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Plan to amend nuclear lLiability law
may enthuse American, French firms

Announcement comes ahead of Modi’s visit to Paris and Washington this week; government’s U-turn a decade later spells hope for Westinghouse,
Electricite de France plans, deals for new-age small reactors; experts hail the decision, but call for more clarity on the amendments proposed

Suhasini Haidar
NEW DELHI

head of Prime Mi-
Anister Narendra
Modi’s visit to Paris

and Washington from
Monday, the Union govern-
ment’s announcement that
it would amend the Civil
Liability for Nuclear Dam-
ages Act (CLNDA), 2010,
and the Atomic Energy
Act, 1962, is likely to en-

thuse  American and
French nuclear power
companies, whose pro-
jects have been dea-

dlocked due to legal con-
cerns for more than 15
years. However, experts
who welcomed the deci-
sion, called for more clari-
ty on the amendments.
The  announcement,
which marked a sharp U-
turn from the govern-
ment’s position in 2015,
was made in the Budget
speech on February 1. In
particular, it is meant to
help progress the Electri-
cite de France (EDF) MoU
to build six EPR1650 reac-
tors at Jaitapur in Maha-
rashtra that was signed in
2009 (with Areva), and
American Westinghouse
Electric Company’s (WEC)
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MoU, signed in 2012, to
build six AP1000 reactors
at Kovvada in Andhra
Pradesh.

In addition, it is expect-
ed to help India tap into
new nuclear power tech-
nologies, particularly for
small modular reactors
(SMR), now gaining popu-
larity in  developed
economies.

“For an active partner-
ship with the private sector
towards this goal, amend-
ments to the Atomic Ener-
gy Act and the Civil Liabili-
ty for Nuclear Damage Act
will be taken up,” Finance
Minister Nirmala Sithara-
man had said in the
speech, calling for “at least
100 GW” of nuclear energy
by 2047, and making an
outlay of 20,000 crore for
the development of five
SMRs to be operationalised
in India by 2033. India has
a nuclear power capacity
of 6,780 MW from 22 reac-
tors, and the only foreign
operator in India is Russia’s
Rosatom.

High liability

Western nuclear power
companies have, however,
said clauses in the CLNDA
are unacceptable as they

b

Joint effort: Rosatom, the only foreign nuclear operator in India, is
involved in the Kudankulam Nuclear Power Plant in Tamil Nadu.

mandate a high degree of
liability for suppliers and
contradict the internation-
al Convention for Supple-
mentary Compensation for
Nuclear Damage (CSC)
which focuses only on the
liability of operators of the
plant. The clauses were in-
serted in 2012, following
heated debates in Parlia-
ment, where the then-in-
Opposition NDA members
had accused the govern-
ment of letting Western
companies off from liabili-
ty, citing the Union Car-
bide-Bhopal gas leak case
that killed thousands in
1984 and the Fukushima
nuclear leak in Japan in
2011

“This law was amended
by the government just to
satisfy the Opposition at
the time, even though it
was clear that the interna-
tional operators legal liabil-
ity clause would create
problems down the road,”
Shyam Saran, former Fo-
reign Secretary, who was
the Prime Minister’s Spe-
cial Envoy for Nuclear Af-
fairs and Climate Change at
the time, told The Hindu,
adding that the amend-
ments now being planned
must be made in consulta-
tion with international
partners and ensure the
liability issue was dealt
with in contracts signed.

The External affairs Mi-

nistry declined to com-
ment on what the pro-
posed amendments would
entail. Officials aware of
discussions on the issue
said that while the CLNDA
would be amended to sep-
arate operator’s liability
from supplier’s liability to
bring it in line with the
CSC, the Atomic Energy
Act would liberalise invest-
ment in power projects in
India.

