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India, China worked hard
to save G-20: Jaishankar
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Suhasini Haidar
NEW DELHI

India and China have
“worked hard to preserve”
the G-20 organisation, said
External Affairs Minister S.
Jaishankar on Friday dur-
ing talks with Chinese Fo-
reign Minister Wang Yi on
the sidelines of the G20
Foreign Ministers’ meeting
in Johannesburg, South
Affrica.

In the half-hourlong
meeting where they dis-
cussed bilateral develop-
ments, including the situa-
tion on the Line of Actual
Control (LAC), Mr. Jaishan-
kar pointed out that both
countries are “members of
the G-20, SCO and BRICS”,
and had discussed “region-
al and global” issues.

“We should recognise
that in a polarised global
situation, our two coun-
tries have worked hard to
preserve and protect the
G-20 as an institution. This
in itself testifies to the im-
portance of international
cooperation,” Mr. Jaishan-
kar told Mr. Wang in his
opening remarks of the In-
dia-China meeting.

Going forward

Mr. Jaishankar said that he
hoped to take forward
talks on bilateral issues, in-
cluding the “management
of peace and tranquillity in
the border areas” as had
been discussed by National
Security Adviser Ajit Doval
and Foreign Secretary Vik-
ram Misri who have visited
Beijing in recent months
for talks.

“Such gatherings have
provided an opportunity
for our interaction even
when our ties were going
through a difficult phase,”
Mr. Jaishankar said, in a re-
ference to the bilateral ten-
sions over the deadly Gal-
wan clashes in 2020, and

Looking ahead: External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar with China's
Foreign Minister Wang Yi in Johannesburg. pTi

China’s aggression along
the LAC, in a significant in-
dicator the government is
putting the tensions in the
past tense.

MEA spokesperson
Randhir Jaiswal said that
the two leaders “reviewed
developments in a bilateral
relationship since their last
meeting in November” on
the sidelines of the G-20
summit in Brazil. They
specifically discussed the
resumption of the Kailash
Mansarovar  pilgrimage,
trans-border river talks,
flight connectivity, and fa-
cilitation of travel.

The references to the
multilateral organisations
by Mr. Jaishankar were also
pointed, given U.S. Presi-
dent Donald Trump’s re-
cent attack on the BRICS
grouping of emerging eco-
nomies, saying it was
“dead”, as well as U.S. Se-
cretary of State Marco Ru-
bio’s boycott of the G20
meeting in South Africa.

Mr. Jaishankar has also
met leaders of other BRICS
founder members, includ-
ing South African Presi-
dent Cyril Ramaphosa,
Russian Foreign Minister
Sergey Lavrov and Brazi-
lian Foreign Minister Mau-
ro Viera in Johannesburg.

While South Africa is host-
ing the G20 summit later
this year, Brazil will host
the BRICS summit, both of
which Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi is expected to
attend.

“As G-20 members, we
also must recognise that
multilateralism itself lies
deeply damaged,” Mr.
Jaishankar said at the G-20,
referring to the United Na-
tions. “More ‘plurilateral-
ism’ is required to plug glo-
bal deficits. International
cooperation itself must be
less opaque or unilateral.
And the global agenda can-
not be narrowed down to
the interests of a few,” he
added.

Next year’s G-20 summit
is due to be hosted by the
U.S., and recent comments
by the U.S. leadership have
cast doubts over the organ-
isation’s future.

Among other meetings
with his counterparts, Mr.
Jaishankar also took part at
the India-Australia-France
trilateral meeting in Johan-
nesburg at the Foreign Mi-
nister level. “Our three
countries have shared in-
terests in the Indo-Pacific
and the potential to streng-
then each other’s posi-
tion,” he wrote on X.
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Concept of sexual equality
must be part of syllabus: SC

Moral and ethical training, etiquette must be made part of the school syllabus, Justice Nagarathna

tells Union government, judge says parents must stop discrimination between daughter and son

Krishnadas Rajagopal
NEW DELHI

he Supreme Court
I on Friday told the
Centre that the

concept of sexual equality
and moral and ethical
training of how men
should behave with wo-
men respectfully must be-
come a part of school
syllabus.

