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Page 07 : GS 3 : Science and Technology 
The article explores the differences between human and articial intelligence, highlighting their unique strengths and 

weaknesses, particularly in learning, adaptability, and energy efciency. 

 

AI’s Rapid Advancement 
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 AI has evolved from simple data categorization to performing highly complex tasks. 

 In 2024, smartphones were introduced with built-in AI models. 

 Five of the seven winners of the 2024 science Nobel Prizes were recognized for AI-related contributions. 

How Humans Learn 

 Machines can quickly analyze large datasets and predict patterns but struggle with understanding human motives. 

 Human intelligence evolved to care for offspring, requiring an understanding of intentions. 

 Learning in humans involves both immediate survival needs and adapting to changing environments. 

 Unlike machines, human learning is continuous and shaped by real-world interactions. 

The Role of Curiosity in Human Learning 

 Unlike AI, children are naturally curious and learn by exploring their surroundings. 

 Human learning involves multiple senses, making it richer than AI learning. 

 AI models rely on pre-fed data, whereas humans acquire knowledge through direct experiences. 

Efciency of Human Learning 

 Humans require signicantly less data to learn effectively. 

 AlphaZero, an AI model, played 40 million chess games to achieve mastery, while humans need only tens of 

thousands. 

 Humans quickly adapt knowledge from one area to another, a skill AI struggles with. 

 Human brains process information more slowly than AI networks but make faster decisions using generalization 

Human Intelligence Vs. Articial Intelligence 

 Where Humans Excel Over AI Humans are better at learning and adapting to new situations without retraining. 

 The ability to apply knowledge across different contexts (transfer learning) remains a challenge for AI. 

 Humans efciently learn motor skills, a complex task for AI due to multiple movement variables. 

 The human brain is far more energy-efcient compared to AI systems. 

Where AI Excels Over Humans 

 AI models provide precise and consistent results without fatigue or emotional inuence. 

 AI’s exhaustive search for solutions often leads to innovative strategies, as seen in chess. 

 Unlike humans, AI models do not get distracted and can perform repetitive tasks with accuracy. 

AI’s Contribution to Understanding Human Learning 

 AI models help neuroscientists explore how the brain stores and retrieves memories. 

 The success of AI has challenged previous beliefs about human learning processes. 

 AI research is advancing symbolic and connectionist models of human cognition. 

 Despite AI’s progress, human learning remains unique and distinct. 
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UPSC Mains Practice Question 

Ques : Discuss the key differences between human learning and articial intelligence. How can understanding these differences 

contribute to advancements in AI and neuroscience? (150 Words /10 marks) 
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Page 10 : GS 3 : Enviroment 
 The Supreme Court of India directed Rajasthan to map and classify sacred groves as community reserves, creating a 

conict with the Forest Rights Act of 2006. 

 

Supreme Court’s Order on Sacred Groves 

 On December 18, 2024, the Supreme Court ordered the Forest Department of Rajasthan to map sacred groves. 
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 Sacred groves will be classied as ‘forests’ and notied as ‘community reserves’ under the Wildlife Protection Act (WLPA) 

1972. 

 This decision moves the control from community management to forest ofcials for conservation. 

 This clashes with the Forest Rights Act (FRA) 2006, which supports community rights over forest lands. 

 Rajasthan has around 25,000 sacred groves, covering six lakh hectares of land. 

Background of the Case 

 In the 1990s, the Supreme Court dened ‘forest land’ to include any land recorded as forest by the government. 

 In 2004, the Rajasthan government identied some sacred groves as ‘deemed forests’ based on a narrow criterion. 

 The Supreme Court disagreed, insisting on a broader denition of forest land. 

 In 2018, the Court directed Rajasthan to follow this broader denition. 

What are Sacred Groves? 

 Sacred groves are patches of forest managed by local communities through traditions and beliefs. 

 They are protected by customs, with no resource extraction allowed except for medicinal plants. 

 Sacred groves are biodiversity hotspots and often linked to temples, shrines, or pilgrimage sites. 

 India has 1 to 10 lakh sacred groves, the highest in the world. 

 They help control oods, droughts, and soil erosion, and support local wildlife. 

What are Community Reserves? 

 The WLPA 2002 introduced ‘community reserves’ as a type of protected area. 

 These reserves are set up by communities to conserve wildlife and habitats. 

 Rules in community reserves prevent activities like poaching, re-setting, and habitat destruction. 

 A management committee oversees the reserve, with local community members and ofcials. 

Conict with the Forest Rights Act (FRA) 

 Sacred groves are considered ‘community forest resources’ under the FRA. 

 The FRA gives gram sabhas (village councils) the right to manage these resources. 

 Under FRA, sacred groves fall under the control of local communities, not the Forest or Wildlife Department. 

 By classifying them as community reserves, the Forest Department’s control conicts with community rights. 

Conclusion 

 The Supreme Court’s decision to classify sacred groves as community reserves may clash with the FRA. 

