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Modi, Yunus set aside differences, hold talks
on border security, minorities, Sheikh Hasina

suhasini Haid

NEW DELHI

Setting aside the tensions
of the past eight months in
their first meeting since the
regime change in Dhaka,
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and Bangladesh’s
Chief Advisor Muhammad
Yunus held talks on the si-
delines of the BIMSTEC re-
gional summit in Bangkok

on Friday.
While both leaders
raised contentious issues —

including India’s call for
the protection of minori-
ties in Bangladesh, Dhaka's
demand for the extradition
of former Bangladesh M
Sheikh Hasina, and border
security issues — during
the meeting, they met on
cordial terms and ex-
changed commitments to
bilateral ties. Bangladesh
will host the BIMSTEC
summit next year, and Mr.
Modi congratulated Mr. Yu-

Prime Minister Narendra Modi meets Bangladesh Chief Adviser
Muhammad Yunus, in Bangkok on Friday. ani

nus for assuming its chair-
manship.

The Modi-Yunus meet-
ing on Friday was held just
after the conclusion of the

sixth summit of the Bay of

Bengal Initiative for Multi-
Sectoral Technical and
Economic  Cooperation
(BIMSTEC), a seven-nation
grouping that links South
Asia and South East Asia.
Mr. Modi also met with
Myanmar junta comman-

gt o e g©1 ge;:
- TICATGRT § SCURIBIH] BT J&T:
o YR 7 TG g & 1 & qle; Sfeueed! (IR &0 ¥ fEgaf) & faams e & ar # fidr =aa

call

der and PM General Min
Aung Hlaing for the first
time since the military
came to power in 2021, and
Nepal PM K.P. Sharma Oli,
on the sidelines of the
meeting. All three leaders
have chosen to visit China,
while New Delhi has not is-
sued invitations to them,
due to tensions over a
number of issues, and con-
cerns over the legitimacy
of the governments in Dha-

ka and Naypyitaw.

Mr. Modi expressed In-
dia's support for a “demo-
cratic, stable, peaceful,
progressive and inclusive
Bangladesh”, and “urged
that rhetoric that vitiates
the environment is best
avoided”, according to a
statement issued by the Mi-
nistry of External Affairs.

During talks with Gen.
Min Aung Hlaing, the
Prime Minister “under-
lined the importance of
early restoration of the de-
mocratic process in Myan-
mar, including through
credible and inclusive elec-
tions”, the MEA said. The
General thanked India for
its assistance with ongoing
relief efforts after devastat-
ing earthquakes hit Manda-
lay and other parts of the
country last week.

Mr. Modi said in a social
media post that his meet-
ing with Mr. Oli had been
“productive”. The two

leaders discussed the “In-
dia-Nepal friendship, espe-
cially in sectors like energy,
connectivity, culture and
digital technology™.

New Delhi and Dhaka
gave no indication of
whether Mr. Yunus
whose office had also told
The Hindu about asking to
visit India - had received
an invitation from Mr. Mo-
di either.

Foreign Secretary Vik-
ram Misri said that the
Prime Minister had ex-
pressed concern over the
“safety and security of mi-
norities, including Hin-
dus”, who were targeted in
the aftermath of Ms. Hasi-
na's departure from Dha-
ka. “[The PM] expressed
his hope that the [Bangla-
desh] government would
fulfil its responsibilities
with seriousness and en-
sure that these matters are
properly investigated and
addressed,” he added.
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China hits back with 34% tarift on U.S. goods

Beijing retaliates against Trump’s ‘Liberation
Day' tariff increase of 34% on Chinese exports

Assoclated Press
Reuters
HELING

hina announced on
Friday that it will
hmpose a 34% tanff

on imports of all U.S, pro
ducts beginning April 10,
part of a flurry of retaliato
ry measures following U.S
President Donald Trump's
“Liberation Day™ slate of
double-digh tariffs.

The new tarlff matches
the rute ol the US, “reci-
procal™ sl of 4% on
Chinese  exports  that
Trusnp ordered this week.

