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Summer set to be warmer, but El Nino
unlikely during coming monsoon: IMD

Jacob Koshy
NEW DELHI

The India Meteorological
Department (IMD) has
“ruled out” the possibility
of an El Nino in the coming
southwest monsoon sea-
son this year.

An El Nino, character-
ised by a warming of the
central equatorial Pacific
Ocean, is frequently asso-
ciated with reduced mon-
soon rainfall in India.

“Based on the climate
forecasts, including inter-
national ones, we can rule
out El Nino for the mon-
soon. We will most likely
see neutral El Nino condi-
tions,” M. Mohapatra, Di-
rector-General, IMD, said
in a briefing on Monday.

In 2023, which was an El
Nino year, the monsoon
season saw a 6% deficit.

v fdg:

Climate forecast: IMD Director-General M. Mohapatra says there
will most likely be neutral El Nino conditions. THULASI KAKKAT

Last year witnessed an 8%
surplus as “neutral condi-
tions” prevailed.

An El Nino implies a
temperature rise between
0.5 degree Celsius to 1 de-
gree Celsius in the Central
Pacific. “Neutral” suggests
no such rise.

However there have
been instances when neu-

o T A SR AR o1 =i
o TA A SMRY T80 YHERW URNd TeNFR (Central Equatorial Pacific Ocean) & dTqa o

3f< 9 7, ST URa § AR v &) HHSIR HRA dTdl UHTd gidT ]

tral conditions have led to
below-normal rain in In-
dia. The IMD gives its first
forecast on monsoon rain-
fall in April.

‘Wait for April forecast’
“We will have to wait for
the April forecast to get a
sense of the monsoon rain-
fall this year,” said Mr.

Mohapatra.

Before the monsoon
kicks in, however, India
will be reeling under
“above normal” tempera-
tures during the summer
months.

From April to June, In-
dia on average reports four
to seven heatwave days,
defined as temperatures
exceeding 45 degrees Celsi-
us or greater-than-five-de-
grees rise from what’s nor-
mal in a region.

“Parts of eastern India
could potentially see 10
heatwave days this year,”
said Mr. Mohapatra.

In March, several parts
of central and southern In-
dia reported “above-nor-
mal” temperatures and
one of the potential rea-
sons was changes in cli-
mate due to “global warm-
ing”, said Mr. Mohapatra.
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o« a¥ 2023, S U U A1 98 T, YR T AT I H 6% BI HH Gol ! T3
. ETFITﬁ?, dey uRfufaar (neutral conditions), SEE Wﬁﬁéﬁsﬁuq@mw Tsﬁ?ﬁ?ﬂ,
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. mweﬁ?ﬁa’éﬁ'
A 2025 7 g 7 SR S0 YR & $© TR § W § S ITaH= g forar T g |
e IMD 7 30T ¥ A & g 31w TH &1 A TR 7, o WRdaR R gdf yRa § eifie
o1 & 91 gledd (@) &1 FHIEHT SdTs TS ¢ |
. ﬁzﬁa@ﬁ@ﬁaﬁm%wwaﬁwmﬂ%cﬁ&MQmw&héﬁw
dTYEE ¥ 5°C 3% B
.«  TAAY URadH & THTG:
. 9gd €ledd (o P fadr 3R 3gy Serarg IRad= & WY Yobd g
. |MDHﬁ$ﬁW@WWﬁWdMHHq@(*mqmﬂ%%@%qﬂ-ﬂa‘rﬁ
[CIFCE Ry |

. T IR Y N, TG YaeE, e Aaet SR Wy yonferdt # Sadrg-a=ten (climate-
resilient) ToIT AT & STARGHdT SWFR glal B

o Il ﬁ, foRiy =U ¥ Ydg1=fia &= & fou gic TRE WA (Heat Action Plans) &I 3R d%'
JOY-THY TR 303 HRAT A g |

o 3ATUST TR R G & 3T & T Wetes Saarg gaiqH Siid aad g

e

. TIY TA A BT 9 T Uh IHRIAD dobd @, bR o darodH qlc‘g%&gmﬂ@rw%%ﬂm‘dﬁ
IS g & Eri?r 34 FIATT (Climate Resilience) P 3R 3HfUH AT T B oId g

daddl SIarg & R § Hishg U, mw&nwhaughﬂﬂ 3R YIRS TR W 3R B
RO 8t 3 Sgn T I B 1.

Ques : "HRARI ARG U= TA 141 (EI Nifio) TUT AT 4T (La Nifia) & TGl B1 ¥ | T ENsO TRTRUTT HIRa
H quf &1 uRad-T=ierdT (rainfall variability) ) fp T PR THTAd HIal 22
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RISTT & Hifd (NEP) 2020 A FeAYH HT&RAT Ud HSIT JH (Foundational Literacy and Numeracy - FLN)
I T 3 MIYb Td IR-FHI1 Ay 1Y Wdfiresar aiftd fapan g1

. = IeT ¥ Y yRa fRE I v T, ot e a8 gRiEd a3 § T URA 31 e s=

HefT 2 TP Ugad-Ugdd §-ard!

Ug 3R TUMT &1 &HdT BTRIS B |

. TS H ASER 2024 F TIEUT T 3T TIee gl T UaT IadT § 3 ST TR W I8 Aeardsie Ay

g YR 31 §¢ W 2

NEP 2020 in the classroom, from policy to practice

frames the universal acquisition of

Foundational Literacy and Numeracy
(FLN) as an urgent national mission. Since the
release of the policy, the central and State
governments have put in enormous efforts into
programmes intended to meet the goal of
ensuring that every child acquires FLN by Class
two, the end of the newly designated
‘foundational stage’ of education for three to
eight year olds.

Findings from the nationwide Annual Status of
Education Report (ASER) 2024 survey that was
released recently provide some indicators of the
percolation of these policy pushes to individual
schools. For example, more than 80% of the
15,728 rural schools across the country that were
visited as a part of the survey reported having
received a directive from the government to
implement FLN activities for Classes one to three.
In over 75% of these schools, at least one teacher
had received in-person training on FLN.

T he National Education Policy (NEP) 2020

There is an awareness

A deep dive into 24 Class two classrooms in eight
States earlier this year provided glimpses of how
these changes are translating into practice on the
ground. The first conclusion that was clear from
observations of the teaching practice of these
teachers, and subsequent conversations with
them, is that the rationale for why FLN is
important appears to have been communicated
clearly and on scale.

