
                         
 
 
 

 
 

 

Daily News Analysis 
 

 

 

 

 

Edition: International Table of Contents 
Page 04 

Syllabus : GS 2 – Indian Polity 

JPC rejects all amendments to 

Waqf Bill made by Opposition 

Page 07 

Syllabus : Prelims Fact 

Astronomers spot ferocious winds 

on alien planet 

Page 07 

Syllabus : GS 3 – Environment 

In Odisha, coal dust is clogging 

leaves, blocking carbon uptake 

Page 10 

Syllabus : GS 2 – Social justice – 

Health 

Does cow urine have anti-infective 

properties? 

In News India’s Petroleum Industry : 

Fueling Growth and Innovation 

Page 09 : Editorial Analysis: 

Syllabus : GS 2 : International 

Relations 

The Union Budget as a turning 

point for climate action 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Hindu Important News Articles & Editorial For UPSC CSE 

Tuesday, 28 Jan, 2025  

 



                         
 
 
 

 
 

 

Daily News Analysis 
 

 

Page 04 : GS 2 – Indian Polity 

The Joint Parliamentary Committee (JPC) on the Waqf (Amendment) Bill held a meeting where 32 

amendments out of over 500 proposed by members were accepted after a vote. 

 The BJP and its allies, having a majority, saw all their proposed amendments accepted, while the 

Opposition’s amendments were rejected. 

 

Key Features of the Bill 
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 Main Proposal: The Bill initially sought to remove the concept of “Waqf by user”, which allowed 

properties to be considered Waqf simply due to their long-term use for religious purposes. This 

proposal caused concern over the potential threat to several religious structures. 

 Amendments Accepted: 

o Waqf by User: A concession was offered, allowing Waqf properties under “Waqf by user” to 

remain, except for those in dispute or government facilities. These properties must be registered 

before the new law comes into effect. 

o Dispute Resolution: The Bill removed the requirement for District Collectors to inquire into 

disputes over government property, instead allowing state governments to designate a higher-

ranking officer for the task. 

o Non-Muslim Members on Waqf Board: The amendment allows up to four non-Muslim 

members on the Waqf Board, even though this move was opposed by Muslim bodies. 

o Mutawalli Authority: An amendment gives the caretaker (Mutawalli) authority to extend the 

period for declaring property details, with consent from the Waqf tribunal. 

o Waqf Tribunals: An amendment was made to include a member with knowledge of Muslim law 

in Waqf tribunals. 

Opposition’s Concerns 

 The Opposition moved amendments to remove provisions they felt were detrimental to minority 

rights, including the inclusion of non-Muslims in the Waqf Board and the donation rights for non-

Muslims. 

 They expressed dissatisfaction with being unable to discuss amendments or present their views, 

citing their concern over minority protection. 

 

UPSC Mains Practice Question 

Ques: Discuss the key provisions and objectives of the Waqf (Amendment) Bill and its potential impact on 

religious properties in India. (150 Words /10 marks)  
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Page 07 : Prelims Fact 

Supersonic jet-stream winds of 33,000 km/h have been detected on the exoplanet 

WASP-127b, making them the fastest winds observed on any known planet. 

Analysis of the news: 

 WASP-127b, a gas giant exoplanet, has the fastest jet-stream winds, blowing 

at 33,000 km per hour. 

 It orbits a star similar to our Sun, located 520 light-years from Earth. 

 The planet’s diameter is 30% larger than Jupiter, but its mass is only 16% of 

Jupiter’s. 

 WASP-127b is a “hot Jupiter,” with no solid surface, composed mostly of 

hydrogen and helium. 

 Its atmosphere is about 2,060°F (1,400 K), with the day side facing the star 

constantly, and the night side facing away. 

 The intense irradiation from its host star drives the planet’s extreme winds. 

 The planet has been studied to understand atmospheric dynamics and wind 

patterns in exoplanets. 
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Page 07 : GS 3 – Environment 

The news highlights the environmental impact of coal mining in Jharsuguda, Odisha, focusing on 

vegetation damage caused by dust pollution and satellite-based monitoring solutions. 

 

Discovery of Coal in Jharsuguda 
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 Jharsuguda, Odisha, became a coal-rich area after coal deposits were discovered in 1900 during 

railway construction. 

