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Page 01 : Prelims Fact 

US President Donald Trump set high trade charges on Canada, Mexico, and China, citing security and trade 

issues. 

 

Analysis of the news: 

 Tariff Details: Canadian and Mexican exports to the U.S. will face a 25% tariff, except for energy 

resources from Canada, which will have a 10% levy. Chinese goods will face an additional 10% tariff. 

 National Emergency Justication: Trump invoked the International Emergency Economic Powers 

Act, stating that illegal immigration and drugs, including fentanyl, pose a national emergency. 

 Economic Impact on the U.S.: Trump acknowledged that Americans might experience economic 

“pain” but justied it as necessary for securing U.S. interests. 

Retaliation by Affected Countries: 
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 China promised countermeasures and a WTO claim. 

 Mexico announced Plan B, including tariffs and trade measures. 

 Canada imposed 25% retaliatory tariffs on U.S. goods worth US$106.6 billion. 

 European Union’s Response: The EU warned it would retaliate rmly if Trump imposed tariffs on 

European goods. 
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Page 03 :  Prelims Fact 

Scientists discovered six close relatives of cardamom, expanding its genus and potentially improving future 

spice production with new species. 

 

Analysis of the news: 

 Cardamom, known for its strong avor and aroma, has six close relatives, not just one as previously 

thought. 

 An international team of scientists discovered these relatives, four of which were previously classied 

under a different group called Alpinia. 
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 Two new species of cardamom were identied in Kerala’s Western Ghats, specically from the Periyar 

Tiger Reserve and Agasthyamalai hills. 

 The ndings, published in the journal Taxon, now place seven species under the Elettaria genus, 

including the widely known green cardamom, Elettaria cardamomum. 

 This discovery could potentially improve spice farming in the future, as these related species may 

have overlooked genetic resources useful for production. 
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Page 06 : Prelims Fact 
Assam police destroyed poppy plantations worth ₹27.2 crore in Goalpara, part of a broader anti-drug drive amidst regional 

tensions. 

 

About Poppy Plant: 

 Poppy is a owering plant of the genus Papaver, most commonly associated with Papaver somniferum. 

 The plant is widely cultivated for its seeds, which are used in cooking, and for its latex, which produces opium. 

 Opium is processed to create narcotics such as morphine and heroin. 

 Poppy cultivation is illegal in many countries due to its connection to drug production. 
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 In some regions, poppy farming is a major issue, contributing to the illegal drug trade. 

 The plant requires specic growing conditions, such as well-drained soil and a moderate climate. 

 Poppy cultivation is banned in most countries due to its illicit drug potential. 
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Page 11 : GS 3 : Science and Technology 

 The article discusses how AI is transforming genomics, enhancing genetic research, and 

personalizing healthcare, while also highlighting ethical and data security concerns. 
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Introduction to the Human Genome Project 

 The Human Genome Project, completed between 1990 and 2003, helped document human DNA 

and its building blocks. 

 It revealed patterns that could predict the likelihood of genetic diseases or abnormalities. 

 Initially, predictive tests were costly and available in limited cases like detecting Down’s Syndrome in 

fetuses or identifying effective cancer treatments. 

AI’s Impact on Genomics 

 AI has greatly enhanced the ability to process genetic information faster and in larger amounts. 

 For instance, in March 2024, researchers identied important genetic code sequences linked to 

tumours, revealing new opportunities for cancer research and treatment. 

 Startups are leveraging AI to process genetic data efciently, uncover patterns, and predict genetic 

predispositions, offering personalized recommendations based on individual proles. 

Challenges in Genetic Predictions 

Data Privacy and Security 

 AI-driven genetic testing involves handling sensitive personal information, raising concerns about 

data breaches. 

 Cases like 23andMe’s 2023 data breach highlight the risks associated with storing genetic data. 

Without strict regulations, personal genetic information can be misused or sold. 

Ethical Issues 

 Genetic testing raises ethical questions, especially around predicting mental health conditions or 

complex diseases. 