“Moral and ethical train-
ing, etiquette must be
made part of the school
syllabus. There must be a
module to inculcate this in
schools at a very early age
for  children... Now,
schools do not have moral
education. Certain schools
have it, but the class is
usually cancelled and
some other subjects are ta-
ken,” Justice B.V. Nagarath-
na, heading a Bench com-
prising Justice S.C. Sharma,
observed.

Justice Nagarathna said
equality between daught-
ers and sons must start at
home. But, instead, dis-
crimination starts at home
with the parents.

“Parents are more fo-
cused on restraining their
daughters and not their
sons. The word ‘discrimi-

nation’ must go from our

vocabulary,” the
said.

The court was hearing a
writ petition filed by peti-
tioner-in-person and se-
nior advocate Aabad Pon-
da, who said the root cause
for the surge in rape cases
and incidents of crimes
against women was the
lack of education at the
basic level about equality
among the sexes.

judge

‘Tremendous strain’
“Fifty per cent of our pop-
ulation, women, are living
under tremendous strain
and insecurity. There is a
rise in the misogynistic
and barbaric attitude to-
wards women. Education
must start at the smallest
level to change the attitude
towards women,” Mr. Pon-
da submitted.

Hatel <IrTead 3 Whdl O Al THar Rie1 R 9 e

Parents are
more focused
on restraining their
daughters and not their
sons. The word
‘discrimination’ must go
from our vocabulary

) B.V.NAGARATHNA

Supreme Court judge

Justice Nagarathna
agreed that many social cir-
cles still believed that a wo-
man neither belonged to
her parents’ home nor the
inlaws’ home after mar-
riage.

Awareness that a wo-
man was independent, her
own person, and com-
manded respect and equal
treatment in society must
be inculcated in society,

the judge noted.
Justice Nagarathna said
environmental science

started being taught in
schools as a subject on the
orders of the Supreme
Court. Likewise, moral
education must become a
part of the school syllabus.

The court ordered the
government to place on re-
cord any measures taken
by it so far to include the
concept of sexual equality

in school syllabus.

Mr. Ponda’s plea also re-
commended using adver-
tisements and the visual
media for conveying zero
tolerance to rape.

“Awareness of the strin-
gent laws against rape
must be advertised in cine-
ma halls and in the media.
There is no point if the per-
son knows about these
laws after he is sentenced
to 20 years or is about to be
hung to death,” Mr. Ponda
argued. He said knee-jerk
reactions like making pun-
ishments harsher after a
gruesome crime was hard-
ly a solution.

Efforts to bridge the gap
The petition said efforts
have to be made to bridge
the gap between the law
and the understanding and
dissemination of the law to
the public.

“The need of identifying
the real cause of this crime
is the first requirement.
Once this is done, the next
step would be to try to find
measures to revolutionise
the male mindset in the
country amongst a large
portion of the populace
and instill in them the fear
of the law,” it said.
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A record 6.5 lakh Olive
Ridley turtles reach Odisha
beach for mass nesting

I W UgA & |

Satyasundar Barik
BHUBANESWAR

Wildlife enthusiasts are
thrilled as a record 6.5 lakh
Olive Ridley turtles have ar-
rived at the Rushikulya
beach in Ganjam district of
Odisha for mass nesting af-
ter a gap of two years.

“During 2023-24 and
2024-25, only sporadic
nestings were noticed
along Rushikulya. The last
major congregation was re-
corded in 2022-23,” Prem
Kumar Jha, Principal Chief
Conservator of Forests
(Wildlife), said. “It is hear-
tening to note that 6.5 lakh
turtles have congregated at
Rushikulya beach to lay
eggs this year. This has so
far been the highest num-
ber of turtles arriving along
Rushikulya beach,” he
said.