Legal standard

“The pragmatic way out is
to break the deadlock by
amending the CLNDA to
bring it on par with inter-
national conventions to
which India itself is a party
—so that there is a clear le-
gal standard in our domes-
tic legislation aligned with
international  standards
and is applicable to inter-
national partners and
domestic industry,” said
Venkatesh Verma, former
Ambassador to Russia,
who was part of negotia-
tions for all India’s civil nu-
clear agreements and led
the External Affairs Minis-
try’s Disarmament and In-
ternational Security Affairs
desk. With the Trump ad-
ministration keen to en-

courage U.S. energy ex-
ports, for both oil and
LNG, as well as nuclear
power, and France and In-
dia negotiating deals for
SMR projects, the issue will
be on the agenda as Mr.
Modi travels to France and
the U.S. this week. It re-
mains to be seen whether
the government’s plans to
amend the laws will finally
forge the breakthrough re-
quired, two decades after
India signed civil nuclear
deals with the U.S. and
France.

Significantly, in a “Fre-
quently Asked Questions”
memorandum issued by
the Ministry after the Re-
public Day visit to India by
U.S. President Barack Oba-
ma in February 2015, the
government had said that
there was “no proposal to
amend the Act or the
Rules”, and that U.S. offi-
cials had reached a “gener-
al understanding that In-
dia’'s CLND law is
compatible with the [Inter-
national] Convention for
Supplementary Compen-
sation for Nuclear Damage
(CSC)”. However, the “un-
derstanding” did not result
in any serious contracts for
nuclear power.
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What does the Budget offer Railways?

Knowing that the disappointing financial numbers will not be touched upon, rail watchers, industry and markets clung to one lifeline — capital expenditure. However, the
much-anticipated capex push failed to materialise beyond last two years’ 262 lakh crore, signalling that even the government is pausing to reassess

ECONOMIC NOTES

Sudhanshu Mani

he erstwhile Railway Budget,

presented a couple of days

before the Union Budget, was

once a grand spectacle where
the Indian Railways (IR), awaited its
moment of glory. But since its merger
with the general Budget in 2017, the IR
has been reduced to a mere footnote. In
fact, in the last Budget in July 2024 as also
in the one presented on February 1, it did
not even get a passing mention.

Knowing that the disappointing

financial numbers of IR will not be
touched upon, rail watchers, industry and
markets clung to one lifeline — capital
expenditure (capex). With the IR’s own
earnings barely covering operational
costs, the government’s increase in
budgetary support to the IR has kept the
show running. Over the last decade, a
staggering 313 lakh crore has been
pumped into modernising infrastructure
— electrification has soared to 95%, track
length has expanded, and rolling stock
has seen record additions. And yet, the
returns are underwhelming. Freight
traffic is crawling at just over 2% growth,
despite India’s booming economy, and
while passenger revenue is rising,
patronage remains below pre-COVID
levels. This Budget delivered more of the
same accounting jugglery to keep the
Operating Ratio (OR) below 100. It also
did not mention any discussion on past
announcements. The much-anticipated
capex push failed to materialise beyond
last two years’ ¥2.62 lakh crore, which in
real terms is a correction downwards,
signalling that even the government is
pausing to reassess.

Post-Budget conference

In the absence of any more signs in the
Budget, one can only draw clues from the
post-Budget press conference given by the
Railways Minister. The Minister said that
immense thrust has been given for the
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Not enough: A group of workers and officers of the South Central Railway working on the electrical lines

between Vijayawada and Kazipet junction in the Andhra-Telangana border area in 2024. G.N. RAO

development of infrastructure,
modernisation of stations and trains,
enhancement of connectivity, safety and
comfort of passengers, and that
construction of new railway lines,
doubling and gauge conversion and
addition of new rolling stock would
proceed at an accelerated pace. He added
that since 2014, an average of 150 km of
new tracks have been laid annually as
compared to the average of 113 km
annually from 2009-2014. This is a
positive announcement as the
enhancement of rail network and
elimination of saturation will help in
improving mobility and connectivity.

The Minister further announced that
safety-related initiatives will receive an
enhanced budget allocation of 31,16,514
crore. While the IR has done well in grade
separation work, the most pressing safety
issue today is the proliferation of Kavach.

