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Page 01: Prelims Fact 

Amid heavy turnout of devotees to Sri Ranganathaswamy temple, residents of the temple town of 

Srirangam have sought installation of lights on the passages beneath the outer gopurams around the 

shrine as a safety measure. 
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About Sri Ranganathaswamy Temple: 

 It is a prominent Hindu temple situated at Srirangam near Trichy in Tamil Nadu. 

 This temple is the biggest functioning Hindu temple in India. 

 Built across an area of 156 acres, this temple is dedicated to Ranganatha, a reclining form of Hindu 

deity, Lord Vishnu.  

 It is the foremost of the eight self-manifested shrines of Lord Vishnu. 

 This temple lies on an islet formed by the twin rivers Cauvery and Coleroon. 

 Though the temple existing since the 2nd century BC, the archaeological inscriptions are available 

only from the 10th century CE. 

 This temple underwent many changes during the rule of Cholas, Cheras, Pandiyas, Hoysalas, 

Vijayanagar kings and Nayak of Madurai. 

Architecture: 

 The entire temple complex is a perfect example of Dravidian architecture.  

 Apart from the 7 enclosures with massive walls, the temple complex has 21 very colorful sculpted 

gopuras, 50 sub-shrines, 9 sacred pools, and a golden Vimana (dome) over the sanctum sanctorum 

of the presiding deity. 

 The vimana over the sanctum of the temple is made up of gold. 

 The 236-feet Rajagopura (tower) is the tallest temple tower in India. 

 There is also a royal temple tower, which covers a base area of 32,500 sq. ft. and has a height of 196 

ft.  

 It also comprises a hall containing 1000 pillars. Intricate sculptures are the most attractive part of 

the hall. The Hall was built during the Vijayanagara period (1336-1565). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



                         
 
 
 

 
 

 

Daily News Analysis 
 

 

Page 03 : Prelims Fact 

 The Flamingo Festival 2025 will be held at Sullurpeta, Andhra Pradesh, showcasing birdwatching, 

eco-tourism, and cultural activities to promote biodiversity and local development. 

 

About Flamingo: 

 Known for their distinctive pink or reddish coloration, flamingos acquire this from the carotenoid 

pigments in their diet, mainly from algae and small invertebrates. 

 Habitat: Found in tropical and subtropical regions, including parts of Africa, Asia, and the Americas, 

often in shallow saline or alkaline lakes and mudflats. 

 Behavior: Flamingos are social birds, known for living in large colonies, sometimes numbering in 

the thousands. 

o Flamingos migrate to India during the winter season, primarily to coastal wetlands and 

estuaries for feeding and breeding. 
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 Feeding: They have specialized beaks designed for filter-feeding, allowing them to consume small 

organisms from water. 

 Ecological Significance: Flamingos help in maintaining ecosystem balance by controlling algae and 

small invertebrate populations. 

 IUCN Red List Status: 

o Greater Flamingo: Least Concern 

o Lesser Flamingo: Near Threatened 
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Page 03 : GS 3 : Disaster and disaster management 

The Supreme Court criticized the Union government for failing to implement the Dam Safety Act, 2021, to 

ensure dam safety and prevent disasters. 

 

Analysis of the news: 

 The Supreme Court criticized the Union government for not fully implementing the Dam Safety Act, 

2021, nearly five years after its passage. 

 The court emphasized that despite the Act being enacted, the National Committee on Dam Safety 

had not been formed. 

 Kerala raised concerns about the safety of the 129-year-old Mullaperiyar dam, requesting a 

reduction in its permissible water level to prevent potential disasters. 

 Section 5 of the Act mandates the formation of the National Committee within 60 days of the Act’s 

commencement, which has not been done. 



                         
 
 
 

 
 

 

Daily News Analysis 
 

 

 Tamil Nadu informed the court about the establishment of the National Dam Safety Authority 

(NDSA), but the court questioned the legality of its formation before the National Committee. 

Dam Safety Act, 2021 

 The Dam Safety Act, 2021 is aimed at ensuring the safety of dams in India. 

 Here are some of its key provisions: 

o National Committee on Dam Safety (NCDS): The Act establishes an NCDS to advise on 

policy matters and standards related to dam safety. 

o National Dam Safety Authority (NDSA): The Act establishes an NDSA to implement the 

policies of the NCDS and resolve disputes between states or dam owners. 

o State Dam Safety Organisations (SDSOs): Each state is required to establish an SDSO to 

inspect dams, monitor their safety, and maintain records. 

o Surveillance and Inspection: The Act mandates regular surveillance and inspection of dams 

to assess their condition and identify potential risks. 

o Emergency Action Plan: Dam owners are required to prepare and implement emergency 

action plans to mitigate the impact of dam failures. 

o Offences and Penalties: The Act provides for penalties for violations of its provisions, 

including imprisonment and fines.The Act also includes provisions for the maintenance and 

repair of dams, the collection of data on dam safety, and the training of personnel involved in 

dam operations. 

