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parliamentary sittings annually.

Need for Such a Bill

® Declining Parliamentary Sittings: The number of parliamentary sittings has signicantly reduced over the years. In the

I ND NATIONA

Private Bills seek
sitting of Parliament
for 100 days a year

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Senior Opposition mem-
bers in the Rajya Sabha De-
rek O’Brien and Manoj Ku-
mar Jha have moved
separate Bills seeking to
make the sitting of Parlia-
ment mandatory at least
for 100 days in a year. The
leaders said the move is to
reform the Parliamentary
system by ensuring that the
working hours of the
House are not lost due to
disruptions.

While Mr. O’Brien has
proposed a minimum sit-
ting of 100 days, Mr. Jha has
sought 120 days sitting of
the House annually.

Mr. O’Brien said that
while the idea of a fixed ca-
lendar was explored by the
General Purposes Commit-
tee of the Lok Sabha in
1955, the importance of
having a minimum number
of sittings was highlighted
by the National Commis-
sion to Review the Working
of the Constitution in 2002.

Mr. Jha said his Bill is to

provide a framework for
enhancing the perfor-
mance of Parliament
through fixing a minimum
number of days of sitting,
introducing the provision
for extending the hours of a
sitting, bringing a short ses-
sion in addition to the exist-
ing three sessions, institut-
ing a mechanism to
separately discuss Opposi-
tion business and compen-
sating the hours not util-
ised due to disruptions.

Meanwhile, the Union
Education Ministry op-
posed the introduction of
the Coaching Institutes (Ac-
countability and Regula-
tion) Bill, moved by Nation-
alist Congress  Party
(Sharadchandra Pawar) MP
Fauzia Khan saying that
education is in the Concur-
rent List and the States
would have to regulate the
coaching centres.

But when Opposition
members insisted that the
Bill be introduced, the ob-
jection was withdrawn and
the Bill introduced in the
House.
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Senior Opposition members Derek O’Brien and Manoj Kumar Jha have proposed Bills to mandate a minimum of 100-120

®» 1950s, Parliament met for around 120-140 days annually, but this has now declined to around 60-70 days.
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® Ensuring Legislative Scrutiny: More sittings would allow better examination of bills, policies, and government
decisions.
B Strengthening Democracy: A more active Parliament ensures better representation of public issues and enhances

accountability.

®» Preventing Disruptions: Frequent disruptions lead to lost working hours; a xed calendar can ensure optimal legislative
functioning.

®» Recommendations from Reports: The National Commission to Review the Working of the Constitution (2002) and
earlier parliamentary committees have recommended a minimum number of sittings.

Challenges

®» Executive Hesitation: The government may resist due to administrative burden and fear of increased scrutiny.

®» Opposition Coordination: Ensuring effective debates instead of mere disruptions remains a challenge.

® Lack of Political Consensus: Different political parties may have varying opinions on increasing parliamentary sittings,
leading to delays in implementing such a reform.

®» Legislative Overload: More sittings may not necessarily translate into better lawmaking if the focus remains on
passing bills quickly rather than thorough debate and discussion.

Way Forward

Fixed Parliamentary Calendar: A structured annual calendar with mandatory sittings can improve efciency.
Strengthening Parliamentary committee: To ensure detailed examination of bills even during non-sitting periods
Compensating Lost Hours: Introducing mechanisms to recover hours lost due to disruptions.

Multi-Session Model: Adding a short session to discuss opposition business and policy review.

LA 2R 2R 2B 2

Incentivizing Constructive Participation: Introduce mechanisms such as performance-based evaluations for MPs,
ensuring productive discussions and reducing disruptions in parliamentary proceedings.

UPSC Mains PYQ : 2019

Ques : Individual Parliamentarian’s role as the national lawmaker is on a decline, which in turn, has adversely impacted the
quality of debates and their outcome. Discuss. (250 words/15m)
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TROPEX-25 Exercise involves 65 ships, 9 submarines, and 80 aircraft, along with joint
participation from the Army, Air Force, and Coast Guard.

Theatre Level Operational Readiness Exercise (TROPEX)

»

»

Biennial Naval Exercise: TROPEX is the Indian Navy’s largest biennial operational
exercise, conducted every two years in the Indian Ocean Region.

Duration: The 2025 edition (TROPEX-25) is being held from January to March.
Objectives: It aims to validate and rene the Indian Navy’s Concept of Operations, testing
its ability to respond to conventional, asymmetric, and hybrid threats in a contested
maritime environment.

Participants: The exercise involves approximately 65 Indian Navy ships, 9 submarines,
and over 80 aircraft, along with substantial participation from the Indian Army, Air
Force, and Coast Guard.

Exercise Phases: It includes harbour and sea phases, covering combat operations, cyber
and electronic warfare, live weapon rings, and amphibious operations.

Strategic Importance: The exercise enhances joint operational readiness, ensuring a
synchronized, integrated response to safeguard India’s maritime security interests.