In the eight States and in most of the schools
that the writers of this article visited, teachers
articulated this new focus and, for the most part,
approved of it. Aspects of the new approach that
required attitudinal shifts rather than new
pedagogical practices were visible in their
classrooms.

However, the challenges and opportunities

S W) |y e

Hifa & yfd SITRE®dr vd TRIR:
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Bhattacharjea

is the Director of
Research at
the ASER Centre

Shweta Bhutada

is the Senior Project
Lead at
the ASER Centre

Akanksha Bisht

is a Content and
Research Associate
at the ASER Centre

Observations
from 24
classrooms in
eight States
across India
point to
some change

facing teachers vary substantially, depending on
the local context. For example, a classroom that
comprises a large number of Class two students
with limited space to move about requires a
different approach than one with students from
several different grades sitting outdoors. Several
teachers said that they have limited opportunities
to identify and discuss these challenges during
training workshops. Creating spaces for practice,
discussion and adaptation may be the key to
increasing uptake.

Support for teachers
Consequently, post-training support systems to
teachers are of vital importance. Here, States
differ markedly in the amount and the type of
support that they provide. In some States, the
teachers we spoke to were unable to name any
form of support available to them post training.
In others, trainers were available to be consulted
if teachers wished to do so. In still others, regular
“monitoring” visits from officials ensured that the
focus on FLN was not lost, but the focus was on
compliance with data collection protocols rather
than teaching-learning in the classroom. In just a
couple of cases, teachers spoke about block- or
district-level officials actually demonstrating how
to do a particular activity in the classroom.
Without the space to practise and then adapt
the new methods and materials as needed,
teachers are often unable to make full use of the
guidelines and materials provided to them. For
example, even though the focus on using
teaching-learning materials (TLM) in the
classroom was clear to all the teachers, in every
case where some form of TLM was observed, it
was evident in ‘demonstration’ mode — meaning
that in all but one case it was the teacher using
the TLM, and not the students. Getting TLM into
students’ hands requires more thought and
flexibility, very often about practical, rather than

pedagogical, questions. For example, in States
where teachers are given funds to make their own
TLM rather than provided with ready-to-use kits,
teachers were worried about the material getting
damaged (torn or broken) as they would have to
remake them. Others had no space to store TLM
in the classroom, while the rest who had been
provided with TLM kits were unclear about how
and when to use them.

Issue of syllabus completion

Perhaps, most crucially, decisions on what and
how to teach are still based primarily on syllabus
completion. At the State level, continuous and
comprehensive evaluation (CCE) often takes the
form of formative and summative assessments of
curriculum content, conducted in traditional
pen-and-paper format. Although teachers in
several States talked about monthly FLN-specific
assessments, almost none spoke about using FLN
assessment results to inform their classroom
practice. Resolving the inherent contradiction
between ensuring universal FLN and syllabus
completion is a question that the system has yet
to reckon with in a systematic way.

There is little doubt that some things have
changed for the better since the rollout of
National Initiative for Proficiency in Reading with
Understanding and Numeracy (NIPUN) Bharat —
the mission that lays out detailed guidelines on
how FLN goals should be met on the ground and
adaptations across the country. The clear focus
on FLN and its resultant visibility in schools and
among teachers, is in itself a step forward. This is
reflected in the fact that for the first time since
the ASER survey began 20 years ago, learning
levels at the foundational stage have improved
across the country, a change mostly driven by
government schools. This focus must be
maintained in the years ahead to ensure that all
children in India acquire these basic skills.
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. TTHT 80% TTHIOT T@ @l = FLN TIAfafia &1 an] - & o TRt e U fave g
o 75% 9 3D %qzcﬁff S I HY U e A FLN TR T UiRrefon (In-person training) ferar g1
. IO WP B8 [P ifd SaR iR TR Afehaar qoied g |

el @ IeRIHS ufafearn:

o faftrs Irsai & Rre! 7 FLN &1 T8 WIHR axd gU Aifd & -4 By &1 90— faar g |
. ?&mﬁq&ﬁaﬁﬁ%wdsmeﬁzwmwdlﬁq&aﬁq%wé gTdife UgfavTd dearg sift Tfia

. iEpiad ¥ Y 39 deard &) Wipl e I R, S 18R GuRT @l g R
ARG HrT-ag- | gAifaar:

. fafay wem uRfufaar, O srafiies offs a1 w8l Ig-Femm (multi-grade) R1efor, auT ot gfarc
ST UM U I FLN & foharag § ST |

. et B Ufier & 91e SaRgs JganT Ud ARG &1 HH! ol ITHT Bl UsSdl g

. g ofRufadl & SR YUt o) YA @31 & oRevd g

. faftrs Ir=ai o Ufieror & a1g TganT iR R & TR § 9gd §T 3R 8, &3 g Hhad SfureH
(compliance) TR & &1 ST &I g, Rreor ugfa (pedagogy) IR &l

e dgd dhH fRIe/®t ol Bl Uy T (demonstrations) gl Arfee (mentoring) foradn % S G CRIEE
78701 & foTT Sfid 3MaRa® g

o TRIEor 3R Rreres e & de Fiavar 3t s g1

fRreror-SrferTH IR (TLM) T STt UahT:

o TRr&mr-siferm 9t (Teaching-Learning Materials - TLM) H¥d: fR1erp xdATT oRd ®©, faemef g,
fOrRg TUT-BTY (hands-on) WRa- & 3aER HfHd gld g

> mu%%ww gc-%e Td IUAnT o Wy faxn-fFen &t ot ot wen 4 Ifeg yrfiaRt & fag aren
94 I

. aﬁ%wﬁﬁf‘waﬁm (pedagogical intent) aﬁlﬁﬁmw%"l

UTeUHH S99 BT (Syllabus vs Skill) Tt faRTemyRit fRufa:
o T ol &t gt g8 7 o adam e vonelt IR [Ah™ @1 S UTeushd R R B

TTyfiesaT 3t 31
. e yomal oiaft o fawag Smenid g, FLN SIRTdl &1 T ¥ 3UHT 9gd HH 9aY 5|
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. Wﬁﬂmﬁfﬁwaﬁﬁwa&ﬂ(competency)%WHq?%qﬁmaﬂefﬁ
HAIH & |