Y4 gole: THIRN & Fedle ab

» 2017 Y Ugd, YQ Toic 3relTT ¥ U fbam S o7 3R I8 U oret ger Y|
» HEY Foic S 1Y fIdg & 91e, YRR ¥ad (3MTS3MR) TR 3(d S5 3IcT &7 el four Sran g

There was no mention of any increase in
Kavach coverage for 2025-26. In fact,
since the initial rollout of 1,465 km near
Secunderabad, not a single kilometre has
been added. While the Minister continued
with proclamations of massive investment
in Amrit Bharat station redevelopment
projects, tangible outcomes are visible
only at Gandhinagar, Habibganj,
Byappanbhalli, Cuttack, Ayodhya, and
Charlapalli. A stark example of the IR’s
lacklustre execution is the New Delhi
station — one of the busiest and most
high-profile stations — whose much-hyped
transformation into a world-class hub has
been stuck in an endless cycle of
re-tendering for nearly a decade. With all
redevelopment now being carried out in
an Engineering, Procurement, and
Construction (EPC) mode, following the
failure of Public-Private Partnership (PPP)
projects, a key question remains: how will
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these edifices be maintained when
Railway expenses are outpacing earnings?

Mere spectacle

The Minister mentioned that the IR has
achieved an average electrification rate of
294 Rkms per year from 2014-25 — 16
times higher than the 18 Rkms per year
achieved during 2009-14 — with India
slated to become the only 100%
electrified and thus the “greenest” railway
in the world. This raises some
uncomfortable questions — has this
electrification spree outpaced necessity,
rendering approximately 5,000 diesel
locomotives worth 330,000 crore idle or
underutilised? Furthermore, much of the
electricity powering in IR still comes from
fossil-fuel-based plants.

It was declared that 200 more Vande
Bharat trains would be introduced;
without any mention of a timeline. There
has also been no word on major pending
projects such as the Western Dedicated
Freight Corridor, the
Mumbai-Ahmedabad High-Speed Rail, or
the conversion of Integral Coach Factory
(ICF) coaches to Vande Bharat standards.
Instead, we were treated to a grand
proclamation, that India aims to build a
7,000-km high-speed rail network
supporting speeds of 250 kmph by 2047.
A vision distant and devoid of clear-cut
strategy, it seems no more than a
daydream than a roadmap.

The real sleight of hand, however, was
the declaration that the IR is poised to
become the world’s second-largest freight
carrier, touching 1.6 billion tonnes of
cargo. Given India’s size, this number in
isolation is meaningless. The real
questions remain: how will the IR reclaim
its eroding freight share? Can it improve
train speeds and comfort beyond token
second-class coach additions?

For yet another year, the Budget
suggests that the IR is not on track to
transformation — it is merely chugging
along, waiting for the next headline
-grabbing announcement to arrive.

The writer is leader of the Vande Bharat
project and an independent consultant.
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The Railways Minister said that
immense thrust has been given
for the development of
infrastructure, modernisation
of stations and trains,
enhancement of connectivity,
and safety and comfort of
passengers.
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There was no mention of any
increase in Kavach coverage
for 2025-26. In fact, since the
initial rollout of 1,465 km near
Secunderabad, not a single
kilometre has been added.
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The real sleight of hand,
however, was the declaration
that the IR is poised to become
the world’s second-largest
freight carrier, touching 1.6
billion tonnes of cargo. Given
India’s size, this number in
isolation is meaningless
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Will do the job of executing
Trump’s Gaza plan: Israel PM

Netanyahu says the US. President’s proposal for relocating Gazans is the first fresh idea in years;
he says ‘the real issue’ is finding a country that will agree to take in the displaced population

Agence France-Presse
WASHINGTON

sraeli Prime Minister
l Benjamin Netanyahu

has hailed U.S. Presi-
dent Donald Trump’s
widely criticised plan to
move Palestinians out of
the war-battered Gaza
Strip, saying Israel is will-
ing to “do the job”.