10NAL NEWSPAPER SINCE

Indian Navy’'s TROPEX
under way. ANI

9 submarines,
65 ships
taking part

in TROPEX
exercise

The Hindu Bureau

NEW DELHI

Indian Navy’s biennial cap-
stone Theatre Level Opera-
tional Exercise (TROPEX)
is under way in the Indian
Ocean Region, from Janu-
ary to March, in which the
combined fleet, compris-
ing approximately 65 In-
dian Nawvy ships, nine sub-
marines, and over 8O
aircraft of different types
are being “put through
complex maritime opera-
tional scenarios to validate
and refine the Navy’s Con-
cept of Operations™.

This is conducted bien-
nially with participation by
all operational units of the
Navy along with substan-
tial participation of Army,
Air Force, and Coast Guard
assets.

‘Maritime security”
“TROPEX-25 is aimed at va-
lidating Indian Navy’s core
warfighting skills, and en-
suring a synchronised, in-
tegrated response to pre-
serve and protect national
maritime security interests
in a contested maritime en-
vironment against conven-
tional, asymmetric as well
as hybrid threats,” the Na-
vy said in a statement.

The exercise is being
conducted in various phas-
es — both in harbour and at
sea, integrating various fa-
cets of combat operations,
cyber and electronic war-
fare operations, live wea-
pon firings during the joint
work-up phase, and am-
phibious exercise.
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The Monetary Policy Committee (MPC) of the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has reduced the
repo rate by 25 basis points to 6.25%, marking the rst cut since May 2020.

Repo Rate Cut After 57 Months

»

»

This decision aims to boost economic growth amid expectations of ination easing
to 4.4% in this quarter and averaging 4.2% in 2025-26.

The reduction in the repo rate may lead to lower borrowing costs for home, car,
and other loans.

What is Repo Rate?

»

»

»

The Repo Rate is the interest rate at which the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) lends
money to commercial banks in exchange for government securities.

It is a key monetary policy tool used to control ination and liquidity in the
economy.

A higher repo rate makes borrowing costlier, reducing ination, while a lower repo
rate boosts lending and economic growth by making loans cheaper for businesses
and consumers.

Monetary Policy Committee (MPC)

»

»

»

»

The Monetary Policy Committee (MPC) is a six-member body of the Reserve Bank
of India (RBI) responsible for setting the repo rate to control ination and economic
growth.

It was established in 2016 under the amended RBI Act, 1934, and follows an
ination-targeting framework.

The MPC has six Three members are from the RBI, including the Governor, and
three are external members appointed by the government.

The MPC meets at least four times a year, and decisions are made by majority
vote, with the RBI Governor having a casting vote in case of a tie.

Economic Growth and Ination Projections

»

»

The RBI has projected real GDP growth at 6.7% for 2025-26, an increase from the
6.4% estimated for this year.

Assuming a normal monsoon, ination is expected to decline further and gradually
align with the 4% target.

Mixed Demand Trends

»

Rural demand is improving, while urban consumption remains weak.

Daily News Analysis
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Growth over inflation

The interest rate cut signals a shift
in the RBI's immediate priorities

or the first time in nearly five years, the
F Monetary Policy Committee (MPC) of the
Reserve Bank of India (RBI) pivoted on in-
terest rates, unanimously deciding to cut the
benchmark repo rate from 6.50% to 6.25%. This
move, while maintaining a neutral stance, marks
a significant departure from the previous bi-
monthly review, where the committee had opted
for the status quo with a 4:2 vote. At the time, the
MPC was contending with inflation at a 15-month
high of 6.2% in October and a sluggish second-
quarter GDP growth of 5.4%. Now, with inflation
moderating to 5.2% in December, still above the
RBI’s 4% target, and growth projections for 2024-
25 slipping to a four-year low of 6.4%, the central
bank appears to be prioritising economic expan-
sion over inflation control. RBI Governor Sanjay
Malhotra, in his first policy review, highlighted
the challenges posed by global economic uncer-
tainties, including stalled disinflation, diminish-
ing prospects of rate cuts in the U.S., and a stron-
ger dollar pressuring emerging markets and their
currencies, including the rupee. These factors
have complicated policy trade-offs for India,
making the case for supporting growth even
stronger. The MPC justified its decision to look
past current inflationary concerns, citing expec-
tations that price pressures will ease further, with
inflation projected to average 4.2% in 2025-26
from 4.8% this year. This outlook hinges on as-
sumptions of a favourable food inflation trajecto-
ry, a normal monsoon, and a bumper harvest of
key vegetables such as tomato, onion, and pota-
to, which are, historically, major contributors to
price spikes. While inflation remains a concern,
the panel has signalled that weak economic
growth is more pressing, especially given the se-
cond-quarter slump and limited signs of recovery
since then. The RBI's post-Budget policy stance
also suggests closer alignment with fiscal policy,
apparently heeding the government’s call for mo-
netary and fiscal measures to work in tandem
rather than at cross-purposes. Whether the Bud-
get’s stimulus measures, combined with the rate
cut, will revive consumption, attract private in-
vestment, and boost growth remains uncertain.
Interestingly, had the MPC met a week later, it
might have had additional justification for the
rate cut, given expectations that inflation in Janu-
ary could have cooled to around 4.5%. With a
new Governor at the helm and an upcoming ap-
pointment for the Deputy Governor overseeing
monetary policy, the RBI could consider adjust-
ing the MPC’s review schedule to incorporate the
latest inflation data. A slight shift in the timing of
its bi-monthly meetings could make monetary
policy more responsive and data-driven, enhanc-
ing the committee’s ability to justify its stance
with real-time economic indicators.
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® Higher employment, tax benets from the budget, and lower ination are expected to support household consumption.
Currency and External Sector Stability