 Ethical guidelines are essential to ensure that AI technologies are not misused for making life-

altering decisions without informed consent. 

 AI predictions might not always be accurate or complete, leading to potential harm. 

Interpretation of Results 

 AI tools can analyze large amounts of data but may struggle with interpreting complex genetic 

variations accurately. 

 Some genetic variations may not have a clear signicance, leading to “grey zones” in diagnosis. 
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 Misinterpretation could lead to unnecessary stress or false assurance for patients. 

Over-Reliance on Genetics 

 Genetics is just one factor in health, and over-relying on AI-driven genetic testing can neglect 

environmental and lifestyle factors. 

 A person’s health or future should not be determined solely by genetic tests. 

 Relying too much on AI predictions may lead to decisions that do not account for the full picture. 

Accessibility and Cost 

 AI-driven genetic testing can be expensive and may not be accessible to everyone. 

 There are concerns that only wealthy individuals or developed regions will benet from such 

technologies, widening healthcare inequality. 

Conclusion 

 AI in genetic testing offers great potential but comes with challenges. 

 Ethical guidelines, data protection, and ensuring comprehensive healthcare approaches are 

necessary for its responsible use 

UPSC Mains Practice Question 

Ques : Introduce the concept of Articial Intelligence (AI). How does AI help clinical diagnosis? Do you 

perceive any threat to privacy of the individual in the use of Al in healthcare? (150 words/10m) 
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In News : World Wetlands Day 

Recently, the Union Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change (MoEFCC) organised the World 

Wetlands Day 2025 celebrations at the Parvati Arga Ramsar Site. 

 

About World Wetlands Day: 

 It is celebrated annually on February 2. This date marks the adoption of the Ramsar Convention in 

1971. 

 It aims to spread awareness about conserving the wetlands, one of the most critical ecosystems on 

the planet. 

 This year, the theme was “Protecting Wetlands for Our Common Future”.  

 India has been a party to the Convention since 1982, designating 89 Ramsar sites. 

What are wetlands? 

 Wetlands are regions covered by water either perennially or seasonally, such as marshes and lakes. 
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 Significance of Wetlands: 

o They are vital reservoirs of biodiversity, aid water conservation and provide habitat for 

numerous migratory birds, aquatic species, and plant life. They also help recharge 

groundwater, control floods and support fisheries and local communities. 

o From the point of view of climate change mitigation, wetlands are important carbon sinks, 

meaning they absorb more carbon from the atmosphere 

o The major threats to wetlands, in general, are due to man-made factors, leading to habitat 

degradation and declining biodiversity.. 
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Page : 08 Editorial Analysis  
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Context : 

 The Union Budget 2025-26 is a continuation of the Indian government’s sustained efforts to 

strengthen economic growth and development. 

 Through strategic measures such as income tax cuts, increased capital expenditure, and a focus on 

manufacturing and labour-intensive sectors, the budget aims to stimulate economic activity, 

generate employment, and enhance ease of doing business. 

 While its full impact will unfold over time, the budget’s framework suggests a proactive, forward-

looking approach to national economic planning. 

Union Budget FY26 Notable Announcements 

 IT Cuts and Its Multiplier Effects 

o One of the most notable announcements in the budget is the reduction in personal income tax, 

which provides complete exemption for individuals earning up to ₹12 lakh annually, with an 

additional benefit for salaried taxpayers due to the standard deduction. 

o This is a significant relief for the middle class and is expected to create a multiplier effect on the 

economy. 

o Higher disposable income will likely increase consumer spending, leading to greater demand 

across various industries such as retail, real estate, and automobiles. 

o This surge in consumption will, in turn, boost business performance, create employment 

opportunities, and increase indirect tax collections, further strengthening economic expansion. 

 Capital Expenditure and Infrastructure Development 

o Another crucial aspect of the budget is the allocation of ₹11.2 lakh crore for capital expenditure, 

reflecting a nearly 10% increase from the previous year. 

o This investment is expected to accelerate infrastructure development, creating employment and 

strengthening the country’s logistical and industrial foundations. 