“Following the usual
pattern, the mass congre-

JARR $1 fazeyor:
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Mass congregation: Olive Ridley turtles are seen at the Rushikulya
beach in Ganjam district of Odisha. BISWARANJAN ROUT

gation of Olive Ridley tur-
tles at the Gahirmatha
mass nesting site along Od-
isha’s Kendrapara coast
typically occurs about a
week after nesting begins
at Rushikulya. We hope Ga-
hirmatha will witness a si-
milar congregation this
year as well,” Mr. Jha said.

Coast Guard help

The Indian Coast Guard
said its patrolling vessels
were regularly monitoring

the protected areas to pre-
vent human interference -
either from seaward
poaching or leisure activi-
ties. The Coast Guard, in
coordination with the fish-
eries and forest depart-
ments, is conducting ‘Op-
eration  Olivia’ from
November 1 last year to
protect the turtles. It will
continue till May 31. “The
operation has yielded posi-
tive results,” the agency
said.
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Converting court case backlogs into treasure troves

very Chief Justice of India coming into

office has the spectre of the legal

system’s backlog haunting him or her,

as does every senior and concerned
member of the higher judiciary. It is an ever
present phenomenon — currently, the Supreme
Court of India has 82,000 cases, the High Courts
over 62 lakh, and the lower courts close to five
crore. Nearly 50 lakh cases have been pending for
more than 10 years.

It is an adversarial system

It is not that our judges are not hard working or
efficient; the great majority of them are. But we
are a country with a vast population that is used
to thinking that the court will resolve disputes
with whoever it may be — neighbour,
shareholder, supplier, government, et al. We have
one of the lowest judge to population ratios — 21
judges for every million citizens. And we rely on
the adversarial system which means that virtually
every case sees multiple interim applications
during its passage, and plural appeals after the
first passage is crossed. We also have shortages of
infrastructure and capacity, in terms of brick and
mortar, and finance and human resources. Just
keeping the judiciary going on functional mode is
a Herculean task — so daunting by itself that
reform and restructure, while certainly the
subject of well meaning and some
well-thought-out initiatives, rarely gain the
prominence and push to make for system
game-changing.

Data governance is one field where sensible
classification will avoid repetitive engagement
and make for quicker disposal. Appointing retired
judges to serve in ad hoc capacity does help to
ameliorate the situation to a limited extent. Wider
perspective solutions would require a focus on
large swathes of litigation, for example, landlord
tenant disputes and cheque bouncing cases, to
see whether tweaking the law can make it less
than advantageous to have the matter taken to
court. Compensatory or even punitive costs are
commonly used abroad to deter frivolous or

P gaxdT | dfad ara

Sriram Panchu

is a senior advocate
and Founder
President,
Mediators India

The legal
system’s
haunting
backlog is a
problem with a
solution

India needs to
look at
mediation

unnecessary litigation. We use them rarely since
we prize access to justice and want to avoid
roadblocks.

The elephant in the room is of course the
government. Being a player in nearly half the
disputes coming to court, reform will be stunted
unless it learns to litigate less and becomes more
amenable to settlement options. There is hope on
this latter score, but for now, we move to another
possibility for reform.

This is the gigantic backlog, the enormous
waiting room, with its cavernous vaults and
storage shelves and racks bursting with the claims
for redress and justice of millions of citizens and
causes. Long stay here is by itself denial of justice.
Sometimes when the case is dusted for delivery
to the judge’s table, the cause is forgotten or less
crucial, or the original proponents are in another
world, hopefully a litigation free one. But it is this
spectre of unfinished business, a too obvious sign
of failure of delivery, that haunts judges. There is
nothing good about the backlog.

The pitch for mediation
But there may be. Unlikely as this may sound at
first, this may be yet another instance of a
problem masking a solution. Let us consider the
process of mediation. Nascent and fledgling in the
1990s, mediation started to make its mark in
2005 in India, primarily as an adjunct of the
court sector. Lawyer led and judge guided, it
provided the opportunity for disputants to sit
with a trained neutral, in an atmosphere of
confidentiality, with no one imposing a result;
just a bit of guidance and nudging to make the
parties come up with options for a practical, fair
and mutually acceptable solution. A focus on
long-term interests, some legal realism and a dose
of the rather grim alternatives to settlement
propel the shift from attacking the other to jointly
attacking the problem. The cases come from a
swathe of civil and commercial, personal and
property, and matrimonial and mercantile
disputes.