Hifa BT yHTa 3R ST BT I
3§ dF B SUATRAr:
« ASER Wa&ull & fUsd &l gl & ugdl aR Headyd fR1&01 TR (foundational learning levels) o JUR

g3 gl
o FLN & UPR WR R WY WY Td IR 7=l el 81

ATAIH FUR:

. Rl F FARaR 98RT: T6 IR & uiiemr & sifafked, Fafird defi, g snenfd f1em (peer
learning), 3R o!-lldeili\ﬁcb Hc'(-‘%lr-l (demonstrations) &I'IHW%I

. W tr_gﬁrﬁm’r & IR e usfa: R wan RUfadl & o uR uredshd o fharaa o
NIRRT

. HAIHA worrent JYUR: d & ¥ gepr HEHED i (diagnostic assessments) S el
Uil B TR B

. TRrerei &1 afeaesor: JuTeH & TN SR TH-aRof # gt o W yeH @ 9|

. mﬁwﬂ@aﬁwﬁw S{UIcA P Sorg FRrefor giomdi (learning outcomes) uwhﬂ%uwrrm

e

NEP 2020 3R fAqur yra e 3 aogg Hfard eran sik uRfe 1fa ueq &t g, afe ardfds aladq
et Td faenfial & JIoERT & Srgual ¥ 81 Wya gl it 3R THH aRdfdedhdT & s $I gl DI Uled &
fog ATl R dhfsa, uRfRUfadl & orfeu Td gurdl Riaon uEi SoAM &t Savadhdl ¢ | URINHS |fdhddl &
Y- 7GR FTRINT TgaT Bl oRevd g |

uy: ydfie faemeal @ ﬁﬁ'q'ﬁﬁ HI&RdT !II! JBATHP T (Foundational Literacy and Numeracy) & HT:{‘J-f "

g1 e e 2020 (NEP 2020) & FraTaT= F1 gHIfaAT TR T4f FIRTYI (250 TeT)
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YR a¥ 2026 H GUEIT Hic) ! G-I U= T HaeTHdbs AUdb (constitutional freeze) %W@ﬁ%?ﬂ‘qw
I &1 AT B3 o 8T 8 | URITHET (Delimitation), ST BfAgTRI% U ¥ had SHRReAT W& TR

3TeRE ¥aT 2, FIRwa afaiT HRa & ed 8 e fiidT S P <@ B
. g foiar cféoht el O see 9fg &t didfl ) &1 gam § It Il § S4fdd SHeHT gfg b R,
et ufaffic & ol Bt SmeieT 3 It B

Thinking beyond population count

he discourse on
delimitation and
financial devolution has
caused an uproar in
Parliament and some State
Assemblies and poses a threat to
the federal character of our
nation. The development divide in
India has its own derivative on the
demographic divide which needs
recognition in the calculus of
delimitation and financial
devolution. The expiry of the
constitutional freeze on the
number of parliamentary seats is
very near and has generated
anxiety with regard to the political
representation of peninsular
States and those in the north.

The history of the delimitation
exercise in India during 195171
indicates that the number of Lok
Sabha seats was increased in
response to the population
increase that resulted in the
population representation per
seat. This rose from 7.3 lakh
population per Lok Sabha seat in
1951 to 10.1 lakh population per
seat in 1971 when the total number
of seats reached the current size of
543. The freeze in this number
since 1971 extends till 2026.
Considering the trend of
increasing the number of seats
with the rising population, the
total number of seats in
accordance with the projected
population size in 2026 amounts
to 753 and the population
representation per seat will be
around 20 lakh. With this ratio,
the reduced share of population in
peninsular States may well be
represented by a fewer number of
seats when compared with States
such as Madhya Pradesh, Uttar
Pradesh, Bihar and others, which
are lagging behind on
demographic progress.

Political representation

This anxiety about political
representation is genuine and was
first confronted by the 15th
Finance Commission when the
population weight in the
devolution exercise was
substituted by 2011 data in place of
the 1971 data. The Commission

e a1 & forg wewa ud fAfgand:
. WW(Federal Tensions):

S. Irudaya Rajan

Chair at the
International Institute
of Migration and
Development, Kerala

!

I i v

U.S. Mishra
Honorary Visiting
Professor at the
International Institute
of Migration and
Development, Kerala

The time has
come 0 go
beyond
population size
as the lone
vardstick of
allocation and
determination of
political
representation

suggested weightage to
demographic performance along
with population performance.
This revision increased the weight
of the population component from
0.15 to 0.27 and serves as a
balancer across States with a
greater population count and poor
demographic performances, and
States with a lower population
count and better demographic
performances.

The time has come to go
beyond population size as the lone
yardstick of allocation and
determination of political
representation. It is humorous to
hear the argument that the
southern States won't lose a single
seat in the delimitation exercise
while the northern States will gain
seats. There are multiple concerns
that need attention in this
delimitation exercise. The first is
whether every seat should have an
average representation of 20 lakh
population and therefore an upper
limit in the representational
strength needs to be adopted that
would ensure expansion of the
size of the Lok Sabha with the
rising population size of our
nation. However, the contention
lies in its regional distribution
without distorting representation
to an unacceptable level. A middle
path to be consiudered could be
population density instead of
absolute population numbers.
This is already the prevailing
convention of seats in the
north-east which is already
represented by a lower population
size when compared to the urban
centres of the country. Such an
alternative would perhaps work
out better given the fact that a
lower population size may well be
associated with a relatively greater
density and a greater population
size with a smaller density.
Further, even maintaining the
status quo may require a
proportionate rise in allocation of
seats once the overall target is
decided with an aggregate norm of
population representation per
seat.

The demographic wisdom
therefore is to think beyond

population count as a singular
yardstick of allocation or
devolution. In the devolution
exercise carried out by the 15th
Finance Commission, these
aspects were debated and a
middle path was worked out that
led to the introduction of
demographic performance in the
population component. Another
sincere caution as regard to the
population-based reading of any
outcome needs a consideration of
its characteristics and
composition. The proposed
exercise of delimitation and
allocation would not escape this
feature given the complexity of
gender- and caste-based
reservation of the said allocation.
In each and every sphere, the
population-based standardisation
has been on its gross count leading
to a per capita measure which is
often quite misleading. This is
getting adopted on a wider scale in
the current SDG environment of
generating indicators
indiscriminately. We name it as
per-capita hangover that does not
enable scientific comparison
(temporal or cross-sectional) of
the state of affairs. The
characteristic and composition of
population remains paramount in
the assessment of needs and
entitlements on the one hand and
rights and privileges on the other.
Hence, a raw population count
being in the denominator without
accommodating characteristic
differences assumes equal for
unequals.