The Comunerce Mintstry
in Besjing also said i a not-
joe that it will impose more
export controls on rare
earth elements, which are
materials used in high-tech
products such as computer
chips and edectrie vehicle
batteries.

Included in the list of
miperals subject to con-

TR TR H:

It plans to curb export of rare earth elements,
vital in production of high-tech products

Widening gap
Cwer years, impors om Ching 1o the
.S hars growen at o much faster ane
than exports fom the U.5. to China

trols was samarium and its

compounds, which are
used In aerospace manu-
facturing and the defence
sector. Another element
called gadolinium s used
In MR scans,

‘China panicked’

In his resporse, Mr. Trump
said China “plaved it
wrong”

“China played It wrong,
they panicked - the one
thing they cannot atford 1o

ﬁﬁaﬁ%w%&u?q@

o AR 3 T fFafd WR 34% R® Tmn (S gfed feay eRe we1 wmar g) |
o I 7 Tt 3R IS TR THM 34% <RW® T, foR R day

T
- gAY gt adl W e iz

o I 3 YARTH 3R ASIelaH SR geiv gedt & Fafd WR 3igp=r o &1 aiwon &1
o T QR siefarad, St det, fafdhe SARHT 3R vem IuHRun & fod Agayyf €|
o A& qdh-1e! ufaegel & F9 gRT XoFfa® e & SUANT &1 Hoha |

600,000

25

do!™ Mr. Trump wrote inall
caps in a post on his sockal
media platform

China’s customs admi-
nistration sald it had sus-
pended chicken imports
from some US. suppliers
after It detected furazoll-
done, a drug banned in
China, in shipments from
those commpanies.

Separately, it said i had
found high Jevels of mold
in the sorghum and salmo-
nella in poultry meat from

tmparnts frem
China to the U 1

205 Moo 2004

ensre 30A g

some ol the companies.
The announcements affeéct
one company exporting
sorghum, C&D Inc, and
four poultry compantes.

‘Bullying practice”
The Chinese government
said it had added 27 firms
to lists of companies sub-
ject w trade sanctions or
export controls

Among them, 16 are
subject 1o a ban on the ex-
port of “dualuse™ goods

India tariff cut to 26%

Press Trust of India
NEW DELHI

The US. has revised the
import duties to be
imposed on India from
27% 1o 26%, according o a
White House document
These duties will come

High Point Aerotechnolo-
gles, & defence tech firm,
and Unhversal Logistics
Holding, a publicly traded
transportation and logis-
oS comipanty, were among
those listed.

Beljing also announced
it filed a Bewsuit with the
World Trade Organkzation
over the taridls.

“The United States’ lm-
position of so-called “reck-
procal taritls' seriously vio-
lates WTO rudes, sertously

into force from April 9.

Industry experts sald 1%
wonld not have musch of
an impact. From 2021-22
to 202324, the U.S. was
Indlia’s Bargest trading
partier. The U.S. accounts
for aboat 13% of India’s
total goods exports.

damages the legitimate
righes and Interests of WTO
members, and serously
uncermines  the rules-
based mulbtlateral trading
system and international
economic and trade or-
der,” the Commerce Minls-
try said. “Itis a typical un-
\lateral bullylng practice
that enclangers the stability
of the glolxl economic and
trade order. China firmly
opposes this,” it said.
Other actions include

Donald Trump criticises China’s move; they
have *played it wrong, they panicked’, he says

the launch of an anti-mo-
nopoly mvestigation into
DuPont China Group Co., a
subsidiary of the multing-
tional chemical giant, and
an anti<lumping probe in-
to X-ray tube and CT mlwes
for CT scanners imported
from the US. and Indsa,

In February, China an
nounced a 15% taridl on im
ports of coal and Bauefied
natural gas products from
the US, Tt separately added
a 10% tariff on crude oll,
agricultural  machinery
and Large-engine cars.

Dozens of LS, compa-
nies are subject 10 controls
on trade and Investment,
while muany more Chinese
companles face similar [
mits on dealings with U.S,
firms. The latest taritfs ap-
ply to all products made in
the US., sccording 1w a
staterment from the Minis-

try of Finance's State
Council Tariff Commis-
S0n0.

P G HTH! d¢



Gl THE &% HINDU
GEO IAS Daily News Analysis

. IR-¢w IuT:

o o WA I BT 84Tl &d gY SARSD! I SR TRuH 31ard &1 fdfad &
o MR Hfaae 3R frafa fesor g2 & 27 smifvest dufat &) <nfire foran w, i e &

BT UISE TRISTHIAISI (&)

. givraxia qiforRes gifesT (ufiase)
. ZUY. ¢RE & FIaTs Ssegtsil RIerd &1 LFafd 3R Ui 3R 3 & faars od|

Turifae ok enfife fAfgansd:
1. AP IR IR SYEI3M TR YUTa:

. BT O TR W Sy 13 Seefo BT SR o 78 B, RO - aneid sguehy =R
TUTTel & 3R HHSIR 81 BT TR g
. 78 faTe UR TReUrETE S 9g1a1 <aT 7, ST JHad: Afye Syfd sRaanat &1 HHsiR Rl g

2. AW® Hufd & &9 ¥ gaiH gadt:

« A Ay gAY gt STeH F 70% I SHftres HY R HRar B
. Frafa fregzor 3fie qa-ie SR &l SN & JTd HR ohdl §, WD iy H|
. {UBA o1l Gos! &1 a1g feaTd T, WureH IRAHRUl WR il 911 ]

3. ISP HSRT:

. T F1 fewgult - "< gaRT T - gAE 99 B GaT SR dhd & JeHiae SRS P a=idl g
- SIS & "yHBM" & Ufadrg 3 MR & dfyd fie RRAT &1 HHSIR S aTdl 91 3 |

4, SIS FrTe & forg shfe:

- SMUR ST, Tfdse SR Sitd dfiyeh Bl & forg SiiRfEdar der 3t €]

o a;qﬁ%i%gqﬁw&nqﬁm&hﬁﬁﬁww (@R, YRd, fagaam #) srava &1 ughl &I
CL] |

o MR BT UFIAD BB

o YRA MY Y@em & daaa ¥ AYH IaT Thdl §, JHIdhedeR, SAdMAT AR gay gl
TR & AT b ST B JebelT g



Gl THE:#&% HINDU

GEO IAS Daily News Analysis

o AR 3R T IR & R B WA & AW N, Mgt IR wHRgewd § gl &1
IR & DI &wan

o IR T1d & BRI 3y 3fies Hel YRT & Fald 3R ThteE UaTg &1 UHIfad HR Jobd!

gl
o Y-S Ufagledl & st GiFl T Xifaaqd! o 1Y et ol Hferd a1 &1 gard|

UPSC Mains Practice Question

UY: Tl AR®1-d9 IR g5 o9 @i : I YUTIfA® SETTd D1 AR deard
aﬁaﬁm%lmaﬁweﬁvﬁ%mﬁﬁr%mmwﬁﬁ%ﬂﬁ%



Gl

GEO IAS

THE M&E®

Daily News Analysis

Page 04 : GS 2: Indian Polity and Governance

HINDU

1841 AHIUT DT Ugdll dolc I3 Ieaia-1g [AUrfl Iargdhdr & 1Y Ju= g3, s Sl diadr ot

= 3THuTI H 16 fadae uikd g1, RepTe-drs ¥ $iR aat (@xe) fagae ok AftTqR & wgafa =med
faaTerTe gef R 959 WA B

First Budget Session of the
18th Lok Sabha concludes
with record productivity

W YeTHH:

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The first Budget Session of
the 18th Lok Sabha con-
cluded on Friday, with
both Houses of Parliament
passing the controversial
Wagf (Amendment) Bill.

The session that was
marked by high productivi-
ty saw disruptions on the
last day, with adjourn-
ments in both Houses.

In the Rajya Sabha, the
Treasury benches began
the protests, flagging the
Supreme Court judgment
upholding the Calcutta
High Court’s decision can-
celling en bloc a “tainted”
selection process which
saw the appointments of
nearly 24,000 teachers
and non-teaching staff in
government and aided
schools in West Bengal.

Speaking amid the din,
Trinamool Congress's Ra-
jya Sabha leader Derek
O’Brien said, “People of In-

- 3 faurdt Swre®mar:

o AHIHT IATCHdT: 118%

o X[SgIHT SdTahdl: 119%

Kiren Rijiju

dia are seeing that BJP MPs
in the Treasury benches
are disrupting Parlia-
ment... we are not allowed
to raise a single issue in
Parliament” The Trina-
mool’s demand to hold a

debate on duplication of

Electoral Photo Identity
Cards was not heeded to.

‘History created’

Parliamentary Affairs Mi-
nister Kiren Rijiju, said the
session was a success. At
the customary press confe-
rence held on conclusion
of the session, he told re-

porters that the productivi-
ty of Lok Sabha during the
session was 118% and that
of the Upper House was
19%.

He said history was
created and old records
were broken in the Rajya
Sabha when it sat without a
break for 17.02 hours from
Il am. on Thursday tll
4.02 am. on Friday to
clear the Waqf Bill, besides
endorsing the President’s
Rule in Manipur. A total of
16 Bills were passed by
both Houses of Parliament.

Chairman Jagdeep
Dhankhar also lauded the
high productivity in the Ra-
jva Sabha.

In his concluding re-
marks, he said, “After a
long gap, the House wit-
nessed welcome wit, hu-
mour, sarcasm and repar-
tee, apart from intellectual
fusion while ensuring par-
liamentary decorum,
cross-party collaboration,
and legislative rigour.”
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CSIR-NAL signs technology
transfer deal with firm to
make HANSA trainer-planes

Jacob Koshy
NEW DELHI

In a first, the National Ae-
rospace Laboratories
(NAL) — a Council of Scien-
tific and Industrial Re-
search (CSIR) body — has
signed a technology transf-
er agreement with a priv-
ate company to manufac-
ture trainer airplanes in
India. This would be the
first time that the aircraft
would be manufactured in
India based on technology
fully designed and deve-
loped indigenously.

The HANSA-3 NG air-
craft is a two-seater aircraft
and is the latest iteration of
the HANSA planes that
have been made by NAL
since 1998. Fourteen HAN-

'ﬂ@ﬁ'ﬁm
- W faer:

ou '/
Union Minister Jitendra Singh
during the announcement of

ToT partner for HANSA-3 (NG).

SA planes have been made
over the years by NAL and
used by the Ministry of Ci-
vil Aviation and the Indian
Institutes of Technology.
“We have now managed to
seal a partnership with a
private company which
will manufacture these
planes,” said N. Kalaiselvi,

Director-General, CSIR.
The company, Pioneer
Clean AMPS Pvt Limited, is
expected to set up manu-
facturing facilities as well
as handle marketing, ser-
vicing and after-sales,
though NAL would be
closely involved in the in-
itial years to help them
with various aspects of the
manufacturing and opera-
tions, said Abhay Pashli-
kar, Director, CSIR-NAL.
The HANSA-NG is po-
wered by a Rotax Digital
Control Engine with fea-
tures such as a composite
light weight airframe, a
glass cockpit, a bubble ca-
nopy with wide panoramic
view, and electrically oper-
ated flaps, among other
features, a brochure says.
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Page : 06 Editorial Analysis
A people still waiting to move out of the margins

nternational Transgender Day of Visibility,

which is observed on March 31, highlights the

challenges that transgender individuals face.
Despite legal advancements such as the
Transgender Persons (Protection of Rights) Act,
2019, social stigma, economic exclusion and
discrimination persist, There are barriers to
education, employment and heaith care.
Workplace biases and financial discrimination
hinder economic empowerment, while bullying
and unsupportive environments restrict
education, Health-care svstems fail 1o address
transgender-specific needs, worsening
marginalisation, True inclusion requires strong
policy implementation, anti-discrimination
enforcement, and societal change. Governments,
businesses and communities must ensure
financial inclusion, equal opportunities and
support, fostering empowerment bevond mere
visibility.

is Assistant Professor
and Research
Supenisor,
Department of
Commerce, St
Thomas College
(Autonomous),
Thrissur, Kerala

Legal recognition versus ground reality
Weak implementation of the Transgender
Persons (Protection of Rights) Act, 2019, hampers
access Lo welfare schemes, As of December 2023,
the National Portal for Transgender Persons
received 24,115 identity card applications.
However, only 15,800 certificates were issued,
with over 3,200 pending beyond the mandated
30-day period. In Delhi, despite a transgender
population of approximately 4,200 (2011 Census),
only 23 identity cards had been issued by April
2022, The Act’s bureaucratic certification process
delays recognition by contrasting global
standards of self-determination. It also lacks
provisions for addressing police harassment,
family rejection, and social exclusion.

Economic empowerment remains a challenge
in India due w systemic barriers in employment

Transgender
individuals
continue to face
barriers (o

and entrepreneurship. A 2018 National Human n(‘cc!?({\ncc.
Rights Commission of India (NHRC) report found education,
that 92% of transgender individuals were emplovment

excluded from economic activities, forcing many and health care

Paper 02 {GICISCASIE

UPSC Mains Practlce Question:

1o engage in sex work. A 2022 study reported &
transgender unemployment rate of 48%, far
above the national average of 7%-8%.

Discrimination starts at hiring, where biases
lead to exclusion, and those employved face
workplace hostility, a lack of gender-neutral
facilities, and resistance from colleagues. While
Tata Steel has hired over 100 transgender
employees, the industry-wide adoption of such
policies is limited. In 2024, the Finance Ministry
clarified that LGBTQ+ individuzals could open
joint bank accounts and nominate partners as
beneficiaries, yet broader financial exclusion
persists. There need to be workplace inclusion
policies, diversity hiring, targeted financial
programmes, and government-backed loans to
ensure economic empowerment.

Hurdles in education, health-care access
Education is crudial for inclusion and the
economic empowerment of transgender
individuals in India, but systemic discrimination
leads to significant disparities. The 2011 Census
reported a transgender literncy rate of 56.1%,
when the national average was 74.04%. In Kerala,
58% dropped out due to bullying, harassment,
and unsupportive environments. But some States
have introduced inclusive policies — Maharashtra
has transgender cells in colleges and the
University of Kerala has reserved seats and hostel
facilities. However, nationwide policies remain
weak. Ensuring equal opportunities requires
gender-sensitive curricula, inclusive learning
spaces, financial aid and vocational training.
Transgender individuals in India face major
health-care challenges owing to systemic
discrimination, inancial barriers, and inadequate
medical infrastructure. Despite the National
Health Policy (2017) and the Ayushman Bharat,
accessibility remains limited. A National Legal
Services Authority survey found that 27% were
denied health care due to their gender identity.
Gender-affirming treatments remain costly

(between €2 lakh to ¥5 lakh) with limited
insurance coverage. While the ‘Ayushman Bharat
TG Plus’ card offers ¥5 lakh annual coverage,
implementation gaps persist. The lack of trained
health-care professionals results in substandard
care, and mental health support is severely
inadequate. Solutions include mandstory
transgender health-care training; inclusion of
gender-athrming treatments in insurance;
dedicated transgender health clinics, and
expanded mental health services.

Steps to help mainstream

Changing societal perceptions of transgender
individuals in India requires genuine inclusion in
the media, education, workplaces, and policies.
While visibility has increased, portrayals often
reinforce stereotypes, Deep-rooted prejudices in
families, schools, and workplaces are another
factor. Initiatives such as the 'TAm Also Human®
campaign by the Humsatar Trust help, but
broader efforts are needed. Gender sensitisation
in schools, universities, and workplaces is
essential. The media must depict transgender
individuals in diverse roles, while cultural events
such as Tamil Nadu's Koovagam Festival can
promote acceptance,

International Transgender Day of Visibility
underscores the need for policy reforms, social
acceptance, and economic inclusion.
Discrimination persists in employment,
education, health care, and public spaces. Many
face identity documentation issues, financial
barriers, and workplace biases, Addressing these
issues requires awareness campaigns, inclusive
media representations, and gender sensitisation
in schools and workplaces. Beyond symbolism,
enforcing anti-discrimination laws, inclusive
hiring, and supporting transgender
entrepreneurs are also essential. True equality
demands collective action to dismantle
institutional barriers and to ensure dignity,
empowerment, and integration.
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Teaf:
o SRIPH TioisR faad (31 HIE) & AU UHbIRI o, TS odfed] (fUBRI BT TR&)
3IffTH, 2019 S WIfaRAA S eldl & STacie HRA § givie] afaqdl gRT JEAT fhT S
I TR AT, S 3R TR Ve HTd IR UehT STed & |

P 3R AT e
- TITSIER HfaT (HfABRI &1 TRefon ifafaam, 2019:
o CIACISR fekdl & SHTIBRI SR JHT b1 &l H &b I 4|
o UgTM U7, HUBR] TSHIE 3R HeHTd TR A T 3ifard #ar g1

-ﬂT-ﬁﬁI'CIT:
o JATUA H Theme! 1Tt |
o HHVIR Y|
o gferd ST 3R URaR gRT SRAIH I Sk gl &1 e qHTe |

o 3 YPRIHASD Ugdl:

o ST YR loll W¥: ¢iRTeier faaal o ot 25 TRg &1 Wy Haxel |
o ﬁﬁﬁﬁgﬂﬁw (2024): LGBTQ+ fdd Tgad WId Wid Tabd & 3R HFERY &I i
PRI 3|

AR gl
. Rre:
0 TSI &R &R 56.1% (2011 1 SIUMI) &, S AP ST & HTH! HH g |

o TEHTRN 3R IS & HRUI I SIUSIT &R (BRA: 58% JASMIT) |
o gHTAR e et w1 Tifta srafaud|

« AR 3R s TrfaRTepoT:

o 0 48% ZRAGSR SRIGHRI &R (2022 3ET) |
0 92% 3T TfAfaft | FIE (NHRC 2018) |
o B IR @ T NeuTg, feiT-dewy gfaursf & HHt iR SRR W T

0 YHRIHD I&eRUN: TICT WK Id I Tiyoiex Yl Ugd, Wi g gl |
. fa=itg JaTdRE:

o B3 CIISISR Afdadl & U deb Wrd, FHUT 3R o191 a9 Ugd el o
o BTd &1 7 TYad Wid 3R AHifhd SifeR fu U §, afer oo afigshR SRt 3
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- XqTRA FaT:

0 27% A &1 feiT uga & SRl fafdbar da1 § dfra favar man|

o TeT-gfY ToR} &1 @1Td: 22-5 @A

o UTRITA TRy a1 URIaR] &1 HHT AR WRIT ARG WG Tgrd|
0 RIS YR Cloil WY HING §, AT TRIE HIA-aa 3 U ¢ |

JHTAY & UATH:
« TY-TAR N GEIAT:

[ Y

oﬂ?]'ﬂ'%wlclvll T gigeier 9d|
0 R [ayfaRITerd: SR Hic 3R BEEN |

« YA

o BHUTR ¥ gRT H i 9 |
o AT BT HITH Held - JRpidd WIPHfd B dgal ol g

. HifEar 3R A

o YHRIHD, TR-Ffgare! ufafAfia &1 rawadd|
o Tpdl 3R HRARE H ol Fag=iadr aa® gl
3T DI IE:

- SR BRI
0 TS 8! HIS Ulcharsll B JUafyd HRAT 3R W-UgAH Aisd Pl 3R ¥W BT
o fR1& 3R AR T THRIAS HRaTs AT B |
o UadH df & 1Y WeHTd faRieh Sl ®I Toled B |
o« fRremm 3R ST waT:
o o [eiT-gaTaRit ureushy U™ &1 |
o foiTT HagT=iierdr R Rt 3R AT THTeH URIER] & Ui B |
. WA J9T GUR:
o T ciRIviex sl RATUd H1|
o ST H felT-gfy auTe Jnfiret oY |
o HFRI® WY eIl "ead &l AR &1 |
. 3w JHIEAR:

o fafayarqut wdlf, Hrera ufRremr ik Igfrar g & ggrar |
o A& TRBR BT 3R fa<iig TreRdr ueH o |
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