UPSC Mains Practice Question 

Ques : Despite the passing of the Dam Safety Act, 2021, its implementation has been sluggish. Critically 

examine the reasons for the lackluster enforcement of the Act and its potential impact on national disaster 

preparedness. (250 Words /15 marks)  
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Page 10 : GS 1 : Indian History – Ancient History 

Tamil Nadu Chief Minister M.K. Stalin announced a $1-million prize for decoding the Indus Valley 

Civilisation (IVC) script. 

 

 This initiative coincided with the centenary of the IVC’s discovery, first reported in September 1924 

by John Marshall, then Director-General of the Archaeological Survey of India (ASI). 

Overview of the Indus Valley Civilisation 
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 The IVC, also called the Harappan Civilisation, existed during the Bronze Age (3000-1500 BCE). 

 Spanning over 1.5 million square kilometers, it covered parts of modern-day India, Pakistan, and 

Afghanistan. 

 It was geographically larger than the Egyptian and Mesopotamian civilisations combined. 

 Renowned archaeologist Ahmad Hasan Dani noted that the IVC lay across ancient migration routes 

linking Central and Western Asia to India. 

Indus Valley Script 

 The Indus Valley script is an undeciphered writing system from the Indus Valley Civilization (IVC), 

dating back to 3000–1500 BCE. 

 It consists of symbols found on seals, pottery, and other artifacts across sites in modern-day India, 

Pakistan, and Afghanistan. 

 The script is often called a “mystery script” because it remains undeciphered despite extensive 

research. 

 It likely encoded the language of the region, with some scholars suggesting a possible Dravidian 

connection. 

 The script features no prefixes or infixes, consistent with the structure of Dravidian languages. 

 Studies indicate the script might have evolved into later forms, as seen in some south Indian graffiti 

marks. 

 Its decipherment is crucial for understanding the culture and communication of the Harappan 

people. 

The Dravidian Hypothesis 

 Scholars like Iravatham Mahadevan and Asko Parpola have linked the Indus script to proto-

Dravidian language. 

 Mahadevan highlighted linguistic evidence supporting this theory, such as the presence of Dravidian 

loanwords in the Rigveda and the survival of the Dravidian language Brahui in the Indus region. 

 However, Mahadevan cautioned that more research is required to confirm the Dravidian theory. 

Findings from Tamil Nadu’s Archaeological Research 

 Tamil Nadu’s State Department of Archaeology (TNSDA) conducted a study to compare ancient 

graffiti marks found in Tamil Nadu with the Indus script. 
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 Almost 90% of the graffiti marks discovered in Tamil Nadu showed similarities to the Indus 

script.Researchers explained that “graffiti” refers to marks found on pottery, while “script” refers to 

marks on seals and metal objects, though both likely have the same origins. 

 Documentation and Digitisation ProjectThe TNSDA started a project in 2022-23 to study ancient 

pottery graffiti and inscriptions. 

 A total of 15,184 graffiti-bearing pottery pieces were collected from 140 sites in Tamil Nadu. 

 Researchers identified 2,107 unique symbols, including 42 basic signs, 544 variations, and 1,521 

combinations. 

 About 60% of these symbols matched or resembled those found in the Indus script, suggesting a 

possible cultural link. 

Exploring Cultural Connections 

 The monograph suggests possible cultural exchanges between the IVC and South India during the 

Copper and Iron Ages. 

 Evidence includes the discovery of carnelian beads, agate beads, and high-tin bronze objects in 

South Indian Iron Age graves, which indicate northern connections. 

 Further research, including excavations and linguistic analysis, is needed to substantiate these 

cultural links. 

USPC Mains PYQ : 2014 

Ques : To what extent has the urban planning and culture of the Indus Valley Civilization provided inputs 

to the present-day urbanization? Discuss.(150 Words /10 marks)  
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In News : Polar Vortex 

The article examines the severe winter storm in the US caused by polar vortex disruption, its impacts, and 

the potential influence of climate change. 

 

Analysis of the news: 

Impact of the Winter Storm in the United States 

 A severe winter storm has caused widespread disruptions across the United States, leading to the 

loss of at least five lives, mass school closures, hazardous road conditions, and power outages.  