B The RBI does not target a specic exchange rate but intervenes to reduce excessive market volatility.
® India’s foreign exchange reserves are at $630.6 billion (as of January 31, 2025), covering over 10 months of imports.
® The current account decit is expected to remain at a sustainable level.

Ques : Which of the following statements is/are correct regarding the Monetary Policy Committee (MPC)?
1. It decides the RBI’s benchmark interest rates.

2. ltis a 12-member body including the Governor of RBI and is reconstituted every year.

3. It functions under the chairmanship of the Union Finance Minister.

Select the correct answer using the code given below:

(a) 1 only

(b) 1 and 2 only

(c) 3 only

(d) 2 and 3 only

Ans:a)
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The death toll of Olive Ridley turtles along Tamil Nadu's coast has surged dramatically, with 1,200 carcasses

found by January 31.

A surge of dead sea
turtles in the sand
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When lu\\l boats often encroach into
areas, It increases the risk of turte
mumdmmn nd death.

suPRAIA DIAIN
Founder TREE Foundaton

deaths emenged, the Tamil Nadu government
formed a sk foce headed by the PrincipalCief
Conservator of Forests and Chief Wildlife War-
den, Rakesh Kumar Dogra. On January 77, the
task force decided to strengthen regulations on
trawd fishing, enforce the use of Turtle Excluder

Devices (TEDs), and restrict the horsepower of

engin
“TEDS are metal grids designed 1o allow turtles
10 escape from trawl nets. But fisherfolk have ex-
pressed concerns that these devices could reduce
A fsheman wokingon 3 mechan-
1 Xastmed xpains it
i resorees it ccsae, cve o sl m

lhe el can have a sgnificant impact on
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Fenries Department to i
TED models o Shemen o the
months they are required to use them,” he says.
K rehtes thi. He s TEDS d ot reult
Insguica atch . He expaosthat brger
fish ty ravel in schools and are not
prebjmr sttt
nment has also increased joint pa-
trols involving the Fisheries Department, Forest
partment, Indian Coast Guard, and Marine

introduce

50 begin soon. Plans have also been put i place
t0 Involve police authorities in monitoring and

Nation-
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continuing their walk. “Working with a commun-
ity that cares so much about sea turdles has
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“During the onset of the Tamil Thai month, the

sea
case this year. The olini (easterly
‘push objects back to the shore, which could ex-

shaped my interest in
turtles are a huge part of my lfe” he sa
‘Abbishack, Who has spént four years with
SSTCN, says the team hardly found nests
first three weeks of sy Typicll, ve find
ut 30 nests. But this

‘plain how dead carcasses from Andhra Pradesh
i he says.
collaborative effort
Shanker, an ecy wthor of From

‘Soup 1o Superstar: The Story of Sea Turtle Conser

twor be says. of the regulations that are necessary o protect

turtles are already covered by fisheries Laws; the
Nets challenge ies in improving compliance with the
By theend ol ‘especially tradi

tional fishermen.

res in Andirs Pradsh o beganto ke
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e conservation can sometimes be counier-
roductive,

o
“Sea turtle Incs m.sm;. in many
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parts of the i including on the east coast,

desh Forest Department, says at least 2,032 tur.
les had died until January 26 in the State.

for the integrity of coastal ecosystems because
bottom trawling is a destructive practice. Traw-

sea

ust turties,” he'

ich as gl nets. The Tamil Nadu
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Kumar says protecting critical turtle habitats
can also benefit local ishermen. “When we se-

miles (approximately 9.26 km) from the shore.
This zone i reserved fo

, it ot just go b
vation, but also supports the livelihoods of rtisa-

or
ing smaller boats. *However, despite re

gulations,
to violate
these rules.” Dharin says. “When traw boats of-
ten encraach into restricted areas, it increases

