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Page 05 : GS 2 : International Relations 

The visit of Italian Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign Minister Antonio Tajani to India has brought 

renewed momentum to the stalled India-EU Bilateral Trade and Investment Agreement (BTIA) and the 

India-Middle East-Europe Corridor (IMEC). In his interview, Tajani emphasized open markets, fair 

competition, and strategic cooperation, positioning Europe as a long-term partner for India in trade and 

infrastructure. 

 

Key Highlights: 

India-EU Bilateral Trade and Investment Agreement (BTIA): 

 Negotiations began in 2007 but were stalled due to differences over tariffs, market access, and 

regulatory standards. 

 A year-end deadline (2025) has been set after renewed political commitment in early 2025. 

 Contentious issues include: 

o Tariff concessions on alcoholic beverages, dairy, and agriculture products. 

o EU’s demand for stronger IPR protections and environmental standards. 

o India’s concern over data privacy and local market protections. 
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Tajani acknowledged past failures but highlighted unprecedented political momentum behind the current 

talks, making a breakthrough more likely. 

Global Trade Climate: 

 Tajani opposed protectionism, stating “Trade wars benefit no one.” 

 Welcomed the U.S. pause on reciprocal tariffs as a sign that negotiations, not confrontation, should 

be the way forward. 

 Emphasized transatlantic cooperation while subtly pointing at tensions under Trump’s America-first 

policy. 

India-Middle East-Europe Corridor (IMEC): 

 Envisioned as a multimodal connectivity corridor to counter China’s Belt and Road Initiative (BRI). 

 Challenges: 

o Geopolitical instability in the Middle East (Israel-Hamas conflict, strained Saudi-Iran ties). 

o Tajani admits full potential is dependent on regional peace, but Italy remains committed via 

Trieste port as a European hub. 

o Emphasis on EU’s Global Gateway Initiative for financing and capacity building. 

Strategic Significance: 

Aspect India’s Interest EU/Italy’s Interest 

Trade 

Diversification 

Reduce reliance on China; access to high-

quality tech and goods 

Access to India’s large market, strategic 

Indo-Pacific partner 

BTIA Boost exports; attract EU investments Tap Indian growth, regulatory alignment 

IMEC Strategic corridor for energy and goods Geopolitical balancing against BRI 

Digital & IPR 

standards 
Sovereignty and data protection 

Market access with regulatory 

convergence 
 

Key Challenges: 

 Diverging standards on data protection, digital trade, and labour/environmental regulations. 

 India’s sensitive sectors (dairy, agriculture) remain points of friction. 

 Geopolitical hurdles in the IMEC corridor (Middle East conflicts). 

Government of India’s Position: 

 Keen to conclude BTIA as part of its broader FTA push (UK, UAE, EFTA). 
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 Supports IMEC as a strategic alternative to China’s BRI. 

 Seeks mutual flexibility in trade talks without compromising domestic economic interests. 

 

UPSC MainsPractice Question 

Ques :India-EU Bilateral Trade and Investment Agreement (BTIA) represents a pivotal step in deepening India’s 

economic and strategic integration with Europe. Discuss the prospects and challenges associated with finalising this 

agreement in the current geopolitical context. (250 words) 
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Page 05 : Prelims Fact 

The Defence Research and Development Organisation (DRDO) has successfully conducted release trials of 

its 1,000-kg long-range glide bomb named ‘Gaurav’, from a Su-30 MKI aircraft, demonstrating precision 

strike capabilities up to 100 km. 
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Key Facts : 

Feature Details 

Name Gaurav 

Type Long-range glide bomb 

Weight 1,000 kg 

Launch 

Platform 
Su-30 MKI fighter jet 

Trial Dates April 8–10, 2025 

Range Close to 100 km 

Accuracy Pin-point (precision-guided) 

Purpose Precision strike on land targets 

Status 
Post-trial; to be inducted into Indian Air 

Force 
 

 

Technical Insight: 

 A glide bomb is a type of precision-guided munition that uses aerodynamic surfaces to extend its 

range without propulsion. 