A demographic outlook

A demographic reading of a
population therefore involves
recognition of all potential
characteristics and attributes to
weigh them and differentiate while
making any comparative construct
involving population count.
Population is beyond a mere head
count on issues of representation
and allocation which is largely
overlooked in common practice.
Therefore, a demographic outlook
remains the key to resolving the
prevailing debates and
controversies.

. orFifde Ufifia sifties SHEe are I IUl, SR ITR Uex R fIgR 3 3R g 9,

T A § o 31 AHhdl g
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o TN cfeft T Bl SER THING-3Me 3R SHYIRSAS T JuATRRI & Sdulg JoHiad U
3 BRI IR HEqy & &1 Gl g |
. mﬂ—c{ﬁ (Historical Context):
e 19519 1971 % o, AIHIYT T B ST TS g &b IY-T1Y §gait w1 | 1971 % 916 4, Hiel
&1 U= 543 W IRR B
o T TAAF SAHIHT SFER 3G & SR 2026 H URIATHA T Ta1, @ W9e &1 ¢ Teax
TATHT 753 Bl Taball &, R 31feres SIiRen aral Isdl o1 UfafAfRied SruTaee 0 § 56 S|

SR e SRR F R

o  SHGIRIADY faHTSH (Demographic Divide):
. I I H SFRRET ) Sifee B, Afth 3! IrHToTe-3fie Ud SHuiRege g fRufa HEeiR
(S UST &%, HH T1&Rd) 8|
. 39& fqudid, SRR Il A SR fasmrarers uRom giiid fu &, S 3! Sie gfg i
L
o HVHT JTH TUIGTT b[ [ddlq (Quality vs Quantity Debate):
.« Had SRS AT B ATYR WR Ui et B S v-a, reRdr WR, dfiie g,
ST TR 3R FTHIfoTe- 3T Wi S UM e BRI ! ToR3feTs HRal g |
i fdd BT HR" (Per Capita Hangover):
. Ui A SMYR WR foxiTa 3frde a1 Aeiie Uit srafdie FiRdr, sHeen &1 faftrearsit
3R Sfeaarsii &1 I0e et &, S o SRHMT ! THHA & U H Td Bl g |

HTfad FHTYTH Ue fadeu:

o OHES 9@ TG ufaffera (Density-Based Representation):
o UH $d ST B TOT SHERT g (U a7 fhaiie” AT o W) 1 URITHET @7 SR
ST ST bl §, ol STR-Ydl ol | fpar T g |
. WT@JWWW (Demographic Performance Index):
w@ﬁumwﬁ&wwm%usﬁﬁﬁ&mﬂﬁms) Sl Y goi A &,
e 18 3R WaTRg GRuTH aTel Iod! &1 JREhd HR adhdl g |
. g H UIMTHD HRh (Qualitative Factors):
. OREHA 3o & dffte Iqaq, sifa smetla ufafAfia sk arioie-3fie dahde! o 2nha
BT, Had GBI MTRG UfafAfa I 3 STepR AR 3R <araETa AeHifde wfafafia

g by

3T BT IRT

. b Jemes ufaffia w srufia =P sioam 3 faerg & yar o Iuam grf ok 399 Iy
AT HHSR g1 | aREHA 3R foxftg sirded # undis SR HR®| &1 THGR HRAT ATTTH
g, For Ieiifae =g oIk fasrTes T aFl g el
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o HRd U A die Td T gl &1 Iad Use aHl R b ofd SR ot sifedarati ud fafirerarait
DI g3 TRE I WHR fhar S|

- uvescHTIWRgme@EOY
Ques: "Had SIS Bl IS-Ifae ufafafiea o1 fAeizor 78 w3 =ifde 1" 4Rd A mmHt uRRftaa & ded A g
DY BT HHTAIATHD Jedid- BIog|
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Why are tensions high in the Arctic?

Who are the members of the Arctic Council? Why has the Arctic region become an area of interest now? What s the conflict around the Northwest Passage? How has
Russia made its presence known in the region?

Ice cold war

Arcticseaice h

‘The story so far:

The UK. has

intecst i he region.

na
concerns about escalating tensions
in the Aretic, warning that if eft
unchecked, they could eventually
spark conflict i the region.

What is happening?
The Arctic, the northernmost area of the
planet, has reniained argely solred for
centuries. However, as climate change
accelerstes the meling ofioe caps, nes
strategic opportunities are emerging for
global powers. Bencath the frozen
landscape iy untapped reserves of

wral resources such as fossi fuels, rarc:
carth clements, phosphates, and copper
as well as Jucrative fishing grounds.

Most of these resources are currently
inaccessible due to the year round ice:
barrier, but s climate change destroys
the Arctic environment, these resources
and nearby trade routes will become:
increasingly viable. Unlike the Antarctic,
\\I ch is demilit: and
mentally protected by dpdlﬂml
lmenn(mnal treaty, the Ar
P;,al ulﬂmanh andis pnm ity

© U.S. Pituffik Space Base
¢ Upgraded Early Warning Radar

© UEWRs: Solid-state, phased-array, all-weather, long-range
¥ radar, operatng n Ulra High Frequency Band /ﬁ
]

the strategic
K.(GIUK] gap, acrit

choke point for NATO's % naval defences

i gly strained. S
including Defence Committee of State
Duma member Andry

Gurulyor e
Hand of

canwhile, bscrverstats o e
AveicCouncl, Incoding ndi are
The

THE GIST

The Avetic, the northesnmast
area of the planet, has.

UK., for instance,

remained largely isolated for
centuries. H limat

Lm m m-. ‘a (UNCLOS). This allows

Maritime pat:

the Greenland-iceland-U K. (GIUK) gap, a
eritical choke paint for NATO's naval
defences. This passage is the only feasible
route for Russian submarines attempting
40 acces the Atneic o potentaly
disrupt NATO shipping in case of contlic
masing it a focal pint o Westen milary
planning.

ofice caps, new strategie
opportunities are emerging for
Flobal pawers.