In a Fox News interview
aired late on Saturday as
the Premier was wrapping
up a visit to Washington,
Mr. Netanyahu defended
Mr. Trump’s proposal,
which has sparked con-
cern and condemnation
across the Middle East
[West Asia] and the world.

“I think that President
Trump’s proposal is the
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Constant pressure: Protesters demand ‘relocation for the
hostages), in Tel Aviv on Friday. GETTY IMAGES

first fresh idea in years,
and it has the potential to
change everything in Ga-
za,” Mr. Netanyahu said,
adding that it represents a
“correct approach” to the
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future of the Palestinian
territory.

“All Trump is saying, ‘I
want to open the gate and
give them an option to re-
locate temporarily while

we rebuild the place physi-
cally’,). Mr. Netanyahu
said.

Mr. Trump “never said
he wants American troops
to do the job. Guess what?
We’ll do the job,” Mr. Neta-
nyahu declared.

‘Departure from old’
Mr. Netanyahu said Mr.
Trump’s plan was a depar-
ture from the “same old,
same old, same old — we
leave, Gaza becomes again
occupied by these terro-
rists who use it as a base to
attack Israel.”

“I think we should pur-
sue it,” he added, caution-
ing that “the real issue”
was finding a country that
would agree to take in dis-
placed Gazans.




GEOIAS Dally News Analy51s

3y ufaferar: ST TioT &1 AMU® T F ST B T8 8, [N ¥0 ¥ 3Re g #, fopferet SRt 1
I B 3R & DI HRR A & for|

T3d]-SoRISd G9Y: T8 TSHa! 3RT P 9N &b I Jaef P JHIIT ARG B TRk H ST §, Flfp
feare Arrar ¥ ygd fbfereiit g 1 auif 3 W SR a1 R

TSR SR R UHTa: afc 98! e # faftd Meiart 981 IR0 o 8, df f SfR St &1 SfRURdT &7 A&l
BT IS IHdl 5|

T3 ufdfhar: TSat =t Harerd = el & Sfere fawiTa= & faRly &R SR ¢d §U ST & qid areel
PR fear|

JUH.-TSa! day: Nare 3oy, JRem e R 1R g, dfe ol & o= aifiTed & Ada &1 Ui & &I
TG el |

SORTSC THYH: STRTSE! UM Tt Aa=g = Ao &1 90 fara, w1 s SoRI3d 38 ar v § "H1H A"
¥ RTIaR 2|

&t R 39 AT T 3Afet faRieh HIg T Yswa qur ufdy TR & SR 3ifees ifRRar Uer 8 &1 @ g |




G THE24@% HINDU

GEOIAS Daily News Analysis

In News : Prelims Fact
» gRaRIA Bl e & aD! B T A 3 udl oI § 6 ik fhg dvg Jes Ya &l cardl 8, R v
Y Gefdd AR o for wifean, fidr 3R PTSD & IUR & g Tutfad et fired g |

U ufshar SR radie

» NYHASH 7 100 Jgl BT IR-GR 4T aTdl T Wk & HUh J @1 - Th Ul IR arat uelt Ft 76hd ad gu
U [T T eRT| YRE H, Tg1 = ST B IR dReb Tgs U § Ufdfehdr o1
» gliios, Sfd T SARIY = 3¢ U ¥ T, Ot S5 ¥R-41R gar =rer & TR g1Rfgd o1 3R 30-50 TaUIoR &

§1G IE1 ST wdTe &1 i PR |
» g1 & AR | STl T3 NI ST 61 SUTNT b dfAes] TIiaie &l edb fapdT |

SR U ¥ Afvass &1 31 YfireT
» YT A S DI TaM & T WReH T i 31 v qiassh &3 St ugd di:

o faq3Id HicHT - T AHBRT B! JAYT HRT & 3R ggol HT Ufafharsil Hi eSS H1 W | Hag
CGI
o delaeRd SfAgae e (VLGN) - YT GHF § Hg@yul YA AUTd gU, Hia dfe gifRfied Wi &t
3FICRAT B & oY TTGT T WU Pal 5
0 I8 U8l R g Ofd dITeoiuA &I WA & X & GHA 4 Sitel 71T §, adifeh fUsd Y T8 U 4 T WiawlT
R bigd Ul