 The first coal mine in the area was established in 1909, and the region now produces over 15 million 

tonnes of coal annually. 

Importance of Coal 

 Coal is formed by the decomposition of plants and is vital for electricity generation, iron, steel, 

cement, and fertilizer industries. 

 Around three-fourths of India’s electricity comes from coal-fired power plants, making India the 

second-largest global coal producer and consumer after China. 

Impact of Open-Cast Mining 

 Open-cast mining, the dominant method in Jharsuguda, creates more air pollution than 

underground mining due to dust generation. 

 Dust from mining operations spreads up to 30 km, affecting nearby vegetation and air quality. 

 Dust clogs the stomata of plants, hampering photosynthesis and temperature regulation. 

Use of Satellite Data for Monitoring 

 Researchers used data from satellites like Landsat and Sentinel to study dust effects on vegetation. 

 Satellite data showed significant impacts of dust on plants’ ability to absorb carbon dioxide. 

 Field samples validated the accuracy of satellite estimates. 

Environmental Consequences 

 Clogged stomata, caused by the settling of dust on plant leaves, hinder the plant’s ability to absorb 

carbon and release oxygen. 

 Increased carbon dioxide in the atmosphere contributes to global warming over time. 

 The reduced ability for transpiration causes plants to retain excess heat, leading to overheating. 

 Overheated plants struggle to photosynthesize efficiently, causing stunted growth. 

 In severe cases, plants may die due to the inability to regulate temperature and carry out essential 

functions. 

 These changes ultimately harm local ecosystems, reducing biodiversity and disrupting the ecological 

balance. 

Recommendations and Conclusion 
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 Governments can use satellite data to monitor dust pollution and address hotspots. 

 Measures like water sprays and dust barriers can reduce mining dust and protect vegetation. 

 

UPSC Mains PYQ : 2017 

Ques:  In spite of adverse environmental impact, coal mining is still inevitable for development.” Discuss. (150 

words/10m)  
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Page 10 : GS 2 – Social justice – Health 

IIT-Madras director V. Kamakoti claimed that cow urine has antifungal, antibacterial, and anti-inflammatory 

properties. 

 

 He referred to five peer-reviewed papers to support his statements, which sparked viral reactions 

and questions about their validity. 

Details of the Papers Cited 

 Peptide Profiling in Cow Urine 

o Published in Nature Scientific Reports in 2021, this study analyzed peptides in bovine urine. 
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o Experts, however, stated that the study was a basic analysis of urine and did not support 

medicinal claims. 

o There are similar studies on other mammal urine, and the study did not suggest human 

consumption of cow urine. 

 Benefits of Cow Urine 

o This paper, published in 2017, listed several claimed health benefits of cow urine, such as 

treating diseases like diabetes, kidney issues, and cancer. 

o Experts, however, warned that consuming urine could be harmful due to the presence of 

bacteria. 

 Other Studies on Cow Urine 

o A 2022 study by Dr. Bhoj Roj Singh found that cow urine contains harmful bacteria, including 

E. coli, and does not inhibit bacterial growth. 

o Even urine distillates, sold commercially, were found to contain microbes, making their 

consumption risky and not therapeutically beneficial. 

UPSC Mains Practice Question 

Ques:  What are the potential benefits and harmful effects of cow dung and cow urine, particularly in the context of 

their use for medicinal purposes. Highlight the scientific evidence supporting these claims and the risks associated 

with their improper use. (150 words/10m)  
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In News : India’s Petroleum Industry : Fueling Growth and Innovation 

India’s petroleum industry is vital for energy security, economic growth, and technological 

advancement.The sector is evolving with increased exploration, refining capacity, and green energy 

initiatives. 

 

Introduction to India’s Petroleum Industry 

 India’s petroleum industry includes exploration, production, refining, distribution, and marketing of 

petroleum products. 

 The sector is divided into upstream (extraction), midstream (transportation and storage), and 

downstream (refining and distribution) activities. 

 India’s petroleum industry ensures energy security and supports economic activities. 
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 India has 19 public sector refineries, 3 private refineries, and 1 joint venture refinery. 