The results are encouraging. So too is the

» YR B B AT A <ifed A &) Een sgd e gl
» W HIE T 82,000 AT AId §, 8T8 DIc & 62 AT U TG A § AR Facl Sgrerdi § T Ui s

A B

B T 50 ARG A 10 I S 1T AT I dfad §1

ready adoption by the Bar of this alternative (now
christened as appropriate) method of dispute
resolution, as witnessed by the thousands of
willing mediators. It has now to move to
full-fledged professional avenues, drawing in
better usage from business, government and
other disputants, and in the process, providing
gainful remuneration to practitioners of this new
vocation. But certainly, mediation has caught on
in the judicial system, and there is hardly any
judge who does not speak of its merits and how it
is the way of the future.

Getting it to work

So, to get to the point, finally. For the judge the
backlog is a burden. For the mediator, it is a
treasure trove. In front of us, or rather hidden in
courtly dungeons, are the hundreds of cases
which just have to be assigned to mediators to
handle. And the mediators are there in sufficient
numbers and backed by years of experience. All it
needs is a simple system of primary identification
of these cases, asking parties to choose their
mediator or assigning them a trained and
experienced one, and ensuring that a reasonable
fee is paid for the service. When you compare the
cost of mediating a case, for the system and for
the parties, it is a fraction of litigating that case.
You do not need vast logistical and administrative
infrastructure, and you are saved multiple
hearings spread over indeterminable time spans.
Most cases in mediation take just a handful of
sessions; complex ones take more but this is
nothing when compared to the boxes of litigative
papers to deal with and the swallowing up of
calendars. And when it works, the results
achieved in mediation outweigh by far anything
you can get in litigation — not just a practical
solution which both parties accept, but often a
restoration of relationships.

So, perhaps it is time we take the keys,
rechristen our chamber of horrors as the birthing
place for mediations, and apply the principle by
which mediators live and work — turning the
problem into the opportunity for solution.
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» TORI URIET ARl & Y B TG §RT AR S WRTd fbar T 5|

AHEIAT SHANT &1 U HI A S dag I Thdl &

W HEORd Y &b STeR HIHa Bl 8 b SPali] b AR H gdl St B

» IR R 9 HH HA & g Ui gl & A 9 S 996 g

B YT GhaHao &I a1 H duf 3R T 8, 3P Ol Had & T I MTaadhdl gl 8|

B HaHam & [GURId, T8 SRR R &I T6Td Tl § AR TRWRS U J WG AT UM &l g
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Page : 06 Editorial Analysis
The US. visit, viewed through industry’s business lens

rime Minister Narendra Modi’s brief and

official working visit to the United States

last week was significant in many ways,
reiterating the strong bonds between the two
nations and igniting a new momentum in the
economic relationship. The visit was replete with
productive outcomes for industry of both sides,
with major announcements across trade,
defence, technology and energy.

From the perspective of Indian industry, the
initiatives announced are likely to help India itself
integrate more deeply into global supply chains,
boost its technology and innovation attainments,
and drive its participation in the defence
industrial sector.

is Director General,
Confederation of
Indian Industry

Towards a trade push

First, it is a pivotal decision that there was an
initiation of the first phase of a Bilateral Trade
Agreement (BTA) to reduce trade barriers and
streamline regulatory processes. Such an
agreement would encourage United States
companies to invest in India which would include
the purposes of plugging India into their supply
chains. The $500 billion trade target by 2030 is
ambitious but possible, potentially with sectoral
sub-targets and easier cross-border procedures.