Interest inthe Arcic urged
following a 2009 U,
Geological Sunvey report
cstimating that the region
heids L3% of the world's

somuch?

imm-«n in mu Arctic surged followinga . BSreenes.

logical Survey report -
esllnmmg hat the egion bolds 5% of - S
the world’s undiscovered oil reserves and [P RIGR ERR: o coasl
30% of|
Most o

Canaca,

seabed,making martime s ghly  Gren,Fn e,

arbours some

panies in the early 2020s.
many o these projects were ater

Rations form the Arctic Council
anintematianal body tasked
with protectiag the.
environment, conducting

im territorics in the region
dnd lJAI‘lﬂ)' ‘military infrastructure. In
recent years, overlapping maritime claims
and millcary posturing have exacerbated

tensions.

Who s in control?
“The various islands and coastal areas in
ic are controlled by eight

countries - Canada, Denmark (through

Greenland), Finland, Iceland,

Russia, Sweden, and
ese nations form the Arctic C

Intemational bodytasked

ent, conducti

%

international jurisdiction, ensuring
wigation.
According to UNCLOS, nations can
i claims 1o the seahed beyond
the 200-nauticak-mile EEZ if they can

i areais a matu
projongation of their continental shelf.
(Canada, Denmark, and Russia have all
submittd ovrlpping dims 0 the
Arctic seabed to Commission on
e it ofthe Continepua Sl
Despite these territorial declarations,
infrastructure in the Arctic remains
underdeveloped, with only a few
operational ports along the coast. Among
the Arctic Council members, Russia s the
only country with a significant fleet of
icebreakers, including one which is
nuclear-pawered, capable of navigating
hrough the egions treacherous sea ce.

for by
based out of Keflavik

Jan 2025; Russian
vessel

Sources 1SS, Geopaitical Honitor

New complications: 4 palar beo

Where do the tenslons aris
For manths,

Picture army-news 1

reported on S, President Donoid
rumps renewe ineret i acqiring
k. He ha

and embarked

pledged to bolster Greenland's security
ona tour of Furopean

NORDIC WARDE)
NATO Joint Expeditionary Force

1 Denmark 6 Sweden
2 Iceland 7 Finland
3 UK 8 Estonia
4 Nethertands 9 Latvia

5 Norway 10 Lithuania

©GRAPHIC NEWS

@ the Franz Jossf Land archiciagn in 2021, 47

passage part of its internal waters,
graniing it conirl oer navigation, while
m insist it falls under

concerns or US.

‘The melting of Arctic sea ice has also

prompted interest into the opening
Dew commercial trade routes. The
Northeast Passage, which runs along
Rusdas Arcc coast s pardculrly

for Chinese trade. This route,

qmcrnng from the Bering Strait
Norway, o redicethe marine
distance between East Asia and Europe
by approximately 8,000 ;«mme.m
compared to the traditional route th
the Suez Canal. Navigating
shipping through this passage could save
Refjing billions in transportation costs.
However, the so called Polar Silk Road
would require Russia fo, s Chinese
ships access to its Arctic rospect
Mokeon has s appreached s
caution.

‘What lics ahead?

iside from polilcl decraions and

mkn cmnlele sieps 10 asert thelr Arcic

ambi In 2007, Russia sent the MIR-1

subumm (o e North ol o plata
'h» sea Ih(‘ll heneath the

,\um |<e c:.p 5 lic deu\mmmuon

ofits presence .1m| mynhu

umuuum )uim mv,.l pm‘m mm

mdnmed slmegx unphnﬂolu ot hntc
securi

Ching has aiso seadily become more
vocal about is Arctic interests, declaring
itselfaNear-Arctic State" in 2018 and
planning the construction of its first
nuclear-powered icebreaker. Since
Sweden and Finland joined NATO
olloving Rss's vasion of Ukt he

ied

prewme atheregon. nnudmg
large-scale exercises near the Russian

order in Finland in 2024, Analysts have

‘Additionally, te
and

ions hetween the U.S.
da have risen following M.

chich
that any nation has freedom af na
in the Passage.

ymimwl out NATO's limited operational
spabilities in the raising concerns
St st imbalances o

4

annexing Canada i long
disputed the status of the Nordhwest
Passage, a potential Arctic shippi

Councl members. These mennbers, zpﬂn
from Russia,

nsions in
the meling rctc may soon s

|||llna|) base. In January, !o].lwdng o
Trump's renewed interest, Denmark's

ATHR® & &1 dgdr AT Ugw:
WP fdd TAT:
&gﬁﬂ?%%ﬁ%%ﬁaﬂuﬂn%

SITd §

S af¥yes Rl ) it R

that winds through Canada's Arctic
Archipelago. Ottawa considers the

dd SR 3R TTHT 30% WP 719 & QT HER 3fhicdh
- 3MYRIS TN & T sMaxaes gy TS (Rare Earth Minerals), fa=Ives Hicle # R #rm 7 U1g

Tl

the
Russian invasion of Ukraine, mlmlom
within the Council have become

H{mds.ﬂ. Snarski is an intern at The
Hindu.

Indigenous peoples in the
g




() THE &% HINDU

W S P

GEO IAS Daily News Analysis

¢ 9y AR 9rt:

. ﬁﬂﬂ?ﬁﬁ@[@ﬂﬂ—qﬁﬂﬁwortheast Passage Il Northern Sea Route) @@rzﬁ%wrm%wﬁgaq%
& S RY 3R TR & " a6 B AT 3R AN el Thd ¢ |
. Ui e 3fawR 3R Ffde FHIfIAT S TRgd % & |

3Thed P! AT FTRT: " AThicH tlﬁ'ﬂ?: (Arctic Council):

. 3G TW—HATST, STHG Eds & A1emd ), fhds, Msyds, Ald, ©F, WieT iR ARST—gRT
Tfed "3Mehfess uRue" 39 &F § Wad I, TafaRur TRemr 3R I snfeardt Tyt & 3ifrari
@1 T & T PRRA 51

. SfCTHRH & fauld (SRl Siaigy Wiy @ S=fiexur ufiefid ), sibfcs o Hgad Y IHut B I
(UNCLOS)UH@%,W%%WW@W%@H(EEZ)ﬁuiflﬁasﬂuaéWﬂa%%l

19 9 & T HRUL:

. g-—IISI, ST 3R T & a1 JGYH-Y0Ud HeTgud Ao &3 WR sifaaadt (overlapping) ard Iﬁq—c‘{
|
o IR-ufyHt At (Northwest Passage) IR faare: W’I@T%ﬁ 30 RS oI & P71 fex1 A % Sld
ARSI S ST STt & [T §, o ot -lae 1 PR 3|

=7 3R Yorifae nfafafimar:

. SMTHicH ¢=M, fIRITAR = 3R NATO SR GRT Fad! A= MAAfE | &1 2 S5 99 3g R fHu §
3R FH & 1Y Tgad T 3T f frar ]
. Wred 3R fds & NATO H M 9 A NATO A =9 &I Tiarsfi & Uy 3o+ ¥ IufUfa 9¢1 <t

2, o Yuriifares e oig T |
3nfd® 3R RS f2a:

o I W Bl FPde-3hied Isg” T fhar g, 3R "UieR Riced A" (Polar Silk Road) & HIEOH A
3{Tehfedh o HTATRS AN BT UMD IUTNT FH3AT I8l 5 |
. %ﬁ?ﬁgﬁﬁﬁ@%%@mﬁﬁ%@%&ﬁ%@@%%ﬁ%ﬁ-wﬂmﬁmﬁ
del ¥el |

= B YD




N, S =0 A

N E W

GEO IAS Daily News Analysis

. w,Wgwﬁww%@zomﬁwﬂw%www@nwwmm
TeRid e 9@ |

o TU U AR SIS (@6 dig- ard Sigiel) &1 981 8, foFH TRAT] Sl Janferd ogre off
M § | T8 T Pl bl SIAART § UMD Ay UGH Bl g

o ghd gG & 91 ©F SR Ui <=0 & g TG ST & B Ao | Hf T T 7, fora ufvg
& iR gai gfwd g1 T gl

TyTfad sifad iR gHTa:

. TGd ITPVT 3R Y &Y GTA1 b DR HTHICH SHARTP TN BI o1Tg T & & IHhal g
. TGTaRU1 BT ATt F &R0 A Siaary fRRAT & foiT Yhe Ias &R IHhdT |
. §Gd aIaT ¥ 3hfed & & snfearet gHerdl &) URUR® 3sifdeT 3R Tpfa Tebe o 3 Joha 2

3T B IE (G U 3R FHIYT):

. B A B AAGH BT SCIBICHT B a8 Th JFPU-fARIeh siaigha Wiy &t v
HIATI
. ﬁm-ﬁnfm%m (Confidence-Building Measures - CBMs): ﬁmm&hwﬁu&maﬁ@r%
1O ¥ TAqBm el &l HH BT
. gﬂﬂﬁﬁﬁ:W%ﬁW‘%WﬂWﬁ%Weﬁ?wﬁw AREEARYBIEC ||
|

e
Ud # UHid T SMbfeds & 3ol dffes Teant SR Tud & aRTg W WSl g1 Y-IIoHifdd, e iR
qafaRoig fodl & 0 & o, Shicd oI Wifdyul, Tdad iR THORN dfYd IRH &1 ATaRaHhdl § | Al o

31 arelt RRAT 39 a1d W R g1t fob srebfeas o1 fudic 9! & dier SRS Iqar fobait gfgwar sik
ISR & 1Y 3T gl o

WY: "STarg GRacd & HRUI &meﬁwwwmﬁ@awgwsﬂuﬁaﬁq% YIS

TTaT TR Tl I, T8 TE B gU b T8 ARSI ifd SR YREM BI ¥l THTAd FRAT 5 | (250 Teq)




€ AgR HINDU

GEOIAS Daily News Analysis
Places In News : SRR =Sl SIHARUY

FAlchd PR & TEIRRI USig AHARVY & g o9 A 3ffearit a g9 & fAvfg | yaiaor
TRequr, et SiferRY 3k ATa-a=ueia Tuy Heelh 959 3= &8 2|

Kittur esa’.&:pﬁ
=/ " gBhimgad Wildlife aé_rgd} agégdea
Calangute Mhadsel WI:dllfeo Sanctuary
- anctua
Panaji ry Londa Dharwad
. 748 einomEe (mplefap]e]
asco )
Cama Bhagwan 25 Hubli :
Mahavir Haliyal LS IAL)
Wildlife 29030 =PV
Margao Sanctuary Dandeli Mishrikot
oordee) 0B Best
48
Anshi AH47
Canacona . Mundagod
Yellapur g
National Park s Svo@R e
66
Karwar =
plerAple] Hangal
TR 99og JIYIRUY & R | BRI

. ffS: 78 S1vaRvg FHled & HieT fora H Tfdd g1e (Western Ghats) & HiaR G B
. UiRffae! vg<a: a8 %Wﬂ@nwﬂ (Nagarhole National Park) 3R arTS g=goitd
3YURUY (Wayanad Wildlife Sanctuary) % S g-0wiid] & SHTaNTHA & 1T U Heeayul urikiRufet

(ecological corridor) %I
yimifere fRufa va fawars:

. T8 UIRUY STGe I TIHT 250 fhaier & g R [T g, 3R DT 99 &7 & o $Hd Udd
RraR "SR ¥ forar M g

. YA DI 5 G, 1974 BT U Mgl g ufa 3R Sfig-sigsii & TR ¥g U WA & (Protected
Area) TS fovam T T




[€) THE 3@ HINDU

GEO IAS Daily News Analysis

. T5I & Y IGIEER U9 3HG-UalEeR av, 91 & Ha a1 ] aF (Shola Forests) oI TTRIRUf®T =l
T fireex ot g, S fafiret sremfol & e Sugert S1ar UeH &xd g |

Tgfaar (Flora):

. ?ﬁaﬁﬁwﬁﬁmﬁﬁw&ﬂ%ﬁaﬂﬁ?méﬁmﬁ%mwa@@a
|
. fafay grgfaar sMe a=aeiia UeTfaal & fore HieH, 31eR iR Ui Rid UeH Hal g |

Trﬂir-\_riﬂ (Fauna):

m Siia (Carnivores): dY (Tiger), SiTct foeett (Jungle Cat), é‘g’&n foeett (Leopard Cat), ST
% (Wild Dogs TT Dhole), HTe (Sloth Bear)
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o MR T4 3 L'I'I?[elﬁ (Primates): <1d-- S HPID (Lion-tailed Macaque) i FI"R (Nilgiri
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An 1JS is an idea whose time has come

ver the past few days, social media has
0 been awash with several memes. Of

these, there is one that appears to be the
best — “For the first time, a fire brigade has

ignited more fire than what it extinguished.” The
fact is the fire is still raging.