AFRI® WY IUARI & fere Gyifaa fAfgard

» I JHAYHR b ARTH S B! qHT HY EdT §, JMYBHdisl &1 767 T I Fafdd fddRi & foy aférd SuaR

R s B
» JUdSiud IR &M Hiad B4 de gaTt faddl Bl dbai- 4T & 3ifee g €7 gam § A HRab foial 3R

PTSD & SISl & foIU AT I U= R Fobll & |




GEO IAS

==|{'s about quality=

» TR 31 2025 T fga Sl 10-14 WRARY, 2025 TP ST & Acdgd! arg T WA T Siford
foar SmEm |
» T I, ATIYH TS, Rl THuaTHs R TIESU &l YR & a7 & § TgaRT S 3R TRTeH
& fore Us Ha UgH #RaT B
=g
» g RISH Had Th UGl 9 bal e &; I8 TR 3R & &3 § TR, SaRiia Medu 3R dob-ieb!
ATl Y SrgTaT I B
» 39 ¥ $ A, 9 ¢ T Rl sifugfRdier, e Ueifiet § srarfaRar oiR Siarfha wgam & g wRa &1
UfdaGdl B ISR Bl g
TIRIOY 30X &M H HRd BT uRad=
» 1996 T 3O YF3T & 918 J, TRI 3ST1 T Bie W faAm- Ueiit ¥ Tad Hga@yul df¥e &1 Hrima d J U6
7 o gan g

» Uod oo aul § 399 gfFar W & g &t Fafaneh, Sifa Ratarsit ok Semr & Jarstt o sreftfd fam g
» 2025 b TIHIUN DT I 8T IdTe 3R UMb H HRA Pt WA BT F¢al S 0D Hid & TR &l UR
CICIR

AP 3R WY & Hufal B HrfierRt

» 19 3= & 55 = i< Afed 106 T Iumur Fmfaraif (SMETA) 7 Yrfierdt B g #1 31

» Tl & o o= F S, i, SoR™d, S, ¥4, R0 Skl gaRcs [hired 3R Igad I
3T <Y

» 16 38T Ao & P IUHH (SUTTHY) HFT A7, St e TIfmior & YRa &t o+ & &1 diehd &1 U=
caul

B 8T 3R TIRIGY &1 U™ HUfa) fed 35 R 3SUH Ty TareR U S|

» ol 3R TSI & & Il &1 U YRA & Fed &M TIRfRUTIET 3 BT 9FR &l 7

TR $134T1 2025 H YT SMTHYT

» 3ITd TSP O BT YSH: Ul §R, T & 31 T I9d A8 oie, TdT Su-57 3R AR F-35, UelRid feu
S| B fame Wy deiids, Tuadr 3R I9d gg &Harsl & R H 9gHed STHSR! UeH o3d § |

»  YRd BT WM ASE [aHH: TSaRs HfSTH HIc TIRBIUT (AMCA) BT Udh Aied URT fawat ST, i 75% R,
It & 1Y faHm & dgd U fga-2o uradt i) &1 Wik wigeR |




Gl THE:#@% HINDU
GEO II‘W\S Daily News Analysis
-3 3R AT Y agrar 3

» T SHGH H HYT M 8, o TRIRUY 3R &7 7 WIE-370 3R 37198 & 9gdT o1 & fod gafid te H9 g
» iDEX & IHTAI & T TAER) HEU UR CTc-30 &1 Sult TiTfd &1 HefRid S|
» YR HEU A 3 33T 3R AR HRA UGl ! SR BT, Fora TR & THIT! R SR fear e |

e

» TR 3781 2025 &M 3R TRIRYY A0 # afyfes A1 &7 B HRd P! Heabial Bl UG Rid Bl 8|
® Ig HRHH TR, Teb-iich! Wil 3R I0FHfcreh WLIGRT BT SgTaT SR SRRIPIY KT SO H HRd i RRUfd 1
Tolgd ST g |