 The country’s refining capacity has increased from 215.066 Million Metric Tons per annum (MMTPA) 

in 2014 to 256.816 MMTPA in 2024. 

Origin and History 

 India’s petroleum journey began in 1867 with the first oil well drilled in Digboi, Assam. 

 The Indian Oil Corporation was established in 1959 to refine and distribute petroleum products. 

 Over time, India’s petroleum industry expanded to meet both domestic and export needs. 

Industry Development 

 The 1990s saw economic liberalization, leading to more private and foreign investments. 

 Public sector companies like ONGC and Indian Oil Corporation played key roles in exploration and 

refining. 

 The development of modern refineries, such as the Jamnagar Refinery, has made India a major 

refining hub. 

 India has 651.8 million metric tons of crude oil reserves and 1,138.6 billion cubic meters of natural 

gas reserves. 

Recent Updates in the Petroleum Industry 

 India aims to increase exploration acreage to 1 million square kilometers by 2030, with a 16% 

increase expected by 2025. 

 The cost of a domestic LPG cylinder is among the lowest worldwide, priced at Rs. 803 for a 14.2 kg 

cylinder. 

 The approval process for exploration and production has been streamlined from 37 to 18 processes. 

 The Oilfields (Regulation and Development) Amendment Bill passed in 2024 supports policy stability 

for oil and gas producers. 

Foreign Trade in Petroleum 

 India’s refining capacity of over 250 million metric tonnes per annum allows it to cater to global 

markets. 

 Key export destinations include South Asian, African, and European countries. 

 The government’s focus on export growth and establishing Special Economic Zones has boosted 

petroleum exports. 
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Contribution to GDP 

 The Gross Value Addition (GVA) from refined petroleum products increased from Rs. 1.56 lakh Crore 

in 2012-13 to Rs. 2.12 lakh Crore in 2022-23. 

 The sector provides direct and indirect employment in exploration, refining, distribution, and retail, 

supporting other industries like petrochemicals and logistics. 

Global Positioning 

 India ranks in the top five globally for refining capacity and is the seventh-largest exporter of refined 

petroleum products. 

 India is the second-largest country in ethanol blending and third-largest in biofuel production. 

 India also has the fourth-largest LNG terminal capacity and refining capacity globally. 

Technological Advancements 

 The petroleum industry has embraced enhanced oil recovery (EOR) techniques and AI for better 

exploration and production. 

 Refineries are adopting green technologies to reduce environmental impact. 

 The industry is also focusing on alternative fuels like compressed biogas (CBG) and bio-refineries. 

Government Initiatives 

 Several government schemes aim to strengthen the petroleum sector, such as: 

 Pradhan Mantri JI-VAN Yojana for bio-ethanol production. 

 Strategic Petroleum Reserves to ensure energy security. 

 Ethanol Blending Program, with a target of 20% ethanol blending in petrol by 2025-26. 

 Expansion of City Gas Distribution Networks and investments in energy security. 

Greener Fuels and Sustainability Initiatives 

 The SATAT Initiative promotes compressed biogas production using agricultural residue and waste. 

 Mission Green Hydrogen aims to produce 5 million metric tons of green hydrogen by 2030. 

 National Bio-Energy Program focuses on bio-energy production and waste reduction. 

Implications for Growth and Development 

 The petroleum industry drives economic growth by increasing GDP, boosting foreign exchange, and 

supporting industrial expansion. 
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 It strengthens India’s political and energy independence. 

 The industry also fosters rural development by improving energy access and creating jobs. 

Conclusion 

 India aims for substantial growth in refining capacity, ethanol blending, green hydrogen production, 

and exploration acreage by 2030. 

 These efforts will help India maintain its global leadership in the energy sector while addressing 

environmental goals. 

 

UPSC Mains Practice Question 

Ques: Analyze the role of India’s petroleum industry in driving economic growth, energy security, and 

environmental sustainability. What strategies should be adopted to enhance its future prospects? (150 

Words /10 marks)  
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Context : 

 The FY26 Union Budget must address India’s climate goals by prioritizing renewable energy, 

decarbonization, circular economy, green finance, and climate resilience measures. 

Focus on Climate Action Amidst Urgent Challenges 

 With only five years left to meet India’s interim Net-Zero targets, the Budget must prioritize policies 

addressing climate change. 

 Extreme weather events and global climate commitments necessitate immediate and decisive steps 

to protect vulnerable populations. 

Past Achievements in Climate Initiatives 

 The government has introduced impactful programs like the PM Surya Ghar Muft Bijlee Yojana, 

support for EV charging infrastructure, and funding for offshore wind energy projects. 

 The National Green Hydrogen Mission received increased funding. 

 India’s renewable energy capacity stands at 203.18 GW, far short of the 2030 target of 500 GW, 

requiring significant acceleration. 

Key Priorities for the FY26 Budget 

 Strengthening the Green Energy Transition 

o Review of PM Surya Ghar Muft Bijlee Yojana 

GS Paper 03 :  Indian Economy & Environment   

PYQ: (UPSC CSE (M) GS-2 2022): Clean energy is the order of the day. Describe 

briefly India’s changing policy towards climate change in various international fora 

in the context of geopolitics. (250 Words /15 marks)  

UPSC Mains Practice Question: How can the Union Budget FY26 strengthen India’s 

response to climate change through renewable energy, MSME support, and circular 

economy measures? (250 Words /15 marks) 
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 Despite 1.45 crore registrations, only 6.34 lakh installations (4.37%) have been completed, 

indicating major implementation gaps. 

 Increased fiscal support should prioritize the Renewable Energy Service Company (RESCO) 

model to make solar energy affordable for low-income households. 

o Expanding Solar Manufacturing 

 Domestic production meets only 40% of solar panel demand, with local panels costing 65% 

more than imports. 

 The Budget must expand production-linked incentives (PLI) for the solar module supply chain 

to address this gap. 

o Renewable Energy Potential in Railways 

 Indian Railways’ land and corridors could support up to 5 GW of solar and wind energy. 

 Public-private partnerships should be encouraged to unlock this potential. 

Addressing the EU Carbon Border Adjustment Mechanism (CBAM) 

 The EU’s CBAM, effective January 2026, will levy carbon taxes of 20%-50% on $8.22 billion worth of 

Indian exports annually. 

 MSMEs, contributing 30% to GDP and 45% to exports, face major risks. 

 A dedicated ‘Climate Action Fund,’ similar to Japan’s Green Transformation Fund, can support 

decarbonization in vulnerable export sectors and build MSME capacity for CBAM compliance. 

Carbon Border Adjustment Mechanism (CBAM) 

 The EU’s Carbon Border Adjustment Mechanism (CBAM) will be implemented on January 1, 2026. 

 It is designed to prevent carbon leakage by imposing carbon taxes on imported goods with high 

carbon footprints. 

 CBAM applies to sectors like iron, steel, cement, aluminum, fertilizers, electricity, and 

hydrogen.Carbon levies are expected to range from 20% to 50% of product value. 

 It poses a significant challenge for India’s MSME sector, which contributes 30% to GDP and 45% to 

exports. 

 The mechanism aims to align global trade with climate goals, incentivizing exporters to adopt 

greener production methods. 

Promoting a Circular Economy 
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 A circular economy could reduce greenhouse gas emissions by 44% and yield ₹40 lakh crore 

annually by 2050. 

 The Budget should incentivize recycling and refurbishment through: 

o A 150% weighted deduction on investments in recycling infrastructure. 

o Accelerated depreciation benefits for circular economy assets. 

 Establishing a sovereign green bond framework to finance circular economy projects is essential. 

Enhancing Climate Resilience Through Insurance 

 India’s insurance penetration dropped from 4% in FY23 to 3.7% in FY24. 

 Tax deductions for insurance companies offering climate-linked policies and lower GST rates for 

such premiums can improve resilience. 

Advancing Green Finance 

 Standardized green finance definitions can attract a share of the ₹162.5 trillion required for India’s 

climate goals by 2030. 

 Allocations should focus on creating a climate finance taxonomy, verification systems, and financial 

institution capacity building. 

 Differential tax treatment for green investments can further catalyze progress. 

Conclusion 

 Climate policies are critical to maintaining trade and investment competitiveness. 

 Integrating climate action into fiscal planning is key to meeting global sustainability standards and 

leveraging market opportunities. 

 