Hund f Olive Ridley sea have been irst week of January in the Chennai
and ] districts. Ce the numlx‘rm deaths is three times the usual number during
i and have sounded alarm bells about bottom trawling the widespread use of fishing gear, and
plastic g ragedy along the I
na sunny day in January, A. P QQ and reach only about 2 feet in shel length. Their
46, sty oo bou b Kb, o the
hengalpat (hard upper shells). Though their numbers have
w dmrm o Tl Nadu. e s thewnles | (oo iaein; recent years, Olve Ridleys e-
returned from a saw relike the
Ole Ridley e turte carcasses Ikum‘h lhr daughtersof | and are classified “ulnerable’ by the Internation-
sea. “We sherfolk) ourvillage, | al Union for Conservation of Nature Red List.
Cancaics every day since the beghning of the | Thy oomme Sea turtles play a cructal role in the marine.
year” he says, pe back to their | €cosystem. By feeding on crustaceans that live
Prakash points o an elderly woman nearby, | | on the seabed,
wlm comes to mr\ up 2 bsket o tger prawns ‘e is trapped there. They maintain healthy seagrass
from the boat, and says her son helps the Forest | have lees by nibbliog on seagrass und alga. They
shanlon gt oot Pacing the T | children jde sheler for commercially important fish
et dely o berhesd R 5. "My son | sawkart pecis and conirol jelysh popuiatons that
justburied six and came home tired and hury et
In the Chennal uu Chengalpattu districts, k> o= In Tamil Nadu, conservationists and fisherfolk
cated o the 1,076 Kdometrlong coasiline “guests” and even
‘Tamil Nadu, many people recall seeing dead “god". For fishermen such as A. »shym &2
Olive Ridley 5ea turtes washed .A\Imm this year. trom D Kupparn in Besan Aagar i
2 fishe L off pbad vy chely s.;,mn
BCR, spocted four ofthem i the frst week o Jr cance, "Our
nuary. Rajiv Ral, 69, from {at for us” he say. I additon o the creature's
s e asseen bt 80 since the st week cultural significance, fisherfolk view sea turtles
of the year. X ture ethusat, s e symbol of X
v 24 2 Nemmel Kuppam in Chengalpar Every year, Olfve Ridleys pore out of the sea,
Chann " Olve Ry e i are ke i wars crowd the shore, give birth, and then wat to be
Changalpatty Ly er waters, such as the southern Atantic, Pacific, swept into the sea again. Referring to ths, R San

Analysis of the news:

bada by sea in Spanish), While Odisha isa
site for Ofive Ridley turtles in India,
housands of these smal wid anials aso comé
adicall 10 nest between December and April
along the Tamil Nadu coastline, a feline for mil-
Tions who depend on fishing for e livelihood.
el o sl o e
located of the districts of Thoothukudi and
nathapuram in essential
sitefor these turtes, m«.mm then migrate to
Odisha, West Bengal, and b
Nl the 34 lo et o the Narina
Chennal to Kovalam in Chengalpatis
secing dead sea turtles on the shore during mat

year, until January 31, conservationists had
counted 1,200 dead sea turthes, more than three
i

A that were to nest have died, All the
dead Irm.lk s we bury b cggs i thei

bodies,™ sekar, who has been working
with the TREE Foundation,  marine conserva:
tion organisation, for two decades.

Guests from the sea

1 tish who do not g P
the sea;” he says.

“This is not an easy task, he adds, “The Tamil
Nadu Forest Department must collaborate close-
Iy with fishermen, while the Fisheries Depart
‘ment needs to take a more serious approach to

d

diife nstitute of India, rxphms that turtles don't
Just viit nesting beaches but congregate i spec-

where and v .
occurring” he says.
sure on the marine industry is Im-

i, 37, aresident o Nemmet 2y, “The urtes areas before nesting. “Destructive fishing | mense, with demands for both local consump-
‘They come. $ - tracking
okt st e 1o e chiiren® oo t factorin | stud c to this coast, We can'tjust repli
i cate what works in other e i insists.

ber harmful effects of traw ivam call for a more unified
In Chenna, one of the few .mnu--nun cldes | ling. K. Bharah, preident o the Souh Indan | Inchdes enyiog ey mating and congregaton
in India where these- Fishermen Welfare Association, says those who | areas i the sea. This strategy should involve the

ok ik Btk e sk pasisey sbouk
turtles; conservationists and students sport T-
d set o at

violate the law should be penalised. However, the
‘government has failed to provide any viable ater
he adds.

Fisheries Department and local communities
‘more closely, he says. However, the department
has

s limited resources and manpower, whi
frer igh ‘makes it difficult i
fonitoring such vast ocean areas is aso a lo-

tle species. They weigh up to 45 kilogrammes

® The death toll signicantly exceeds

and local sherfolk.

the usual annual

[ty

average,

gstclcallenge. '(blhhumm between fsher
of
l«hmﬂ(»ﬁu! mu e mn o etk e s
ity will be cruc
Pebemen point ot ot n addion ot
il s, the sea turtes face
significant mxm from the plastic waste that
the ocean. “Why can't the government
buikd a structure to prevent plastcs from enter-
ngthe sea”sls Granssear
im also raises concerns
g anbes o hand e
being bullt
which

boutthe gow
structures, such as groynes,
il Nad's sandy beaches,

bitats.
“Over the years, we have noticed that when
the tutescome o est, they fnd the sand pol
luted and without - nesting,”
Abhishack.
Stvingthe s b sbout sfeprdin he -
uceorbot e s dthe ool Wit

ey e ok eing
prayers 3 satrtle accdenially gt caught iy
his net. He wouldn't g0 out t sea for a day. Ifthe
turtles are i trouble, how will we survive?”
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raising alarms among conservationists
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Experts blame destructive shing practices such as bottom trawling and frequent violations of marine
regulations for the increased mortality.