B STAEFRAT 3R IfF T W & Higd FRd T, Ig YRA DI I&T SdTed &Hars B 3 dgM H Tga@yul
YfPyepT AT 21

UPSC Mains Practice Question

UY: *3TeF YRA' Ugd & ded HRd H &7 fafwior &t wirfa &t &g #31 59 8 § 3 HIGLE TRk
Wﬁﬁ'ﬂﬁﬁé%’ (150 Words /10 marks)



a

GEO IAS

=—=|{'s about quality=

INDI1A'S NA

Daily News Analysis

ONAL NEWSPAPER SI1NCE

. Page : 08 Editorial Analysis .
Keeping a watch on the growing arc of violence

he present period is proving to be an

unpredictable one for most parts of the

world. Violence is raging across parts

of Europe and in West Asia, while
several other regions are facing internecine
conflicts to varying degrees. At the risk of
repetition, it can be said that the world order
after 1945 has broken down irretrievably.

The prolonged war in Ukraine, alongside the
wanton targeting of innocent civilians in Gaza and
West Asia by the Israeli armed forces, underscore
a reality, viz., that the United Nations Security
Council and the International Court of Justice
have become mere bystanders, if not complicit,
in most events of this nature. For political
philosophers who still hark back to an earlier era,
it should be evident that principles enunciated by
the Dutch philosopher, Hugo Grotius (1583-1645),
have today become part of the “detritus of
history’. There is no longer any “common moral
community” governed by “eternal and
immutable ideas of right and wrong”. What is
apparent today is a ‘waste-land of morality’.

Subterranean activity

It would indeed be a gross misjudgment if
countries that are in the driving seat today,
specially those active in West Asia, were to
believe that their current actions are likely to
contribute to permanent peace. The war in Gaza
and Lebanon may have given Israel, and at one
stage removed the United States, an impression
that “peace is at hand’ in West Asia. Also, that
they had effectively undermined the Iran-led
‘Axis of Resistance’, and considerably reduced
Tehran’s influence in the region. Viewed
dispassionately, current events can at best be
viewed as a ‘pyrrhic victory’, the impact of which
is uncertain. A great deal of subterranean activity
is meanwhile beginning to be seen, the outcome
of which is unlikely to lead to a lasting peace.

First and foremost, Islamist terrorism has
hardly been blunted; nor have other major
concerns which have existed for decades abated.
Calls for ‘global jihad’ and activities by ‘lone wolf’
attackers can still be heard. More important,
today’s Islamist terrorists are being radicalised
online, and have not, by any means, been
contained. The belief, hence, that Islamist
terrorism is no longer a serious threat would be
incorrect.

Most experts hew to the view that Islamist
terrorism 3.0 is still alive and threatening. It is
multifaceted and decentralised, and is
increasingly digitally empowered, making it an
evolving threat to global security — possibly more
so than in earlier decades. The weakening of
al-Qaeda and the Islamic State (ISIS), temporarily,
should not, hence, contribute to a belief that
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While matters
relating to new
terror methods
and terror
attacks could
still be evolving,
the warnings
should not

be ignored

Islamist terrorism had weakened irretrievably.
Rather, the signs are that it is rapidly adapting to
digital terrorism, spreading extremist ideologies
through social media, and provisioning for an
increased role through decentralised groups. In
essence, it is evolving into a different avatar.
Dealing with this new phase of terrorism can
prove difficult. Finding the right method to deal
with this problem will not be easy.

Islamist terrorism has been evolving for a long
time. If 1979 is regarded as a critical turning point
in the evolution of a new wave of Islamist
militancy, then a quick look at its evolving
dimension over the past five decades may prove
useful in finding a solution. It was in 1979 that a
new brand of militant Islam reared its head — in
Afghanistan, it was the die-hard Sunni brand, and
in Iran it was the Shia variant. Both, separately
though not jointly, were seeking to bring about a
general uprising throughout the Muslim world
and even beyond, aimed at overthrowing infidel
and pro-western regimes. Radicalisation on the
Sunni side resulted in the formation of al-Qaeda
and the IS (mainly in Syria), each talking of global
jihad. The jihad wave waxed and waned over the
years, and while al-Qaeda concentrated its
activities outside of West Asia, the IS remained
essentially confined to West Asia.