 This creates a conict between modern conservation methods and traditional community management of sacred 

groves. 
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UPSC Mains Practice Question 

Ques : Examine the potential conict between the Supreme Court’s directive to classify sacred groves as community reserves 

under the Wildlife Protection Act and the provisions of the Forest Rights Act, 2006. (150 W10 m) 
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Page 13 : GS 2 : International Relations 

The article discusses Africa’s mineral wealth, the impact of U.S. trade policies under Donald Trump, and the continent’s 

struggle to choose between global powers for resource development. 

 

The U.S. Trade Policies and Africa’s Dilemma 

 President Donald Trump’s trade approach, including tariffs, creates a situation where countries must choose between 

supporting the U.S. or aligning with China and the BRICS nations. 

 African countries, rich in minerals, face a dilemma. 

 They want to develop their resources but also wish to stay neutral in this global divide. 

Africa’s Mineral Wealth 

 Africa holds signicant global mineral reserves. 

 This includes 20% of the world’s copper, 50% of manganese and cobalt, 90% of platinum group metals, and valuable 

reserves of lithium, uranium, gold, and rare earths. 

 These resources will be highly important in the future, especially with the energy transition and increasing global 

demand for these minerals. 

Challenges in Resource Development 

 Despite its wealth, Africa faces many challenges in resource development. 

 Issues like political instability, corruption, poor infrastructure, lack of capital, and weak legal frameworks make long-

term investment difcult. 

 As global demand for minerals grows, Africa will likely have more power in determining how its resources are used. 

However, finding the right partners remains a key challenge. 

Western Investments vs. China’s Approach 
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 Western countries, especially the U.S., offer capital, expertise, and experience in mining. 

 But Trump’s tariffs and threats to cut aid make working with the U.S. harder for African nations. 

 Trump’s “winner-takes-all” approach to global relations makes it more difcult for African countries to get mutually 

benecial deals with the U.S. 

Africa’s Growing Independence in Resource Management  

 South Africa’s Resources Minister Gwede Mantashe suggested that Africa should withhold minerals from the U.S. if aid 

is reduced. He argued that Africa should not be treated as a beggar. 

 This reects a desire for Africa to take control of its resources and use them to drive industrialization and development, 

rather than follow the dictates of external powers. 

China’s Role and Its Impact on Africa 

 China has been heavily investing in Africa’s mining sector. 

 However, China prefers to use its own workforce and processes. It also exports raw ores to process them in China, 

limiting the benets for African countries. 

 There is potential for African nations to introduce laws that require foreign companies to process minerals locally. This 

could ensure that Africa benets more from its resources. 

Conclusion 

 Africa’s mineral-rich resources position it as a key player in global trade. 

 The continent must strategically choose between Western and China-led trade blocs to secure sustainable economic 

development. 

 

UPSC Mains Practice Question 

Ques : Examine the impact of global trade dynamics, particularly U.S. policies and China’s involvement, on Africa’s mineral 

resource development and its implications for the continent’s future. (150 Words /10 marks) 
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Page 13 : Prelims fact  

Iran’s currency, the rial, hit a record low of 850,000 rials to $1 on Wednesday. 

Analysis of the news: 

 The order includes halting Iran’s oil exports and pushing for UN 

sanctions. 

 Trump also hinted at wanting to negotiate a deal with Iran rather 

than imposing full sanctions. 

 Iranian ofcials are waiting for a message from Trump on nuclear talks. 

 Ordinary Iranians are worried about the impact on their daily lives 

and freedom. 

 Iranian state media have praised Trump’s moves, seeing them as 

weakening opposition groups. 

 The U.S. Agency for International Development (USAID) budget cuts 

could affect funding for Iranian activists and opposition gures. 

What is “maximum pressure” policy? 

 The “maximum pressure” policy is a strategy where a country applies 

heavy economic and diplomatic sanctions to force another nation to 

change its behavior. 

 The “maximum pressure” policy against Iran involves imposing severe 

economic sanctions, particularly targeting its oil exports, banking, 

and key industries. 

 The goal is to force Iran to halt its nuclear activities and curb its 

inuence in the region. 

 The policy includes withdrawing from international agreements, such 

as the nuclear deal, and reinstating sanctions that were previously 

lifted. 

 The aim is to pressure Iran into negotiating a new deal that addresses broader concerns, including 

nuclear weapons and regional stability. 

 Critics argue that it harms the Iranian population while failing to bring the desired change in Iran’s 

policies. 
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In News : State Emblem of India 

The Union Home Ministry recently asked State governments to prevent the misuse and improper depiction 

of the State Emblem of India, emphasising that the Lion Capital logo is incomplete without the motto—

Satyamev Jayate—in Devanagari script. 

 

About the State Emblem of India: 

 It is an adaptation of the Lion Capital of Ashoka at Sarnath.  

 In the original, there are four lions, mounted back-to-back, on a circular abacus, which itself rests on 

a bell-shaped lotus. The frieze of the abacus has sculptures in high relief of an elephant, a galloping 

horse, a bull, and a lion separated by intervening Dharma Chakras.  

 In the State emblem, adopted by the Government of India on 26 January 1950, only three lions are 

visible, the fourth being hidden from view. 

 The wheel appears in relief in the centre of the abacus with a bull on the right and a horse on the 

left and the outlines of other wheels on the extreme right and left. 

 The bell-shaped lotus has been omitted. 
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 Below the representation of the Lion Capital, Satyameva Jayate is written in Devnagari Script, which 

is also the National Motto of India.  

 The words are a quote from the Mundaka Upanishad and is translated as “Truth alone triumphs.” 

 The use of the State Emblem of India is restricted to the authorities/purposes specified in the State 

Emblem of India (Prohibition of Improper Use) Act, 2005, and the State Emblem of India (Regulation 

of Use) Rules, 2007. 
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Page : 08 Editorial Analysis  
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Context : 

 The Union Budget 2025-26 aims to accelerate economic growth while ensuring scal prudence. 

 It focuses on capital expenditure, tax revenue trends, and scal policy shifts, including changes in 

decit targets. 

GDP Growth and Capital Expenditure 

 The government has projected a nominal GDP growth of 10.1% for 2025-26, which is considered 

reasonable. 

 The Economic Survey 2024-25 indicated real GDP growth between 6.3%-6.8% for 2025-26, allowing 

some exibility if growth increases. 

 Capital expenditure for 2025-26 is projected at ₹11.2 lakh crore, an increase of ₹1.03 lakh crore over 

2024-25 (RE). 

 However, this is nearly the same as the ₹11.1 lakh crore estimated in the previous budget. 

Need for Higher Economic Growth 

 The budget aims to accelerate growth and push India towards developed country status. 

 A real GDP growth rate of 8% is considered necessary to achieve this goal. While several measures 

introduced in the budget are benecial, some could have been implemented earlier. 

 Income tax relief for the middle class is expected to boost demand, but its effect depends on 

household consumption behavior. 

Trends in Indian Economy 

GS Paper 03 :  Indian Economy 

PYQ (UPSC CSE (M) GS-3 2013): What are the reasons for introduction of Fiscal 

responsibility and Budget Management (FRBM) act, 2003? Discuss critically its 

salient features and their effectiveness. (200 W/10 M)  

UPSC Mains Practice Question: Critically analyze the impact of the Union Budget 

2025-26 on economic growth, scal consolidation, and taxation structure. How does 

the shift from scal decit targets to debt-GDP ratio affect transparency in scal policy? 

(250 W /15 M) 
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 Declining Revenue Growth: The overall revenue growth has been slowing down over the past 

three years. 

 Tax Buoyancy Reduction: The efciency of tax collection in relation to economic growth has 

decreased. 

 Slower GST Growth: The growth rate of GST revenue has declined compared to previous years. 

 Shift Towards Direct Taxes: Direct taxes now form a larger share of total revenue compared to 

earlier years. 

 Personal Income Tax vs Corporate Tax: Personal income tax has shown stronger performance 

than corporate tax but has slowed due to tax concessions. 

 Corporate Tax Recovery: Corporate income tax is expected to grow at a better rate in the coming 

year. 

Non-Tax Revenues 

 Non-tax revenues, mainly from RBI and public sector dividends, increased to ₹3.25 lakh crore in 

2025-26, up by ₹35,715 crore from 2024-25 (RE). 

 Overall, non-tax revenue increased from ₹5.3 lakh crore (RE) to ₹5.8 lakh crore in 2025-26 (BE). 

Government Expenditure and Fiscal Consolidation 

 Declining Government Expenditure: The government’s spending as a share of GDP is set to 

decrease due to efforts to manage the scal decit. 

 Slower Expenditure Growth: Government spending is growing at a slower pace than the overall 

economy. 

 Improved Spending Quality: A greater portion of government funds is being directed toward 

long-term investments in infrastructure. 

 AI Investment Importance: Strengthening AI infrastructure is crucial as global leaders like the U.S. 

and China are advancing rapidly in this sector. 

 Need for AI Incentives: The government should consider tax benets to boost AI research and 

development in India. 

Concerns Over Fiscal Transparency 

 Shift in Fiscal Focus: The budget moves away from using the scal decit as the main measure of 

nancial discipline. 

 Previous Target: Earlier, there was a clear goal to reduce the scal decit below 4.5% by 2025-26. 



                         
 
 
 

 
 

 

Daily News Analysis 
 

 

 New Approach: The focus is now on lowering the debt-to-GDP ratio instead of setting a specic scal 

decit target. 

 Lack of Clarity: The new strategy is unclear, as it depends on different economic growth scenarios. 

 Need for a Clear Target: A dened scal decit goal would help maintain nancial discipline and 

prevent excessive government borrowing, which can impact private investment. 

Conclusion 

 The Budget 2025-26 aims to sustain economic growth while maintaining scal discipline. 

 Capital expenditure remains a priority, but AI infrastructure investment needs more focus. 

 