Turbulent monsoon currents have also contributed to the crisis, worsening the situation for the
endangered species.

The alarming rise in deaths has prompted government action and legal scrutiny to enforce stricter
marine conservation measures.

Conservationists and stakeholders are urging sustainable shing solutions to protect Olive Ridley
turtles and maintain marine ecosystem balance.

Olive Ridley Turtle

»

»

The Olive Ridley turtle is the smallest and most abundant sea turtle species, found in warm tropical
waters, including the Indian Ocean.

It is famous for mass nesting events called arribadas, notably at Odisha’'s Gahirmatha and Rushikulya
beaches.
Listed as Vulnerable under the IUCN Red List and protected under Schedule | of the Wildlife

Protection Act, 1972, its threats include accidental bycatch, habitat loss, and pollution.

India enforces turtle conservation through the Marine Fisheries Regulation Act and seasonal shing
bans.

Conservation efforts like Turtle Excluder Devices (TEDs) and coastal monitoring are crucial for Olive
Ridley protection.
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play women -

For centuries, men in Maharashtras Sindhudiirg region and par: nonhcm(.u.|

have been playing women characters in Dashavataf perforfiancestiatte!l storiS .
of Indian mythology. Purnima Sah talks {0 thefii to tinderstand e complexities of"
their identities on and off stage, and their challénges in their rolesand in Society

Men apply moke- o

! ! Karnataka's Yakshagana performances and felt
Forasociety | the need to promote mythological stories in
that has Maharashtra.
placed men Eight brothers split into different locations
ndwomen | #nd formed Dashavatar companies. Gore, who
8 funs Balkishea Gore Dashaatar Ntya Mandl,
claims, “Those days Dashavatar was
formed by Brahmins, but aftr the dulh ol e
brothers, the Devli community (al
Devadas, considered loweaste people. who

arap village of Kudal taluka in Sindhu
dung district, Maharashtra, is bustling.
It the evening, and the lanes are alive
h Marathi_devotional songs and
stals seling toys and vada-pay, shakkarpara and
Khaja. The village temple and its surroundings
are lit up with twinkling lights. The fragrance of
night jastine and incense is in the a

30 p.m.,the Dashavatar artistes gather at
Samis Tendolkar's house for dinner, Samis s the
owner of the Tendolkar Paramparik Dashavatar
Natya andsl, a heatre company thathas been

800-year-old Ganesha mukhavata (face masks)
used by his ancestors. He says his forefathers saw

certain
identity, we
have along
way o go
before

for the past 40 years. .—\Ihrunmthldn
i e o et .t o i
the temple, a kilometre or so away.

green room, behind i ains of the concrete
stage, they get ready for the show that will begin | People see

i allve? Two years s, Cose i a o
men's Dashavatar group, but participation and
acceptance have been low.

A wom

on stage

atmidnight artistesas | The night grows deeper in Zarap. Omprakash,
Anses pray 10 8 pear, 3 box where the | justaristes | who says he hus performed i over 8,000 rens
props used in the show, including the Gane PprasaNt | tions across 40 years, cleans his face with water,

Taask, are stored. Gancsha s the god of uph. | ‘enpetand

cious beginnings. Then, they sit in a row next to | Disbavatar arsse
each other with a mirror placed over their iron
recks ot hldcovumes, bl and make U -
candescent light bulbs hang over the
fiw hilre from the vilage squecae themseives
ontoa cloth mat and watch two of the men trans
form ok e characers bal

puts on moisturiser, then layers it with founda:

tion, lipstick on his cheeks for blush, and powd-

ers the whole look into place. He carefully wears

eyeliner, kajal, mascara,

brows using a kalal pencl. He combs his shou

derllength lack curl har o pla

“When I performed the i\hd\«lhr at Mum
fospital 25 years ago, the organisers had

is eye

Omprakash | m Amdos village, hired professional make .p mmu That s
playing Rani s..uum, acharactr i her 20, when I realised how make- pls dnm: 1
play from the $ > 8 fext conaidered would use powdered colou with Mcr

scred by the Ilmdm Ganpat Ankush Mol o palnt my face” Omiprakash ays, .nldmglml
Kar, 52, from Mochemad

old woman, a pregnant woman, a young bride, a
queen, Draupadi and many more. He modulates
his voice, pitching it higher, making movements
that are fluid, to mimic a woman's voice.

Once he wears  blouse, Omprakash covers his
chest with a piece of cloth to finish hair and jewel
lery, before draping the sari. “I grew up around
my mother and ave watched Pranal s wif).

ciety’s definition, men are suppose
mmpm g But women have layers of
emotions use when required. I was very
erin A Th > rhormed frst 2 1 was avare
Bow socey percsies & wan dressog 2 8 vo-
. he s

£e
£

bangles
in a happy

s he sl on greco s
it mgeweech xtioe s el
married lfe.