While jihadism has, by no means, been
defeated for now, it does appear that the internal
dynamics of global jihad may have altered to
some extent. Sunni radicalisation has been on the
upswing lately, but global jihad is no longer their
clarion call. This is notwithstanding renewed
calls for unity in the Arab world against the
Zionist enemy. Arab states are, instead,
increasingly falling back on safeguarding their
national interests. This has impacted the region’s
political landscape, and will impact the future
politics of West Asia and beyond.

A revival of terror
Meanwhile, terrorism, per se, is witnessing a
revival of sorts. Both the IS and al-Qaeda are
showing signs of a resurgence. The al-Qaeda has
resumed training camps in Taliban-run
Afghanistan, while the IS affiliate operating in
Afghanistan — the Islamic State in Khorasan
Province (ISKP) — is beginning to expand its
footprint, moving further afield to hit targets
beyond Afghanistan and Pakistan. Sporadic
attacks in Moscow, Iran and Tiirkiye do reveal its
newer footprints. Increasing attacks on military
facilities and transport have also been reported in
Pakistan, while isolated attacks have taken place
in Bangladesh, Malaysia, Singapore and Thailand.
Sporadic terror attacks in different countries
across the globe do not necessarily herald, at this
point, a return to the kind of large-scale terror

attacks seen previously. Nevertheless, a
succession of smaller scale terror attacks,
including of late, in countries in the West, have
given rise to concerns in security circles about a
possible recrudescence of terror, and, on a wider
scale, than what was seen in the past decade. As
matters stand today, security agencies across the
world do believe that a determined effort is still
needed to effectively decapitate the ‘terror
apparatus’ before it takes on a more serious
dimension.

Two recent terror incidents have jolted
security agencies in the U.S. out of their
complacency about possible terror attacks. In
January, a yet-to-be-detected explosion took place
in a Tesla cyber truck, in Las Vegas outside the
hotel in which then U.S. President-elect Donald
Trump, was staying. The occupant of the cyber
truck was found dead inside the vehicle. He was
later identified as someone who had previously
been with the U.S. elite Special Forces engaged in
counter-terrorism abroad.

In another, and a separate, incident in New
Orleans, on New Year’s Day, Shamsuddin Jabbar,
a 42-year-old American citizen and a military
veteran who had worked as an IT specialist, drove
a truck into a crowd in New Orleans, killing 14
people and injuring 35. His vehicle had a black IS
flag attached to it. Jabbar was shot dead by the
authorities before he could be interrogated, but
an analysis of the incident suggests careful
planning. The two incidents occurring side by
side have given rise to fresh concerns of a revival
and a resurgence of IS-style terror attacks. Both
U.S. nationals, for instance, had a military
background. Additional concerns relate to the
advent of a new category of recruits into terror
ranks. Meantime, U.S. intelligence services claim
to have foiled a plot in Virginia.

Warnings that need to be heeded
Counter-terrorism experts, hence, have reason to
believe that there is ample cause to be
concerned. The two incidents have also revived
memories of similar vehicle attacks in France and
other European cities during the heyday of the 1S.
Hence, most counter-terrorism experts believe
that the world needs to be prepared for a new
wave of terror attacks. The fact that more and
more information is forthcoming about a fresh
wave of proselytisation by IS and al-Qaeda
recruiters, employing the most modern methods,
including Artificial Intelligence, is again highly
disconcerting. The message that comes through
loud and clear is that while matters relating to
new terror methods and terror attacks are
possibly still at an early stage, the warnings
should not be ignored and steps need to be taken
at the earliest to prevent a fresh wave of terror.
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