 Can be released from a standoff distance, ensuring pilot safety by keeping the aircraft away from 

enemy air defense systems 

Significance for IAF: 

 Enhances standoff strike capability. 

 Useful in limited conflict zones and deep-strike missions. 

 Boosts India’s indigenous weapons manufacturing under ‘Atmanirbhar Bharat’. 

 

UPSC PrelimsPractice Question 

Ques :Consider the following statements about the DRDO's 'Gaurav' bomb: 

1. It is a 1,000-kg powered missile developed by DRDO. 

2. It was tested from a Su-30 MKI fighter aircraft. 
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3. It demonstrated a range of approximately 100 km with precision accuracy. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

Ans: (b) 
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Page : 06 :GS 2 : Social Justice 

The article critically analyzes the vision of the National Education Policy (NEP) 2020 to restructure India’s 

higher education system from siloed, discipline-specific institutions intomultidisciplinary, cross-

disciplinary, and interdisciplinary universitiesthat can fosterintegrated learning and research. It 

examines both structural and philosophical challenges and offers pathways for the university of the future. 
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Key Themes: 

1. Understanding Key Concepts: 

Approach Definition Nature of Collaboration 

Multidisciplinary 
Co-existence of multiple disciplines without 

integration 
Parallel but independent 

Cross-

disciplinary 

Collaboration between disciplines without 

knowledge synthesis 
Dialogue, not deep integration 

Interdisciplinary 
Deep integration of ideas and methods from 

different fields 

Synthesized frameworks and new 

knowledge 

 

2. NEP 2020 Vision & Goals: 

 Establish large multidisciplinary institutions across districts by 2030. 

 Promote cross-disciplinary teaching and interdisciplinary research. 

 Shift pedagogy towards discussion, debate, and research-oriented learning. 

3. Transformation Strategy: 

A. Structural Shift – Building Multidisciplinary Campuses: 

 Add departments in existing institutions (e.g., IITs expanding humanities). 

 Create university clusters (e.g., arts + commerce + science colleges). 

 Challenges: 

o 35% colleges are single-stream (e.g., B.Ed.), lacking variety. 

o Administrative integration is as critical as academic collaboration. 

B. Geographical Access: 

 Prefersingle multidisciplinary campus per districtover dispersed multi-campus models. 

 Evidence: Public universities more educationally efficient, but less research efficient with multiple 

campuses. 

4. Pedagogical Shift – Encouraging Cross-Disciplinary Practice: 

 Courses across disciplinesfor students outside core areas. 
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 Collaborative projects and joint teaching (e.g., economics + cinema + sociology). 

 Requires faculty openness, structural support, and long-term funding. 

Global Example: 

 NSF’s IGERT (USA): Funded interdisciplinary training for researchers with depth and breadth across 

domains. 

5. Towards Interdisciplinary Thought: 

 Encourages integrated frameworks to solve complex societal issues. 

 Hurdles: 

o Lack of funding, journals, and career incentives for interdisciplinary research. 

o Difficulty in academic recognition and hiring when research doesn't fit into traditional 

disciplines. 

Governance & Funding Implications: 

 Requires restructuring of funding models, academic regulations, andpromotion policies. 

 Substantial public investment and policy coherence are essential. 

 India attempts to replicate the American higher education model—organically evolved—within a 

short span and a highly regulated environment. 

UPSC Mains Practice Question 

Ques : The National Education Policy, 2020 seeks to foster a culture of multidisciplinary and 

interdisciplinary learning and research in Indian universities. Critically examine the structural, pedagogical, 

and policy-level changes required to realize this vision.(250 words) 
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Page 10 : GS 2 : Social Justice 

With India’s senior citizen population expected to double by 2050, a new sectorAge-Techhas emerged to 

address the multi-dimensional needs of the elderly. This includes emotional wellbeing, healthcare, 

employability, and digital literacy, using technology-driven solutions. The article highlights how startups, 

researchers, and civil society are tackling the challenges of aging in a rapidly digitizing India. 
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Key Highlights: 

Demographic Shift & Need for Age-Tech 

 India has 15 crore+ senior citizens (aged 60+), expected to rise to 32 crore by 2050. 

 Shrinking family structures, increasing life expectancy, and urban loneliness demand tech-enabled 

eldercare solutions. 

What is Age-Tech? 

 A sector focusing on using technology to improve the quality of life for the elderly. 

 Encompasses areas like healthcare, social connectivity, employability, and cognitive support. 

Major Age-Tech Innovations: 

Area 
Example 

Startups 
Services Offered 

Social Connection & Emotional 

Well-being 

Sukoon 

Unlimited 

Peer support groups, counselling, AI companions in 

100+ languages 

Employment & Purposeful 

Engagement 
Wisdom Circle 

Post-retirement job matching for seniors with SMEs, 

startups 

Cognitive Health Ivory 
Neuroscience-backed cognitive assessments and 

training 

Mobility Support 
Translead 

Medtech 

Assistive chairs for sit-stand support without 

electricity 

Digital Literacy Elderra 
Digital skills training for elderly to navigate apps 

and avoid scams 
 

Challenges Identified: 

Tech Alienation 

 Solutions often driven by technological fascination, not user needs. 

 Many products are not senior-friendly due to complexity or poor integration into real-world care. 

Digital Divide 

 Urban-rural disparity in access and tech-literacy. 

 Seniors are vulnerable to digital exclusion and online frauds. 
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Affordability & Accessibility 

 Most services cater to financially stable urban seniors. 

 Excludes large elderly populations in rural/low-income settings. 

Expert Insights: 

 Arvind Kasthuri, St. John’s Medical College: Focus should shift from tech potential to real-world 

patient integration. 

 Bilal Zaidi, Elderra: Seniors are at risk of digital isolation due to fast digitisation. 

 Susan Barton, Eldercare Specialist: Recommends government-private collaboration to scale and 

subsidise eldercare solutions. 

Government Involvement – A Missing Piece: 

Issue Need 

Rising elder population A national policy framework for age-tech integration 

Urban-rural divide Digital outreach and inclusion programs for rural seniors 

Economic support Subsidies for affordable eldercare technologies 

Health risks Early screening and public health infrastructure for cognitive & mobility issues 
 

 

UPSC Mains Practice Question 

Ques :“The emerging age-tech sector offers a transformative potential for addressing challenges faced by India’s 

elderly. However, inclusivity and accessibility remain critical concerns.”Discuss in the context of India’s demographic 

transition.(250 words) 
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In News :  Sea Lions 

An algal bloom along the California coast has resulted in a neurotoxin release, which is causing sea lions to 

become aggressive, leading to attacks on beachgoers and surfers. 

 

About Sea Lions 

 Family: Otariidae, which includes five species – California, Northern, Southern, Australian, and New 

Zealand sea lions. 

 Habitat: Found along the Western coasts of North America, from southeast Alaska to central Mexico, 

mainly on rocky shores and sandy beaches. 

 Physical Traits: They possess external ear flaps, long foreflippers, mane-like fur in males, and can 

weigh up to 1200 pounds (approx. 545 kg). 
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 Behavior: Typically non-aggressive and social, sea lions are now showing lethal aggression due to 

neurotoxin-induced neurological disorders. 

 Lifespan: The Average lifespan is 20 to 30 years. 

What is Causing the Sea Lions' Aggression? 

 Sea lions, typically non-aggressive marine mammals, have shown violent and erratic behaviour, 

attributed to exposure to a neurotoxin called domoic acid. 

 Domoic acid is secreted by the toxic diatom algae Pseudo-nitzschia, which blooms excessively under 

nutrient-rich conditions in the ocean. 

 Once released, this neurotoxin enters the marine food chain, affecting not just small fish, but also 

larger predators like sea lions that consume these fish. 

UPSC PrelimsPractice Question 

Ques :Consider the following statements about sea lions: 

1. Sea lions are part of the Pinnipedia family and are found only in the Arctic region. 

2. They have external ear flaps and long foreflippers. 

3. Male sea lions have mane-like fur and can weigh more than 500 kg. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

(a) 2 and 3 only 

(b) 1 and 2 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

Ans : a) 
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Page : 06 Editorial Analysis 
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Context : 

The Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action (1995) marks 30 years of advancing gender equality 

globally. India’s 2024 review (Beijing+30 Report) highlights progress in gender-sensitive laws and policies 

but falls short in integrating climate change impacts on women, especially in rural and vulnerable 

populations. This article critiques this gap and presents a roadmap for gender-responsive climate action. 

Why It Matters: 

 India faces dual challenges: climate vulnerability and persistent gender inequality. 

 Without gender-responsive climate planning, women – particularly in rural and indigenous 

communities – are disproportionately affected. 

 Climate change worsens issues such as food insecurity, migration, violence, and unpaid work, 

demanding urgent policy integration of gender and climate dimensions. 

Key Issues Highlighted: 

1. Climate Change Intensifies Gender Inequality 

 Heat stress, droughts, and food insecurity lead to: 

o Rise in anaemia, maternal deaths, menstrual and reproductive health problems. 

o Increased unpaid care burden (water/fuel collection). 

o Distress migration disrupting education and increasing trafficking risks. 

o Link between temperature rise and gender-based violence (e.g., 1°C rise → 8% rise in 

physical abuse). 

Paper 02:Social Justice 

UPSC Mains Practice Question:Climate change has exacerbated existing gender 

inequalities, particularly in India’s rural areas. Critically examine the need for 

integrating a gender-responsive approach in India’s climate policies and planning. 

(250 words) 
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2. Gender Blind Climate Policy & Finance 

 Only 6% of global climate policies mention women (FAO). 

 Most funds directed to green tech/clean energy, ignoring social vulnerability. 

 Climate budgeting often suffers from: 

o Greenwashing. 

o Tokenistic inclusion of women as implementers, not decision-makers. 

3. Missed Opportunities in the Beijing+30 Report 

 Lack of a strong climate-gender lens. 

 Failure to incorporate grassroots women’s voices and localized vulnerabilities. 

The Role of Women in Climate Adaptation: 

Role Contribution 

Indigenous Women Preserve climate-resilient seeds, manage forests 

Rural Women Collectives Share workloads, act as first responders in climate disasters 

Women in Urban Areas Lead on waste management, pollution awareness 

Local Leadership Offer contextual solutions to livelihood and resource access 

 

Policy-Level Recommendations: 

Need Area Policy Suggestions 

Data & Indicators Develop gender-climate impact metrics and monitor progress 

NAPCC/SAPCC Make climate action gender-responsive at all levels 

Livelihood Diversification Invest in non-farm skill training for climate-vulnerable women 

Climate Budgets Use gender audits to ensure equitable allocation 

Disaster Preparedness Include geriatric, migrant, and pregnant women in planning 
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Human-Animal Conflict Study gendered impact on resource conflict zones 

 

Private Sector & Civil Society Role: 

 Green finance must fund women-led innovations and green businesses. 

 Promote access to climate-resilient technologies tailored to women’s needs. 

 Foster PPP models (Public-Private Partnerships) that ensure women's representation and 

ownership in the green economy. 

Global Best Practices to Emulate: 

 Gender Climate Budgeting – as practiced in Bangladesh and some EU countries. 

 Community Climate Consultations – inclusive of women-led forums (e.g., in Uganda). 

 IGERT Model (USA) – for interdisciplinary climate education and research. 
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