONAL HUMAN RIGHTS
COMMISSION

YT ARG STANT (NHRC) & a1

= NHRC U& Wad quTfHe e § fore! RITTAT 12 3/ageR, 1993 P AHATYSGR TR0 o,
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= U HRA W AHATIGR! & Wefb & T H P HAT &, S YR & AU oY ST srgsiell
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»  NHRC AFAYSHRI TR URT Rigidl & 1 WRRAd ©, Sl slareca! 3R SUre GHid a1 g
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In News : Wealth Tax
T YR H AT DI GR HIA & [ YUl HR DI G: AR ST M2

Hufd R & IR H:

» Jufy o [t sufdd & warfia arelt faftrs Jufeal, S fb Fod), S o1, AR, sraa Tufx, aafaaid
HR SR e Jufd & Y TR Fed TR T 571l 3|

» 3y TR W, B, GhTd 3R W O B3 o= JUT B T & |

» TR B YA ILT Afdddl o Sded 3R TR-3HTavge Jufdl ! dférd B |
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RITIRRI & YR WR U=y foar 7 o)
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» I AUS hgHarel, A iy § g SR S URIN+e AFTd o9 & & SR 2015
AT R feam |
o YR-Ra WR fYUR ¥ gfg gR1 ufaita fosam |

» URRITIT IUM: 31 HRIS § P 31T aral afdadl 3R 10 Hs T 3w 3 aret dufal & e
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» TTHR d5h: PR a3 3R B oG P el Goef bl =Tl |
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» URd &I 9 fufd RO (SMESTHUmSR) 2023 & TdH WHRT domrsit 3R Ireiiie war g1 gafid
a7 3R g SR faaR & He@yul W TR UhT=1 STl TR &

» T8 IUTISI TITRUN TRV B JoId AT & T Fford PR BT HRA B! Uldagar &1 <2 21
i

» HIed B TG B, oid fAAedT B T HRPb 3R W3 ga1 3R Tt oY srazass umifRufaest
o aTE U™ $Rap o Saary uRad- ¥ fAdes § agayuf yfitet fAum gl
» HRd H 97 TRV & YHRIAD S¢ald HRd ot o [RUTT RUIE (SMETATHAR) 2023 H uRaAféd g1 g |

» YOI & garar T B {6 97 3R gaf 3MaRur 39 827,357 i fabaiidiex H thall g1 §, St HRd & Yf¥ &=
BT 25.17% &, FoRIH 21.76% T SATARTT 3R 3.41% &I STaR0T A & |
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India State of
4 OY‘GSt Report 2023

ngrove Covor: 4,992 sq km

India State of
Forest report 2023

India's Progress on NDC Carbon Sequestration Target

> Bamboo Bearing Area: 1,54, o‘)o sq km > India’s carbon stock has reached 30.43 billion tonnes
an incr ( ’5,227sqkm )00 of CO, equivalent

M Previous assessment

> Carbon Stock In Forests: 7,285.5 million
tonnes (an Increase of 81.5 million
tonnes in carbon stock from previous

> India has reac
additional carbon sink as against the
target of 2.5 to 3.0 billion tonnes by 2030

compared to the base year of 2005

hed 2.29 billion tonnes of

EXPANSION OF FOREST COVER DECLINE IN FIRE INCIDENTS ﬁ?
715,343 KM? 223,333
698, 712 KM? ’_\ o 203,544
éookmark this tab *
-
2013 2023 FIRE HOTSPOTS IN 2021-22 FIRE HOTSPOTS IN 2023-24

SO A BIATE 06 PRaAT MerOwT (ae) 3031
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ISFR 2023: HRd & 9+l PT TP WU

» [SFR YR G FA&fUT (FSI) GRT SUUE 3R Wics Scl T YA R bl o aral T fgaryd
vt 8, et vl KA 1987 T yeiiRrd g3 ot
» 2023 GIHI1 H < WS WA &
0 G-I WP TR T Yeuich, o a7 &7, HIiG, ST B 31T, BT Widh SR aRH1d URac miia
gl
0 WS II: I &F 3R Wics Yl R IS4/ % MR UG TR FT 37|
CERPE Rk |

» YR H 99 &7 2013 T 698,712 T fhH § IR 2023 H 715,343 T¥f fopt 81 |

» 3N B geasl § Ieiag HHI 305 §, 2023-24 H 203,544 3N & giewWic U, Safb 2021-22 |
223,333 91

» YR A 3043 f¥feraa e co2 T &1 w1 Riss g1iR1a fasa, S 2005 ¥ 2.29 fafer e sifafted B,
S 9% 2030 NDC T&T & HIE g