 Approximately 60 million people across 30 states are under weather alerts, with seven states 

declaring emergencies: Maryland, Virginia, West Virginia, Kansas, Missouri, Kentucky, and Arkansas.  

What is the Polar Vortex ? 
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 The polar vortex is a large, low-pressure system of cold air swirling around the Earth’s polar regions. 

It exists in two forms: 

1. Tropospheric Polar Vortex: Found in the lowest layer of the atmosphere (up to 15 km), 

where most weather phenomena occur. 

2. Stratospheric Polar Vortex: Located 15–50 km above the surface, strongest in autumn and 

disappears in summer. 

 Extreme cold occurs when the polar vortex weakens, allowing arctic air to travel southward, 

disrupting weather patterns and leading to cold spells even in regions as far south as Florida. 

Role of the Jet Stream in Weather Disruptions 

 The jet stream, a strong wind band in the upper atmosphere, typically keeps cold air confined to the 

poles.  

 When the polar vortex weakens, the jet stream becomes wavy and unstable, enabling cold air to spill 

southward.  

 This interaction is a key factor in creating extreme weather conditions during polar vortex 

disruptions. 

Climate Change and the Polar Vortex 

 Research is ongoing to determine the exact link between climate change and the polar vortex.  

 However, some scientists argue that the accelerated warming of the poles weakens the polar vortex 

and jet stream, making them more prone to disruptions.  

 As global temperatures rise unevenly, the imbalance further destabilizes the system, leading to more 

frequent and intense cold spells in mid-latitude regions. 

USPC Mains PYQ : 2021 

Ques : Explain the relationship between Polar Vortex disturbances and climate change. How do such 

disturbances influence the frequency of extreme weather events globally? (250 Words /15 marks) 
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Page : 08 Editorial Analysis  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GS Paper 02 :  Social Justice – Education 

GS Paper 02 :  Governance 

UPSC Mains Practice Question: What are the key challenges in ensuring equitable 

access to the Public Distribution System (PDS) for marginalized communities in India.How 

can systemic inefficiencies and exploitation be mitigated to uphold the right to food? 

(250 Words /15 marks) 
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Context : 

 Recent reports from Jharkhand, Odisha, and Bihar highlight alarming issues in the Public Distribution 

System (PDS). 

 A significant number of households have been excluded from PDS rolls, leaving them without access 

to essential rations. 

Impact on Marginalized Communities: Case Study 

 The Musahar community, one of the most marginalized caste groups in Bihar, faces acute struggles 

with the PDS. 

 Many Musahar households in Patna district lack active ration cards. 

 Even when ration cards are available, they often exclude some family members. 

Biometric Verification Challenges 

 Mandatory biometric verification at Fair Price Shops (FPS) has caused further exclusion. 

 Names are struck off PDS rolls after verification failures, forcing individuals to apply for new ration 

cards. 

Corruption in the PDS System 

 Corruption within the PDS is widespread, further undermining its effectiveness. 

 Households with Priority Household (PHH) ration cards receive only four kilograms of food grain per 

person instead of the mandated five kilograms. 

 The rice distributed is often of the lowest quality, while no wheat is issued. 

Documentation and Enrollment Hurdles 

 Enrollment in PDS is plagued by unnecessary documentation demands: 

o While Bihar offers both paper-based and online applications, officials demand caste, income, and 

residence certificates, which lack legal backing under the National Food Security Act (NFSA), 

2013, and the PDS Control Order, 2015. 

o Similar documentation requirements exist in Jharkhand, Uttar Pradesh, and Madhya Pradesh. 

o These demands are an oversight in digitized systems, creating barriers to access for vulnerable 

populations. 

Exploitation of the Marginalized 
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 The bureaucratic complexities have created opportunities for exploitation. 

 Middlemen exploit applicants, charging over ₹3,000 to help procure ration cards, often without 

delivering results. 

Delays in Ration Card Issuance 

 The 2015 order mandates that ration cards be issued within 30 days of application. 

 However: Many applications remain pending for 4 to 18 months, depriving individuals of their basic 

means of subsistence. 

Governance and Welfare Disconnect 

 Governments’ focus on digitization and “smart cities” has led to a disconnect from citizen welfare. 

 Systemic flaws, bureaucratic red tape, and official indifference exacerbate the struggles of 

marginalized communities. 

Way Forward 

 Ensuring universal PDS enrollment and reducing documentation requirements can enhance 

inclusivity. 

 Addressing corruption, simplifying processes, and providing grievance redressal mechanisms can 

improve access to rations. 

 Governments must prioritize the fundamental right to food, as upheld in People’s Union of Civil 

Liberties vs Union of India (1996), over bureaucratic processes. 

 