He has been married 32 years now, and Pr
is an ASHA (\ccredited Social Health Activists)
worker. They have two sons and a daughter.
From being childhood riends to falling in love,
Pranali has seen her husband's journey. *
always loved watching him get dressed and per

rm. | tell people

my husband is

than 1 am," she

says at their home
before he sets
for the

By soclety’s definition,
men are supposed 1o be
hottempered. strong.

performance
Butwomen havelayers  PEpIIRRE
ofemotions that they—— own challenges.
use when required She s often bullied

%'

Iwwneumdmnl famer Shes ﬂmmn in st usel. 7 Hewas 10 when be i watched
the play, who later saves the queen’s lfe. 10 he durvanchi judi, a Marat

Dashiovatar I  form of theatee that reis on hschoa n i vilge. He dreamt nt rining
improvisation around a mythological narrative, as a professional actor, but the closest he could

and practitioners claim it has a history of a least
800 years in Maharashtra’s Sindhudurg district
and northern Goa. Ever since it began, mey

- playing women's roles. The men are usually
farmers or small business owners or dally wage
Iabourers for some part of the year.

Gender blender
Every year, the Dashavatar season begins after
the paddy harvest, towards the end of the Nava
ratri fast in October and continues until May of
the following year.

“The plays are based on a clutch of stories of
the 10 incarnations of the Hindu god Vishnu: Mat-
sya (the fish), Kurma (the tortoise), Varaha (the
boan), Narasimha (the lion-man), Vamana (the
dwar, Rama from the Ramapand, Parashuram
han axe), Krishna (or his brocher Bal
T from the Mahabharala, Buddha, and Kalks

ar yet to come).

‘The temple authorities from villages offer con
tracts to Dashavatar theatre companies to per-
form during the annual fair, called jatra. The
‘companies sign up Dashavatar artistes through a
verbal contract that they will be touring and per-
forming ikt them for the seaso,
jurg, there are around 400 Dashava
o s o nich s 25 experienced men
play women characters. Prashant Tendolkar, 48,
who has been playing only male characters for
two decades, says, “For a society that has placed
men and women in two brackets with a certain
identity, we have a long way to go before people
see artstes as just artstes.”

He recalls instances when men who play wo-
men have difficulty finding a woman to marry

People question their gender identity whic
Hard o deal wih, Most want 0 play malecharac
ters seen as strong, powerful, and
dumnuum( prashant has a motoreyci seat cov
er shop in Tendoli village in Kudal ta

Dines Gore s an th genersion practoner,
ihw.ix

his family started the Da
sindhudurg. His house has what he

gt was Dashavatar, because it required no
irained acting. Al i needed was knowldge of

Do oo
loys women's ckes men's characters.
parents were

against our marriage. Most women don't find a
man whois sensitive and caln
Kaoh sl hormemad splces, sculpts clay idols

she says, Ompra

sonvin-Law. Shiva, the Hindu god of destruction,
had promised Dambhasur that no one would be
able to kill him except his sonvin-law. So, the de-
mon would kill every daughter born to him and
his wife. However, his daughter, Rani Sukhanti,
was rescued and she married Sukant. Each play
has all the nine rasas, including anger, humour,
and sorrow. There is music with a harmonium, a
‘pakhawaj (a percussion instrument), and sym:
bols. Musicians it in a comer of the stag

‘The bench on the stage changes its role de-
pendig o eyl of e chdack 45

h At one point it is Mount Kai-
Tash, where Shiva resdes: a anothee, 1 the
edge of a well that Rani Sukhanti climbs onto, to
jump into the make-believe water. Ladkya, the
comic, limbs up to rescue her and they both fall
off the bench, behind the curtain that separates
the green room and the stage.

‘The audience is so impressed by the perfor-
mance that they offer cash (bakshish) ranging
from 25010 22,000, People walk up to hand over
money to an actor, who stops for a second, col-
lects it, and carries

The' three-hour-ong show runs without a

or artistes like Omprakash get
21000 per st s 1 trokpe head, distri
butes the bakshish aft

People love 0mr‘mh.~hs ‘ertormance and
the menton of his name bings a god crowd

r, who admits that there isn't enough
e the busines 0 make  a fullime pro-
ession. “For one show we get around €,000
0000 rom the leluplr authoritie. 1 distibu
some amor

ot season” says Sair, whi 1 & mechunic and

nd a sense of

At#4, when his father pa
ook g all mgn o ks e sl
idols. Omprakash would draw science projects
for his classmates 1 ea in statonery, 0 keep
“1 il class

drinks
o e names, and a word
that means ‘drink’in Hind.

re two theories about why only men
perform in Dashavatar: one is based on the tale of
Lord Mo-

10, At19,  performed at the Dashavatar near our

village. 1 had two reasons to join: one to fill my

stomach and another, 1o act” he says
Untilabout 30 ye:

hini, a female avatar to outsmart the demons,
‘The other is that menstruation restricts women
from particpating in any elgous events.” says
omy

The future
shan Chavare, Director of Maharash
tra's Cultural Affairs Department
the last 15 years, the Stale government has been
organising Dashavatar festivals at different loca
ions in the Konkan region. This year's festival is
ross anary and February.
o0 March arthe

few cloths in a bedsheet and travel with theatre
companies for six months, sleep in temples an
move tothe next locatlon on oot Omprabash's
ance was of Vatsala, the daughter of
Bilara. The Walsvllar Dichamtas copu
which is over 100 years old, liked his work and
0Bered hima twoyear contrac
Later, he joined Naik Mochemadkar Dashava
tar company and performed with them for 29
years. Omprakash says he has played a 20-year-

yard) sari, g

The stars shine bright
e the g e dasterand the s et clarer
inthe open sky,esientsofZarapad nearby vl
ages gacher at the temple ground. They si on
pasicsheets and wrap theenseivesin shavs &
watch the show.