Disturbing incidents

There are no marks for guessing what the
incident being referred to is — the recent and
shocking discovery by the Delhi fire brigade of
half-burnt currency notes while putting out a fire
that broke out in the official residence of a Delhi
High Court Judge. One hopes that the internal
inquiry that has been ordered by the Chief Justice
of India will be completed early and its findings
made public. The judge in the eye of the storm
has been repatriated to his parent High Court.
Any other public servant would have faced a first
information report followed by an investigation.
Many may recall the case of a former CJI who
included himself as a member of the inquiry
committee that had been constituted to probe a
complaint of sexual harassment that had been
lodged by a court staff against the CJI. This led to
such public outrage that the CJI had to opt out.

Whatever be the resulting convulsions and
discomfort in the judicial system, this disturbing
episode has drawn attention to an issue which
everybody knew but maintained a discreet
silence about for various reasons.

That this incident has happened just after two
recent developments has not helped matters. In
the first instance, the Supreme Court of India
took objection to an order passed by the Lokpal
taking cognisance of a complaint of corruption
against a High Court Judge and referred it to the
CJI. The Court has taken suo motu notice of this
‘disturbing’ order, as in its view, the Lokpal has
no jurisdiction to act upon complaints against
judges. The matter is before the Court.

Irrespective of the final verdict, it has once
again sharpened the focus on judicial
accountability, raising questions about the
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An exclusive
all-India
selection
process will
address the
need to open
the doors of the
judiciary to
meritorious
candidates

effectiveness and the transparency of its internal
inquiry mechanism.

The second instance happens to be a repulsive
order passed by a High Court Judge wherein the
Lordship was of the view that grabbing body
parts of a minor girl and ‘breaking the strings of
her pyjama’ were not enough to charge an
accused with the offence of rape or attempt to
rape. Mercifully, this obnoxious order has been
stayed by the Supreme Court, due to its “total
lack of sensitivity”.

What is the common factor in these three
cases that involve High Court Judges? The answer
is that all the judges have passed through the
existing system of selection by the Collegium of
Judges. This is a selection process that has drawn
criticism on and off for many years, because of its
opaque nature and the stranglehold of a few
famnilies over this system. Judicial dynasties
sometimes result in the selection of incompetent
and mediocre persons.

Have an Indian Judicial Service

All this has also led to the revival of the debate on
the National Judicial Appointments Commission
(NJAC) Act. This Act was passed by Parliament
with the ratification of 16 State Assemblies and
had the assent of the President of India in
December 2014. But the Supreme Court chose to
strike it down, although many were of the view
that the Court could have gone in for a judicial
review only to decide whether the legislation
passed by the Parliament was in conformity with
constitutional provisions.

While this debate may go on, a much simpler
and immediate solution could be to have an
exclusive all India service for senior positions in
the judiciary on the pattern of the Union Public
Service Comunission’s highly competitive,
transparent and merit-based selection process for
the civil services such as the Indian
Administrative Service, the Indian Foreign
Service, the Indian Police Service and Indian
Revenue Service.

Constituting an ‘Indian Judicial Service’ has
been discussed in the past. This may be the right
time to discuss its pros and cons and implement a
transparent and merit-based system for the
selection of judges. When State-level Judicial
Service Officers are selected through a
competitive examination, why not have the same
process at the national level?

Will ensure course correction

There are several advantages in having an Indian
Judicial Service. First, it would result in the higher
judiciary becoming more inclusive and
representative in character. At present, the higher
judiciary is an elite club dominated by a few
families. Women and the marginalised sections of
society are very poorly represented. There is an
urgent need to open the doors of the judiciary to
meritorious candidates from all parts of India and
all walks of life to compete for senior judicial
positions.

Second, recruitment may be entrusted to the
UPSC by the Supreme Court, stipulating the
criteria and the method of selection for the senior
judicial positions, in consultation with High
Courts and legal luminaries. This process would
also insulate the judiciary from any interference
of the executive.

Third, a transparent selection process, with
details in the public domain, is obviously much
better than the closed-door meetings of the
Collegium. Post-selection, a comprehensive
training programme would ensure that those
selected are well versed in the multiple branches
of law. The Supreme Court may also evolve a
system of oversight to ensure integrity and to
initiate disciplinary action against those who lack
integrity.

In this writer’s view, this will greatly help in
restoring the faith of the people as well as the
image of the higher judiciary in the largest
parliamentary democracy of the world.

The views expressed are personal

gd & fel 8, S i 3 9 faarel ofR URGRIAT 9 Sladce! & HH & HRU ARG Fgfad &
I YUt IR U: 969 Y& g5 ¢! PIATaH HGRT (Collegium System), S 30 SURERIAT 3R &



G’ MG a0 |
GEO 1AS Dally News Analy51s

IYATE & HRUT AR AT BT [T Tt 8, Pt N8 Th HRGH TP AT (Indian Judicial Service -
1JS) R B B A7 G: 3o 7

RS JURT B mazadmdr &l 32

I AIUIrhT & TTF DI G DHIOTTH IR 8¢ SaTell & TS Bt 8, Fod ST &t AR Tya et
gt B9 & $© faarfed gesi 3 39 w1 Bt HHSING} B IR a1 g, S

o T I AT & SIS & MBS FHarg H faxita sifFafiadrsii &1 A
. 3TdeTNd 3R faarerue uiRie SR & §gd! gend|
« WY Saidce! dFf B HH, oA T B Rg IR JaTd 36d ¢ |

YR 1S AT (1)S) TITAT B & Ul A db:
1. URERIAT Td argar-3nuid Ta=:

o UPSC &t g faih uste ¥ UReRN SR dradr-sneiid fgfaa dua grm|
. TGS TG UfehaT YPTER, HTS-HATSIaTG 3R &UTd &t SGHIGT &l &8 i, o mauiferesT o
ToTaT 3R oA & fayr & gfe gt

2. qHTARA 3R ufafAfia § gfe:

. 3" Uit B Afgarst, srgfd sfa/smed, Uee ot ik o & o dfad ot &t yrfier
g H o5 i 8
o 1S & T I Tt ol I I STHIGAR] & AR e, for =rifereT Sifdid Jemast §t|