GS Paper 03 :  Indian Economy – Government Budgeting 

UPSC Mains Practice Question : Discuss the impact of the Union Budget 2025-26 on 

economic growth, with a focus on income tax cuts, capital expenditure, and support for 

labour-intensive sectors. (250 Words /15 marks) 
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o Enhanced infrastructure will improve transportation efficiency, reduce business costs, and attract 

private investment, contributing to sustainable economic growth. 

 Manufacturing and the National Manufacturing Mission 

o A significant push has been given to the manufacturing sector through the launch of the 

National Manufacturing Mission. 

o This initiative aligns with the ‘Make in India’ campaign and aims to support small, medium, and 

large industries by offering policy support, execution roadmaps, and governance frameworks in 

collaboration with central ministries and state governments. 

o By reducing import dependency and encouraging foreign investment, this mission could 

establish India as a global manufacturing hub. 

o The initiative’s success will depend on the effectiveness of its regulatory reforms, incentives, and 

implementation strategies. 

Targeted Initiatives for Key Sectors 

 Focus on Labor-Intensive Sectors 

o Recognising the importance of employment generation, the budget prioritises labour-intensive 

industries such as tourism, food processing, and leather. 

o These sectors have historically been major contributors to both employment and export 

earnings. 

o By offering targeted incentives and streamlining regulations, the government aims to enhance 

productivity and global competitiveness while creating new job opportunities. 

 Focus on Maritime and Aviation Sector 

o Additionally, the maritime sector has been given a boost through the establishment of a 

Maritime Development Fund, which is expected to benefit coastal states and support the growth 

of the marine economy. 

o The expansion of flight connectivity to 120 new destinations under the modified UDAN scheme 

is another significant measure that will help unlock economic opportunities in previously 

underserved regions, focusing regional development. 

 Agricultural Reforms and Rural Development 

o The budget introduces the Prime Minister Dhan-Dhaanya Krishi Yojana, a targeted initiative 

designed to improve agricultural productivity and rural livelihoods. 

o Covering 100 districts with low productivity and limited credit access, this scheme will focus on 

crop diversification, post-harvest infrastructure, irrigation improvements, and credit facilitation. 
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o With an estimated 1.7 crore farmer-beneficiaries, this initiative has the potential to transform 

India’s agricultural sector by increasing rural incomes and driving economic activity in the 

hinterlands. 

o A rise in rural purchasing power will indirectly benefit industries related to consumer goods and 

agricultural supply chains.  

The Strategic Announcements of FY26 Budget 

 Fiscal Prudence and Economic Stability 

o A commendable aspect of the budget is the government’s commitment to reducing the fiscal 

deficit from 4.8% in 2024-25 to 4.4% in 2025-26. 

o A lower fiscal deficit is crucial for maintaining macroeconomic stability, controlling inflation, and 

enhancing investor confidence. 

o By maintaining fiscal discipline, the government is ensuring a strong foundation for long-term 

economic sustainability. 

 Ease of Doing Business and Trade Competitiveness 

o The budget emphasises improving the ease of doing business by rationalising the duty structure 

and simplifying the tariff framework. 

o The removal of additional tariff rates and the limitation of cess or surcharges to a single instance 

per product are steps toward creating a more predictable taxation system. 

o Additionally, addressing the inverted duty structure for certain products is expected to enhance 

trade competitiveness and encourage greater participation of domestic firms in global supply 

chains. 

Conclusion 

 The Union Budget 2025-26 presents a well-structured approach to economic growth by focusing on 

capital expenditure, manufacturing, labour-intensive industries, and rural development, while 

maintaining fiscal prudence. 

 The significant tax relief for the middle class, infrastructure investments, and business-friendly 

policies set the stage for robust economic progress. 

 While the success of various initiatives will depend on their implementation, the overall direction of 

the budget signals a strategic and growth-oriented vision for India’s future. 

 