Several measures have already been taken to
address tariffs on both sides. The mention of
exporting industrial goods from the U.S. to India
and labour-intensive products from India to the
U.S. as well as agricultural products highlights
that exports from both sides would be
encouraged. This is supported by the intention to
encourage greenfield investments, including by
Indian companies in the U.S.

The Confederation of Indian Industry (CII) had
endorsed this target in its report in 2020, and
believes that sectors such as IT, pharma,
garments and textiles, among several others,
would gain from the joint commitment to Mission
500.

While the U.S. market is already relatively open
to Indian exports, a well-structured BTA would be
mutually beneficial, particularly if it facilitates

The Prime
Minister’s brief
visit and the
announcements
made will add
momentum to
the India-US.
economic
relationship

GS Paper 02 ENISIRRIC

greater U.S. investment and technology transfers
to India.

A technology, defence and energy focus
Second, the U.S.-India Transforming the
Relationship Utilizing Strategic Technology
(TRUST) underscores the deepening strategic and
technological partnership between the two
nations and opens further avenues for private
sector cooperation with their governments and
academia. With a range of sectors identified such
as defence, artificial intelligence (Al),
semiconductors, quantum computing,
biotechnology, energy, and space, TRUST will
help foster closer innovation and technology
partnerships with U.S. tech giants. Additionally,
the INDUS Innovation initiative aims to accelerate
research and development in cutting-edge
sectors.

India is emerging as a key player in the Al
economy and the U.S.-India Roadmap on Al
Infrastructure is expected to attract investments
in data centres, computing power and Al models.
This initiative could enhance funding
opportunities for Indian startups in Al and
encourage significant investments in areas such
as fintech, healthtech, agritech and other
developmental solutions, not just for India but
also for the Global South.

Third, defence sector initiatives reinforce the
India-U.S. strategic partnership through
expanded technology transfers, joint production,
and industrial collaboration. The launch of a
10-year Framework for the U.S.-India Major
Defense Partnership this year signifies a
transformative shift in bilateral defence ties.
Agreements were reached for the co-production
of various systems which can promote indigenous
manufacturing, skill development, and economic
growth. With a potential for offset clauses, Indian
industry can gain hugely from the defence
agreements announced during the visit.

Fourth, energy cooperation was another
critical area of discussion, with a focus on
establishing long-term strategic linkages as India
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seeks to diversify its energy sources. The leaders
underscored the importance of increasing
hydrocarbon production to enhance global
energy stability and affordability. India’s Union
Budget 2025-26 commits to collaborating with the
private sector on the development of small
modular reactors (SMRs), wherein U.S.
companies will play a vital role in advancing this
capability. Given India’s ambitious net-zero
targets, the U.S., with its vast natural gas reserves,
can serve as a reliable energy supplier,
strengthening India’s energy security.

Fifth, the two countries have pledged to
further the India-Middle East-Europe Economic
Corridor (IMEC) through joint infrastructure
projects. With both countries entering into
plurilateral arrangements in these regions,
infrastructure creation could be fast-tracked, with
possible spin-offs for the participation of Indian
industry in railways, roadways, smart cities and
industrial zones. The mention of undersea cables
connecting India and the U.S. would give impetus
to India’s digital economy and services exports as
well.

Links in higher education

Sixth, on education, the leaders decided to boost
higher education institutional cooperation, which
includes setting up of campuses by leading U.S.
educational institutions in India. This would
bring comfort to Indian students. Legal mability
is expected to be streamlined as well.

Indian industry is committed to working with
both governments to maintain this momentum,
advocating pro-business policies and ensuring
industry feedback in implementation. With
collaborative spirit and sustained reform, the
benefits of this visit can be fully realised,
positioning India’s economy on a high-growth
trajectory. In sum, Mr. Modi’s U.S. visit, viewed
through industry’s business lens, is more than a
diplomatic success. It is a blueprint for India to
leverage global partnerships in becoming an
economic powerhouse, innovating and
prospering in tandem with its strategic ally.
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» TESIHE IAG Ig ¥ afyd SHoif fRRET 3R I # guR & & "eg frenh|
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