ISR T 3R Ugd

» YR g7 JA&UT (FSI) 3 Iod A0 YUMiera, 9= AT drat Yumelt 3R 25 Isdl/bg WRId U= |
I I3l & fSfSreciion)ur & arery ¥ o+ TR 8§ GUR fobar|

ey gierre # 2 €

» U fear iR (GIM): gTel SR fOdR & J1e0d T o7 &3 | gf, 17 I91 8K 1 6% MRIT TS D
944.48 TS $UY IR fobT 7|

» TR g9 AT (NVY): T3t & # 8Ra ®IF faeRid foew U, fo e 546 aRareHms & faw 431.77
RIS ¥UY 3dfed fou M|

» HA TR AT (SNY): Wodl H GRG0 S Serar faar T, S 743 aRaeHd Widgd &1 T8 3R
4.80 TS $UY 3fTafed fooy M|

» T Ugd (MISHTI): dcl & BN T9g &) s81d forar mar, fod 17 T4l iR 1 Fg 2 Uex &l
944.48 HUS TUY TR fbT 7T | &5 Isdl &l 17.96 FRIS JUT 3fTdfed fbu M|

» UfaqR® gRIul [ g&eq (CAMPA): TR-a9 TTfafafia & &Ror =1 & &fd &1 &d foar T

» TR T Haid 3R AT Arorrsft & o & A1y S T HriHH & dgd FAuia affe aga|

» SRl SAM: 95 HeIid 3R geild TwIg oY STATSHI & R J&RIYuT &I Seral faar |
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99 3R Teila V&1 & fore ST T g

» YRA P I 3R TIoid IRET TG B! gRT 2RI ©, ford =i 8
o YRdIg a4 fafTH, 1927
o G TR&fU1 Td FaeH SifafAaH, 1980
o ggeita (TRefOn) HfAfATH, 1972
»  IoY-fAfRIy ST SR ger TReor SfAfom 2t 3R Ireor ger wRerr gifda #va B

T &1 Upfd A JS1a

» T ol TIST oY At aNTa IETe WRTGRT & Agd &I &R 5
» "g&ff DI AT & T F ST SH arall, 3 soR HH F gX-HR S §9H o [ arel 08 & H 60
J 31 an gAfdd fFu|

e

» URA a9 3R gef 3MaRur & YHIGRIe g, 3T &) gearsff # wft ok B arfer! fowR & dregw
TafeRuiiy fRRGT Bt 3R 31 §¢ @1 8

» I W Ugd R IS YRTGRT W& 3R T8Ta & il URd &t Ufdasdl & ISR Ha)
gl

» 3 IMfed var It & fore Ues gid, Wi ufawr &1 Ar oeRd &d | |

PYQ : Mains 2020

UY: YRd & a1 "areFl o1 (UG 3R Saarg ufvads wR sa& ufvomd} uuta &1 uienr #31 (250 words/15m)
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Marginalised by caste, marginalised in education

tul Kumar, the son of a daily wage
worker and from the Scheduled Caste
community, lost his seat at I[IT
Dhanbad after he was unable to pay
the seat booking fee of 17,500 that was required
to secure his admission. His case gained
widespread attention on social media, prompting
the Supreme Court of India to intervene by
exercising its extraordinary powers under Article
142 to grant him admission. There are many and
similar cases like Atul’s, but which never draw
media attention or receive justice, leaving many
deserving students without opportunities due to
financial constraints and systemic inequalities.

The rise in tuition fees

The struggles that Dalit students face echo the
challenges of pre-Independence India when they
were barred from enrolling in educational
institutions because of their caste. While these
historical restrictions were overt, the situation
now is more insidious. Under the “Atmanirbhar
Bharat Abhiyan”, the Government of India has
been pushing for self-reliance in institutions,
leading to a significant increase in fees in many
government colleges and universities such as the
Indian Institutes of Technology (IIT), the Indian
Institutes of Management, the central
universities, and the National Law University. For
instance, in 2016, the IIT council’s standing
committee agreed to increase the undergraduate
tuition fees by 200%. This meant a fee increase
from ¥90,000 to I3 lakh a year.

In response to the criticism regarding the fee
increase, the committee set up by the
government asserted that students from
marginalised communities would benefit from
the Vidyalakshmi scheme, which offers
interest-free scholarships. However, while this
initiative aims to provide support, it remains
insufficient to fully address the financial
challenges faced by these students, especially as
fees continue to rise. The hike in fees that was
implemented in seven IIMs including increased
tuition fees; IM-Lucknow hiked it by nearly 30%,
[IM-Ahmedabad and IIM-Shillong by 5%, IIM
Lucknow by 29.6%, IIM-Calcutta by 17.3%,
[IM-Kozhikode by 23.1%, [IM-Ranchi by 19% and
[IM-Tiruchirappalli by 20%. IIT-Delhi increased
tuition fees for full-time M.Tech students in the
semester in 2022-23. The total academic fee is
now 353,100, which does not include hostel fees.
This is a 100% increase from last year’s fee of
$26,450.

The frequent hikes in fees have made it
increasingly difficult for students from the
marginalised communities to afford higher
education or even pursue studies through loans.

&

Sumant Kumar

Associate Professor at
the Alliance School of
Liberal Arts, Alliance

University, Bangalore

Rising costs in
higher
education are
one of the
many issues
affecting Dalit
students

With rising costs in the Indian education system,
many students from the marginalised
communities are unable to even consider
enrolling in prestigious institutions such as the
IITs and the 1IMs despite securing competitive
ranks. As a result, while some students manage to
cope with the financial burden, there are others
who are overwhelmed by the stress and the
inequality in academic institutions. This pressure,
exacerbated by the high cost of education, has a
human angle too. In 2021, data showed that over
the past seven years, 122 students from the IITs
and the [IMs had ended their lives, many due to
the financial strain of rising fees and the anxiety
of securing employment.

The issue of dropouts

Another harsh reality is that many students who
manage to enrol themselves in prestigious
institutions eventually drop out due to their
inability to afford rising education fees. The
Human Resources Development Ministry
reported that 2,461 students dropped out of IITs
in just two years (2017 and 2018). Last year, this
issue was raised in the Lok Sabha, revealing that
over the past five years, more than 13,500
students from the Scheduled Castes (SC), the
Scheduled Tribes (ST), and Other Backward
Classes (OBC) had dropped out of courses in the
central universities, the IITs and the IIMs.
Government data showed that in the central
universities, 4,596 students from the Other
Backward Classes, 2,424 SC students, and 2,622
ST students dropped out during this period. In
the IITs, 2,066 OBC students, 1,068 SC students,
and 408 ST students left. Similarly, the IIMs saw
163 OBC, 188 SC, and 91 ST students drop out over
the past five years. These numbers highlight the
significant challenges faced by marginalised
communities in accessing and sustaining higher
education in India.

One of the key reasons behind the poor
economic conditions of the Dalit community is
that their identity in India is still largely defined
by caste. Dalits continue to be denied the
opportunity to perform work that is on a par with
others in society. This has not only left them
economically marginalised but also socially
vulnerable. Dalits in India are considered an
oppressed and discriminated class, often labelled
as “untouchable”. Historically, this stigmatisation
has meant that Dalits have been denied access to
education. The term “untouchables” also refers
to those who have been forced into the most
undesirable and degrading jobs. A recent survey
in 29 States on urban sewer and septic tank
waorkers revealed that 92% of these workers
belong to Scheduled Castes (SC), Scheduled

Tribes (ST), and Other Backward Classes (OBC). A
2019 report by former Education Minister
Ramesh Pokhriyal revealed that 95% of faculty
positions in 1ITs were held by individuals from
upper caste backgrounds, with only 5% allocated
to SC, ST, and OBC categories, despite these
groups representing 70%-80% of India’s
population. An RTI filed by I'T-Bombay students
further exposed the disparities, showing that 24
departments had no SC faculty, 15 lacked ST
representation, and nine had no OBC faculty.
These statistics highlight the deep-rooted
caste-based inequalities that persist in both
employment and education.

The barriers still exist

After Independence, with provisions in the
Constitution and welfare mechanisms, Dalit
school enrolment rates have improved over time
However, Dalit children continue to face
significant barriers in education, including
poverty, social discrimination, and caste-based
prejudice. Dalit students are often judged based
on their clothes, language, and other markers,
making it difficult for them to integrate with their
upper caste peers.

In many cases, caste-based remarks and
discrimination wound these students, leading to
social isolation. Some students succumb to the
emotional toll of this prejudice — there are cases
such as a woman postgraduate medical student in
a medical college in Maharashtra and two
students from IIT Bombay and IIT Delhi that are
painful reminders of this reality. These incidents
underscore the persistent shadow of casteism
and harassment over the aspirations of many
Dalit students. This troubling situation raises a
critical question: how can these prestigious
institutions effectively address this issue and
foster a safe, inclusive environment for all
students?

The unfortunate incidents of student suicides
point to the immense pressure students face in
the education system. Many students are
burdened by their families’ expectations that
completing a degree will solve their economic
problems. But unemployment in India is also
high. An RTI filed in 2024 about IIT placements
showed that approximately 8,000 students (38%)
across 23 IIT campuses remained unplaced this
year. For students from the marginalised
communities, this struggle is even more
pronounced, as their caste identity often doubles
the challenges they face in securing jobs. These
issues underscore the pressing need for systemic
reforms in education and employment to
alleviate the pressures on students and address
caste-based disparities.
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3G FUR & A T JH S T gaaq

» SR S & BF 3dd $HAR H 217,500 i FfhT Yeb & YA HA H JASdl & BRI
3MSIMEE eaTe BT 3ot Hle @ &
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