3. AR 3R TUH URTET:

. gﬁuﬁuﬁ&n%aﬁqgﬁwwﬂmﬁﬁwﬂw UG R 3P URIGR TGl JeTs off Tl
|
o SO Uit B fafld STl &1 dgar vae fasya gt

4. HIIUIIRT & &Y I JRE&T:

« UPSC & H1egH ¥ Xqaa el uferesT & eI gedad SR THTE & Had B |
o A BIC D FRET H 794 gfshar e Wl 9418 364 | dag ®il|

1JS RITFUT B3 B Al Td THATS:
1. ATIUTIIRT BT foRIe:




€) THE?
GEO IAS

's about quality=

e

A HINDU

Daily News Analysis
o S B RIF Wezdl R YHIfId Wk & T4 H 7T ol b 8, o TRINTT d-1d I 8 Il g

2. e Y1 1 fefamd:

. Wﬂﬁﬂ?ﬁﬂjﬂ@oncurrent List)@T%W%,mQa?_&r ﬁ?W%WWW@TﬂI
. I B A GHA & [ I8 B Fgfad ufthar 1 HEeu a1 @15

3. HGRING BTG & e

. TSR AT a1 & ISR SR URATad 1S & s THIhRUl Do gl el g
. aRFdI, UG 3R 3T YRS Jef R faarg I gt ¥ad gl

3T BT IRET (ST Td HHTYT):

1. ooTye fawst ik ggwfa fAmfor:
o I WPRI, I=T AT, Jared AT ddT IR Il & 1Y foaR-faast &) =mue ggafa
CEiy
2. UGS PAT:
o BT H ST Ui TWR W AR 6, 918 T 3 TR do faedR &3, difes ufehar o &u g

3UATS T Tob |
3. P UfRrer 3R Tad fRue:

. R® BTl SHIBR TR0 SHIRIT Y YHTH! 3R Fdd I |
4. faumh g Gaunfae wydr:
o US Gt Haunfe TeNeE Td HHA SR I9- UithdT B WY SR Holgd HY |

7 G
TS

e

YRR <ATRI® |aT (1US) &1 0aR 0T &1 Sa=adhdl &1 g&bl ¢l SHD! RMT ¥ AS Hgfaqdl &
URGRIT, IrgdT 3R Sardeg! AR gRt | T URY 8 $© gAiaal I ST, dfe U s Jgdid
TYT IHRIAD TG GRT 30T THIYH FHT g1 fdd: 1S <UD H ST & (94N, GRITTT 3rRaSdT 3R
HRA & ADdiAD GId DI Aogd B BT YU AW §9 JobdT g




	आर्कटिक क्षेत्र का बढ़ता वैश्विक महत्त्व:
	प्राकृतिक संसाधन:
	नए समुद्री व्यापार मार्ग:

	आर्कटिक की शासन व्यवस्था: "आर्कटिक परिषद" (Arctic Council):
	तनाव बढ़ने के प्रमुख कारण:
	क्षेत्रीय और समुद्री विवाद:
	सैन्य और रणनीतिक गतिविधियाँ:
	आर्थिक और व्यापारिक हित:

	रूस की भूमिका:
	संभावित जोखिम और प्रभाव:
	आगे की राह (संभावित उपाय और समाधान):
	निष्कर्ष:
	कर्नाटक सरकार के ब्रह्मगिरी वन्यजीव अभयारण्य के बफ़र ज़ोन में आदिवासी गाँव बसाने के निर्णय से पर्यावरण संरक्षण, आदिवासी अधिकारों और मानव-वन्यजीव संघर्ष संबंधी बहस शुरू हुई है।
	ब्रह्मगिरी वन्यजीव अभयारण्य के बारे में जानकारी:
	भौगोलिक स्थिति एवं विशेषताएँ:
	वनस्पतियाँ (Flora):
	जीव-जंतु (Fauna):
	 मांसाहारी जीव (Carnivores): बाघ (Tiger), जंगली बिल्ली (Jungle Cat), तेंदुआ बिल्ली (Leopard Cat), जंगली कुत्ते (Wild Dogs या Dhole), भालू (Sloth Bear)
	 शाकाहारी जीव (Herbivores): भारतीय हाथी (Indian Elephant), गौर (Gaur), सांभर (Sambar), चीतल (Spotted Deer), बार्किंग हिरण (Barking Deer), माउस हिरण (Mouse Deer), जंगली सूअर (Wild Pig)
	 वानर एवं अन्य प्राइमेट्स (Primates): लायन-टेल्ड मकाक (Lion-tailed Macaque), नीलगिरि लंगूर (Nilgiri Langur), स्लेंडर लोरिस (Slender Loris), बोनट मकाक (Bonnet Macaque), सामान्य लंगूर (Common Langur)
	 छोटे स्तनधारी एवं कृन्तक (Small Mammals & Rodents): मालाबार विशाल गिलहरी (Malabar Giant Squirrel), विशाल उड़न गिलहरी (Giant Flying Squirrel), नीलगिरि मार्टेन (Nilgiri Marten), सामान्य ऊदबिलाव (Common Otter), भूरे नेवले (Brown Mongoose), सिवेट (Civet...
	 सरीसृप (Reptiles): किंग कोबरा (King Cobra), भारतीय कोबरा (Indian Cobra), अजगर (Python), मालाबार पिट वाइपर (Malabar Pit Viper)
	 पक्षी (Birds): एमराल्ड डव (Emerald Dove), स्क्वायर-टेल्ड बुलबुल (Square-tailed Bulbul), मालाबार ट्रोगन (Malabar Trogon)

	न्यायिक सुधारों की आवश्यकता क्यों है?
	भारतीय न्यायिक सेवा (IJS) स्थापित करने के पक्ष में तर्क:
	1. पारदर्शिता एवं योग्यता-आधारित चयन:
	2. समावेशन और प्रतिनिधित्व में वृद्धि:
	3. व्यवसायिकता और व्यापक प्रशिक्षण:
	4. कार्यपालिका के हस्तक्षेप से सुरक्षा:

	IJS स्थापित करने की चुनौतियाँ एवं समस्याएँ:
	1. न्यायपालिका का विरोध:
	2. संघीय संरचना की चिंताएँ:
	3. व्यावहारिक कार्यान्वयन के मुद्दे:

	आगे का रास्ता (सुझाव एवं समाधान):
	निष्कर्ष:


