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Page 04 : Prelims Fact 

According to data from the Internet Shutdowns Tracker, India experienced the lowest number of mobile 

Internet shutdowns in eight years, 2024. 

 

Analysis of the news: 



                         
 
 
 

 
 

 

Daily News Analysis 
 

 

 India saw the lowest number of mobile Internet shutdowns in eight years in 2024, with 60 

shutdowns, compared to 96 in 2023. 

 Shutdowns were fewer in Manipur and Jammu and Kashmir, regions with historically high numbers 

of curbs. 

 Recent shutdowns occurred in Ambala, Haryana, due to farmer agitations, and in Manipur due to 

law and order issues. 

 The highest number of shutdowns, 132, occurred in 2020 after the revocation of Article 370. 

 Digital rights activists argue that shutdowns are ineffective and unnecessary, and often not 

published as required by the Supreme Court. 

 The government has not conducted any study on the impact or efficacy of Internet shutdowns, and 

no centralised data is maintained. 

UPSC Prelims Practice Question 

Ques :  Consider the following pairs: 

Recent developments : Constitutional Provisions 

1. Freedom of speech  : Article 19 

2. Right to internet  :  Article 21 

Which of the pairs given above is/are correctly matched? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Ans: c) 
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Page : 05 : GS 2 : International Relations – Bilateral Relations 

In an exclusive interview, Trump’s former envoy discussed potential shifts in U.S.-India relations during his 

second term. 

 

Strengthening Strategic Ties 

 The first Trump administration saw a significant boost in U.S.-India relations, especially in strategic 

areas. 

 U.S. identified China as a strategic challenge, aligning India’s interests with the U.S. in the Indo-

Pacific region. 

 The Quad (U.S., India, Japan, Australia) was revived and continues under the Biden administration, 

laying a strong foundation for future cooperation. 

 Further strengthening of defense ties is expected, including more military exercises and 

foundational agreements. 

 The focus will likely remain on countering China’s growing influence in the region. 

Trade Relations: Tariffs and Market Access 

 President Trump pushed for India to lower tariffs and open up markets, a stance likely to continue in 

the second term. 
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 India lost its GSP (Generalized System of Preferences) status under the previous administration, 

signaling tensions in trade relations. 

 The Trump administration may impose tariffs of 10-20% on most countries, including India, to 

address perceived protectionism. 

 Such tariffs could serve as a negotiation tactic to secure better trade terms, particularly in goods and 

services. 

 The trade discussions will likely focus on finding a balance that benefits both nations. 

Energy and Economic Policies 

 The previous administration’s “maximum pressure” campaign on Iran led India to halt oil imports 

from Iran, and similar policies are expected in the second term. 

 The U.S. may push India to comply with sanctions on other nations, continuing its aggressive foreign 

policy stance. 

 Energy cooperation between the two countries will likely remain a key issue, with discussions about 

alternatives to Iranian oil and the broader energy market. 

 In addition to energy, broader economic cooperation may include technology, services, and other 

sectors critical to both economies. 

Impact of Domestic Legal Issues 

 Legal cases involving Indian businesses, such as investigations into entities like Adani, are unlikely to 

influence the broader diplomatic relationship. 

 The Trump administration is expected to refrain from intervening directly in such cases, ensuring 

these issues do not derail U.S.-India ties. 

 While these investigations may be significant domestically, they are not expected to affect foreign 

policy. 

Diplomatic Strategy 

 The appointment of the next U.S. ambassador to India will be crucial for managing relations. 

 The ambassador must be well-versed in Trump’s diplomatic style to effectively translate 

Washington’s policies to the Indian government. 

 Handling any statements or controversies from the U.S. will be a key role for the new envoy. 

Conclusion 
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 Overall, U.S.-India relations under the second Trump administration are expected to strengthen in 

defense cooperation, trade negotiations, and energy policies. 

 Strategic alignment against China will continue to be a cornerstone, while trade issues will likely 

require delicate negotiation to ensure mutual benefits. 

PYQ: Mains 2018 

Ques :  “The Indo-Pacific region is emerging as the new theatre of great power rivalry. Discuss the 

implications of this rivalry on India’s foreign policy.” 
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Page 06 : Prelims Fact 

ISRO conducted the PSLV C60/SpaDeX mission to demonstrate space docking technology, crucial for 

future space missions and space station operations. 

 

SpaDeX Mission Overview 



                         
 
 
 

 
 

 

Daily News Analysis 
 

 

 The mission is being launched by the Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) using the Polar 

Satellite Launch Vehicle (PSLV) C60. 

 The launch is scheduled for 9:58 p.m. from the Satish Dhawan Space Centre, Sriharikota. 

 The main aim is to test the Space Docking Experiment (SpaDeX), which will demonstrate the ability 

of spacecraft to dock in space. 

Space Docking Experiment (SpaDeX) 

 SpaDeX will show how two small spacecraft can rendezvous, dock, and undock in space. 

 This technology is crucial for future space missions, such as satellite servicing, space station 

operations, and even missions to the moon or other planets. 

 It will also help in building and operating an Indian space station in the future. 

Spacecraft and Launch Details 

 Two small spacecraft, Chaser (SDX01) and Target (SDX02), will be launched into space. 

 Both spacecraft will be placed in a 470 km orbit and separated by 15 minutes after launch. 

 After separation, they will slowly drift apart by 10-20 km and then align to meet for docking. 

Significance and Future Prospects 

 This mission is an important step for India to develop docking capabilities in space. 

 It will help make future space missions more advanced, including sending astronauts to the moon. 

PYQ : Prelims : 2019 

Ques : Consider the following statements: 

1. The first Indian satellite, Aryabhata, was launched by a Russian launch vehicle. 

2. The first satellite built by ISRO was launched from Indian soil. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Ans: a) 
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Page 10 : GS 2 : Indian Polity – Judiciary 

Justice Shekhar Kumar Yadav of the Allahabad High Court delivered a biased speech against the Muslim 

community at an event organized by the Vishwa Hindu Parishad legal cell on December 8, 2023. 

 

 This raises concerns about the difficulty in holding higher judiciary members accountable for their 

actions. 
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Introduction to Judicial Accountability 

 Judicial accountability refers to the obligation of judges to be answerable for their actions, ensuring 

integrity, transparency, and trust in the judiciary. 

 In India, judicial accountability is governed by the Judges (Inquiry) Act, 1968, and is subject to 

provisions under Articles 124, 217, and 218 of the Constitution. 

The Review Mechanism in India 

 The review mechanism involves a three-member committee, comprising a Supreme Court judge, a 

Chief Justice of a High Court, and an eminent jurist. 

 The committee investigates allegations of “misbehavior or incapacity” of judges. However, the 

process only begins after an impeachment motion is introduced in Parliament. 

 The motion requires a two-thirds majority in the Lok Sabha or an absolute majority in the Rajya 

Sabha for removal from office. 

Case Studies of Impeachment Proceedings 

 Justice V. Ramaswami Justice V. Ramaswami, the first judge to face impeachment, was found guilty 

of extravagant spending on his official residence, including purchasing air conditioners and 

expensive furniture without due process. 

 Despite the committee’s verdict, the impeachment motion failed in 1993 due to abstentions by 

ruling members, allowing him to continue in office. Justice Soumitra Sen Justice Soumitra Sen was 

found guilty of misappropriating ₹33.23 lakh while serving as a court-appointed receiver in 1983. 

 He resigned in 2011 just before the impeachment motion was tabled in the Lok Sabha, avoiding 

accountability. 

 Justice P.D. Dinakaran Justice Dinakaran, facing serious charges of land appropriation, resigned in 

2011 before the inquiry panel could complete its investigation, further limiting the scope of 

accountability. 

Challenges in Holding Judges Accountable 

 Judges in India enjoy significant immunity and can escape accountability by resigning before formal 

proceedings. 

 This immunity is greater than that afforded to elected officials, highlighting a gap in the system’s 

ability to hold judges to account for misconduct. 
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 Resigning before an impeachment process essentially nullifies the possibility of accountability, 

undermining public trust in the judiciary. 

The Role of Judicial Accountability Campaigns 

 The Forum for Judicial Accountability (FJA) has advocated for continued investigations into judicial 

misconduct, even after a judge’s resignation, to ensure that accountability mechanisms are not 

circumvented. 

 The FJA emphasizes that impeachment is not just about removal but restoring the integrity of the 

judicial system. 

Conclusion 

 Judicial accountability in India remains a challenge due to the existing immunity granted to judges 

and the limitations of the current review process. 

 Strengthening the judicial review mechanism and ensuring that judges cannot evade scrutiny 

through resignation is crucial for maintaining public trust in the judicial system. 

 Reforming these processes will help restore confidence in the judiciary and uphold the values of 

justice and transparency in India. 

 

PYQ : Mains : 2020 

Ques : "What are the mechanisms to ensure transparency and accountability in the judiciary? Suggest 

reforms to address the challenges in the Indian judicial system." 
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Page 13 : GS 3 : Indian Economy – Infrastructure 

The logistics sector in India is undergoing transformative changes driven by policy reforms, digitalization, 

and infrastructure development. 

 

National Logistics Policy (NLP): 
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 The Indian government launched the National Logistics Policy (NLP) in 2022 to improve the logistics 

sector’s efficiency and reduce costs. 

 India’s logistics performance improved significantly, rising to 38th place out of 139 nations in the 

World Bank Logistics Performance Index in 2023. 

 The policy aims to reduce logistics costs, which currently stand between 10-14% of the country’s 

GDP. 

Key Government Initiatives 

 PM Gati Shakti National Master Plan: 

o Launched in 2021, this initiative aims to boost infrastructure and ensure faster, more efficient 

logistics across the country. 

o It focuses on improving coordination between various ministries for better infrastructure 

planning and execution. 

 Unified Logistics Interface Platform (ULIP): 

o ULIP was introduced as a digital platform to streamline logistics operations by enabling real-time 

data exchange. 

o As of 2023, over 600 entities have registered on ULIP, and 57 applications have gone live for 

logistics operations like cross-border trade and last-mile delivery optimization. 

 Electrification and Port Policy: 

o Short railway lines connecting container depots and freight stations have been electrified to 

speed up goods movement. 

o A new Marine Policy under the NLP was launched to improve port-related logistics. 

Impact of Goods and Services Tax (GST) 

 GST’s Role in Reducing Logistics Costs: 

o The implementation of GST has helped reduce logistics costs by minimizing waiting times at 

state borders. 

o Trucks now travel an average distance of 300-325 km, up from 225 km, thanks to reduced delays, 

lowering transportation costs. 

 Logistics Cost Reduction: 

o Between FY14 and FY22, logistics costs in India declined by 0.8-0.9 percentage points of GDP, 

according to a report by the National Council of Applied Economic Research (NCAER). 

Digitalization and Infrastructure Development 

 Digitalization of the Logistics Sector: 

o Over 600 entities registered on ULIP, with 57 live applications enhancing the digital infrastructure 

of the logistics sector. 
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o These applications help in various logistics functions, including process automation, document 

digitization, and data exchange. 

 Infrastructure Investments: 

o Increased capital expenditure in 2024 supports growth in the sector, including improvements in 

rail, road, and waterways. 

o Multi-modal connectivity is being emphasized, with an expansion in the use of rail and waterway 

freight alongside highway construction. 

Future Outlook and Growth 

 Sector Expansion: 

 The logistics sector grew at a rate of 12% in 2024, driven by e-commerce, increased domestic 

consumption, and government-backed initiatives like Gati Shakti and NLP. 

 The sector, valued at $250 billion, contributes 14% to India’s GDP and is expected to continue its 

growth trajectory. 

 Focus on Skilling: There is a need for better workforce training to handle the growing demands of 

the logistics sector and to ensure efficient operations. 

Conclusion 

 The logistics sector in India is evolving rapidly due to government reforms, digitalization, and 

infrastructure improvements. 

 With continued investments and policy support, the sector is well-positioned for significant growth 

in the coming years. 

 

UPSC Mains Practice Question 

Ques : Analyze the role of the National Logistics Policy in enhancing India’s logistics sector and reducing 

costs. (150 Words /10 marks) 
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Page : 08 Editorial Analysis  
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Context : 

 The Constitution (129th Amendment) Bill, 2024, tabled on December 17, 2024, proposes 

simultaneous elections for Lok Sabha and Assemblies. 

Key Features of The Constitution (129th Amendment) Bill, 2024: 

 A new Article 82(A) will be inserted to synchronize elections and fix the tenure of the Lok Sabha. 

 In case of dissolution of the Lok Sabha or a State Assembly before the five-year term, mid-term 

elections will cover only the remainder of the original tenure. 

 Articles 83, 172, and 327 are amended, with changes effective after the 2029 general elections, 

enabling simultaneous elections in 2034. 

 A second Bill, the Union Territories Laws (Amendment) Bill, 2024, aligns the tenure of Union 

Territories’ Assemblies with that of the Lok Sabha and State Assemblies. 

Benefits of ONOE 

 Administrative efficiency and reduced election fatigue are cited as primary benefits. 

 Simultaneous elections aim to streamline governance and reduce the disruptions caused by 

frequent elections. 

Challenges to Representative Democracy 

 Defining Representative Democracy: Representative democracy relies on elected representatives 

making decisions on behalf of citizens, balancing majority rule with minority rights, and ensuring 

stable governance. 

 The system depends on periodic elections, informed participation, and institutional checks and 

balances, which face growing challenges globally. 

Findings from Pew Research Center Study (2024) 

GS Paper 02 :  Indian Polity 

PYQ: (UPSC CSE (M) GS-2 2017) : ‘Simultaneous election to the Lok Sabha and the 

State Assemblies will limit the amount of time and money spent in electioneering 

but it will reduce the government’s accountability to the people’ Discuss. (250 

words/15m)  

UPSC Mains Practice Question: Evaluate the impact of simultaneous elections on 

electoral accountability, federalism, and inclusivity within India’s representative 

democratic framework. (250 Words /15 marks) 
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 Across 24 nations, including India, citizens expressed disillusionment with representative democracy. 

 Many citizens explored alternatives like direct democracy, expert rule, or authoritarian systems. 

 Support for military rule ranged from 15% to 17% in some nations, reflecting frustration with 

inefficiencies and unfulfilled promises. 

Concerns with the ONOE Process 

 Inadequate Public Consultation: A 10-day period for public feedback (January 5-15, 2024) was 

insufficient. 

 Lack of Explanatory Notes: The absence of background materials limited citizens’ understanding. 

 Framing of Questions: The public was asked for simple ‘yes/no’ responses, appearing to pre-

determine the outcome. 

Implications of ONOE on Representative Democracy 

 Centralization vs Federalism: Synchronizing elections risks centralizing power, overshadowing state-

specific issues. 

 Inclusivity and Participation: Rushed reforms and curtailed consultations weaken democratic 

inclusivity. 

 Electoral Accountability: Simultaneous elections might reduce frequent evaluations of governments, 

diluting accountability. 

Conclusion 

  

 India’s democratic fabric thrives on inclusivity, participation, and accountability. 

 While ONOE aims for efficiency, it must adhere to the principles of representative democracy to 

maintain trust and reflect diverse perspectives. 

 