This Dashavatar revolves around Dambhasur,
a demon king, who wants to kill Raja Sukant, his

ing cltoral xchanges,
formed in Odisha. “Mal
formsand e o oly sl o o e g ague.”
Chavare says.
“There are more than 70 troupes who perform
Dashavatar. Our aim is t0 preserve and promote
the art form by organising such festivals that are
completely funded by the government.” he says
He adds that the government offers an honorark
1am f 60,000 pe troupe along wih g and
lr.«wl expenses. “The State government also
s 5,000 monthly o ariies above S0°

 acprabash hak nvr beci s pat of o govees
ment initiative. In fact, he worries that the art
form may be dying. It began when television
came to the village, about 30 years ago, he re
counts. “Today there are several distractions, It is
not the fault of the audience if they lose interest
in Dashavatar. It is up o us to keep them coming
beck o o perforamces” e Ouprakady
who refuses 10 oin social media 10 promote
tar. *Only those looking for validation
u«d ~nﬂ| « mh

and Pranals home, set n e
e u’upﬂ) land, the walls are covered with
Dhotographa of perfarcaances. There are detes
and awards next to each other on a table. In one

of the wooden cupboards with 4 glass front are a
few props. One is a baby wrapped in a cloth,
“When | play the role of a mother, I cary this doll
with me;” Omprakash says

® Dashavatar is a traditional theatre form from Maharashtra’s Sindhudurg district and northern Goa,
rooted in Hindu mythology.

® |t has been performed for over 800 years and depicts the ten avatars of Vishnu.

®» The performances take place after the paddy harvest until May, coinciding with village fairs (jatras).
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Only men traditionally perform, even in female roles, due to cultural beliefs.

The form involves improvisation, music, and symbolic props. Artistes, often farmers or small traders,
rely on Dashavatar for supplementary income.

Despite evolving social norms, gender perceptions around the performances remain signicant,
inuencing societal acceptance of actors playing female roles.



GEO IAS

—=I{'s about quality=

Daily News Analysis

Page : 06 Editorial Analysis
Technology and the challenge of equitable education

a time of education activities on a mass scale.

But results from the nationwide Annual
Status of Education Report (ASER) surveys of that
period indicated that while enrolment and
infrastructure indicators showed a rush to
schools, learning indicators pointed to no change.
At the same time, computers, mobile phones,
and digital technology were making waves. It was
a time of many possibilities and promises with
digital solutions and businesses. However, it was
when the COVID-19 pandemic struck that the
digital revolution hit the ground in rural India.
This is reflected very well in ASER data.

l n India, the 1990s and the early 2000s were

5
Madhav Chavan

is a co-founder
of Pratham

Smartphone use and rural households

In 2018, nearly 90% of rural households had
simple mobile phones and 36% had
smartphones. In 2022, the proportion of
households with smartphones had risen to over
74% and, according to ASER 2024, it has grown
further to 84% this year. While the percentage of
children who have access to a smartphone at
home is nearing saturation, the proportion of
children aged between 14 and 16 years who own a
smartphone has risen from 19% to about 31%
within a year.

It is not clear from the ASER data whether
mothers of young children have their own
phones. This ownership of smartphones is
important when it comes to use in supporting
young children’s learning and their own learning.

The main use of smartphones during the

India lacks a
road map in the

pandemic period was that of a carrier of texts, field of
worksheets, and videos, which were a substitute education that
for textbooks. Virtual training sessions had allows the
become common too. As the pandemic faded promise of

away, the digital skills learned during the period
sustained, although some of the practices became
less important and a new excitement began to
build around artificial intelligence (AI).

The best promise of the digital revolution was,

technology to
be harnessed
for those who
need it the most

to this writer, in the open and continuing
education domain for the underprivileged. The
need and the possibilities in India are
tremendous. For example, at this time, over 40%
mothers of schoolchildren are not schooled or
have completed school less than class five. Nearly
another 40% are schooled between class six and
class 10, and the remaining have completed class
10. Educating mothers so that they can help
children is an investment India should make to
accelerate and strengthen the education of
children.

Over the past 30 years, we have lived through
the computer, the Internet, and mobile
revolutions, and we are now looking at AL With
every new wave of technology, there is new hope
and talk of revolutionising education. By the time
the technology becomes affordable, something
new and exciting for the privileged shows up on
the horizon, but technology has not delivered on
its promise where the education of the
underprivileged is concerned. One of the biggest
constraints is the availability of devices.

But, as ASER 2024 data show, availability of
individually owned smartphones is going to be
less and less of a constraint. Most rural
households already have a smartphone. Getting a
second phone may be easier for many families in
times to come.

No language barrier
Hardware, without a doubt, is becoming easily
available. Language used to be a major
impediment. It is not so any more. Writing or
dictation in local languages is now possible.
Translation from one language to another is easy.
All the tools needed for learning are accessible, if
you know what to access, where, and how. But
what if there was one place in a village — let us
call it school — where questions of what, where,
and how were answered by an intelligent device?
Access to schools is complete. But school

(LTI P Social Justice - Education

¥ : Discuss the role of digital technology in enhancing
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attendance is still a problem. In a village or a
community, some children go to a private school,
some to a government school, others to private
classes and some do not go to school at all. This is
somewhat of a chaotic situation at the level of the
village and also at the larger community level,
which reflects in the quality of learning in
schools.

During the pandemic, in many villages of
Maharashtra, a learning programme was
broadcast from a vantage point. It should be
possible to work out a curriculum and broadcast
schedule in villages so that group learning can be
organised. Organising new schools in this manner
should be possible, although, initially, there may
not be many takers.

Every civilisation has created its own schooling
system over the last 5,000 years. Teachers and
methods in one education system did not work in
another, the curriculum in one country was not a
good fit in another. That was because civilisations
were separated by time, space, culture, and
technology. The age of empires and colonialism
started integrating civilisations. Although
separated by national boundaries, countries
today are integrated by science and technology.
Education too is an integrating factor. But so is
profit. Every technological innovation, barring
those promoted by philanthropists as public
goods, has to look for a “for-profit market’. Where
profits cannot be made, innovations find limited
use.

The prediction that hardware and devices
would become inexpensive has come true but the
need for a higher order and bigger hardware is
growing with the innovations of AT. Will
philanthropic investments be enough to help
universalise the innovations that could
revolutionise education? As a country, India
needs to come up with a road map that allows the
promise of technology to be harnessed for the
benefit of those who need it the most.

education in rural India. What chaIIenges remain in ensuring

outcomes? (250 Words /15 marks)
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Context:

»
»

The expansion of digital technology in rural India, especially post-COVID-19, has improved education accessibility.
However, challenges remain in equitable learning and effective digital integration.

Education Trends in the 1990s and Early 2000s

»
»
»
»

The 1990s and early 2000s saw a large-scale expansion of education in India.

Reports from ASER surveys of that time showed increased enrolment and infrastructure development.
However, learning levels remained unchanged despite more children going to school.

Meanwhile, digital technology, mobile phones, and computers were gaining prominence.

Impact of COVID-19 on Digital Learning

LA 2R 2R B 2

The digital revolution in rural India truly gained momentum during the COVID-19 pandemic.

ASER data reects this shift, showing an increase in smartphone usage in rural households.

Before the pandemic, in 2018, about 36% of rural households had smartphones.

By 2022, this gure rose to 74%, and by 2024, it reached 84%.

The proportion of children aged 14 to 16 who personally own a smartphone increased from 19% to 31% in just one
year.

Smartphone Usage for Education
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Smartphones were mainly used during the pandemic to access worksheets, videos, and online classes.

Virtual training sessions became common for students and teachers.

Even after the pandemic, the digital skills learned during that time have continued to be useful.

However, it remains unclear whether mothers of young children own smartphones, which is important for supporting
children’s learning.

Opportunities for Digital Education in India

L0 2R 2R 2R 2R

A signicant opportunity lies in open and continuing education for underprivileged communities.

Many mothers of schoolchildren have little formal education:

Over 40% have either no schooling or have studied less than Class 5.

Another 40% have completed between Class 6 and Class 10.

The remaining have nished Class 10.

Educating mothers would enhance their ability to support their children’s learning, making this a valuable investment.

Challenges in Digital Learning for the Underprivileged

449

Despite multiple technological advancements, education for the underprivileged has not signicantly improved.
A major barrier has been the availability of personal devices.

However, ASER 2024 data suggests that smartphone ownership is increasing, reducing this limitation.

More families may nd it easier to purchase a second phone in the near future.
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Breaking Language Barriers in Education

® Hardware has become more accessible, and language barriers are decreasing.
B Local language dictation and translation tools now make learning easier.
®» The challenge remains in guiding students on what, where, and how to access learning resources.

Issues with School Attendance and Learning Quality

®  While most children have access to schools, attendance remains inconsistent.

® Villages have a mix of children attending private schools, government schools, or private classes, while some do not
attend school at all.

® This results in uneven learning outcomes.

®» During the pandemic, villages in Maharashtra broadcast learning programs to students.

®» A similar model could be used to organize group learning in rural communities.

Evolution of Education Systems

® Historically, each civilization developed its own education system.

® Colonialism and globalization integrated these systems.

®» Today, technology and science further connect education systems across countries.

®» However, technological advancements are often driven by prot, limiting their availability to underprivileged groups.

Conclusion

®» While hardware has become cheaper, Al and new technologies require higher-order devices.
® Philanthropic investments might help expand access to educational technology.
® India needs a well-planned strategy to ensure that technology benets those who need it most.




